	BURNLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

RISK ASSESSMENT FORM

	SERVICE: GSA
	SECTION / TEAM: Grounds Maintenance
	Ref. No. GM 110

	Job/ Area / Task covered by this assessment:

WORKING FROM MEWP TO CARRY OUT REMOVAL OF VEGETATION ON BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES

	Location / site: 

VARIOUS
	Persons or groups affected: 

STAFF / PUBLIC

	Any special considerations needed for women of child-bearing age / young people under 18: 

	Names of all involved in assessment process: (e.g., Worker rep, supervisor, assessor, adviser)

Team Leaders and Safety Rep
	Assessment date:

14.4.25

	Hazards / risk identified
	Current precautions
	Can I do anything else?

(Further action)
	Action priority rating
	Date completed

	
	
	
	
	Person responsible

	Work at Height
	Work at Height Regulations (2005) and Burnley Borough Council Work at Height Policy available to all staff.
If using access towers refer to safety manual (available in H & S folder) Avoid working at height wherever possible, look at methods of completing the work without the need for staff to work at height. Ensure all team members are familiar with key points of the regulations and policy.

	Refresh work at height training
	M
	Team leader

	Injury due MEWP failure
	Trained personnel to set up, operate, instruct and supervise the use of the MEWP.  Only operate in suitable weather conditions.  All PPE and in-date LOLER inspected harnesses to be worn at all times during work at height.
	
	M
	

	Slips, trips and falls
	Walkways to be kept clear from debris and trip hazards.  
	
	M
	

	Being struck by falling objects
	Hand tools should be kept in scabbards and bags to prevent accidentally dropping them.  Use of low breaking strength string or line can be used to prevent them falling between rises.  Tools not to be left hanging on bars or boards.  Inventory of tools brought onto scaffold to be checked off upon egress to prevent them being left in a precarious position.
Vegetation to be bagged to prevent accidentally dropping off the rises.  Portable or fixed lighting can be used to illuminate dark areas.
Exclude public from work zone using barriers and signs.


	
	M
	

	
	Groundsman to keep work area clear and communicate breaches or unsafe arisings with MEWP operators
	
	
	

	Dust from Ivy and wall render
	Wear face masks and eye protection.  Change masks regularly during the operation.
	
	M
	

	Unintentional dislodging of objects which fall from height.
	Continually inspect the integrity of the structure when pulling vegetation.  Use cutting tools to make sections smaller for ease of handling.  Leave sections which cannot be removed with ease.
	
	M
	

	Disturbance of birds nests
	If possible, carry out this operation outside of the nesting season.  If not possible, proceed with caution and stop if the presence of a nest is inspected and have it confirmed by a competent and qualified person.
	
	M
	


	Manager authentication: S KERR
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	Team Leader: 

	Date for review:

14.04.2026


