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Introduction 

Burnley Council has prepared a draft Planning for Health Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for 
consultation.  

The SPD will supplement the policies of Burnley’s Local Plan 2012-2032 which was adopted on 31 July 
2018.  

SPDs elaborate on the policies and proposals in Local Plans but do not have their formal statutory 
‘development plan’ status. They are, however, material considerations in the determination of 
relevant development proposals.  

This statement is the Consultation Statement for the draft SPD as required by Regulation 12(a) of the 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 1 

The draft SPD 

The SPD provides detailed guidance on the application of the Local Plan policies in respect of health-
related matters. 

The SPD highlights the ways in which the planning system can contribute to protecting and improving 
people’s physical and mental health and promote the creation of healthy places. It explains how the 
relevant Local Plan policies can be applied to achieve better health outcomes and outlines or signposts 
other strategies and initiatives that support and complement the Local Plan policies. 

Whilst it could be shown that almost every Local Plan policy has a potential direct or indirect impact 
on people’s mental or physical health even if health is not its main or key emphasis, a number of 
policies have a specific link which the SPD seeks to explore.  

For some policies, the link to health is obvious and the application of the policy is clear and there is no 
need for discussion or additional guidance on the application of the policy in the SPD e.g. Policy IC1 c) 
ensuring safe and convenient access.  

For others, the link is either less clear or more complex and the SPD can be used to assist in the 
interpretation of the policy and its health impacts to better inform planning decisions.  

Early Consultation   

During the preparation of the draft SPD, early and informal consultation took place on its scope and 
content with internal officers, specifically those whose work relates to the issues within the document 
e.g. Policy and Engagement, Environmental Health, Green Spaces and Amenity, Burnley Leisure; and 
with Lancashire County Council Public Health and Wellbeing team and the Pennine Lancashire 
‘Healthier Place Healthier Future’ Programme (HPHF) team. 
 
The emerging document was refined taking into account the comments/advice received.  

 
1 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/part/5/made 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/part/5/made


Formal Consultation  

The Council’s Executive at its meeting on 14 June 2022 resolved that the draft SPD be issued for 
statutory consultation under Regulation 12 (b).  
 
Under the Town and Country Planning (England) Regulations 2012 there is a requirement for a 
minimum of four weeks public consultation on all SPDs. The Council’s adopted Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) extends this period to six weeks to allow more time for interested 
parties to respond. 
 
The consultation is to commence on 29 June 2022 for a six week period until 10 August 2022 at 5pm.  

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  

SPDs can require Strategic Environmental Assessment under the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 (‘the SEA Regulations’).   
 
The Council carried out a screening exercise in order to establish whether the SPD requires a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Council prepared an initial assessment/preliminary 
determination on 11 May 2020. It found that it is unlikely that significant effects on the environment 
will arise as a result of the SPD and as such that Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required.  
 
The Council consulted with the three statutory consultees required for this purpose (Historic England, 
Natural England and the Environment Agency) who confirmed their agreement with the Council’s 
conclusion. 
 
Economy and Growth 

29 June 2022 
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