
Pheasantford street Audit Update 10th December 2021 

 

This is an update on the Pheasantford street audit carried out on the  16th September 2021. A report 

summarising the finding was subsequently presented on the 14th October 2021. The update is an 

assessment of the progress made in the area through partnership working between the Council’s 

Housing and Streetscene Departments.  

 

Dirty Backyards 

The owners of the  two dirty backyards identified on audit day (Pheasantford street and Bar street) 

were issued Notices under Section 80 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990,  by the Streetscene 

department. In response, the Pheasantford street yard was cleared by the property agent and the 

owner of the Bar street property agreed to pay to have their yard cleared by the Council. 

The Pheasantford street property is part of a large portfolio of properties owned and managed by a 

local company for overseas investors. As the property has all the hallmarks of an abandoned 

property, it continued to be targeted by fly-tippers. The agents have continued to clear the backyard 

on no less than two occasions since the audit. The Council have been informed that the property will 

soon be refurbished as new windows are on order with a view to having it occupied soon. 

There is a still a question mark over the occupancy status of the Bar street property. It is being 

considered for a Power of Entry by the Housing Department. The backyard has remained clear.   

Another property on Cobden street previously identified with a dirty backyard was also issued a 

Section 80 Notice (Environmental Protection Act 1990)  but the occupant failed the comply with the 

notice. The yard was subsequently cleared by the Council and the tenant was prosecuted on the 25th 

November 2021.  

Three further rented properties with dirty backyards have since been highlighted in the area, these 

are on Ribblesdale street, Cobden street and Bar street. Two of the backyards have mattresses and a 

sofa and one is littered with dog faeces. These backyards have been reported to the Streetscene 

department for action under Section 4 of Prevention of Damage by pests Act 1949. 

The joint audits which are undertaken only provide a snap shot in time of the issues which are found 

on the specific day on which the audit is undertaken. Streetscene officers continue to monitor the 

area on a regular basis as part of their day to day workloads. As we know, the environmental 

situation can change rapidly. Appendix A shows a full picture of activity within Bankhall between 

September and December 2021. All cases logged are followed through to completion. A suggestion 

for future initiatives is that we will narrow this report down to focus upon the specific areas to 

provide detailed activity at a targeted level.   

 

Waste Disposal Equipment and Fly-tipping on the Backstreets 

On Audit day, 10 properties were identified as having no waste disposal equipment. On the 11th 

November 2021 these properties were provided with a Refuse bin, white sack and blue boxes along 

with stickers for bins and a collection day calendar.  



Early signs are good as there appears to be far less side waste accumulating. Side waste 

subsequently leads to fly tipping. It is common practice for an occupant who doesn’t have a wheelie 

bin just to bring their waste out and leave it next to someone else’s wheelie bin. 

A recent assessment of the area identified that a vacant property on Bar street has become 

occupied. The property is not licenced and no licence application has been submitted. It appears to 

have a number of disrepairs. The landlord have not provided waste disposal equipment, leading to 

tenant fly tipping on the backstreet. The matter has been reported to the Streetscene department 

who will try and arrange for waste disposal equipment to be provided. An application for a licence 

for this property has been requested and we will take any necessary action if the owner fails to 

apply. 

There are still a number of properties with more than the one allowed wheelie bin. The extra 

wheelie bins will be confiscated and re-aligned as part of ‘bin pull back’ campaigns. 

Enforcement officers searched all bags deposited on the streets resulting in 1 Fixed penalty notice 

for side waste being issued on the day of the audit.  

Appendix A shows all of the enforcement activity within Bankhall between Sept – Dec 2021. In total 

51 FPNs have been issued within Bankhall for illegal dumping of black bags onto the back street. The 

intention for future projects will be to provide data specifically for the targeted area.  

As part of this project – an educational leaflet containing translations to the most common 

languages has been developed. Once finalised – this will be delivered to this target area and will also  

be used in other areas to be targeted going forwards. See Appendix B for Draft leaflet.  

 

Smoke Breaches  

Two privately rented properties were identified as not having smoke detection. Appropriate smoke 

detection has since been provided.   

 

Gas Safety Certificates (GSC)  

Landlords are being contacted on a regular basis asking them to supply their annual GSC’s.  The 

certificates will be checked and any found to have gaps between the expiry date of one certificate 

and the issue date of the other will have action taken against them. 

 

Energy Performance Certificates (EPC) 

Two properties were identified as having a lower EPC rating than an ‘E’. Up to date EPC certificates 

have now been provided where they now meet the minimum rating.  

 

Electrical Installation Condition Reports (EICR) 

Landlords are being contacted on a regular basis to get them to supply their periodic EICR’s.  The 

reports will be checked and any found to have gaps between the expiry date of one report and the 

issue date of the other will have action taken against them. 



 

Property Disrepairs 

There were 40 disrepairs identified on audit day.  These were brought to the attention of the 

Landlords/agents and we have had a positive response with 23 Landlords having remedied the 

defects.  Most of the remaining landlords have been in touch to say that they have scheduled in the 

works.  

 A re-assessment of the area on the 30th November 2021 identified a further 12 disrepairs, some of 

these were not identified on audit day whilst others were as a result of the storm damage. All 

landlords have been contacted and have been issued with a 15th January 2022 deadline. 

There is one quite major disrepair on Pheasantford street where there is  a partial collapse of an air 

raid shelter onto the backstreet. There  is currently a dispute between the owners of the properties 

and is being dealt with by the Housing department.   

 

Public Bin on Pheasantford st 

The Public bin near the car park on Pheasantford street is still causing issues by attracting a lot of fly 

tipping. It is not the only public bin causing issues as we seem to have similar issues with the one 

located on Pratt street. The bins are situated in very visible locations and any fly tipped material 

scattered around it attracts negative attention and is not easy on the eye.  

The waste is continuously checked by the Streetscene department for evidence.  Recent evidence 

ceased suggested that the waste may have come from two locations (Pheasantford Green and 

Rylands St).  

Enforcement officers have issued 2 fixed penalty notices for in relation to waste being incorrectly 

presented to the side of the litter bin.  

Reports of waste near the litter bin have since reduced. Streetscene enforcement continue to 

monitor the area. 

  

 


