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 Introduction 1.

What is a Conservation Area? 

1.1 Conservation areas are ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.’ Conservation areas 
identify the familiar and cherished local scene that creates a sense of place and community 
and typically covers the older parts of towns and villages whose surviving historic, 
architectural and locally distinctive features are important to conserve for present and future 
generations. There are presently ten conservation areas in Burnley, covering some 127 
hectares of historic townscape. Embracing the best of the borough’s built historic 
environment they range widely in character from pre-industrial settlements to areas of 
middle-class Victorian housing and to important collections of industrial buildings. 

1.2 Conservation area designation recognizes the unique quality of an area as a whole. It 
is not just the contribution of individual buildings that is important, but the sense of place 
created by different components such as topography and setting; historic development; 
layout, buildings and other structures; historic and current uses; open spaces, trees and other 
landscape features that all combine to provide the area’s special character and appearance. It 
is this character, rather than individual buildings, that designation seeks to preserve or 
enhance. 

1.3 Whilst conservation area status does introduce additional planning controls and 
considerations (see Appendix A), it should be recognised that conservation areas are 
designated to ensure that change is managed in a way that does not lose sight of the special 
historic and architectural qualities of the area, rather than to prevent all change.  

What is a Conservation Area Appraisal? 

1.4 In order to successfully preserve or enhance the character or appearance of a 
conservation area, it is important to understand and communicate to stakeholders what the 
architectural or historic interest of the area is. 

1.5 A Conservation Area Appraisal seeks to do this through an analysis of the layout, 
buildings and other structures, open spaces and history that make the area special and 
through the identification of those key issues which need to be resolved if this special 
character is to be ‘preserved or enhanced’. The Appraisal Map in Chapter 7.0 provides a visual 
summary of the key townscape attributes that contribute to the overall character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area including views and vistas; open space and trees; 
landmarks features; and buildings of notable historic or architectural interest.  

1.6 A Conservation Area Appraisal is generally a ‘broad brush’ process and as such it does 
not seek to analyse or describe every characteristic or individual building or feature within the 
conservation area that contributes to or detracts from its character and appearance. Whilst 
every effort has been taken to include those currently visible elements that are key to its 
special character; where a building a feature has not been specifically highlighted, it cannot 
not be taken to imply that it holds no visual or historic value to the conservation area.  
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1.7 Historic England provides guidance on undertaking conservation area appraisal and 
this has been taken into account in the preparation of the appraisal. 1 

How will  the Conservation Area Appraisal  be used? 

1.8 This document is intended to help owners and occupiers of buildings as well as 
decision-makers to manage change in a positive, proactive manner that will preserve and 
where possible enhance the special interest of the conservation area. The Appraisal will be 
used in the following ways:  

• To help ensure that development proposals and regeneration schemes, within or 
affecting the setting of a conservation area, have regard to the special qualities of the 
area and aim to preserve or sympathetically enhance the character or appearance of 
the area. It will be a material consideration in the determination of planning 
applications; 

• To inform those considering investment in the area and provide a useful source of 
information for property owners, agents, applicants and members of the public; 

• To raise public awareness and appreciation of the significance of the conservation 
area. 

Consultation on the Conservation Area Appraisal  

1.9 The draft appraisal was available for public comment during a six week consultation 
period finishing on 3rd November 2017. After this time, a Consultations Report was prepared 
and amendments were made as appropriate. The appraisal was finalised and published in 
February 2018. 

History of Designation 

1.10 This document provides the first published appraisal of Worsthorne Conservation Area 
which was designated a conservation area on the 10th March 1978. The designation report 
states that “The oldest buildings in the village date from the 17th century, although their 
foundations are probably earlier than this.  Jackman's Hall and Wallstreams, both early 17th 
century, are Statutory Listed Buildings.  The village possesses an interesting blend of 
architectural styles.  Evidence of its role as a farming settlement is seen in the clusters of 
farmhouses, cottages and barns enclosing the village streets.  Later additions which stem from 
the Industrial Revolution include the mills and the terraced workers' cottages which, in 
Worsthorne, are of a scale that harmonises with the older parts.  Unlike Harle Syke, 
Worsthorne is still separated from the encroaching suburbs of Burnley.  The village centres on 
an informal open area, Church Square, with the Church School, mill and other buildings giving 
a strong enclosed character.  Five streets lead out of the Square.  This gives the core of the 
village a pleasing individuality, which it is considered desirable to protect as a Conservation 
Area”.  

                                                      
1 https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-designation-appraisal-management-
advice-note-1/heag040-conservation-area-designation-appraisal-and-management.pdf/ 
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Fig 1: Worsthorne Conservation Area Boundary (Crown Copyright 100021714 2004) 

Planning Policy Context 

1.11 The designation of a conservation area is only the first stage in the protection of the 
special architectural and historic interest of an area. Designation is reinforced by the 
application of development control policies and other planning policy measures aimed at 
preserving or enhancing the area's special architectural or historic interest. 

1.12 Conservation areas are given national policy protection through the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) where they are identified as a type of ‘Designated Heritage Asset’. 
They are also given protection through the Borough’s Local Plan. 

1.13 Legislation requires that in the exercise of planning functions within conservation 
areas, ‘special attention should be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character or appearance of that area’.  

1.14 Further information on the legislative requirements and local planning policy is set out 
in Appendix A  
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 Summary of Special Interest 2.
2.1 Worsthorne retains much of the character and appearance of a traditional farming 
village, which saw later additions in both housing and industrial buildings as a result of the 
textile industry. The settlement pattern or ‘urban grain’ is typical of such villages; clusters of 
older buildings have developed in an organic fashion with some general orientation around 
the historic routes through the village. The special interest which justifies the designation of 
the historic core of Worsthorne as a conservation area and which defines its character is 
summarised as follows: 

• Historic upland farming settlement with its origins in agriculture that later diversified 
into handloom and then factory weaving. 

• Open moorland setting to the north and east crossed by ancient packhorse routes, 
such as Gorple Road, which climbs high over the South Pennines to the Calder Valley.  

• A distinctive centre of crossroads and small village square, a unique settlement 
character within the Borough, framed by St John the Evangelist Church and other 
significant heritage assets giving a strong enclosed character.  

• The survival of many buildings that clearly demonstrate the origins and development 
of the settlement as seen in the clusters of vernacular farmhouses, cottages and barns 
enclosing the village streets, domestic properties to accommodate textile production 
and those buildings that provided for the spiritual and educational needs of the rapidly 
expanding workforce. 

• Key individual buildings including Saint John the Evangelist Church, Former School, 
Reading Rooms, Bay Horse Inn, Crooked Billet, Jacksons Farm, Wallstreams and 
Butchers Barn as well as a wide variety of smaller pre-1845 cottages and mid-late 19th 
century terraces.2 

• Surviving examples of ‘back to back’ terraced housing at Water Street, Hope Street, 
Halstead Street and Ormerod Street. 

• The predominance of locally quarried sandstone together with simple and robust 
vernacular detailing to the built form combine to provide a great sense of visual 
harmony. 

• Mature trees and green spaces. 

• Areas of surviving historic street surfaces and street furniture, most notably on Church 
Square.  

  

                                                      
2 Details of all statutory listed buildings and structures can be found at the National Heritage List for England. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/ 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/
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 General Character Appraisal 3.

Location and Landscape Setting 

3.1 Worsthorne is an upland farming settlement of ancient origins situated on the 
western edge of the South Pennines and 2.5 miles to the east of Burnley Town Centre. The 
settlement is adjacent to the valley of the River Brun, and its open setting affords distant 
views to the wider countryside and surrounding settlements, including Pendle Hill, Crown 
Point and Cliviger Gorge. A large part of the setting consists of moorland hill country which 
forms the boundary between Lancashire and Yorkshire and is crossed by ancient trans-
pennine packhorse routes. The settlement is bounded by ancient enclosure to the north. 
Agricultural land is used for pasturage and the soil is clay, overlying shale. 

    
Fig 2:  Gorple Rd ascending easterly towards open moorland (left) and distant views along Gorple Rd west (right)                                                       

3.2 The village has a strong sense of character derived from its location where urban form 
gives rise to open moors and its varied collection of vernacular buildings concentrated around 
the church square which is located at the meeting point of four roads, of which the most 
important historically is the old Burnley Road (Brownside Road) connecting Worsthorne to 
Burnley. Leading north from the square is Extwistle Road, this narrow country road passes 
remote upland communities and farmsteads on its route towards Colne. Leading south from 
the Square Ormerod Street, taking its name from the former Ormerod Estate on the banks of 
the River Brun (off Red Lees Road) links the village to Hurstwood in the east and the Long 
Causeway to the south.  

    
Fig 3: Ormerod House, home of Revd. William Thursby, demolished c.1929 due to subsidence damage. 
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3.3 Running almost due east from the square is Gorple Road, a medieval packhorse route 
that climbs high over the South Pennines (forming part of the Pennine Bridleway and Burnley 
Way) on a lonely route to the Calder Valley. Gorple Road was a principal route for the woolen 
trade, the most important industry in the area’s economy during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, between industrial East Lancashire and the Calder Valley in the days 
before the canal and railway.3 

3.4 Modern (post 1930s) housing estates have developed around the historic core of the 
village predominantly to the south and west.  

Historic Development and Archaeology 

3.5 According to Ekwell and Wyld’s dictionaries of Lancashire place names, the name 
Worsthorne possibly derives from the Anglo Saxon language meaning ‘The Homested by the 
Thornbush’. Although there is some physical evidence of pre-historic settlement and human 
activity in the area surrounding Worsthorne no prehistoric remains are known to have been 
found within the village itself. Scheduled Monuments to the north-east and on moorland to 
the east of the village relate to Bronze Age settlements and activity that continued into the 
Roman-British era and include Twist Castle Romano-British Farmstead and to the east of this a 
bowl barrow; a round cairn and bowl barrow on Hameldon Pasture; and two Romano-British 
farmsteads (surviving as earthworks) known as Ring Stones; and a ring cairn on Slipper Hill. 
There is no documentary evidence to indicate that a settlement existed at Worsthorne before 
the twelfth century. 

3.6 Medieval Worthorne was part of the Honour of Clitheroe and the Parish of Whalley. 
The settlement developed as a remote agricultural community, sparsely tenanted, over much 
of the medieval period. The village of “Wythe” was first documented in 1150 when Henry of 
“Wrdest” granted a toft and croft to Henry son of Adam Windle. In the early 1200s the Lords 
of Clitheroe appear to have divided the hamlet known as Worsthorn amongst a number of 
free tenants, valued as two plough-lands in 1242. In 1258 the free tenants in Worsthorn paid 
20s. for a dye house, and 21½d. rent is also recorded.  In 1292 Henry de Lacy granted to Oliver 
de Stansfield, as a reward for faithful services, the homage and service of the free tenants of 
Worsthorn, twenty-one tenements being given. This was the origin of the later manor 
of Worsthorn, for which Oliver de Stansfield was recorded in 1311 as rendering 1d. yearly. At 
that time Worthorn is thought to have been of relative local importance.  

3.7 It is thought that the village may have developed in response to its proximity to the 
ancient network of South Pennine packhorse routes connecting Lancashire to Yorkshire 
providing the main artery for transporting goods (fleeces and cloth) and minerals (coal, salt, 
lime) from medieval times until the construction of the first turnpike roads in the eighteenth 
century. 

                                                      
3 St John’s the Evangelist has the grave of a packmaster, a person whose job was to lead the packhorses across the moors. In 
the 1820s no less than 12 packhorse owners were living in the area around Worthorne and Cliviger operating between them 
around 180 ponies. 
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3.8 Evidence would suggest that two timber framed Halls existed within the core of 
Worsthorn by the mid-1500s, indicative of the prosperity within the settlement at that time. 

3.9 Worsthorn was primarily an agricultural community, but by the seventeenth century 
the early development of domestic cloth (woollen) production led to further growth and an 
occupational diversity within the hamlet. Cloth production was a cottage based industry 
based on a dual economy of agriculture and weaving, with some small scale sandstone 
quarrying activity. Sheep were grazed on surrounding moorland and 
farmhouses, cottages and outbuildings were used for the spinning of yarn and weaving of 
woollen cloth, the process usually involved materials being taken from one dwelling to 
another as the stages of production progressed. The cloth pieces were then taken to the Cloth 
Hall at Heptonstall by packhorse.  

3.10 By the seventeenth century the dual economy of farming and the local wool trade had 
reached an intensity where sufficient fortunes could be made. One of the choice targets for 
domestic wealth was creating a substantial home in stone, often on or near the sites of earlier 
buildings, as a symbol of status and prestige. By the mid-seventeenth century there was a 
concentration of substantial houses of notable significance, relative to the size of the 
settlement. The most distinguished of its time being Worsthorne Hall, a substantial three-
story gritstone building which occupied a site on a rising piece of ground on the west bank of 
the narrow stream which runs through the village (now occupied by Numbers 1-6 Old Hall 
Square). Constructed in c.1638 for a Robert and Elizabeth Halstead, the hall was described in 
the 1890s as “probably the best example of substantial and ornamental domestic architecture 
in Lancashire” but having fallen into decay and mainly due to mining operations underneath, 
it was demolished in 1893. Some of the stone is thought to have been used for building Ivy 
Bank (Brunshaw Road) which was built in a similar style. The archway, which once contained 
the main door of the Old Hall, is thought to have been incorporated into the boundary wall to 
Old Hall Farm.  

     

Fig 4: Worsthorne Hall (Courtesy of Towneley Hall Art Gallery) (left ) and boundary wall to Old Hall Farm (right).  

3.11 This period left a notable collection of vernacular buildings, surviving examples include 
Jacksons Farmhouse and Wallstreams. These well-appointed houses with their high quality 
stonework and refined detailing demonstrate the relative prosperity of the area between 
1500 and 1700. 
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3.12 Wallstreams (see fig 45) is set in the line of a stream, which appears to have been 
diverted around the site to form a small moat, and is a stone built complex comprising barn, 
cottage and house built c.1593 for John Towne of Heptonstall. Elements of constructional 
details would suggest that the main house dates from the early 1500s and is thought to have 
replaced an earlier “Medieval” timber framed hall. Historical Lay Subsidy Records dated 1544 
lists William Folds as owning and residing at Wallstreams Farm, 20 acres of lands and 2 acres 
of woods. It is noted that the family had two pews reserved for them at St Peter’s Church and 
most therefore have been a large and influential family. Notable phases in the building’s 
history include use as the curate’s house for St John’s Church, referred to as Old Parsonage, in 
the mid-1800s.  

3.13 Jackson’s Farmhouse and Cottage (also known as Jackman’s House or Old Hall) is 
located off Gorple Road, an ancient packhorse route that winds its way over the South 
Pennines to the farmsteads above Hebden Bridge, and overlooked the former village green 
once best known as a centre for the brutal sport of bull baiting and cock fighting.4 Thought to 
have been built by the Cunliffes of Wycoller before they came into possession of Wycoller Hall 
(1611) the eastern wing dates back to the late 1500s and the timber framed main hall range 
and west wing were replaced with the present Elizabethen style stone building in c.1627. 

3.14 At the same time many large barns were also built, for example Wallstreams 
and Butchers Barns. Handloom weaving at this time was a staple industry and was the main 
source of wealth to the community. The medieval packhorse routes remained the main artery 
for trade. 

     
Fig 5: Yates Map 1786, Courtesy of Lancashire County Council. 

3.15 It is thought that Worsthorne remained a small hamlet of farm buildings and scattered 
cottages, albeit with some relationship to trade routes, until the late eighteenth and early 

                                                      
4 Bull baiting and cock fighting was common practice until outlawed in the 1830s 
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nineteenth centuries when the textile industry eventually overtook agriculture as the main 
occupation in the village and the growth towards more of a coherent village took place. The 
survival rate of buildings coupled with historical map evidence suggest a great deal of new 
development occurred during this period including the building of purpose built weavers’ 
cottages to house the workers using handlooms in their homes, some of which still survive. 
The 1845 map (figure 6) shows the early groups of cottages clustered around Church Square 
and Ormerod Street and also the buildings in the nucleus of the village that provided for the 
spiritual and educational needs including the national school building (1831 now demolished), 
Saint John’s the Evangelist Church (1835), Wesleylan Methodist Chapel (1837) and Old 
Crooked Billet (pre-1845). These buildings demonstrate the changing status of the farming 
settlement in the nineteenth century.  

3.16 Quarrying appears to have been another important early industry. The 1845 map 
below shows a number of small quarries for sandstone extraction located to the east of the 
settlement. 

  
Fig 6:  OS First Edition Map c.1845, Courtesy of Lancashire County Council. 

3.17 Worsthorne did not possess a church building until 1835 when the Bishop of Chester 
consecrated the Church of Saint John’s the Evangelist. The laying of the foundation stone was 
recorded on the 20th September 1834 by the Preston Chronicle as follows: “The first stone of 
this edifice….. was laid on Thursday week, by the Rev. Wm. Thursby, M.A., of Ormerod House. 
The day was fine, and was ushered in by the ringing of bells, and other tokens of rejoicing. 
Soon after one o'clock, a procession was formed at the National School, Burnley, composed of 
the clergy and gentry of the neighborhood, the churchwardens, the builders, the Odd Fellows, 
and other societies, headed by a band, and brought up in the rear by twenty-five children of 
the National School. The whole, interspersed with flags and banners, had an exhilarating 
effect, as they marched to the site of the intended church, which is nearly in the centre of the 
village, surrounded by several picturesque old mansions, and shaded by two fine ashes. ……. 
The procession returned to Burnley, and broke up after partaking of some refreshments in 
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front of Bank Hall. By the kind attention of its owners the children of the Worsthorn Schools, 
300 in number, with many of their friends, were regaled with buns and coffee immediately 
after the ceremony, and the societies, and other parties who took a share in the proceedings, 
were hospitably entertained in the evening. There is, we believe, but one other instance of the 
performance of such a ceremony within the extensive and populous parish of Whalley, since 
the reign of King Henry the eight, a sufficient proof that the exertions made for the 
accomplishment of this good work had been long and urgently needed.” 

3.18 In the later-nineteenth century growth of Worsthorne was influenced by the 
diversification from domestic to factory weaving. It is recorded that on the 28th September 
1863, 2,260 square yards of land behind Clogger’s Tenement and the Old School were 
acquired by the Halstead family for building the village’s first textile mill. The village 
consequently looked to this large mill, known locally as Gorple Mill (shown as cotton mill on 
the 1890 map), as the focus for employment.  

 

Fig 7: OS First Edition Map c.1890, Burnley Borough Council 

3.19 The 1890 Ordnance Survey map shows the nineteenth century addition largely to 
the north of the village comprising more formally designed terraced houses (some of which 
were arranged back-to-back) built to house the growing population which had increased by a 
quarter in the period 1861 to 1881 (from 865 to 1,083). The village did not expand 
significantly following the construction of the mill which would indicate that the former 
weaver’s cottages are likely to have housed employees in the mill and as such domestic 
handloom weaving is likely to have largely ceased.  
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3.20 A new Methodist Chapel had been built off Chapel Street to accommodate the 
growing congregation (1877 now demolished), a new school building (1872) and Parish 
Reading Rooms (1874).  

 
Fig 8: View west across Church Square c. early 1900.  Note the chimney and weaving sheds of Gorple Mill and 
the Methodist Church to the rear of the Parish Reading Rooms. 

3.21 In 1870-72, Reverend John Marius Wilson’s Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales 
described Worsthorne as “a township and chapelry in Whalley Parish, Lancashire. The 
township lies two miles East of Burnley railway station and bears the names of Worsthorn-
With-Hurstwood. Acres 2,800. Real property, £2,054; of which £235 are in quarries. 
Population 865. Houses, 169. The chapelry was constituted in 1842; and its Post town is 
Burnley. Population 1,015. Houses, 200. The property is subdivided. The living is a vicarage in 
the diocese of Manchester. Value, £120. Patrons, Hulme’s Trustees. The church is good”. 
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Fig 9: Ordnance Survey 1910, Burnley Borough Council 

3.22 The 1910 and 1930 Ordnance Survey maps show that the expansion between 1845 
and 1890 had slowed and although Worsthorne had continued to grow in size, with the 
construction of Gordon Street Mill in 1905 and associated housing (Lennox Street, Cross 
Street and Gordon Street), the Conservation Area remained relatively unchanged until the 
mid-twentieth century with the exception of a small area to the north of east of Church 
Square including the Bay Horse Inn (1899) and adjacent early Edwardian terraced houses. 

3.23 The next phase in the development of the Worsthorne did not take place until after 
the Second World War with modern housing developments built around the historic core of 
the village, predominantly to the south and west, and the construction of a new primary 
school. The Methodist Chapel was demolished in the 1980s though the Sunday school 
building and burial ground remains. In more recent years Gorple Mill was demolished and 
redeveloped with housing (Annarly Fold) leaving no visible reminder of this important 
element of the village’s history and development.  

Lancashire Historic  Environment Record  

3.24 The Lancashire Historic Environment Record is the definitive record of all known 
archaeology in the County. An extract from the Historic Environment Record at Appendix D 
provides details of surviving buildings and features of historic and archaeological interest and 
those which have now been lost.  

General Character,  Layout and Form 

3.25 The character and appearance of the Conservation Area is still strongly influenced by 
its origins as a farming settlement which grew into a more coherent village in the late 



15 

eighteenth and early nineteenth century promted by textile production.  Much of the early 
textile work would have taken place in domestic properties before becoming factory based 
with the construction of Gorple Mill in the 1860s. The general character of the Conservation 
Area is also due largely to the building materials available locally, traditional local 
construction styles and techniques and the activities and relative prosperity of individuals 
living in the settlement at different periods in history.  

3.26 The focus of the village is Church Square where the plan form is organic, with buildings 
both detached and terraced developed in a largely irregular fashion with some general 
orientation around Church Square, Ormerod Street and Gorple Road. Buildings clustered 
around the Church Square including the church, school and  reading rooms illustrate the 
changing status of the farming settlement in the ninteenth century and the robust and 
confident civic design of the Victorian era. St John the Evangelist Church and its churchyard 
with mature trees is a strong focal point in the centre of the village. The eastern and western 
fringes of the Conservation Area are more obviously rural in character. Vernacular buildings 
that relate to the early farming settlement are still evident with a small number of mid-late 
nineteenth century cottages that are testament to the later diversification to handloom 
weaving.  

 
Fig 10: Date of buildings within the Conservation Area. 

3.27 The village expanded to the north of Church Square  in the mid-to-late nineteenth 
century with the construction of tight knit and regulraly set out streets of utilitarian terraced 
houses, some back-to-back, built to provide accommodation for those working in 
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Worsthorne’s first textile mill (c.1864). These two-storey terrace rows were built close to 
back-of-pavement, are of relatively uniform scale and display strong building lines.  

3.28 To the south of the Conservation Area, along Ormerod Street, the plan form is 
essentially linear with mostly two storey buildings aligned to the road that do not extend to 
any depth either side.  This area has expanded signficiantly to the east and west with post-
1930 housing development which has had a largely suburbanising effect at constrast with the 
historic built character.  

3.29 With the exception of the demolition of Gorple Mill (redeveloped as Annarly Fold) the 
Conservation Area retains its mid-to-late nineteenth century layout and form. 

 

 

Fig 11: This diagram shows the 
relationship of buildings and spaces 
within the Conservation Area, the solid 
mass of buildings are shown in black and 
everything else (gardens, roads, open-
spaces etc) are white. The built form is 
largely orientated around the four main 
routes and Church Square in a varied 
layout reflecting their uses and period of 
development. To the north the mid-late 
terraced housing is characterised by 
strong linear streets, around the square 
and to the east buildings have a looser 
and less rigid grain and to the south 
development is aligned to Ormerod 
Street.  

 

 

3.30 The Conservation Area includes buildings of a variety of architectural styles and 
periods including seventeenth century yeoman (farm)houses5, barns and other farm 
buildings,  handloom weaver’s cottages, later nineteenth century mill workers terraces, 
religious establishments, commercial and civic buildings. Whilst the Conservation Area has a 
varied character, overall, the predominance of locally quarried sandstone together with 
simple and robust vernacular detailing to the built form provide a great sense of unity to the 
Conservation Area.  

  

                                                      
5 Yeomen farmers used the wealth they accumulated from the dual economy of farming and textiles to build houses that 
reflected their position at the top of local society. The local textile trade by the 17th-century had reached an intensity where 
sufficient fortunes could be made, and one of the choice targets for domestic wealth was in creating a substantial home in 
stone. Surviving examples include Wallstreams and Jacksons Farmhouse. 
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Buildings, Materials and Detailing  

Buildings  

3.31 Wherever possible the boundary of the Conservation Area has been drawn tightly 
around the surviving historic buildings and features in the historic (pre 1890) core of the 
village. Modern (post 1930) properties have, for the most part, been excluded from the 
Conservation Area, with the notable exception of Annarly Fold. As such most of the buildings 
within the Conservation Area are of interest and make a positive contribution to the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area. Buildings of notable interest and those that 
positively contribute to the character and appearance of the conservation area are described 
in the detailed character analysis in Chapter 4.0.  

3.32 There are four listed buildings in the Conservation Area; Jacksons Farmhouse and 
Cottage (Grade II*), Saint John’s the Evangelist Church (Grade II), Wallstreams Farm (Grade II) 
and Numbers 11-15 Church Square (Grade II).  

3.33 The Conservation Area includes buildings of a variety of architectural styles and 
periods with significant interest derived from the age range (spanning around 400 years) and 
original purpose of the surviving historic buildings. The earliest extant buildings date from the 
first half of the seventeenth century and include Jacksons Farmhouse and Cottage and 
Wallstreams Farm, higher staus houses thought to have replaced earlier timber framed halls 
(fragments of which are thought to survive) and  reflect the success of the yeomen farmers of 
the time. These buildings are constructed of sandstone walling with large quoins and roofs of 
stone slates. The windows are in ranges of two or more, deeply recessed with shaped 
mullions and splayed reveals. Hood moulds are formed over the windows and string courses 
are built on at first floor level. The buildings feature two storey gabled porches with flattened 
arch door heads.  

3.34 Butchers Barn dates from c.1630 and is a rare example of an aisled6 barn. The building 
whilst being low in height is impressively large in size, being up to  23 metres in span. The 
ancient oak roof structure was removed and replaced with steel framework and hardrow tiles 
in the late 1970s.  

 
Fig 12: Butcher’s Barn, Ormerod Street  (Locally Listed Building) 

                                                      
6 Aisled barns represent a change in farming practice from pastoral to arable between 1570 and 1640 designed to provide 
superior storage for large quantities of cereal crops.  
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3.35 Other notable building types include surviving examples of pre-1850 handloom 
weavers cottages and back-to- back terraces such as Numbers 11-15 Church Square and 
Numbers 1-9 Chapel Street; and traditional farmhouses and working farm buildings including 
those at Old Hall Farm, Greenwoods Farm and the buildings associated with Jacksons and 
Wallstreams Farms. Buildings that illustrate the changing status of the farming settlement in 
the ninteenth century are also considered significant and include Saint John’s the Evangelist 
Church, Wesylan Methodist Sunday School, the former village school and  Parish/Reading 
Rooms and later nineteenth century terraced houses built to provide accommodation for 
those working in Worthorne’s first textile mill (c.1864). 

 
Fig 13: Numbers 11-15 Church Square, Grade II Listed block of eighteenth century back-to-back cottages 
converted to shop and tea rooms. Coursed sandstone with slate roof, much altered. 

3.36 Buildings are relatively simple and the terrace form, grown incrementally as reflected 
in the varying heights; fenestration; detailing and irregularly shaped frontage, predominates 
throughout the Conservation Area. However, some later Victorian buildings such as the Bay 
Horse Inn, Reading Rooms and former School are detached and more formally designed 
displaying the architectural refinement and decoration that had that had become common 
during this period of relative wealth and prosperity, contrasting with the more functional and 
vernacular style buildings that had been common in the village up to the 1870’s. 

    
Fig 14: The school house represents a more formal architectural style than the older agricultural buildings. 
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3.37 The barns and farmhouses bring a different vernacular to the street scene. They are 
very simple and robust in form, of squared coursed rubble with large stone quoins to corners, 
and heavy stone slate roofs some of which slope down low. Openings are minimal with cart 
entrances being significant features. 

3.38 Domestic properties built to house textile workers were constructed in a robust, 
functional style with little ornamentation. Their simple building forms, repetition of openings 
and universal use of the local sandstone, impart a strong sense of place. Of note are the pre-
1845 cottages and mid-1800s back-to-back cottages. These cottages are constructed mainly 
of squared and coursed stonework (some watershot) with some random rubble and rendered 
stonework elevations, such as Numbers 10-18 Ormerod Street, and shallow pitch stone slate 
roofs. Window openings are small and squared with plain sawn stone jambs, lintels and sills 
and would originally have held simple casement or sash frames. Door openings are similar in 
detail and some early examples have a simple pediment made of two angled flat pieces of 
stone, such as Numbers 11-15 Church Square and Numbers 1-5 Gorple Road. Cottages open 
directly onto the pavement and those built or adapted for handloom weaving can usually be 
distinguished by the presence of two square windows, providing light for the loomshops, 
which were usually at first floor level.   

3.39 There is a relatively large proportion of surviving back-to-back housing7 (1845-1890) 
within the Conservation Area. Some properties have been knocked through to make one 
larger property, such as Numbers 1-9 Ormerod Street. 

      
Fig 15: Back-to-back houses are generally characterised by a door/window pattern arranged symmetrically 
around a central doorway with flanking windows either side on both floors.  Note the bathroom waste pipes to 
the front which are typically found on the rear elevation of “through” houses. Later nineteenth century 
“through” terraces have a narrower frontage with windows generally offset to the right of the door, one on each 
floor.  

                                                      
7 Back-to-back housing was an early form of low cost high density housing built in high numbers in industrial towns across the 
north. Construction was outlawed by the 1909 Housing Act and the 1930 Housing Act encouraged Councils to clear such 
houses which had deteriorated structurally under slum clearance programmes as they were considered unsanitary and had 
become hotspots for social deprivation. Once a common house type in the borough very few survived post war slum 
clearance programmes. 
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3.40 Mid–to-late nineteenth century terraces have walls constructed mainly of squared and 
coursed sandstone with roofs of blue welsh slate, made available by the advent of the canals 
and railways, and gutterinng is often supported by corbels. Window openings have a vertical 
emphasis and are defined by square cut blocks of stone to form heads, sills and jambs. Door 
openings are similar in detail. Window frames would originally have been timber sliding sash. 
Properties both open directly onto the pavement or have small garden forecourts with low 
stone boundary walls, such as Numbers 250–276 Brownside Road, and in most cases an 
enclosed yard is located at the rear of the property.     

Materials  and Detai l ing  

3.41 Sandstone, quarried from the hills around the village, is the predominant building 
material for general walling; architectural dressings such as window and door surrounds; 
quoins; coping stones to gables and chimneystacks; and boundary walls. There are a few 
buildings, or parts of buildings, within the Conservation Area where render or brickwork has 
been used. There is some variation in the type of stone and coursing due to the source, date 
of construction, requirements of the builders and masons’ style which provide a range of 
textures and colours. Generally the building stone is squared and set to courses, usually with 
a rock-faced or tooled finish with some watershot coursing, a typical feature of pre-1850 
buildings where the sandstone blocks are set at an angle designed to shed water more easily. 
Good examples include Numbers 1-7 Smith Street and 17- 25 Water Street.  

   
Fig 16: Coursed blocks of rock faced sandstone (left) and tooled sandstone with “strap” pointing (right). 

       
Fig 17: Sandstone door and window features. 
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3.42 Some randomly laid rubble and rendered stonework are apparent to gable and rear 
elevations but also on some principal elevations such as Number 1 Higgin Street and Numbers 
1-7 Gorple Road. Smooth blocks of stone called ashlar are used for defining window and door 
openings to the Bay Horse Inn and the Crooked Billet where it provides a more quality finish. 

3.43 Mortars were traditionally lime based and brushed back to the face of the stone. The 
proliferation of ‘strap’ cement pointing is a regrettable feature detracting from the visual 
appearance of a building, but also causes damage to the stonework. In some instances the 
elevations of buildings have been unsympathetically altered such as rendered and/or painted 
or traditional render removed to expose rubble stonework. This undermines the original 
character and traditional appearance as well as adversely affecting the integrity of a group of 
buildings, as it visually contrasts with parts of the group. This also applies to the painting of 
openings or sills. 

3.44 With the exception of the four listed buildings, there appears to be no historic 
windows and doors in the Conservation Area, with a significant number having been replaced 
in plastic, usually white in colour. Similarly most of the front doors, originally painted timber, 
have been replaced with off-the-shelf modern alternatives. 

3.45 Most windows and doors are often surrounded with plain stone jambs, lintels and sills 
with varying types and sizes of openings depending on the age of the building. A limited 
number of domestic buildings display more ornamentation to door and window surrounds, a 
good example being No. 276 Brownside Road.  

3.46 Sandstone slates were commonly used as a roofing material on pre-1850 buildings and 
imported cheaper welsh slate made available by the advent of the canals and railways can be 
found on most of the buildings which were constructed after 1850. 

   
Fig 18: Examples of random rubble and render to Nos 1-5 Gorple Road and Ashlar frontage to No 3 Annarly Fold. 

Public Realm 

3.47 Historically the streets and pavements of Worsthorne, where formally surfaced, would 
have been laid with stone sets and stone paving flags.  Now areas of original surfacing 
materials are extremely limited, the roads and pavements throughout the Conservation Area 
being mainly surfaced in tarmac, which in many places detracts from the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area. A small area of stone setts (probably 19th century) can 
be found adjacent to the drinking fountain on Church Square. The best preserved areas of 
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historic surfacing (paving, kerbs and setts) can be found at Numbers 2-12 The Square, Heap 
Street and to the front of the former school. Other areas exist within individual curtilages 
such as St John’s Church.  

       

Fig 19: Surviving areas of traditional surfacing at The Square, Heap Street and within St John’s Church Yard. 

3.48 The Conservation Area is particularly well provided with local sandstone boundary 
walls in a mixture of styles. Some walls are more formal, laid in courses with curved or 
chamfered copings of around one metre high and often topped with cast iron railings. A good 
example is the front boundary wall to Saint John’s the Evangelist Church and the former 
school.  

    
Fig 20: The boundary wall to the front of the church, topped with cast iron railings, and the lych gate provide 
clear separation between the Church and the less formal open space of the village green to its west and north. 

3.49 Other walls are of coursed rubble construction often laid without mortar, around 1.5-2 
metres high, with simple stone copings formed from pieces of stone laid on their edge, 
reflecting the village’s agricultural origins. Good examples include the garden wall to Jackson’s 
farmhouse which is coursed rubble with chamfered dressed copings and the dry-stone wall to 
Old Hall Farmhouse and Jackson’s Barn. Sections of original stone boundary wall also survive 
where buildings have been demolished which help to unite the character of the Conservation 
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Area, such as the former Weslyan Methodist Chapel and graveyard which also retains its 
attractive gate posts and steps fronting Chapel Street. 

    
Fig 21: Un-mortared (dry) rubble wall topped by tall and short stones, alternately set on edge and set flat at 
Jackson’s Farm (left). St John’s churchyard wall (middle) and boundary wall to the former school (right). 

3.50 A significant amount of terraced houses within the Conservation Area open directly 
onto the street having no private space at the front. Where small garden forecourts do exist, 
their boundaries are constructed from coursed sandstone blocks topped by chamfered or half 
round stone copings which were traditionally finished with cast iron railings (subject to 
wholesale removal in the 1940s8). Large single pieces of stone are used to create simple gate 
posts, usually with rounded tops. A good example is North Parade (Numbers 250-276 
Brownside Road). Gates and railings are largely modern.   

   
Fig 22: Simple gate post and boundary wall at North Parade note the scars from the removal of the railings (left) 
and simple utilitarian railings top chamfered copings on the boundary wall to the former school (right). 

3.51 There are a number of small details and features that cumulatively help to enhance 
the Conservation Area’s distinctiveness. The following are some of the small but not 
insignificant elements within the public realm that contribute to the Conservation Area’s 
special interest: the Victorian drinking fountain (c.1862) and Gas Lamp in the Church Square 
and the directional finger post at the junction of Extwistle Road and Gorple Road. 

                                                      
8 An order passed by the government in 1941 authorised the compulsorily requisitioning all post-1850 iron gates and railings. 
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 Fig 23: Public realm features: drinking fountain (left), gas lamp (centre) and finger post (right) 

3.52 Other features of the public realm such as street lighting; street furniture including 
seating; and street signage are mostly modern and of no special significance. 

Open/Green Space  

3.53 The growth of Worsthorne from a small agricultural settlement in the seventeenth 
century, through to the industrial development of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, means that there are no formally planned open/civic spaces in the village as 
buildings have been added in a very functional way. However it is clear that areas around the 
Church were deliberately left open as the settlement expanded in the nineteenth century.  

3.54 There are two areas of open space created through mid-twentieth century clearance 
including a small landscaped area on the southern side of Chapel Street. This provides a 
pleasant green area in the relatively densely developed corridor along Ormerod Street. 
Seating, mature planting and low sandstone boundary wall give the space a more formal 
character. This site was previously occupied by a pre-1845 terrace of cottages. The other is an 
area of grass and trees on Brownside Road that form a significant visual break between the 
tight knit and regularly set out mid-late Victorian terraces on Brownside Road, Hope Street 
and Water Street; and Church Square where buildings, generally of an earlier date, follow a 
more organic form. This area of open space is assumed to have been provided as part of the 
development of the Water Street bungalows. Approaching from the north this open grassed 
area with adjacent stone boundary wall leads the eye down the road towards Church Square.  
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Fig 24: Areas of greenspace at Chapel Street (left) and Brownside Road (right). 

3.55 Church Square, which includes an open ‘grassed’ areas adjacent the former school and 
Saint John’s the Evangelist Church, is formed at the meeting point of four roads and is the 
principal open space at the centre of the village with the church forming a focal point at the 
eastern end. Framed by nineteenth century buildings and mature trees, the square provides a 
degree of openness to the centre of the village. By its very nature the square is segmented 
and dominated by the highway which has a negative impact on the space and the setting of 
the adjoining heritage assets. There are however some high quality elements of street 
furniture within the Square. The ‘Gormless’ is a free standing 19th Century drinking fountain 
built in 1862 by local subscription and originally incorporated a gas lamp. There is also a 
locally listed cast- iron gas lamp on the green to the west of the church. The mature trees, 
notably the lime trees fronting the former School and those within the grounds of the Church 
contribute positively to the character and appearance of the Conservation Area, framing 
views of buildings within the square and contributing to the setting of nearby listed and 
locally listed buildings.  

     
Fig 25: Church Square (views north-east). 
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3.56 The open grassed area adjacent to Numbers 2-8 Gorple Road is also an important part 
of the historic plan form and provides a soft ‘green’ northern approach to the village and a 
pleasant setting for the buildings that front onto it. Worthy of note is the traditional cast iron 
fingerpost at the junction of Extwistle Road and Gorple Road. 

3.57 The poor quality and un-coordinated approach to the public realm in some key areas is 
having a negative impact on the Conservation Area. Although there are some high quality 
features such as the locally listed drinking fountain, street lamp, old and new finger posts, 
other elements are insensitive to the wider character of the area, such as the galvanized steel 
security fencing in the electricity substation, modern phone box and pillar box on the green. 
There are several different types of bollards on Brownside Road, and differing street lamps 
within the village centre, emphasizing an uncoordinated approach to the public realm.  

3.58 There are two churchyards within the Conservation Area which form the two largest 
areas of open/green space within the Conservation Area providing sanctuary for both people 
and wildlife. The graveyard adjacent to the site of the former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel lies 
to the north of Hall Street. It is predominantly grass with many standing and laid flat 
headstones and lacks the formalism and planting of St John’s Churchyard reflecting the more 
simple traditions of the Methodist movement. A number of mature trees are in the west and 
south eastern corner of the graveyard.   

   
Fig 26: Graveyard at the former Weslyan Methodist Chapel. 

3.59 Standing on the site of the old village green, the churchyard to Saint John’s the 
Evangelist Church is a more formally maintained area which is bound on all sides by attractive 
stone walls (ranging in height, the tallest being that along Gorple Road) to form a distinctive 
space within the streetscape with the church at its centre and the focus of all views. The 
churchyard is predominantly grass with monuments that range from the elaborate memorials 
to simple headstones, some of which hold significant interest historically and aesthetically. 
The path to the church door and around the perimeter of the building is traditionally paved 
with large slabs of stone. The churchyard is surrounded and enclosed by mature trees, 
planted at regular intervals around the perimeter that provide shelter and seclusion and 
contribute positively to the setting of the Church and surrounding streetscape. 
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Fig 27: Views across the churchyard north towards the school house and south-west to the Bay Horse. 

3.60 There are two open spaces immediately adjacent to the Conservation Area that 
contribute to its setting; Old Hall Square a development planned around a large public open 
space, with a number of mature trees to the north. There are long- range views south across 
the open space stretching over the roofs of the houses to Crown Point. The play area on 
Brownside Road provides a buffer between the more modern development of Worsthorne 
Primary School and the wider Conservation Area. The playing fields around the school, with a 
row of mature lime trees, and hedgerow also contribute to the open setting of the 
Conservation Area, as does the agricultural land to the north and south of the school.   

Trees  

3.61 Trees are particularly significant to Church Square, Extwistle Road and Hall Street 
where they make a positive contribution to the quality of the streetscape and the setting of 
historic buildings; and enhance the rural aspect of the Conservation Area. 

 
Fig 28: Lime Trees at former National School 
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3.62 The area of greatest tree cover is around church square where there are a number of 
mature specimens including the row of Lime trees (TPO No. B130J) forming a dense coverage 
to the front elevation of the former school and those within the grounds of St John’s Church, 
predominantly Sycamore and Lime. Other notable groups of mature trees are those fronting 
Crossley Grange on Extwistle Road (TPO No.B131E); those in the grounds of the former 
Weslyan Methodist Chapel (predominantly Ash and Sycamore); and those at Stocks Nook 
(TPO No. B138R). 

3.63 Individual trees that are particularly prominent in the streetscene include a maple tree 
situated at the junction of Gorple and Extwistle Roads and a Sycamore to the rear of No. 5 
Church Square (TPO No. B135M). 

Views, Vistas and Focal Buildings 

3.64 There are a number of key views in the Conservation Area, which are highlighted on 
the townscape analysis map in Chapter 7.  

3.65 Views out of Worsthorne are largely limited by buildings and boundary walls until one 
emerges from the village directly into open countryside.  At the periphery of the Conservation 
Area, particularly to the south and west, long distance views to the south Pennine Moors, 
Crown Point and Cliviger Gorge can be enjoyed. In other parts the built form offers closure 
and pinch points, which open up to views of Church Square and provides more restrained but 
interesting internal views where important elements of the Conservation Area can be 
appreciated.  

3.66 Views of the immediately surrounding countryside, glimpsed between buildings, 
testify to the village’s agricultural and rural background. Curves in the roads and the angled 
position of buildings draws the eye to focal buildings and features and provides changing 
views as one passes through the village. Notable views include: 

• Along the three main roads that lead into the village (Brownside Road, Extwistle Road and 
Ormerod Street) views are generally contained by buildings, bends in the road, boundary 
walls and mature trees. Views into and across Church Square are revealed at the junctions 
with Church Square opening up to create an immediate and dramatic sense of arrival.  

• Shorter views across and within St John’s churchyard, with pleasant vistas along the 
pathways and views into the site from the immediate surroundings. 

• Views east along Gorple Road are terminated by the former School House and to the west 
the topography creates a long straight vista as this ancient route climbs towards the 
exposed South Pennine moorland.  

• Looking south from Hall Street over Old Hall Square there are long distant views towards 
Crown Point. 

• Distant views from Ormerod Street to Worsthorne Moor. 
• General panoramic views of the South Pennine Moors east along Hall Street. 
• The attractive composition of buildings associated with Butchers and Greenwood Farms 

frame views when entering the conservation area from the south along Ormerod Street. 
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Fig 29: The lower level of the southern boundary wall offers attractive views across St Johns Churchyard (left). 
Vernacular buildings that relate to the early farming settlement provide enclosure and a pleasing composition 
when entering the Conservation Area from the south (right). 

3.67 Due to the predominance of simple two-storey terraced cottages, buildings that do 
not follow this typology tend to be ‘focal’ due to their size, positioning, function or well 
detailed facades. The most notable example being Saint John the Evangelist Church which 
occupies a position to the east of Church Square and has great visual prominence within the 
immediate streetscape.  
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 Detailed Character Analysis - Character Areas 4.
4.1 The Conservation Area is tightly drawn around the historic (pre-1890) core of the 
village and whilst there is a fairly consistent character, which results primarily from the use of 
the locally quarried building stone together with simple and robust vernacular detailing to the 
built form, it is still possible to identify four distinct character areas (figure 30) according to 
the particular nature of their boundaries, historical development, street pattern and layout, 
built form, or uses.  It is to be noted that the boundaries are notional, as the spaces and 
buildings will almost certainly have an impact on those in adjacent areas. The character areas 
have been defined as follows:  

• Character Area One: Village Centre 
• Character Area Two: Eastern Agricultural Fringe  
• Character Area Three: Nineteenth Century Industrial and Residential  
• Character Area Four: Ormerod Street and Hall Street 
 

4.2 The character area analysis describes how the features identified in the general 
character assessment combine at a detailed and localised level to give the Conservation Area 
its special character. As in the subsequent sections, the omission of any particular building, 
feature or space should not be taken to imply that it is of no interest. 
 

    
Fig 30: Character Area Plan 
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Character Area One – Village Centre 

4.3 Located at the meeting points of four principal routes through the village, this area has 
a powerful sense of place provided by buildings of mainly nineteenth century origins set in a 
relatively organic layout around the small church square. Buildings include Saint John’s 
Church and its churchyard, former national school, reading rooms and public houses 
demonstrate the changing status of the farming settlement in the nineteenth century. 
Buildings generally feature more architectural decoration than elsewhere in the settlement. 
The high architectural and historic quality of the character area is reflected in the 
concentration of locally significant buildings and the notable absence of buildings which 
detract from its character. Domestic properties largely include simple mid-1800 terraced and 
back-to-back cottages distinguished particularly by their overall smaller scale, squarer window 
openings and stone slate roofs. 

4.4 The square forms the principal public space in the village and contains notable 
surviving examples of Victorian street furniture and streetscape. Despite the enclosure 
created by the layout of buildings the square has a largely open character with mature trees 
and green spaces. These mature trees are an important feature of the Conservation Area, 
framing views of buildings within the square and contributing to the setting of nearby listed 
and locally listed buildings. 

4.5 At the centrepiece of the square is Saint John’s the Evangelist Church built in in 1834 
to a design by Louis Vulliamy9. This prominent landmark is located to the east of the village 
square on the site of the former village green. The chancel was constructed in 1894 by WB 
Colbram with vestries added in 1902, a West Tower by Austin & Paley dating from 1903, and 
lychgate in 1922. The snecked sandstone rubble construction of the tower in irregular 
courses, and the rockfaced sandstone elsewhere, gives a sense of impressive robustness to 
the Church and its surroundings. 

     
Fig 31: Saint John’s the Evangelist Church forms a focal point at the eastern end of Church Square. 

4.6 Financial contributions to all stages of the building were made by the local colliery 
owning families of Hargreaves and Thursbys of Ormerod House (fig. 3). The boundary wall, 
lych gate, war memorial and mature trees are features that contribute strongly to the 

                                                      
9 Louis Vulliamy (1791-1871) was a London based architect best known for his work on large country houses and for 
designing a series of Anglican Churches for the Church Commissioners known as Commissioners Churches. 
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character and appearance of the historic  townscape and combine to give a strong sense of 
place to the core of the village. The mature churchyard with its stone boundary wall , chest 
tombs and gravestones overshadowed by large mature trees is an attractive feature in the 
townscape and a peaceful enclosed space. 

 
Fig 32: Views west along Gorple Road are enclosed by the boundary wall and strong line of the mature trees. 

4.7 The eighteenth century block of 6 back-to-back handloom weavers’  cottages at 11- 15 
Church Square, (listed Grade II) are the earliest surviving buildings within this character area 
and frame views on the northern approach to the village.  

4.8 At the entrance of Church Square, from the northern approach, The Square is a 
terrace of ten pre-1845 weaver’s cottages grouped around a courtyard on a right angular 
plan. The gable end adjoining Brownside Road is hard against the highway, giving a strong 
sense of enclosure and a providing a pinch point in the streetscene, contrasting with the 
openness of the church square. Theses are simple vernacular cottages mainly of squared and 
coursed stonework with plain window and door surrounds. They have rendered stonework 
elevations to the rear and shallow pitch stone slate roofs. These cottage are a contrast to the 
later nineteenth century terraces to the north which are larger with more vertical window 
openings and architectural decoration reflecting a change in the location of industry from 
home to mill as the industrial revolution progressed. The low stone wall around the curtilage 
of The Square emphasises the distinction between public and private spaces.  The cottages 
have windows and doors in a variety of non-traditional styles, mainly in plastic, and aerials 
and satellelite dishes somewhat clutter the roofscape. 

   
Fig 33:  Numbers 12-18 The Square 
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4.9 Enclosing Church Square to the north is the former school and school masters house, 
built in 1872 on a site gifted by Rev. W Thursby and Lieutenant General Sir James Yorke 
Scarlett10. The school replaced the original 1831 national school building to the west of the 
square11 and was replaced in 1971 by the modern primary school to the west of the 
Conservation Area. Following an extended period of deterioration the building was converted 
to dwellings in 1987. The building  is framed by a line of attractive lime trees along its 
frontage and a low stone boundary wall which are significant features within the square.  

     
Fig 34: Former School (left and middle) and School Masters House (right). 

4.10 The building is architecturally prominent, denoting its former public function and 
relative importance. It is constructed of sandstone with welsh blue slate roof covering, with 
decorative ridge tiles.  The building has two projecting gabled bays at each end of the Church 
square elevation, and an entrance porch to the western edge, with a bellcote at its apex. The 
building features refined architectural (gothic style) detailing and notable variations in 
window treatments.  

4.11 The Old Crooked Billet (fig 35) is known to pre-date 1845 but was subtantially 
remodelled or rebuilt around 1913. The building, which is prominently located and set back 
from the road, is symmetrical in composition and three bays wide with five light windows to 
either side of the doorway at ground floor level subdivided by squared stone mullions and 
transoms. The ground floor is constructed from ashlar up to a string course, with the first 
floor finished in coursed sandstone blocks with ashlar window surrounds. Kneelers and coping 
on the roof at the gables are further elements of architectural refinement. The rear (Water 
Street) and side elevations are more simple and domestic in character, and the eastern gable 
is hard against the highway at Extwistle Road imparting a strong sense of enclosure. The 
refined architectural detailing and higher quality materials (ashlar) provides a contrast with 
the simpler vernacular cottages enhancing the buildings presence within the townscape. 

                                                      
10 Lieutenant General  Sir James Yorke Scarlett - British soldier and hero of the Crimean War who lead the Charge of the 
Heavy Brigade during the Battle of Balaclava on 25 October 1854.  
11 On October 31st, 1831, a day school catering for 74 scholars was opened in the village on the site of what was the PO and 
reading rooms and this school was the original venue of Church of England worship in Worsthorne. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Balaclava
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Fig 35: The Old Crooked Billet and Smith Street c.1910 looking towards Gordon Street Mill. Photograph Burney 
Local Studies Library (left) and the present Crooked Billet (right) 

4.12 Attached to the west of the Crooked Billet at Numbers 1-7 Smith Street and 17-25 
Water Street is a row of early nineteenth century back-to-back, probably weaver’s cottages, 
some of which have been converted to single dwellings.  The terrace is constructed of 
squared and water-shot coursed stonework with plain sawn stone window and door 
surrounds and shallow pitch stone slate roofs.          

4.13 Numbers 5 to 9 Church Square the  Parish Rooms and former post office frame 
Church Square to the west and are a prominent reminder of past social and commercial 
uses12. The Parish Rooms were constructed in 1874 as a reading rooms and library and gifted 
to the village by the wife of Worsthorne's first vicar, the Rev. William Thursby. An important 
part of village life and evidence of Victorian lifestyles and attitudes, reading rooms are said to 
have been originally imposed upon the working classes by the upper classes, mainly the 
church and local landowners. Reading rooms offered a much needed alternative to the public 
house for the working classes, although they tended to appeal more to the lower middle 
classes, and membership was mostly restricted to males. This relatively imposing and robust 
building of coursed local sandstone occupies a prominent position on Church Square, with an 
architectural formalism commensurate with the building’s civic function and importance. The 
building is consdiered to have significant local historical interest and townscape merit. The 
First World War memorial plaque to the left of the entrance is a notable feature. 

   
Fig 36: Parish Reading Rooms and former post office (left) and The Bay Horse with attached cottages 19 and 21 
Church Square (right). 

                                                      
12 Worsthorne is recorded in the 1914 Commercial Directory as having 18 shops including 3 greengrocers, 2 drapers, a 
butcher, cobbler, shoe shop and a branch of the Burnley Co-op. 
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4.14 The Bay Horse was constructed in 1899 and replaced the former Old Bay Horse Inn 
understood to have originated as an Elizabethan farmhouse positioned to the rear of the 
present building, shown clearly on the 1890 Plan (Figure 5). It is an imposing building, 
significantly set back from Church Square and providing enclosure to its southern edge. This 
late Victorian public house displays the architectural refinement and decoration that had 
become common during this period of relative wealth and prosperity, with a move away from 
the more functional and vernacular style buildings that had been common in the village up to 
the 1870’s. The prominent chimney stacks to the western gable, the pattern of fenestration 
and decoration including string courses and hoodmoulds add visual interest to coursed 
sandstone elevations. The two houses adjoining the Bay Horse, Numbers 19-21 Church 
Square, were constructed between 1910 and 1930 replacing a group of pre-1845 cottages 
seen in the image below. 

 
Fig 37: Bay Horse (image dates from c.1900). Courtesy of Burnley Local Studies Library 

Character Area Two - Eastern Agricultural  Fringe 

4.15 The eastern fringe of the Conservation Area is more obviously rural in character than 
the village centre (Character Area One). Vernacular buildings that relate to the early farming 
settlement are still evident with a small number of mid-late nineteenth century cottages. The 
enclosing effect of the stone boundary wall of St John the Evangelist’s church yard and its 
mature trees are of paramount importance to the character of this area. 

4.16 There are glimpsed views of the village’s open rural aspect north along Extwistle Road, 
where the Conservation Area boundary extends to include Whittam Court and Crowther 
Court, early nineteenth century weaver’s cottages. The sense of enclosure created by the 
boundary wall and trees to Crossley Grange and the gables of Water Street provide a 
satisfying sense of arrival to the village. 



36 

    
Fig 38: View south along Extwistle Road (left) and early C19 weaver’s cottages at Crowther Court (right).  

4.17 Numbers 2-8 Gorple Road is set well back from Gorple Road with direct frontage onto 
an open grassed area. This grassy roadside corridor is an important part of the historic plan 
form and provides a soft ‘green’ northern approach to the village and a pleasant setting for 
the buildings that front onto it. Worthy of note is the traditional cast iron fingerpost at the 
junction of Extwistle Road and Gorple Road c.189Os. This short terrace of cottages was built 
in two phases with Numbers 2 to 4 being earlier pre-1850 back-to-back cottages distinguished 
by their smaller scale, shallower pitched stone slate roofs and smaller squarer window 
openings to accommodate handloom weaving. In contrast Numbers 6 to 8 were built in the 
later 19th century and are taller with a steeper roof pitch and have larger more vertical 
window openings which would originally have held sash windows. The gutterinng on 6-8 
Gorple Road  is supported by corbels in contrast to 2-4. Stone coursing and finish varies 
between the two distinct building phases. The terrace has had some alterations that are at 
variance with its historic character.  

   
Fig 39: Numbers 2-8 Gorple Street (left) and the historic fingerpost (right). 

4.18 To the east of 2-8 Gorple Road Jackson’s (Jackman’s) Farmhouse and cottage, one of 
the oldest survivig buildings in the village and a reminder of Worsthorne’s farming origins, is 
similarly set back from the road frontage. Thought to have been built by the Cunliffes of 
Wycoller before they came into possession of Wycoller Hall (1611) the eastern wing dates 
back to the late 1500s and the timber framed main hall range and west wing were replaced 
with the present Elizabethen style stone building in c.1627. It is an imposing building (Listed 



37 

Grade II*) constructed from coursed squared sandstone with a stone slate roof. The front of 
the hall is impressive, with a two storey gabled porch and ranges of fine mullioned windows 
at both ground and first floors and a continuous drip course. The garden to the front of the 
building, which is extended slightly to west, is enclosed by wall of around one metre high, of 
coursed rubble with quoins and chamfered dressed coping. Crossley Grange, a substantial 
modern detached house was constructed in 1988 in the former orchard at the rear of 
Jackson’s Farm.  

  

Fig 40: Jackson’s Farmhouse and Cottage Grade II Listed Building 

4.19 The barn immediately to the east of Jackson’s Farmhouse is an extremely prominent 
building within the streetscape, by virtue of its non-domestic character and scale, and its 
western gable frames views along Gorple Road. The barn brings the building line closer to 
Gorple Road and together with the churchyard boundary wall provides a strong sense of 
enclosure. The barn which is historically associated with Jackson’s Farmhouse and pre-dates 
1845 has an imposing linear form along Gorple Road, with regular pattern of window 
openings and is constructed form random rubble brought to courses. The barn and 
agricultural out-buildings emphasise the rural character of this part of the settlement and the 
Conservation Area more generally.  

  
Fig 41: Barn east of Jackson’s Farmhouse emphasises rural character and holds prominence in the streetscape 
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4.20 To the east of the barn, marking the boundary of the Conservation Area are two rows 
of simple terraced cottages, dating from between 1845 and 1890, to the north and south 
sides of Gorple Road. Numbers 1- 7 Gorple Road and 7- 9 Stanworth Street were built as 
back-to-backs and are all converted to single dwellings with the exception of No. 7 Gorple 
Road/ 9 Stanworth Street. These double fronted properties ae finished with render and 
exposed random rubble. The development of dormers on some of the properties has altered 
the roofline, having a somewhat detrimental impact on the character of the terrace.  
Numbers 14-24 Gorple Road again has a mixture of- finishes, some painted and some 
exposed coursed stonework. The use of plastic windows and doors are prevalent in this area. 
Modern rainwater  goods, satellite dishes and burglar alarms are visually dominant and give a 
cluttered feel to the front elevations of the dwellings.  

   
Fig 42: Numbers 18-20 Gorple Road (left) and Numbers 1-7 Gorple Road (right) 

4.21 To the east and immediately adjacent the Conservation Area boundary, the modern 
Gorple Green cul-de-sac provides an uncharacteristic suburban feel to the fringe of the 
Conservation Area. Views past this modern development eastwards along Gorple Road offer 
glimpses of the moorland landscape beyond.    

4.22 Numbers 2- 6 Green Terrace is a small row of three cottages, constructed 
between1845-1890 and form a group with Captains Cottage of earlier (pre-1845) 
construction. 

   
Fig 43: Captains Cottage (left). Footpath east of Wallstreams (centre). Views to Stocks Nook (right)  
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4.23 Wallstreams Farm (Grade II listed) lies at the southern edge of this Character Area. It 
is one of the oldest surviving buildings in the village and a reminder of Worsthorne’s farming 
origins. This early sixteenth century farmhouse, barn, shippon and attached cottage is 
thought to have replaced an earlier timber framed hall and is constructed from sandstone 
rubble with quoins under a stone slate roof.  The farmhouse has an impressive two-and-a-half 
storey projecting porch with slightly-arched moulded doorway protected by a hoodmould 
with returned ends linked to a dripcourse that carries round the whole building to the left, 
stepping irregularly. Windows vary in composition but generally have chamfered mullions 
with hoodmoulds. Notable phases in the building’s history include use as the curate’s house 
for St John’s Church, referred to as Old Parsonage, in the mid-1800s. The building appears to 
have some alterations that are at variance with its historic character.  

 

  
Fig 44: Wallstreams, taken from sketches made by Rev. S.J Allen between 1830-1840 

4.24 Immediately to the east of Wallstreams, is a public footpath that follows the stream 
leading out into open countryside. Adjoining Wallstreams to the west, and immediately 
outside of the Conservation Area is the more modern development of Wallstreams Court. 

Character Area Three - Nineteenth Century Industrial  and Residential   

4.25 Character Area Three largely represents a later nineteenth century addition to the 
village, comprising more formally designed terraced houses built to provide accommodation 
for those working in Worsthorne’s first textile mill (c.1864). 

4.26 In the latter half of the nineteenth century new housing was constructed to the north 
of the village to house the rapidly growing population, which had inceased by a quarter in the 
period 1861 to 1881 (from 865 to 1,083). The houses built at the time include Water Street, 
Halstead Street and Hope Street (completed 1872) and North Parade (Numbers 250-276 
Brownside Road) completed in 1874.  
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Fig 45: North Parade, Brownside Road 

4.27 This area has a strong townscape character defined by rows of terraced houses, some 
back-to-back, at a higher density than the older part of the village in order to make the most 
of the land available. There is generally much similarity of building styles within the rows of 
‘through’ and ‘back-to-back’ terraces with some variation such as  length of row; door and 
window configuration; and eaves height though the building line is relatively straight. The 
repetition of architectural detail and form throughout most of the terraces; the relatively 
straight building line; and frontages directly onto the streets; contrasts with the older village 
core. The terraces in this area were utilitarian dwellings built purely to house the expanding 
workforce and are relatively simple with no architectural decoration. The area is more linear 
and compact in character than other character areas, though the scale and materials of 
buildings are harmonious with the wider settlement. The terraces create a formal defined 
edge to the settlement on its north-westerly approach from Burnley. 

   

Fig 46: Nos. 14 – 20 Water Street through terraces (left) and Hope Street (right) 

4.28 The north side of Water Street  (Numbers 2 to 50) was constructed between 1845 and 
1890 and comprises three distinct terraces of two storey properties opening directly onto the 
pavement, some of which were constructed as back-to-back houses. Differing styles of 
properties are indicative of separate building phases along this row. Numbers 2-12 are 
predominanty back-to-back cottages of locally quarried sandstone forming a dual fronted 
perimeter block with Numbers 1-9 Hope Street. A particular charcteristic of the back-to-backs 
are their attractively proportioned symmetrical (double fronted) facades. The middle block, 
Numbers 14- 30, comprises six ‘through’ terraced houses (Numbers 14-24) and six back-to-
backs (Numbers 26-30 Water Street and 11-15 Hope Street). Numbers 32- 40 and 46-50 are 
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smaller proportioned with shallow pitch stone slate roofs consistent with early-mid 
nineteenth century handloom weavers cottages.  They constrast with Numbers 42-44 which 
are noticeably taller with window openings of differing proportions.  Number 50 with its 
rubble construction may relate to an earlier, pre-1845, phase of development. 

   
Fig 47: Nos. 36 – 44 Water Street (left ) and No. 50 Water Street (left)  

4.29 Numbers 1-15 Water Street is a row of post-war garden fronted bungalows, the scale 
and design of which are at variance with the prevailing architectural character of the street.  

4.30 The Hope Street elevations of the Water Street back-to-backs have a garden forecourt 
with a low stone boundary wall. The use of render on some of these properties and the 
conversion of some, though not all, of the properties into single dwellings causes some 
confusion between fronts and backs. For example some properties have porches, whilst 
others have outriggers on this elevation.  There is similar disorder to the rear of Numbers 14- 
30 Water Street which has an assortment of single and double extensions with differing roof 
treatments. The character and streetscape of this area has been eroded to some extent by 
incremental alterations/home improvements such as removal of original features including 
timber sash windows and doors and chimney pots. Historic features do however survive and 
add some interest to the streetscape, including boot-scrapers on the even side of Hope 
Street, and cobbled street surfacing on Heap Street.  

4.31 The back-to-back row of properties at Numbers 253-267 Brownside Road, the former 
branch of the Burnley Co-operative at Numbers 267-269 Brownside Road and Numbers 2-14 
Halstead Street are of considerable townscape and historical significance however, common 
with other terraces in the Conservation Area, there are a host of modern interventions that 
are at variance with its historic character. These double fronted properties have simple 
elevations in coursed regular sandstone with front doors that open directly onto the narrow 
pavement. Their built form, with strong building lines, simple detailing and well-proportioned 
formats creates consistent rhythm along the street and is integral to townscape character.  
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Fig 48: Numbers 253 -267 Brownside Road 

4.32 Similarly Number 250-276 Brownside Road, a later nineteenth century garden fronted 
terrace, provides enclose to the north side of Brownside Road and the distinctive strong 
building line and repeating architectural elements contribute positively to the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area. Of particular note is  Number 278 Brownside Road 
which terminates views on the north western approach to the village. 

4.33 Annarly Fold was built in the mid-1990s and occupies the site of the former Gorple 
Mill, Worthorne’s first cotton weaving mill, and is a relatively sympathetic development. The 
scale, detailing, massing, layout and materials of the buildings are are largely respectful to the 
traditional vernacular. 

Character Area Four – Ormerod Street and Hall  Street  

4.34 Character Area Four is distinguished by a linear pattern of largely pre-1845 domestic 
and agricultural buildings that enclose Ormerod Street.  Whilst this sub-area is  largely 
residential it owes much of its built form and character to the historic dual economy of 
farming activity and domestic handloom weaving. Generally building forms are simple 
however some of the later nineteenth century houses display more architectural refinement. 
Development is aligned to Ormerod Street, with the exception of Chapel Street, and does not 
extend to any depth either side. The area expanded signficiantly to the east and west with the 
development of Old Hall Square in the 1940s and Wallhurst Close in the 1960s which had a 
largely suburbanising effect at constrast with the historic built character. These residential 
area are immediately adjacent the Conservation Area boundary. 

4.35 The tightly grouped collection of agricultural buildings and cottages that enclose 
Ormerod Street to the south of the Conservation Area provide a fairly consistent character 
the varying eaves heights and forms of which add interest to the streetscene and introduce 
slight variation and juxtaposition to the road. The predominant material is locally quarried 
sandstone and a particular feature is the changes in roof pitch and height and the 
predominance of stone roofing slates which brings detail and texture to the roofscape. The 
consistency in building material, relatively simple forms of vernacular buildings, repetation of 
architetural details and vertical proportions (such as chimney stacks and window rhythm) 
provide unifying design elements to the townscape and contributes to its special identity.  
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Fig 49: Nos 10-18 (east) Ormerod Street (left) and Nos 15-19 (west) Ormerod Street including Greenwood’s Barn 

4.36 Buildings that have different finishes, such as the white rendered cottages at Numbers 
10-18 Ormerod Street are visually dominant. The variations in building line and orientation, 
set back and curved frontages (Numbers 2-8  Ormerod Street), are a strong contrast to the 
industrial-era development in Character Area three. As with other character areas, there are a 
host of modern interventions that are at variance with the historic character particularly 
inappriopriate mortars and methods of pointing and the replacement of windows with 
modern alternatives, many of which have opening mechanisms, materials (uPVC) and 
detailing that differ substantially from traditional windows. 

 
Fig 50: Numbers 1-9 Chapel Street 

4.37 One of the most characteristic building types are weaver’s cottages with most 
surviving examples dating from c.1800 to c.1845. Notable examples include Numbers 1-9 
Chapel Street, a short row set at a right angle to Ormerod Street and enclosing the southern 
view, and Numbers 10-18 Ormerod Street. These simple vernacular cottages are 
distinguished by their smaller scale; smaller squarer window openings; plain window and door 
surrounds; and shallow pitch stone slate roofs. Slightly later (c.1845-1890) cottages to the 
west of Ormerod Street (Numbers 1-9) were originally built as back-to-back dwellings and are 
thought to have replaced earlier buildings (shown on the 1845 plan) possibly associated with 
Worthorne Old Hall.  
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Fig 51: Numbers 1-3 Ormerod Street. Note the weather-moulding above the head of the doorway to Number 3. 

4.38 From the 1850s domestic architecture began to change and cotages were built solely 
for domestic utility. These later Victorian terraces such as Numbers 2-6 Ormerod Street 
linked early weaver’s cottages resulting in largely continuous development along Ormerod 
Street. Numbers 2-8 Ormerod Street is a curved terrace constructed from coursed sandstone 
and displaying many of the characteristics of later nineteenth century terraced housing  being  
taller with a steeper roof pitch, guttering supported by corbels and larger more vertical 
window openings which would originally have held sash windows. Number 8 Ormerod Street 
possibly pre-dates 1845 and is notable for its architectural decoration including the Red Man, 
a well armed figure with  an oversized musket in his right hand and a sword to his left. There 
are many theories regarding the origin of the Red Man inluding that the building was 
constructed as a public house whilst another theory is that the figure represents a postal 
officer or a game keeper.  

   
Fig 52: No. 1 Higgin Street and Nos. 2-6 Ormerod Street (left) and “The Red Man” at No. 8 Ormerod Sreet (right) 

4.39 Whilst the area is mainly residential in character there remains clear evidence of early 
farming activity in the farmhouses, barns and other former agricultural buildings such as 
Number 1 Higgin Street, Old Hall Farm, Butchers Farm and Barn and Greenwoods Farm 
(converted to residential). Collectively they represent a different building typology, and add 
to the interest and variation in the townscape. 
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4.40 The southern end of the Conservation Area is marked by traditional farm complexes of 
Butchers Farm and Greenwoods Farm (pre-1848). Their constituent buildings enclose 
Ormerod Street marking a positive and appropriate edge to the built-up area, providing a 
reminder of the historic links between the village and open countryside beyond and imparting 
a strong rural character. Changes in building line and roof heights and pitch give a great deal 
of visual interest and variety and stone flagged roofs are predominant.  

4.41 Butcher’s Barn (fig 12) is a rare example of an aisled barn, dating back to c.1630 and 
though the barn has been altered over the years it is of significant local historic and 
architectural interest. The barn is a prominent and visually imposing element within the 
Conservation Area by virtue of its non-domestic scale, vast cat-slide roof and relatively blank 
stone walls. The sense of enclosure created by the pinch point between the barn and farm is 
of great townscape merit and neatly punctuates the southern boundary of the Conservation 
Area.  

 
Fig 53: The southern approach is framed by traditional farm buildings (note Butcher’s Barn to the left) 

4.42 This character area also includes Hall Street, and the site of the former Wesleyan 
Methodist Chapel (built c.1867 and demolished early 1980s), Sunday School (built c.1837) and 
burial ground which are at an elevated position to the south-west of the Conservation Area. 
This area has significant historic interest, given its strong association with Worsthorne Old 
Hall (formerly ocupying  the site of Numbers 1-2 Old Hall Square) recalled in Old Hall Square, 
Old Hall Farm and Hall Street. Demolished in the 1890s the archway which once contained the 
main door of the Old Hall is thought to be included in the garden wall to Old Hall Farmhouse 
(see Fig 4). Old Hall Farmhouse was constructed in the period 1890 to 1910 possibly as a 
replacement for an earlier farmhouse located within the historic farmyard wich was 
developed for housing in 2012 and known as “Meadowside”. Constructed from coursed 
sandstone blocks , the building features a gable bay to the west of the front elevation with 
chimney stacks that are visually prominent on the sky line when viewed from Hall Street. 
Modern windows and rainwater goods are at noticeable variance with the building’s 
character and the loss of the farmyard to residential development has impacted on the 
appreciation of its context. 
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Fig 54: View north west from Old Hall Farm Square 

4.43 The former Sunday School to the western end of Hall Street, thought to be the original 
Wesleyan methodist chapel of 1837, is constructed from coursed sandstone blocks with 
simple door and window surrounds. A robust and simple building, the front elevation has a 
strong sense of symmetry with little in the way of architectural decoration.  

4.44 Immediately adjacent the Conservation Area Boundary at Hall Street  there is a row of 
six brick-built bungalows (Numbers 1-6 Old Hall Square). Constructed in the 1940s on the site 
of the former Worthorne Old Hall, a site of local archaeological significance, the buildings are 
out of character with the wider area due to their scale, massing, materials and layout. 
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 Key Issues & Opportunities 5.
5.1 It is good practice when undertaking a conservation area appraisal to identify the key 
issues and opportunities for development or areas suited to general improvement that would 
enhance the area. Opportunities for enhancement of the character and appearance of the 
conservation area should be aimed at reinforcing those qualities and characteristics that 
provide the special interest. 

5.2 There is very little poor quality development in the Conservation Area, and the 
buildings are generally in good repair. New development in the past twenty years, most 
notably at Annarly Fold and Meadowside, has been handled sensitively, respecting the 
village’s street patterns and palette of materials, detailing, scale and massing. These are 
considered neutral areas which do not detract from the special character or appearance of 
the Conservation Area. The small post war development bungalows on Water Street have a 
similar impact and are considered neutral. 

5.3 Whilst buildings are generally well maintained there are some examples of 
unsympathetic alterations or additions such as porches, flat roof dormer extensions and 
boundary treatments, but on the whole these do not have a significantly detrimental effect 
on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.  

5.4 The character and streetscape of the area has however been eroded to some extent 
by through the removal of original architectural features including timber sash windows, 
doors and chimney pots. Resulting in a host of modern interventions that are at variance with 
the historic character particularly the replacement of doors and windows with modern 
alternatives, many of which have opening mechanisms, materials (uPVC) and detailing that 
differ substantially from traditional windows. This is currently one of the major problems of 
the Conservation Area, which has resulted in some discordant and unfortunate changes, 
particularly so where it results in a lack of uniformity of style within terrace rows. However, 
with an increased availability of design guidance it would still be possible over time to 
improve at least the styling of windows which could (re)enhance the Area’s character and 
appearance. 

5.5 Stone walls would have been pointed with a lime mortar mix, brushed back from the 
surface of the stone, but little evidence of lime pointing remains and has been replaced with 
cement ‘strap’ pointing – this type of pointing changes the character of the stone and can 
accelerate stone decay although evidence of this is not widespread.  

5.6 There is likely to be continuing pressure from owners to make changes to domestic 
properties. The cumulative effect of unsympathetic alterations to buildings is likely to have a 
significant impact on the overall character and appearance of the area. Many of the cottages 
are small and therefore more likely to come under pressure for extensions or loft conversions. 
The visual impact of inappropriate repairs such as re-roofing, stone cleaning or re-pointing 
could also be significant. General design guidance for small improvements such as porches, 
replacement windows and roof coverings, stone pointing and renewal of water goods, could 
be developed to advise householders to ensure that any small improvement works contribute 
to safekeeping the character of the Conservation Area. 
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5.7 In the public realm, areas of original surfacing materials are extremely limited, the 
roads and back streets throughout the Conservation Area being mainly surfaced in asphalt. 
Opportunities to repair, restore or reveal the original surfaces should be taken wherever 
possible. Most pavements are now also asphalt. It would be possible to restore more of the 
stone flagged pavements and stone kerbs over time. 

5.8 Boundary walls and trees are important to the character and appearance of the area, 
and any proposals to remove or alter them need to be given careful consideration. Any 
repairs or maintenance to stone boundary walls should also be undertaken with care. 
Similarly, the remaining areas of original stone paving might be susceptible to alteration. 

5.9 The poor quality and uncoordinated approach to the public realm in some key areas is 
having a negative impact on the Conservation Area. Although there are some high quality 
features such as the locally listed drinking fountain, street lamp, old and new finger posts, 
some other elements are insensitive to the wider character of the area, such as the galvanized 
steel security fencing in the electricity substation, the modern phone box and pillar box on 
Church Square. The village centre could benefit from a comprehensive renewal of street 
furniture and streetscapes. Public realm improvements would enhance the setting for the 
heritage assets clustered around Church Square, and give more life to the significant open 
space at the core of the settlement.  

5.10 Existing open/green spaces that are important to the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area provide an opportunity for enhancement including planting of native trees, 
shrubs and plant species. 

5.11 There is limited space for new development within the Conservation Area due to the 
tightly drawn nature of the boundary. Policy HS1 of the Submission Draft Local Plan proposes 
housing site allocations to the north and south west of the Conservation Area. Policies in the 
Submission Draft Local Plan (HE2, SP6 & HS1) state that harm to conservation areas  
(including through its setting) should be avoided and careful consideration given to the 
quality of design, height, positioning, massing and use of materials to ensure that the 
significance of the Conservation Area will be preserved or enhanced.  

5.12 Development of land closing the existing buffer between Worsthorne Village and 
Brownside, could compromise the appreciation of the connection between the historic 
settlement of Worsthorne and the rural landscape. 
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 Conservation Area Boundary and Review 6.

6.1 Worsthorne Conservation Area was designated in 1978 and its boundary has not been 
reviewed. As part of the appraisal process it is appropriate to review the existing boundary to 
determine if it is drawn to tightly or too generously. If the former, it may omit key areas of 
townscape, architecturally interesting buildings or an area essential to the historical 
development that is now considered of special interest. If the latter, it might be as a result of 
decline and/or unsympathetic development in the intervening years. 

6.2 The Conservation Area boundary has been drawn tightly to reflect the extent of the 
settlement in 1890 taking in the principal streets, key buildings and green/open spaces that 
existed at that time.  

6.3 Church Square and Ormerod Street form the core of the Conservation Area from 
which the boundary extends eastwards towards Stanworth Street to include statutory listed 
buildings Jackson’s Hall, St John’s Church and Wallstreams and locally listed buildings Green 
Terrace, Nos 2-8 Gorple Road and Jackson’s barn. The western boundary extends to include 
the site of the Worsthorne’s first mill and Old Hall Farm, the former Methodist Chapel and 
Chapel Street. The position of the boundary to the north has been drawn to exclude the early 
20th century development of Gordon Street Mill and associated workers housing along 
Lennox, Cross and Gordon Streets. Whilst this area forms part of the historical growth and 
development of Worsthorne it is considered that this limited phase of development is not of 
sufficient architectural or historic interest to justify an extension of the Conservation Area 
boundary. 

 
Fig 55: The Conservation Area boundary (outlined in purple) has been drawn to reflect the extent of the 
settlement in 1890. 
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6.4 The Conservation Area boundary is considered generally to be an appropriate 
definition of Worthorne’s special architectural and historic interest. However the 
Conservation Area could benefit from alteration to the eastern boundary to reflect modern 
housing development.  

6.5 The eastern boundary of the Conservation Area was drawn before the demolition and 
redevelopment of Gorple Mill. Whilst the scale, detailing, massing, layout and materials of the 
buildings of Annarly Fold are largely respectful to the traditional vernacular the western part 
of the former mill site, Numbers 15-17 The Crescent does not reflect the architectural style 
and details present within the Conservation Area and appear inconsistent with the 
surrounding built fabric.  

6.6 Meadowside is a modern development at the fringe of the Conservation Area having 
been built since the designation of the Conservation Area. The boundary could benefit from  
amendment to make sense of the current property boundaries and built form. 

6.7 This Conservation Area Appraisal should be reviewed periodically and should include 
an evaluation of changes that have taken place in the Conservation Area, ideally by means of 
an updated photographic record, and the production of a short report detailing the findings of 
the survey and any recommended action.  
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 Townscape Appraisal Map  7.
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Appendix A: Legislative and Policy Context 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) provide the basic legal and national policy framework for conservation areas.  

Legislation 

Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 provides local 
authorities with the power to designate conservation areas within their area where it considers 
areas to be ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

Legislation requires that in the exercise of planning functions within conservation areas, ‘special 
attention should be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of that area’.  (Section 72 of the 1990 Act). 

The 1990 Act also requires Local Planning Authorities to formulate and publish proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement (Section 71 of the 1990 Act). These are generally know a s 
‘management plans’. 

National  Policy & Guidance 

Designated conservation areas are given national policy protection through the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) which identifies as a type of ‘Designated Heritage Asset’. They are also 
given policy protection through the Borough’s Local Plan. 

A core principle of the NPPF is that planning should “… conserve heritage assets in a manner 
appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality 
of life of this and future generations”.  

Conservation areas are expected to change over time, and the aim of the legislation is to allow 
local planning authorities to managing this change in such a way as to preserve and enhance their 
special character, including through identifying and assessing their significance of s and how they 
may be affected by development proposals. Conservation area appraisals are not a legal 
requirement but are an important tool in helping assessing and articulate their significance 
consistent with nation policy set out in the policy in the NPPF which states that local planning 
authorities should “… have up-to-date evidence about the historic environment in their area and 
use it to assess the significance of heritage assets and the contribution they make to the 
environment”. 

Section 12 of the NPPF sets out national policy on the historic environment. 

National  Guidance 

National guidance on the application of national policy is set out in the government’s online 
planning policy practice guidance. 

Historic England, the government’s adviser on heritage matters, has also produced non-statutory 
guidance on conservation area appraisal and management and a wealth of other guidance 
relevant to conservation areas including: 
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• Historic England Advice Note 1: Conservation Area Designation Appraisal and 
Management (2016).  

• Valuing Places: Good Practice in Conservation Areas (2011) 

Local  Planning Policy 

Burnley Local Plan (Adopted 2016) 

The saved Burnley Local Plan of 2016 sets out  the built heritage policies for the borough, 
specifically policies E12, E13, E14,  

See http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning 

Planning Policy Context – Emerging Local Plan  

A new local plan is being prepared to replace the saved Local Plan and this has now reached 
Examination stage.  

 The emerging local plan highlights the contribution that heritage assets can make towards the 
delivery of wider social, cultural, economic and environmental objectives and seeks to ensure 
that the historic environment and heritage assets are conserved in line with their interest and 
significance (Policies HE1 to HE4).  

It is anticipated that the new Local Plan will be adopted in 2018.  

  

http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning
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Appendix B: Listed Buildings and Locally Listed Buildings in 
Worsthorne Conservation Area 

Statutory Listed Buildings 13 

• Jackson’s House Farm, Grade II* 
• St John the Evangelsit Church, Grade II 
• Wallstreams Farm, Grade II 
• 11,13 & 15 Church Square, Grade II 
 
Local ly Listed Buildings/Heritage Assets  
 
• The Crooked Billet Public House 
• 5-11 Smith St and 17- 23 Water Street 
• The Bay Horse, Public House 
• Barn on Gorple Road 
• 2- 8 Gorple Road 
• The Former Schoolhouse, Church Square 
• The Square, off Brownside Road 
• 2-6 Green Terrace 
• Former Methodist Sunday School, Hall Street 
• Site of Worsthorne Old Hall, Hall Street 
• 1-9 Ormerod Street 
• 15- 19 Ormerod Street and Greenwood’s Barn 
• Butcher’s Farm Ormerod Street 
• Butcher’s Barn, Ormerod Street 
• 2-18 Ormerod Street 
• 24- 30 Ormerod Street 
• 1-9 Chapel Street 
• Drinking Fountain, Church Square 
• Lamp- post, Church Square 
• Finger Post, Gorple Road 
  

                                                      
13 13 Details of all statutory listed buildings and structures can be found at the National Heritage List for England. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/ 
 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/heritage-assets/nhle/
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Appendix C: Conservation Area Boundary with Listed and Locally 
Listed Buildings 

The map below highlights the conservation Area boundary (purple), statutory listed buildings 
(red) and locally listed buildings (green). 
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Appendix D: Summary Historic Environment Record 

PRN Name Summary 

PRN10798 
Wallstreams and Cottage 
Church Street Farmhouse, now 2 dwellings.  Probably early C17, altered. 

PRN10799 Jackson's Farm 
Farmhouse, now 2 dwellings.  Hall range dated 1621 
internally, wing probably c.1600; altered. 

PRN10801 Nos.11, 13 & 15 Church Square 
Block of 6 back-to-back cottages, now 2 shops and one 
cottage. C18, altered. 

PRN18914 Nos.2-18, Church Square Houses, pre-1848.  Locally Listed 
PRN18915 Church Square Former school and school house, location uncertain. 
PRN18916 Nos.3-11 Smith Street Houses, possibly back-to-back, pre-1848. 
PRN18917 Nos.1-9 Water Street Terrace of houses, post-1893. 

PRN18918 
Crooked Billet Inn 
Extwistle Road Inn, pre-1848. 

PRN18919 Nos.2-10 Gorple Road Houses, most built between 1844 and 1891. 
PRN18920 Jackmans Farm Barn, exact location uncertain. 
PRN18921 Nos.2, 4 and 6, Green Terrace Houses shown on OS first edition 1:2,500 map, 1893. 
PRN18922 Bay Horse Inn Inn shown on OS 25 inch map, 1912. 

PRN18923 
Nos.2, 4, 6, 10-18, 24-30, 1-9, 15-
19, Ormerod Street Houses, dated 1742. 

PRN18924 
The Red Man 
No.8 Ormerod Street 

Supposedly a public house, but not shown on any OS 
mapping as such, but is shown on OS 1848 six inch 
mapping. However there is a tile with a painted image of a 
red man in the front of No.8. 

PRN18925 Nos.1-9 (odd) Chapel Street,  Row of houses shown on 1848 map 
PRN18926 "The Gormless" Drinking Fountain Drinking fountain, pre-1893 
PRN18927 Church Square Ornate cast iron lamp standard 
PRN18928 Gorple Road Cast iron fingerpost, shown on OS 25 inch map, 1893. 
PRN18929 Greenwoods Farm Farmhouse shown on 1848 OS map. 

PRN2257 Butcher's Farm 
Timber-framed aisled barn – timber frame demolished 
1979/80. Barn noted on 1848 mapping still extant. 

PRN26024 Hall Street 

Wesleyan Methodist chapel and graveyard; originally built 
in 1837 and replaced by a larger chapel (PRN37669) in 
1877.  This original chapel was either demolished and 
rebuilt or enlarged pre-1893 (as a Sunday School?), this 
building is still exant. 

PRN35180 
Gorple or Gordon Street Mill, 
Gordon Street 

This mill is first shown on the OS 1912 25 inch mapping 
and shown as disused on OS 1961 1:2500 map; still extant. 

PRN37669 Hall Street 
Wesleyan Methodist chapel, built in 1875-7, replacing the 
earlier chapel (PRN26024); demolished in 1984. 

PRN37670 Off Church Square 

Site of a cotton mill, extant in 1891 and demolished in the 
1980s. Now housing. This mill was presumably the original 
one run by Lawrence W Halstead before he moved to 
Gorple/Gordon Street Mill.  Shown as works on post-war 
OS mapping. 

PRN39575 Jackson's Farm C17 rural estate. 
PRN710 Worsthorne Hall, Hall Street Large house, dated 1638, demolished 1893. 

PRN8183 St John's Church, Gorple Road  
Church, now church and assembly rooms. 1834-5, said to 
be by Lewis Vulliamy (Pevsner), with chancel 1894 by W.B. 
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Colbram, west tower 1903 by Austin and Paley; altered 
internally, laterally partitioned in 1973 making 2-storey 
assembly rooms in west end; ga 

PRN8184 Church Square 
National School, shown on OS 6 inch map, 1848, no longer 
extant. 

PRN8186 Off Gorple Road 
Sandstone quarries shown on OS 6 inch map 1848, no 
longer extant 
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