PRIVATE SECTOR FORUM MEETING
Thursday 23rd April 2026

In Attendance.				  		Officers
Eddie Hamilton – (Landlord)				 Paul Gatrell
Tristan Barr – (Landlord)	                                    Ian Frankland 
Gareth Dooley – (Jon Simon Letting Agents)            Amjad Rana
Sagheer Akhtar – ( Belvoir)	
Vanessa Robinson (Landlord)	  	
Adam O’Brien – Burnley Sales and Lettings				    				  	             
	

			 1.
	Apologies:

Mujeeb Rehman – (RPC)


	



	
2.


	Minutes of the Last Meeting:

The minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 30th August were approved.

A question was asked regarding missing wheelie bins, which Paul will report back at the next meeting.

	



PG


	 3.
	Housing Benefit Update inc. LHA:

LHA update
No update
 
Legacy Benefits
Statement of Sir Stephen Timms Minister for Social Security & Disability-  20-Apr-26:
On 31st March 2026, the transition of customers receiving Income Support and income-based Jobseekers Allowance to Universal Credit was completed. Intention is to close income related Employment and Support Allowance and applicable Housing Benefit on 30th June 2026.
 
DWP intends to exempt customers who require time to find an appointee from the initial abolition date. DWP will provide customers with the additional time needed whilst a personal appointee is found, or a corporate appointee is agreed, finalising a later date for final closure when it is safe to do so. DWP will pro-actively engage with customers and their representatives to support them in making the move to Universal Credit.
Universal Credit is now claimed by more than 8 million people.
 
 
Crisis and Resilience Fund – Housing Payments
Now active and applications can be made online - https://burnley.gov.uk/benefits/crf-hp/
Rules similar to the old Discretionary Housing Payments
 
Crisis and Resilience Fund
General fund now open
Applications online at https://burnley.gov.uk/benefits/crisis-resilience-fund/request-support-from-the-crisis-and-resilience-fund/
 
The CRF is a non-repayable grant funded by the UK Government. It helps to prevent crisis, by supporting low-income households with essential costs such as food and energy.
Help available for:
Maximising  income
· Benefit entitlement checks
· Employment and training advice
· Budgeting and money management support
Connecting to advice services
· Referrals to trusted local organisations who can help with a range of needs, including debt, housing, wellbeing and family support
Reducing hardship and crisis pressures
· Access to community groceries
· Other practical support to reduce material deprivation and the need for crisis payments
· Crisis payments

A question was asked regarding 118 properties in Burnley that are occupied by Asylum Seekers, and who funded this, was advised they were funded by the Government.

	




	4.

	Selective Licensing Brief Update:

Ian went through the report.  There was 33% completion. 
Problem with software.  This is being replaced shortly.

Vanessa requested a check list to work off when filling in the application on line.

Landlord Licensing officers to attend future meetings.

Emails sent from the Landlord Licensing are not named, there is a feeling that the personal touch is missing.

The regularity of the Audits was questioned.

	




IF


	5.
	Housing Standards Brief Update:

The new report will be modified and ready for the next PRSF meeting.

Christian to attend the meeting for feedback.

The question was asked when the Improvement notice was satisfied.


	








	6.
	Landlord evening discussion:

All meetings are fully booked.

60 is the capacity for the next meeting Thursday 4th June 2026, Ian asked how many more there should be added as there were always no shows, was advised 70 plus the Forum.

Another meeting was suggested soon after due to the Renters Rights coming into effect.

Paul suggested looking at the Mechanics as there would be more capacity.

Gareth to deliver the meeting and provide the refreshments.
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	7.
	PRSF meeting dates to be arranged as well as future topics/items for Agenda:

Meetings once every 6 weeks agreed by the Forum.

Renters Rights and ASB to be discussed in future meetings.
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	8.
	AOB:

Vanessa mentioned a property next door to one of her properties which is owner occupier and a problem with rats. Vanessa just wanted to know what would be the next step and was advised that she speak to Environmental Health regarding the issue.

Gareth brought up Accreditation, and how this was regulated.  There is a need to be proactive as opposed to reactive.  Gareth to send Ian a check list that Property Mark worked from.

Tenant representative to be looked at by the Forum.


Next meeting will be Thursday 4th June 2026 at 1.30pm in the Reception Room.
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