PRIVATE SECTOR FORUM MEETING
Thursday 15th May 2025

In Attendance.				  		Officers
Eddie Hamilton - Landlord				 Paul Gatrell
Vanessa Robinson - Landlord			 Ian Frankland 
Sagheer Akhtar – Belvoir                                            Amjad Rana	
Mujeeb Rehman – RPC
Tristan Barr – (Landlord)			
Matthew Hargreaves – Burnley Sales & Lettings
Gareth Dooley – Jon Simon Letting Agents		  	
				
				
           				  	             
				

		
			 1.
	Apologies:

Cllr Jack Launer                               
Cllr Jamie McGowan


	

	
2.


	Minutes of the Last Meeting:

The minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 27th March 2025 (AGM) were approved.

	

	 3.
	Housing Benefit Update inc. LHA:

Housing Benefit update
DWP have made good progress migrating customers from HB to UC. 
Tax Credits closed as of 5th April 2025 and all recipients will now have moved to UC.
ESA claimants are continuing to migrate and transfers will accelerate over the coming year for completion by April 2026.

There is a range of support offered by DWP to customers to help with moving to UC, including the Enhanced Support Journey which utilises phone calls and if needed visiting officers. There is also a Complex Case team for additional checks where customers cannot be contacted and aims to prevent any vulnerable customers from having their legacy benefits stopped before they move to UC.

No update on LHA rates – likely to be Autumn before we hear anything further in respect of rates for next year.

	




	4.

	Selective Licensing Brief Update:

Ian went through the Brief.

Technical difficulties with the Selective Licensing application on line was brought up.

The renewal function is being worked on.

The Declaration that needs to be ticked before proceeding with the application to be looked at by Legal.

	

	5.
	Housing Standards Brief Update:

Ian went through the report.

	






	6.
	Arrange Landlord Evening Dates:

Wednesday 10th September 2025 was suggested and approved.

The topics for the Agenda:

1. Energy Efficiency grants and processes (Euro Energy)
2. Workshop – Private Landlords and Homelessness processes.
3. Future Tax changes for Private Landlords.
4. Damp and Mould.

Timings and subject content to be clarified..


	

	7.
	Process to increase the number of homeless families moving into the Private Rental Sector:

PG to follow up discussion with Rent Guarantor.  Wilma to contact Help to Rent.


	


PG


	8.
	Analysis of Private Rented Sector houses EPC rating 2023:

Eddie asked Ian when the 2025 report would be available potentially next Summer.

	



	9.
	Tenant representative on the PRSF:

Still ongoing.


	





	10.
	AOB:

Paul to look at a Councillor representative as the Forum needs a nominated representative Councillor to attend the Forum.

Next meeting will be Thursday 26th June 2025 at 1.30pm in Committee Room 1.

	

PG



