PRIVATE SECTOR FORUM MEETING
Thursday 18th September  2025

In Attendance.				  		Officers
Eddie Hamilton - Landlord				 Paul Gatrell
Sagheer Akhtar – ( Belvoir)				 Ian Frankland 
Tristan Barr - Landlord                                            	Amjad Rana
Gareth Dooley – (Jon Simon Letting Agents)
Vanessa Robinson – Landlord
Matthew Hargreaves (Burnley Sales & Lettings)
		  	
				    				  	             
	

			 1.
	Apologies:

Mujeeb Rehman – Landlord
Tenant Representative


	

	
2.


	Minutes of the Last Meeting:

The minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 7th August were approved.

After 5pm telephone response to be investigated and reported back to the Forum – ongoing.

	



IF


	 3.
	Housing Benefit Update inc. LHA:

LHA
No update, nothing received yet from the DWP.
 
Migration of legacy benefits to UC
Continuing migration for working age claimants from HB to UC. Tax credits have ceased. Remaining legacy benefits being migrated and on track for completion by Apr-26.
 
Pensioner Housing Benefit 
DWP are progressing with work to bring together the administration of pensioner HB and Pension Credit. Early stages, no migration imminent.
 
Discretionary Housing Payments / Household Support fund
A new Crisis and Resilience Fund due to start on 1st April 2026, combining DHP’s to enable local authorities to deliver a more joined-up and streamlined service to customers.



	




	4.

	Selective Licensing Brief Update:

Ian went through the Brief.

The Forum wanted to know how the new trainer performed at the Landlord Development Day.  Vanessa to attend the next Development Day and feedback. 

	




VR

	5.
	Housing Standards Brief Update:

Ian went through the report.  

Concern was raised regarding HMO’s.

On the HMO report all the licensing/disrepair and proactive are grouped together, the Forum want these shown individually – Ian to sort.

The group discussed the demand for HMO’s and the availability of units on the market. It was agreed to carry out a short piece of market research to better understand the current position.

	





IF


GD

	6.
	Landlord evening debrief:

There was not a full turn out, Forum suggested a reminder should be sent out to Landlords nearer the time.

Access to the Private Rented Sector. – Paul and Eddie to look at feedback.

	




EH/PG


 

	7.
	ASB update:

Need for tenants to let their landlords know regarding ASB so that this can be dealt with. 

A discussion was held about a follow up to the ASB piece that was presented at the Landlord Evening. Paul to check with internal audit. Vanessa to prepare a short brief for the Selective Licensing Newsletter. 

Consideration was given to having a standing item on the SL newsletters about the work of the PRS Forum. Further consideration will be given to this and discussed at the next meeting.

	



PG/VR



All

	8.
	AOB:

Paul to chase up on Councillor representation at the Forum.

Next meeting will be Thursday 30th October 2025 in the Reception Room.

	

PG





