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Heritage is all around us. We live our lives, whether consciously or 
not, against a rich backdrop formed by historic buildings, landscapes 
and other physical survivals of our past. But the historic environment 
is more than just a matter of material remains. It is central to how we 
see ourselves and to our identity as individuals, communities and as 
a nation. It is a physical record of what our country is, how it came to 
be, its successes and failures. It is a collective memory containing an 
infinity of stories. Englandʼs history is a gradual accumulation of 
movement and arrivals, new stories attaching themselves to old. 
Urban and rural landscapes reflect this layering of experience and 
develop their own distinct characteristics. Building materials and styles 
can define and bind regions, localities and communities just as 
potently as ethnic background, dialect or sporting loyalties. Historic 
landscapes or iconic buildings can become a focus of community 
identity and pride and proclaim that identity and pride to the wider 
world. At a more local level a historic church or park can help define a 
neighbourhood and create a sense of local cohesion. Once lost, these 
defining features cannot be replaced. 

The Governmentʼs statement: The Historic Environment: A Force for 
Our Future  (DCMS/DTLR 2001)
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1.1.  Housing Market Renewal and Neighbourhood Action Plans (NAPS)

1.1.1. Housing Market Renewal is the Governmentʼs new approach to tackling low housing 
demand and abandonment in the North of England and the Midlands. Nine sub-regional Market 
Restructuring Pathfinder Projects have been created to bring about market renewal and tackle 
associated high levels of crime and social exclusion. The East Lancashire Pathfinder includes 
parts of Blackburn, Hyndburn, Burnley, Pendle and Rossendale. 

1.1.2.  Within Burnley Borough Councilʼs Pathfinder ʻintervention areaʼ Neighbourhood Action 
Plans (NAPs) are being prepared to guide the regeneration of the following priority areas, 
which are considered to be suffering from the worst deprivation and housing market failure:

 • Burnley Wood
 • Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme
 • South West Burnley

1.1.3. The NAP areas represent a wide range of approaches used to meet the housing needs 
of the borough over the last 150 years. In particular, there is a predominance of pre-1919 
terraced housing built to house the rapidly expanding population of Burnley during the Industrial 
Revolution. This type of property has experienced low demand and vacancy in the Pathfinder 
Intervention Area. Built at high densities with very little amenity space, close to the mills and 
factories that provided the main source of employment, it is considered that these dwellings 
were built for purposes that are no longer relevant to modern day housing 
expectations.

1.1.4.  It is anticipated that housing clearance will form an essential part of housing market 
renewal schemes. There is concern amongst heritage bodies that extensive clearance of 
pre-1919 terraced housing, with little regard to the consideration of its historic merit, could 
radically alter Burnleyʼs distinctive industrial character.

1.2.  Heritage Appraisals 

1.2.1. The Importance of Heritage:

Heritage encompasses not just buildings and streets but also gardens, parks, monuments, 
industrial complexes, waterways and roads, archaeological sites and open landscapes. It is 
estimated that only 5% of this resource is protected by statutory legislation. Our heritage also 
includes languages, stories, traditions and foods. An awareness of heritage gives people and 
places an identity and significance. It gives localities their distinctive character and marks their 
individuality as neighbourhoods and as part of the wider town.

1.2.2. The Purpose of Heritage Appraisals:

Elements of Burnleyʼs historic environment are recognised as nationally or locally important and 
are protected by law through statutory designation such as Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas. However, the particular local historic character of a place is not always marked by any 
of these formal designations, even though it is appreciated and well known to local people. 
Heritage Appraisals are a method of recognising this special quality and are now becoming an 
established approach in Conservation Planning.
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1.2.3.  Heritage Appraisals are being undertaken as part of the Neighbourhood Action Planning 
process to ensure that regeneration proposals are informed by a sound understanding of the 
heritage importance of the NAP areas and proper regard to their historic character and local 
distinctiveness. They will show how seemingly mundane, normal or everyday historic elements 
can contribute significantly to the overall quality and character of places or may be interest-
ing in their own right. Opportunities to retain or enhance the local character will be identified 
through this process and will inform the production of urban design guidance.

1.2.4. Heritage Appraisals offer an evaluation of heritage interest and characterisation of the 
NAP areas. This means understanding how the historical evolution of the Nap areas has 
shaped their present day character and distinctive qualities of the neighbourhoods. It is 
intended to use this understanding to guide regeneration proposals so that they acknowledge 
and build on that character. Heritage Appraisals recognise that change is desirable, but urges 
that it should respect, rather than detract from, the existing environment. 

1.2.5. Heritage Appraisals are a way of describing and understanding the NAP areas through 
providing an assessment of the elements which give the neighbourhoods their distinctive 
character. These elements include, amongst others:

 • historical development and associations
 • pattern of street layouts and historic transport routes – canal, rail and road
 • activity and vitality of land-uses
 • building materials, styles and architectural detailing
 • quality and relationship of buildings
 • prominent landmarks, vistas and panoramas
 • setting and topography
 • trees, parks and open spaces

These elements may make a positive contribution or they may, in some instances, detract from 
the area. 

1.2.6. Heritage Appraisals will aim to:

• assess the origins and development of the NAP areas to provide a good understanding  
 of the historic environment of the neighbourhoods and its role in modern life and local  
 communities;

• define and evaluate the qualities which create the distinct character of the NAP areas,  
 their heritage resources and the contribution they make to the quality of the townscape;

• identify opportunities to retain, strengthen and enhance local character and identity;  
 and

• inform the production of design guidance for the redevelopment and/or renovation of  
 the NAP areas that builds on strengthening distinctive local character and identity.

This approach reflects the importance of local character in the definition of sense of place as 
emphasised in English Heritageʼs policy statement The Power of Place (2001).
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2.1. Physical Context

2.1.1. Location
Burnley is one of a number of closely neighbouring settlements which lie along the valley of the 
River Calder and its tributaries. It is positioned on the western edge of the lower slopes of the 
Pennine Hills at the confluence of the River Calder and the River Brun. It was from the Brun 
that Burnley got its name, derived from Brun Lea, “the field near the Brun”. These rivers are 
now largely canalised and culverted through the built up areas of the town. 

2.1.2. Geology and Topography
The geology and topography of the area have influenced the development and character of 
Burnley through its climate, minerals, rivers and lines of communication. The underlying solid 
geology of the area consists of productive coal measures of the Carboniferous era which 
contributed to the early industrial exploitation of the area. The drift cover consists primarily of 
Pennine drift with fine textured alluvium in the valley of the Calder. These are derived almost 
wholly from Carboniferous rocks and contain abundant sandstone and shale fragments. It is 
likely that locally quarried sandstone was the dominant building material from at least the 
sixteenth century.

2.1.3. Townscape
Burnleyʼs townscape and identity is inextricably linked to the major part it played in the textile
revolution. A large part of Burnleyʼs Intervention Area was created (or in the case of the inner 
core redeveloped) during the Industrial Revolution. The rapid and concentrated development 
of Burnley during this period has created a rich and unique historic environment. The transport 
routes (rail, road and canal), warehouses, bridges, wharves, mills, weaving sheds and 
chimneys, housing, schools, shops and civic buildings associated with the industrial revolu-
tion still dominate Burnleyʼs townscape today providing a visual illustration of the connection 
between the past and the present.

twothe development of Burnley 2.2.  Historic Context

2.2.1. Burnley did not appear as a settlement until Saxon times when it was one of a group of 
hamlets or scattered farmsteads in the area.  By 1400, with a population of 600, Burnley ʻvilʼ 
had become established and contained a church, a market and a fair and a fulling mill around 
St Peterʼs Church area and the river Calder to the west. Burnley gradually developed as a 
market town and by 1650, with a population of 1,500, was regarded at a national level as a 
small market town. At this time farming was the main industry and houses and cottages had 
been built in the hamlet and near some of the outlying farms. Fields in the wider area  were 
enclosed and owned or rented by townspeople. Associated industries and trades developed to 
meet the needs of the growing town and woollen and linen cloth manufacturing were important 
industries in Burnley. The Church was the important centre of religion and local government.

2.2.2. Gradually the textile industry replaced agriculture and spinning and weaving in cottages
became more important than work on the land. Until the mid 18th Century the manufacture of 
woollens, worsteds and fustians took place mainly in workers homes. After 1750 cotton 
manufacturing gradually replaced the woollen industry and the factory system, which involved 
the separation of home and work, developed. Census returns for 1801 show Burnleyʼs 
population as 3,918 but at this time the town had expanded to the same plan and design as the 
handloom weaversʼ cottages with some degree of simplistic comfort.

2.2.3. In comparison the first half of the 19th Century, when the population rose to 20,828 
(1851), saw the unplanned development of back to back houses, cellar dwellings, and 
tenement houses crammed together within the core of the town from St Peterʼs (Top Oʼth 
Town) to Westgate (Brig). Very few examples of back-to-back houses survive in Burnley today. 
These dwellings accommodated the families which arrived from far and near to earn a living in 
the mills and factories which were being developed. At this time coal mining became more
important and every trade and industry expanded to meet the needs of the expanding 
population. Living conditions for most people in these cramped and over crowded conditions 
were very poor with little, if any, sanitary provision and there was a recognition that 
improvements needed to be made. This resulted, together with National changes, in the 
gradual decline of the Churchʼs responsibility for  the government of the expanding and more 
complex town. The Improvement Act of 1846 “for better paving, lighting, cleansing, regulating 
and improving the town and for better supplying  the inhabitants with gas and water” entrusted 
the government of the town to 60 Commissioners to be elected by the votes of ratepayers.

2.2.4. The town continued to expand in the second half of the 19th Century (97,043 population 
in 1901) but it was a more regulated and planned expansion. Areas of land outside the 
development boundary of the town were made available for development and the houses 
were laid out in terraces with provision for sanitation and other amenities. Burnleyʼs section of 
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal had been completed in 1801, the East Lancashire Rail Line in 
1848, and the Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail Line in 1849. The canal had played a significant 
part in the development of industry in the first half of the 19th Century as a transport route for 
materials and a source of water. As the town continued to develop in the second half of the 
19th Century the canal and rail transport corridors and the medieval footpath/road routes 
influenced the form of its development.

2.2.5. By the late nineteenth century, Burnley had secured a great majority of cotton operatives 
and associated industries, which were showing rapid growth and sophistication. The 
government of the town also progressed and in 1861 the Commissioners were replaced by the 
Burnley Town Council which was elected on a far more democratic basis than previously. The 
town council played a major role in the improvement, expansion and development of the town, 
initiating major schemes of public works. These included the provision of water and sanitation 
and symbolic gestures, such as the construction of town halls, churches, schools and hospitals. 
Public parks and squares are also significant features of this period.
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3.1.  The Area

3.1.1. The area comprises three districts - Daneshouse and Duke bar which overlap 
and Stoneyholme which is separated from the other two districts by the railway and 
canal. The area is clearly bounded to the west by the M65 motorway and the 
railway and canal but  the eastern boundary is less well defined  around the Duke 
Bar area where it runs along local streets and along the built-up area until it meets 
up with the Canal to the south. (See Plan A)

3.1.2. Daneshouse is the largest  of the three districts bounded by the canal/railway 
to the west  and Colne Road and Barden Lane to the East.  Stoneyholme is a 
compact district bounded by the M65 to the west and the Railway/canal to the east.  
Duke Bar  straddles Colne Road and Briercliffe Road northwards from their junction.

3.2.   Historic Development

3.2.1. Medieval farmhouse settlements 
existed at Danes House, Old Hall, Bank Hall 
and at  Bishop House and Grime House at 
Duke Bar.  As Burnley developed as a market 
town and road links were created, the existing 
settlements became grander and new farms 
and cottages were built at  New Hall Farm, 
Byerden House, Hebrew Hall, Hebrew Row,  
Craven Row  and Marles Farm  (See Plan B)

3.2.2 In the township of Burnley from the mid 
17th to  the beginning of the 19th Century 
there was a slow progression from agriculture 
to industry as spinning and weaving in 
cottages replaced work on the land and then mills and factories began to replace 
cottage industries. The impact of this stage of Burnleyʼs development on the 
Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme area was mainly that the ʻwastesʼ as the 
common land was called, were enclosed and land ownership and leasing 
established.  (See Plan B)

3.2.3 The Leeds and Liverpool Canal was completed by 1801 and runs across the 
area from north to south.  In 1848 the rail line from Blackpool to Colne was 
completed and for the most part runs alongside the canal until it veers westwards 
as it approaches Bank Top Station  (now Central Station).  These transport routes 
together with the pre-turnpike and turnpike roads which had developed formed the 
framework for the future development of the area.  (See Plan B) 

3.2.4. By the mid 19th Century the Burnley township had extended to the southern 
boundary of the Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme Area but there had been  
no significant  factory or housing development within the area. Pockets of 
cottages/workshops had developed in locations spread about the area – Marles St, 
Burnley Lane, Stoneyholme Cottage, Hebrew Rd, New Hall, Duke Bar/Barden Lane.  
(See Plan B)

3.2.5. From 1860 to 1930 the area developed to form most of the present day 
Daneshouse, Duke  Bar and Stoneyholme as shown on Plans C, D & E.  

threeDaneshouse, 
Duke Bar & 
Stoneyholme Appraisal
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Protected Features

3.3.1 A range of buildings and sites are statutorily and  locally protected (see Plan A):-

Listed Buildings: 
  1.St Andrewʼs Church    Grade I     (See 3.4.26)
  2.St. Andrewʼs School    Grade II         (3.4.26)
  3.Duke of York Hotel    Grade II         (3.4.22)
  4.Stanley Mill     Grade II         (3.4.9)
     and  Stable Block opposite                Grade II          (3.4.9)
  5.Former Angle Street Baptist Church
     And attached forecourt railings     Grade II         (3.4.26)
  6.108-114 Hebrew Road and
     1-5 Lee Green Street                        Grade II         (3.4.6)
  7.New Hall Street Canal Bridge   Grade II          (3.4.28)
  8.Burnley Lane Baptist Church Hall  Grade II          (3.4.26)
  9.Ebeneezer Sunday School   Grade II           (3.4.26)
  10.Colne Road Canal Bridge   Grade II           (3.4.28)
  11.Viaduct     Grade II

Tree Preservation Orders:

   12.Land adjacent 151 Abel Street           (3.4.31)
   13.34 Allen Street
  14.32 Colne Road
  15.Holme Road, Burnley

Conservation Area:    

 Canalside Conservation Area

Biological Heritage Sites:

  16.Leeds and Liverpool Canal             (3.4.28)
  17.Oswald Street, Stoneyholme          (3.4.28)

Definitive Footpaths:   

 9, 10, 214, 200, 199, 124, 125, 152

Locally Listed Buildings:

  18.Baltic Fleet         (3.4.23)
  19.Bishopʼs House Mill Chimney      (3.4.10)
  20.Independent Methodist Church      (3.4.26)
  21.Burnley Co-op Branch 1         (3.4.21)
  22.Jubilee Buildings, Colne Road        (3.4.19)
  23.92-104 Colne Road            (3.4.6 &19)
  24.88-90 Colne Road, 1-3 Jackson St & 13-15 Barrett St    (3.4.6 & 19)
  25.Former Hanover Methodist Chapel      (3.4.26)
  26.Colne Road Methodist Church       (3.4.26)
  27.31-61 Colne Road        (3.4.7)
  28.Rockwood, 29 Colne Road        (3.4.7)
  29.Old Hall Farmhouse       (3.4.6)
  30.Parapets of ginney tunnel        (3.4.14)
  31.14-48 March Street, Plasterwork Interiors    (3.4.5)
  32.Ginney road turning block        (3.4.14)

Some of these buildings and sites are described in more detail in the following chapter.

3.4.     ARCHITECTURAL, TOWNSCAPE AND LANDSCAPE QUALITIES

3.4.1. All three districts within the area 
have the same essential character – 
rows of terraced houses built  alongside 
factories in the period from 1860 – 1930 
to house the expanding workforce. 
There is also a range of community and 
commercial buildings built during the 
same period.  The main building mate-
rial was local sandstone and welsh blue 
slate.  Pavements and streets would 
also have been surfaced with stone 
slabs and sets but have now largely 
been tarmacked  although occasionally 
there are glimpses  of the original setts. 
(See Map F)

3.4.2 The layout of the streets was 
planned.  Estate plans showing the
layout of  proposed streets in an area 
were submitted for approval to Burnley 
Boroughʼs Improvement Committee, 
often by the large landowners of the 
time. For example in 1875 R.Townley 
Parker submitted plans under the Burnley 
Borough Improvement Act 1871 for the 
layout of streets in the New Hall  area of 
Daneshouse  as shown below (amended 
plans must have been submitted as the 
layout built is not the same).

However,  the ancient and turnpike  road 
routes and canal and railway created a 
framework for development. In 
Stoneyholme the streets are mainly built 
on a ne/sw axis perhaps following the lie 
of the land. In Daneshouse west of Abel 
Street the main axis runs n/s (again with 
the lie of the land) but in east
Daneshouse the main axis is w/e.  The 
Duke Bar district is crossed by several 
old road routes and, except in the Bar 
Street and Ford Street areas, the streets have a more irregular form.  Along the main and old 
road routes properties tend to follow the line of the road and many are in commercial use.

3.4.3.  The rows of houses were then built one or two terraces at a time  as details were 
submitted to the Burnley Borough Improvement Committee. The blocks of houses have a range 
of subtle architectural details in the window and door surrounds, size of windows and size and 
finish of stone.  Even on a row of houses variations can be seen indicating that the row was 
built in two or more phases.  Over the page are some illustrations of these variations.
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danes-
The houses are two storey, have a fairly bal-
anced window to wall ratio and a rhythmic 
door, window, door, window arrangement. The 
windows and doors have a vertical emphasis 
which counters the horizontal nature of the 
rows of houses. Very often the end properties 
of the rows have two storey outbuildings and 
the gables invariably have windows and doors.  
The walls dominate and the roof line has a gentle 
slope. Chimney stacks with pots sit on the apex. However 
from views into the area from surrounding hills the rows of 
blue slate roofs are often the dominant feature. 

3.4.4.  The majority of houses open directly onto the 
pavement but in some neighbourhoods the houses have 
small forecourt garden areas enclosed by a low stone wall.  
Some of these houses also have bay windows to the front 
ground floor. Often these properties are along main routes, 
in prominent positions or facing onto key buildings as shown below on 
Elm Street.  This may also be as a result of the Bye-Law Regulations 
which  controlled standards of building and increased standards as time 
progressed.     

Hubie Street, Stoneyholme 1884March Street, Stoneyholme 1896 Elm Street, Daneshouse 1880
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3.4.5.   At the rear of the houses, also required by Bye-Laws of the time, a small back yard or 
court area enclosed by a 4-5ʼ wall contains a range of  outbuildings.  The building plans on the 
previous page show the arrangement and facilities which would 

originally have existed.  These facilities – drainage to mains, toilet, 
ash pit,  were a vast improvement on those which had existed prior to 
the 1854 Improvement Act although there is some indication (Bennett 
Volume 4 p11) that until the Corporation provided a properly planned 
sewerage system for the whole town  in 1870 some localised 
problems still arose. A terrace of properties, 14 – 48 March Street,  
are locally listed because of their plasterwork interiors although it is 
not known whether this plasterwork remains. (3.3.1.31) 

3.4.6 Of the early farmsteads and settlements little remains:-

Old Hall Farm, a locally listed building (3.3.1. 29) remains although 
it is thought that the rear wall and outbuildings of the farmhouse are 
the only part of the present  structure which date from the early 17th 
Century and these have been much modified mainly during the early 
19th Century.  It is the barn which is of special interest because it is 
an example of vernacular architecture which is transitional between 
two different types of barns -   an oak framed aisled barn  and a stone 
barn.   

Two separate blocks of  back to back houses, perhaps the only ones 
which remain in Burnley,  can be found in the area.  108-114 Hebrew 

Road & 1 –5 Lee Green Street is a statutory listed building 
(3.3.1.  6) because  it is a rare surviving  example of 
relatively unaltered back to back housing which typified 
Burnley in the first half of the 19th Century. Unfortunately it 
is in an increasingly derelict condition. 

88-90 Colne Road, 1 & 3 Jackson Street and 13 & 15 
Barrett Street the second block has been altered to such 
an extent that, except for ordnance survey maps, it would 
not now be recognisable as a back to back block. Although 
the shop front elevation has been improved the building 
has been partly rebuilt and rendered and original doorways 
are no longer visible. 

However  photographs taken in the 1980ʼs show some of the 
former  doors and windows of the original houses. This block 
is locally listed (3.3.1.  24) and at 90 Colne Road also has an 
ornate door surround including a bullʼs head over the 
doorway, indicating perhaps that this was a butcherʼs shop. 
(See 3.4.19)

Lee Green Street / Hebrew 
Road Back to Backs

88 / 90 Colne Road - February 2004
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Unusually, the terrace 48 to 58 Ardwick Street, designed by local archi-
tect Edward Smith in 1873 ends (at 58) with a larger than normal house 
with a third storey attic. Part of the ground floor was converted to a 
shop in 1881 with new shop fronts installed but these have now been 
removed and the property is again in use as a house.

3.4.8.  The industrial buildings are concentrated  along the canal in Daneshouse, along the 
River Calder in Stoneyholme and close to the Main roads  in the Duke Bar district.  The first 
mills to be built in this area, as in other areas, were spinning mills and weaving was gradually 
introduced  as an additional activity  but eventually became the main activity with later mills 
being built for weaving. The mills and sheds were usually built in stone although some of the 
later mills were built in brick often with some stone detailing.  The earlier buildings were very 
plain and not architecturally designed, the design of the building was dominated by function  - 
they were rectangular in shape with large windows regularly spaced along the longer sides to 
allow in as much light as possible and the width and length of the building was such as to allow 
a specific number of spindles to be sited within it. Extensions were built as the company 
developed and these often indicated the changes in types of processes and advances in 
technology (See 3.4.11 below).  The spinning mills were 
multi-storey but the weaving sheds were mainly one storey 
only, because of the weight and movement of the looms.  
Light was provided from above through glass ridged roofs 
which were known as ʻnorth lightsʼ.  The roof line was hidden 
behind a stone wall but the hoppers and down spouts which 
collected the rain water were visible along the length of the 
wall.

In addition there are two blocks of properties with stone slate roofs  
which do not appear to have been approved by the Burnley Borough 
Improvement Committee after 1854. It is likely that they are earlier 
properties, perhaps hand loom weavers cottages although most of 
them are not now in residential use. These are 8 & 10 Barden Lane, 
now in a semi derelict condition and 92 - 104 Colne Road, Locally 
listed buildings (3.3.1.23)  shown left.

3.4.7. During the 19th Century the new ʻindustrialistsʼ built larger 
houses in some areas of the town, often on the main roads and on the 
outskirts of the area being developed.  Although there is no 
significant  area of such housing in this
area, one or two examples of a grander 
type of housing can be found in the Colne 
Road area adjacent to the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal.  In 1878 approval was 
given for  a pair of  semi-detached  villas at 

14/16 Colne Road for Mr. W. C. Hargreaves, cotton spinner.  Built 
in red brick they are a stark contrast to the surrounding stone built 
properties.  These properties have been in commercial use in the 
past but are now once again in use as dwellings (Plan F - Building 
of Local Heritage Value).

Built about the same time, to the south of these villas are three
terraces of grander stone built houses with attic windows.  
Between two of the terraces, at the corner of Plantation Street is 
a detached house (Rockwood, 29 Colne Road), built 1885/6 and 
designed by a local architect T Bell.  It is a locally listed build-
ing (3.3.1.28) as is  one of the terraced blocks, 31-6l Colne Road 
(3.3.1. 27). End of terrace houses which overlook the canal and 
the lower area in Thursby Gardens are also given a grander 
appearance 
(Plan F - Building of Local Heritage Value). 

8 & 10 Barden Lane

92 - 104 Colne Road

58 Ardwick Street
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Rockwood, 29 Colne Road

31 - 61 Colne Road
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3.4.9 Stanley Mill and Chimney (Duke Bar), built in  1891 is statutory listed  (3.3.1.4) as a good 
example of a  19th Century Burnley Weaving mill. The Mill Stables are also listed but lie just 
outside the NAP boundary.  

The illustrations below show the 
single storey weaving shed and the
two storey warehouse and 
engine/boiler house to the south.  
A single storey office block was added 
in 1915.  

3.4.10 Also in the Duke Bar district, 
Bishopʼs House Mill Chimney is locally 
listed (3.3.1.19). Bishops House,  on 
the site of a medieval dwelling, was 
demolished when the mill was built in 
1883/6.  It too has a single storey 
weaving  shed and two storey 
warehouse  including engine and boiler house.  The chimney 
height has been reduced by removal of the top and the middle section of the warehouse area 
has been removed (possibly the boiler house) and replaced with  a modern flat roofed 
extension.  A  lodge created by culverting a small stream running under the building  has 
now been filled (See Plans C-E).

3.4.11. The older mills are concentrated between the Canal and  Elm Street in the west 
Daneshouse district.  These are listed on the following page together with information about 
later extensions. Of the stone mills remaining only Old Hall Shed/Mill (1864) still retains its 
original character although a recent small single storey 
corrugated outbuilding is unsympathetic.  It has a 3 
storey warehouse/engine/boiler house fronting the 
canal. This frontage has an engraved name/date stone 
and a hoist is still visible above a larger loading 
window on the upper floor.  Behind it is the one storey 
weaving shed with north light roof and cast iron 
hoppers and down spouts  (See 3.4.8 above, Plan F 
- Building of Local heritage Value).

(left) Stanley Mill and Chimney from 
Cleaver Street and  (right) showing 

the single storey weaving shed.

Old Hall Shed / Mills
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Northbridge Mill, unlike Old Hall Mill, fronts Elm 
Street and not the canal. It retains much of its 
character from the street (Plan F - Building of 
Local Heritage Value) but a new roof to the 
weaving shed at the rear and modern cladding  
to the weaving shed wall on the canal frontage 

are unsympathetic. The base of the mill chimney 
is also visible from the canalside.

Queens Mill (1887) also appears to be little changed.  Only one 
chimney remains – a brick chimney at Elm Mill (Plan F - Landmark 
Structure).

List of Mills in Daneshouse

    Throstle Mill   Date unknown, Warehouse 1875,  new weaving shed 1881,  
    engine house 1911
    New Hall Mill   Date unknown, re-building spinning mill 1898, roving room  
    1900, cotton store over roving room 1907, waste room, 1920,   
    new weft warehouse 1922
    New Hall Shed  Date unknown, new winding, beaming & taping rooms 1881,  
    new warehouse & chimney 1899
    North Bridge Mill Date unknown, but new gates 1880, Warehouse Winding,  
    beaming and taping rooms 1881
    Old Hall Mill  Weaving Shed 1859, New Tape Room 1872. new

           dust  chimney and hoist 1883, extension of tape room
           over store room 1890, new storeroom 1915
Old Hall Shed    Weaving Shed 1864, Extension 1890, 
            Extension for weaving shed & warehouse 1900                        

     
Daneshouse Mill    Warehouse & offices 1871, Extension 1926                            
Elm Street Shed (Melland Mill) Weaving Shed 1880, new weaving shed 1887, 
          Re-instatement after fire 1951                                       
Livingstone Mill new weaving shed 1886, fire pump house
           1896, new sprinkler tower 1903, office extension 1926, 
            weaving and  winding shed at rear 1926
Queens Mill  New weaving shed 1887, pipeline to canal 1888, 
         extension 1890, new office 1901, new spindler tower 1919
Cameron Mill   new weaving mill 1905, warehouse extension 1950
Bank Hall Shed  Storeroom & garage 1915, alterations 1949

Northbridge Mill from Elm Street   

Northbridge Mill from canalside. 

3.4.12. In the west Stoneyholme district adjacent to the River Calder Ashley Street Dyeworks  
& Stables were built in 1909.  It was  constructed in red brick  as a one storey building  with 
three roof ridges. On the western edge of the building were engine and boiler houses and a 
chimney.  The plan of the building also shows a well which received water from the nearby 
Calder. It appears to have operated as a dyeworks until the 1960ʼs but has now been 
converted to workshop units.  The chimney has been demolished and the well is no longer 
visible.  

3.4.13. One of the main land marks in the area is a large  gas holder on Oswald Street (Plan 
F - Landmark Structure). Gas was first made in Burnley in 1818 at sites outside this area 
but as the demand for Gas grew and the town government developed with responsibility for 
providing gas  larger sites and gas holders were needed, often employing new technologies. 
Plan C shows four smaller gas holders in the south of the Neighbourhood Action Plan Area 
in Stoneyholme.  These gas holders were built between 1854 and 1887 but only one of these 
remains.  Such was the demand that in  1922 a larger and more modern plant and gasholder 
of 3 million cubic feet capacity was built on a new site in  Oswald Street. As can be seen on 
plan E the site had good rail access to the coal sidings to the south. The gas holder is still in 
use although the  operational site has reduced in size.

3.4.14. The Coal sidings and goods yard further south (just outside the Nap Area boundary) 
were a key part of the industrial activities in the area, carrying goods and resources.  The 
goods yard was linked to Bank Hall Colliery  (outside the eastern edge of the NAP boundary) 
by a ginney track  (See Plans C,D & E)  A ginney track also ran from the coal sidings across 
Stoneyholme parallel to March Street (See Plan A) and the ginney track parapets and turning 
block remains are locally listed (3.3.1.30 & 32)

3.4.15. In north Daneshouse district there are also domestic scale workshop premises sited 
at the end of terraced housing blocks.  One of these workshops, at the junction of Tunstill 
Street and Holbeck Street which ordnance survey  plans show as built between 1890 and 1910 
is a red brick building. However it has a plain but attractive stone gable with a large arched 
doorway (Plan F - Building of Local Heritage Value). No records can be found about the past 
use of this building.

At the corner of Holbeck Street and North Street a building presently 
used as a carpet warehouse was originally built (1886) as a bake 
house and a cottage and had a later extension for a carriage house and 
stable with hayloft over (1887).  In 1887 a Laundry was built on Wood 
Street.   An existing works set back from the corner of Elm Street/Old 
Hall Street (excluding the new extensions) seems to have been built in 
1880 as a Mechanics Shop.   Also shown on the past ordnance surveys 
plans but since demolished are an Iron Works at the rear of New Hall 
Street/Robinson Street (Plan E), a blacksmiths at the corner of Old Hall 
Street and Elm Street(Plan D) and Boat Works and Stables at New Hall 
Dockyard Wharf by the canal at New Hall Street(Plan C).  Bennett (IV 
p27)  when discussing transport from 1850-1870 states that “For poorer 
folk, there was the pleasure of cruising up and down the Canal in a new 
4h.p. steam launch holding forty people, and built at the New Hall Boat 
Yard”. 
There was also a boat yard, possibly with a marina off the canal in south Daneshouse close to 
the junction with Colne Road.  This later became a stone yard (See Plan C).
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Workshop on Tunstill Street/Holbeck Street
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3.4.16. In Duke Bar in the Green Street area there are also a number of workshops. This area 
is one of the earlier settlements around Bishop House where back to 
back houses existed and where the more complex street pattern of 
the earlier 19th Century can be seen at  Rushworth Street East and 
Green Street. The workshops  have been much changed and it is not 
clear when they were built but those between Rushworth Street East 
and Green Street may be early workshops of the 1850ʼs or before. 

In the east of Duke Bar there are workshops built at each end of Cobden Street.  Number 25 
Cobden Street was built as a spice works with stables in 1893 in similar design to the houses 
but in 1906 the stables section of the property was altered to create a third storey for a ʻNew 
Club Roomʼ giving this property its present gabled frontage onto  
Cobden Street.

At the other end of Cobden Street  a Blacksmiths shop was built in 
1888 and next to it in 1922 a garage which was altered in 1951 to 
create the building which is on site to-day with the rendered gabled 
elevation to back Briercliffe Road.

3.4.17. In Stoneyholme, 1 March Street and 
the adjoining building were built as a bakery, 
house and stable in 1898.  It is little changed 
except for the addition of the garage.  The 
first floor loading door to the hay loft can still 
be seen in the gable with the remains of a 
hoist above it.

3.4.18 Many of the commercial buildings are 
sited along main routes – Colne Road, Briercliffe Road, Barden Lane, 
Brougham Street/Daneshouse Road, Hebrew Road and Abel Street.  
Most are of domestic scale having been originally built as dwellings, 

sometimes with a shop at one or both ends of a block.  They were con-
verted to shop/dwellings as the demand for services and goods grew.  For example cottages on 
Abel Street had shop fronts added over a period of time from 1882 to 1891,  houses at 66-84 
Briercliffe Road from 1890 to 1922 and on Brennand Street from 1882 to 1908.  There was a 
wide range of shop front  designs and two examples are below

       

Corner shop, 
 Briercliffe  Road,

Duke Bar

Houses to be 
converted to shops showing 
proposed shop fronts at
126 - 136 
Colne Road

Former bakery 1 March Street

Former Spice Warehouse 
with Club Room over

Green Street / Rushworth Street 
East Workshops
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3.4.19.  The locally listed shop properties 88 –90 Colne Road (3.3.1.24) 
are part of a complex of back to back houses (See 3.4.6) and number 
90 has a carved bullʼs head over the shop door.  Barrettʼs Directory of 
Burnley and District for 1887 shows that Tom Holden, a butcher, 
occupied the premises. The locally listed shop properties 92 to 104 
Colne Road (3.3.1.23) may have been built as hand loom weavers 
cottages but the shop fronts were added later. The shop fronts at 92/94 
were added in 1885 and at 96 in 1937. Also locally listed the shop 
properties  118 – 124  Colne Road (3.3.1.22) have an inscribed plaque 
“Jubilee Buildings 1887” over number 118.  They could  make a pleasant 
group unified by the cornice at shop fascia level but some are currently 
in a state of disrepair.

Although not listed the Burnley Building Society Branch Office at 128 
Colne Road is a distinctive building. The existing frontage was 
constructed in 1923 and designed by local architects Vowles and 
Johnson.The Burnley Building Society is no longer in existence which 
gives this frontage historical significance (Plan F -Building of Local 
Heritage Value ).  

Another block of shops which deserves mention is Bellʼs Arcade on 
Hebrew Road.   Built in 1890 for Edward Bell there were originally  21 
shops   (9 shop/dwellings and 12 lock up shops – 9 of these in a metal 
framed, glass roofed arcade at right angles to Hebrew Road.  They are 
impressive 2 storey buildings with large attic windows to the houses 
giving additional height to the front elevation.  Some of the properties 
and the frontage above the arcade have been demolished  leaving the 
metal support beams visible (Plan F -Building of Local Heritage Value ).

       
3.4.20. Throughout the area some terraces were built with a 
corner shop to meet local need. These properties often have a 
corner doorway with ornate treatment above the door .

Illustrations of Bellʼs arcade as it is 
to-day and as approved 
(showing the two end sections)

Jubilee Bulidings. Colne Road

Burnley Building Society

3.4.21. There are three former Co-operative society buildings – one in Daneshouse and two in 
Duke Bar.  The finest example, a locally listed building at 123/127 Colne Road (3.3.1.21) was 
designed by a local architect  Thomas Holt in 1892. It is an  ornate three storey building with 
shop frontages to Colne Road and Pheasantford Street and above first floor level the stone is 
inscribed  “Branch No.1 Burnley Co-operative Society”.  On the Colne Road frontage at roof 
level the Societyʼs motto is displayed on a stone plaque – a beehive encircled with the words 
“Sweets of Industry”
 

The Co-operative Society was first established 
in Burnley in 1860 with the aim of allowing 
members a chance to share in the profits from 
retail trade and also to improve the moral and 
intellectual culture of  its members. The Society 
expanded rapidly and in 1862 built the first of 
its town centre buildings on Hammerton Street.  
By 1889 the Society had 40 shops and the 
membership was 6,400.  It would appear that 
the Colne Road Branch was the first large out 
of town Branch to be built and it is in a similar 
style, although smaller, than the Hammerton 
Street Head Office.  The plans for the building show the range of activities which went on in the 
building. At ground floor level with basement stores were shops – butcher, draper, grocer and 
shoemaker;  at first floor a draperʼs and millinerʼs showroom and work room, a grocerʼs store 
and a smoke room;  and on the second floor an assembly room, a 
conversation room and a reading room, all lit by natural light from windows 
in the roof structure (Plan F - Area of Local Heritage Value).

The Co-operative building at 15 New Hall Street is of a more domestic scale 
but still has an ornate frontage although it is boarded up and in a poor state 
of repair.  The Co-operative Society built the grocerʼs shop and the 
adjoining four terraced houses in 1888.  No provision was made for  
educational activities.

Detail of the 
carved plaque

Branch No.1,
Colne Road Elevation

15 New Hall Street and adjoining houses

Corner shop at 23 Heath Street
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The property at Brennand Street/Bracewell Street is of a domestic 
scale and the Co-operative Society also built the adjoining eight 
houses on Bracewell Street. They were built in 1884 and the shop 
building includes living quarters adjacent to the terrace of houses.  
On ground floor was the grocerʼs shop, cloggers shop and 
storeroom and on the lst floor a store room and Committee and 
Reading  rooms to the Bracewell Street frontage. The property 
retains its original character with the sash windows and shop fronts 
intact although boarding obscures some of the shop frontage. It is 
included within one of the areas of local heritage value built around 
St.Johnʼs Church and Bishops Mill (Plan F).

3.4.22.  There are several Inns/Public Houses in the area, the 
most notable being the land mark building, (Plan F) the  Duke of 
York Hotel which is a Statutory Listed Grade II Building (3.3.1.3).  
It sits in an island at the Junction of Colne and Briercliffe Roads 
– the site of a toll point from which Duke Bar gets its name. 

The present building dates from 1888 although there may have 
been an inn on this site earlier.  It was designed by local architect 

Thomas Bell and is in a Jacobean style. It also has group value 
with St Andrewʼs Church to the north and these buildings are 
included within an area of Local heritage value (See Plan F).

3.4.23. The Baltic Fleet at 48 Briercliffe Road is a locally listed 
building (3.3.1.18).  It was built in 1894 and was designed by a 
local architect Charles Parsons for Masseyʼs Burnley Brewery and 
replaced an existing hotel on the site.

Other public houses were built in the area during the same period 
– The Dragoon in Hebrew Road built in a more domestic style 
together with stable, 2 houses and a corner shop in 1864; on 
Colne Road The Waggoners, Wheatsheaf Inn, Victoria Inn 
(formerly the Cobblers Rest) and the Derby Inn. The dates of these 

are unknown but all had alterations and extensions in the 1890ʼs;  
and the  Old Duke  in Briercliffe Road had alterations in 1913.  

3.4.24 Several working menʼs and other clubs and institutes were 
built too. The most striking being St Andrews Conservative Club at 
174/176 Colne Road which Bennett (IV p139) states was built in 
1892.  It is a 4 storey stone building with a balcony at first and 
second floor levels and shops at ground floor (Plan F - Landmark 
Building).

Brennand Street / Bracewell Street

The Duke of York Hotel

The Baltic Fleet, Briercliffe Road
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Other Clubs include  The Reform Club, Thorn Street before 1889 (now demolished), 
Daneshouse Unionist Working Mens Club 1899 recently rebuilt after a fire,  Green St Sports 
and Social Club, Byerden House Socialist Society Club and Institute,  and New Hall Street 
Working Menʼs Club and Institute (dates unknown).  Byerden House (or Barden House) is one 
of the post medieval houses shown on Plan B. The present day club has been built around  the  
house. The frontage retains much of itʼs original  character 
(Plan F - Building of Local Heritage Value).

3.4.25. Other buildings were built for entertainment.  
There were picture houses/cinemas at Brougham Street 
(The Majestic  1919) now a mosque (Plan F - Building 
of Local Heritage Value), Colne Road (The Tivoli 1912) 
now demolished, Robinson Street (The Royal Cinema 
between 1910/30) now demolished, and Thorn Street 
between 1910/30 (now demolished).  North Street Baths 
built in 1910 provided local people with washing  as well 
as swimming facilities (now demolished).  In 1909 in 
Tunstill Street a skating rink with billiard hall above was 
built.  It seems likely that the existing building has been 
substantially rebuilt as in the 1940ʼs the building the 
Adams Store with Billiard Hall over was described as 
concrete at ground floor with wooden top floor and front-
age. 

St.Andrewʼs Conservative Club

Byerden House frontage

Stoneyholme, Brougham St Picturedrome, 1924 [L]



  
3.4.26. There are a range of community buildings in the area, built at various times:-

Three Statutory Listed Churches:

St Andrews (3.3.1.1&2) at Duke Bar together with its former School Buildings.  The church 
was built c1867 and designed by Medland Taylor in Gothic Style and is a landmark structure 
(Plan F).  It is listed also for its group value with the school buildings (3.3.1.2) to the south. The 
school buildings (1866) preceded the church and probably served as both church and school.  
They too are in gothic style.

Angle Street Baptist Chapel and Sunday School 
(3.3.1.5).  The Chapel is dated 1877 with attached fore-
court railings and gate piers in Debased  Romanesque 
style. The Sunday school built in 1878 is in C17 
Vernacular Style. Both buildings are now in use as an 
Islamic Teaching Centre.

St.Andrewʼs Church

Stoneyholme, Hubie St Wesleyan Chapel [L]25  heritage appraisal

Angle Street Chapel



Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Sunday School and Institute illustrated 
page 32 (3.3.1.8 & 9 now Burnley Lane Baptist) on Colne Road in south 
Daneshouse.  The first Ebenezer Chapel was built in 1787 on the 
opposite side of Colne Road.  The first building on the existing site was 
the Sunday school (1845)  but this was converted to the institute, with 
integral dwelling.  The church was added in 1860 and later extended at 
the rear.  The Sunday School building (now a church hall)  was built in 
1872.

There are also three Locally Listed Churches:
Colne Road Methodist Church ( 3.3.1.26 date unknown) was 
originally a school.  A Chapel (now demolished) was built adjacent to 
the school in 1879.  The school building is now used as an Islamic
 teaching centre.
Wood Street Chapel and School (3.3.1.20) originally Independent 
Methodist (1891) now in commercial use has an ornate classical style 
door entrance although metal palisade security fence is an 
unsympathetic 20th Century addition(See Plan F - Unsympathetic 
Changes).
Hanover Methodist Chapel 1898 ( 3.3.1.25) and the adjacent Sunday 
school building are now in use as a plumbing supplies warehouse.

Although not listed St John the Baptist RC Church, School, Presbytery 
and Club in north Duke Bar are also a fine group of buildings, at the 
heart of the community.  The school was built 1892 and the  rectory in 
1904.  The Church was opened and dedicated by Bishop Casartelli in 
1909 (Plan F - Area of Local Heritage Value). 

Hubie Street Wesleyan Methodist Chapel (1887) also illustrated on 
previous page is now used as a showroom/ warehouse 
(Plan F - Building of Local Heritage Value).

Former Hanover 
Methodist Chapel

St.John The Baptist
Church and School

Former Hubie Street
Wesleyan Methodist 

Chapel

daneshouse, duke bar 
  & stoneyholme
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3.4.27.   Many School buildings were originally associated with 
Churches and developed from Sunday School buildings which are men-
tioned at 3.4.26 above.  Brougham Street  Infants School 1884 (Now St. 
James Parish Hall) was built  for the Directors of St Peterʼs School 
(Plan F - Building of Heritage Value).

Alongside the Angle Street Chapel and Sunday school an infants school 
was built in 1887.  It is now used as an old peopleʼs centre 
(Plan F - Building of Heritage Value).

 
The Education Act of 1870 aimed to provide free and compulsory 
education for all children.  Under this act the Burnley School Board was 
established in 1871.  However the first Board School was not built until 
1891.  It was known as Abel Street Board School and this is inscribed on 
the Abel Street elevation (Plan F - Building of Heritage Value). 

Other Community buildings include a former local Police Station   
 on Cleaver Street, now in commercial use and a public library   
still in use as a branch library on Colne Road.  The library (1924)   
was the first purpose built library to be built in Burnley.  Both   

buildings are of historical significance in the development of  the   
area (Plan F - Building of Heritage Value).

       
3.4.28.   The street pattern and high-density terrace housing did not 
create opportunities for open spaces except within school and   
church grounds and working areas/mill ponds around industrial 
buildings. However by 1891 the Borough Council had provided   
several recreation grounds in response to public demand.  The 
1890 Ordnance Plan shows Stoneyholme Recreation Ground   
although by 1910 this had been developed with terraced housing.  In 
1893/94, trees and shrubs were planted to make Briercliffe Road 

Gardens, a triangular area at the junction of Briercliffe Road and Thursby 
Road.  In 1910 Thursby Gardens incorporating a new rail station approach was opened.   
Several open spaces were also created  just beyond the boundary of the area – St. Andrewʼs 
Recreation Ground to the north (1892), Thornber Gardens to the north east (1897) and  to the 
south east Queens Park(1893) and Thompsonʼs Park(1930), the latter two now on English 
Heritageʼs Register of Historic Parks and Gardens.  The 1930 Ordnance Survey Plan also 
shows Barden Recreation Ground to the north (now Barden High School).

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal  creates a linear open space and recreation area running 
through the area and provides diverse views of the terraced streets, waterside mill buildings 
and open views of the countryside and Pendle Hill to the north and west.  There are two 
statutory listed canal bridges – New Hall Street Bridge (3.3.1.7) and Colne Road Bridge 
(3.3.1.10), both c1790-96 by engineer Robert Whitworth (Colne road bridge widened 
c1862-71).

The area contains two County Biological Heritage sites:   the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
(3.3.1.16) where the waterway and the towpath and banks support a range of habitats, 
including species-rich grassland, tall-herb vegetation and scrub;  and land at Oswald Street 
(3.3.1.17) which carries a series of unimproved grasslands, tall herb and scrub communities.

More recently open spaces have been created through clearance of buildings and those are 
described under 3.5. below.

3.4.29 The straight grid pattern of the streets creates many long views through the rows 
of terraced houses (Plan F - Views). Views of surrounding countryside are to be found in 
Stoneyholme,  south westwards to the Ightenhill Area and north westwards  towards Pendle 
Hill.  

In  north Daneshouse there are some views over the canal and railway towards Pendle Hill.

In Duke Bar there are views eastwards towards Heasandford and beyond 
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Stoneyholme: view southwards to Ightenhill

Daneshouse: view southwards along Robinson Street 
(above) and over the canal to Pendle (right)

Duke Bar: from Pheasandford Street eastwards and 
into the area with Stanley Mill Chimney in the 
background

Abel Street Board School

Former local police station, 
Cleaver Street  

Colne Road branch library

Background Image: Police, Cleaver Street Section, 1910 [L]



3.4.30 There are long views northwards along Colne Road towards 
The Duke of York Hotel and St Andrews Church and Spire, land 
mark buildings.  In the Duke Bar and north Daneshouse area 
Stanley and Bishops House Mill Chimneys are visible from within 
and without the area.  The Oswald Street  Gas Holder is also promi-
nent  from within and without the area but especially westwards 
along  New Hall Street.  

3.4.31 Because of the tight grid pattern of 
the streets, trees and greenery are sparse 

and where it exists it is more often than not a recent introduction(See 
3.5.). However, there are 4 Tree Preservation Orders (3.3.1.12 -15) in 
the area, two 
on individual trees, one on 2 trees and one on 3 trees, all for their ame-
nity value in an area with few trees within private properties.

There is also a  small pleasant woodland 
between the canal and Tennis Street. The 
grounds of St Johnʼs Church contains some 
mature trees  and the wall of Bishopʼs 
House Mill backing onto Rushworth Street 
East, at the rear of the church, 
supports climbing plants and  gives a 
pleasant feel to the old pathway which runs 
between. 

In Stoneyholme off March Street a row of 
Allotments face the houses. 

Landmarks – southwards along Colne road 
with Bishopʼs House Mill and Stanley Mill 
Chimneys and St Andrews Church Spire ; 
and along New Hall Street to the Gas Holder 
(below)

Trees in grounds of  
St Johnʼs Church

Greenery at Rushworth 
Street East

Allen Street TPO

Abel Street TPO 
in the distance
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3.5. CHANGES AND PRESENT CHARACTER

3.5.1.  The Stoneyholme and Daneshouse districts have suffered from decline for many years. 
Both districts have seen efforts to prevent the decline – housing and environmental 
improvement initiatives in the 1970ʼs and 80ʼs and more recently through  Housing Renewal 
Area declaration.  These efforts have been more successful in the Stoneyholme district which 
does not suffer from the same levels of vacancy and abandonment as Daneshouse.  The 
problems in Daneshouse have worsened in recent years and  the increase in vacancy and 
abandonment is beginning to spread to the Duke Bar area and beyond.

3.5.2.  There have been significant changes in the western Stoneyholme district. The 
approach road to the M65 junction ( Princess Way) cleared terraced streets and industrial 
properties and further clearance of houses has taken place leaving three blocks of terrace 
properties and the Ashley Street Works and one remaining Gas Holder. Unsympathetic new 
buildings and structures house Lancashire County Councilʼs 
Recyling Centre and the former offices of Burnley and 
Padiham Housing Company 
(Plan F - Unsympathetic Changes).

Over a number of years new Schools have been built on 
grassland to the north of March Street, in a range of styles 
but unsympathetic to the C19 character of the area 
(Plan F - Unsympathetic Changes).

To the east of Princess Way  new housing development 
has taken place. Sites of terraced streets, a church and 
school have been redeveloped with modern court style 
housing which for the most part does not respect the tradi-
tional form and street pattern although materials are more 
sympathetic (Plan F - Unsympathetic Changes).  However, 
as sites have been redeveloped trees and shrubs have
 been planted and these are maturing and provide welcome greenery in the area.

Two new playgrounds have been created at separate sites on Burleigh Street and Planning 
Permission has been granted for the erection of a 
mosque on a cleared site between Folds and Burleigh 
Street which is currently grassed but in poor condi-
tion.  Several  small  open spaces have been created 
where the ends of terraces have been cleared but 
they are poor quality, mainly hard surfaced, parking 
areas.  Traffic calming measures have also taken 
place on Brougham Street creating poor quality spac-
es where several streets have been closed off. 

Arley Gardens off March Street

Car Parking area Folds Street

The past improvement works included stone painting of the 
houses and kitchen extensions in the rear yards. Some of the 
stone painting is in poor condition and the kitchen extensions 
were mainly built in unsympathetic materials, not in harmony 
with the stone character of the area.  As in the remainder of the 
area most pavements and streets have been tarmacked and the 
original stone slabs and setts are rarely visible 

More recent improvement work 
on Brougham Street has included 
stone cleaning and the 
photograph left illustrates the potential for improvement and 
heritage enhancement (Plan F - Area for Heritage 
Enhancement).  

3.5.3. In the Daneshouse district most of the Mill premises 
remain  although Old Hall Mill, Northbridge Mill and Queens Mill 
are the only stone built mills retaining their essential character.  
Other canalside mills have  undergone alterations and 
redevelopment and now have unsympathetic modern  
cladding (Plan F - Unsympathetic Changes).

Northbridge Mill has been refurbished and is now a thriving  work-
space centre but Old Hall Mill is the least changed. Four red brick 
Mills remain –  Bank Hall, Elm, Livingstone and Cameron Mills  but 
Livingstone and Elm Mill struggle to retain users and are in declining 
condition. Although not of traditional stone construction, Livingstone 
Mill has a carved stone name plate above the Cameron Street. 

entrance (Plan F - Building of Heritage 
Value). New Hall Mill and Shed have been 
substantially altered on the Elm Street front-
age.  Some of the buildings have been 
demolished to provide a car park and an 
interesting addition is the 1950ʼs update on 
roof lights for  the then Lucas Engineering 
works.  Also facing the canal is a red brick 
warehouse with arched windows although 
these have been bricked up and unsympa-
thetic  replacement 
windows created.

Stone cleaning and other improvements 
on Brougham Street

Danehouse Mill along Elm Street

Danehouse Mill from the Canal
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Stone setts remain in Hallwell Street

New Hall Shed and Mill from Canal

New Hall Shed and Mill from Elm Street



Several small new housing developments have taken place on cleared 
sites throughout the area -  Escott Gardens, Allen Court and Booth 

Court.  Stanhope Walk housing development is on  part of the  former 
Brick Works site.   None of the sites respect the traditional street pattern although there has 
been some attempt to match local stone in the use of materials (Plan F - Unsympathetic 
Changes).   

North Street Baths was cleared many years ago but the site has remained as a barren poorly 
maintained grassed area which attracts fly tipping.  Over the last few years similar sites have 
been created throughout Daneshouse where terraces of unfit and abandoned housing have 
been cleared leaving gaps in the built form.  As in Stoneyholme some end terraces have been 
demolished and small open spaces created but they too are of poor quality and efforts to 
improve them have failed leaving poorly maintained areas which attract fly tipping.

To the North of Daneshouse a new athletics track has been created on the site of the former 
Brick Works.  Byerden Linear Park has been created to the west of the canal on land which 
was previously the Councilʼs Works Depot and Thursby Gardens expanded to the south 
creating valuable informal recreation areas.

In the Devonshire Road neighbourhood in the south of Daneshouse recent improvements 
have regenerated the neighbourhood with many of the properties having been stone cleaned.  
Sterile grassed areas and a poorly maintained car parking area lessen the impact of the 
improvements.

The remainder of the terraced housing is in varying condition with high levels of unfitness, 
vacancy and abandonment although there are pockets of improved housing.

3.5.4. On the whole the Duke Bar Area has seen less change and is a good example of 
a 19th Century Neighbourhood Community built alongside a Mill and with local amenitites 
(Plan F - Area of Heritage Value).  Marles Street Shed and some older housing have been 
cleared along Colne Road and new housing of unsympathetic character developed (Plan F - 
Unsympathetic Changes). This housing sits in a substantial grassed and treed area and gives 
more views to the east over Bank Hall Park, created on the site of Bank Hall Pit which 
previously dominated this area (although outside the boundary of the NAP).

Many of the shopping and other commercial properties on Colne Road and Briercliffe Road  
have been in decline for several years, some in poor state of repair, others are boarded and 
unused or underused.  

3.5.5.  The Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme Neighbourhood Action Plan Area retains 
its essential C19 urban character although throughout the area pockets of unsympathetic new 
development and alterations have taken place.  The area contains a wealth of architectural 
and historic buildings and features which have played an important part in its development and 
in the lives of the people who have lived and worked in the area.
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4.1.Since Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme was developed during  the second half of 
the 19th Century it has, for the most part, retained its character.  In recent times where 
demolition has occurred there have been new developments which do not respect the 
character of the area. The materials used, layout or form of the buildings are unsympathetic 
and unimaginative. These sites are shown on Plan F.

4.2.The area developed in response to the need for better living conditions and the expansion 
of the town as a consequence of the industrial revolution  and it has now become clear, two 
centuries later, that changes are necessary to improve  living conditions  for the 21st Century 
and beyond.  There is an excess of small 2-up 2-down terraced houses which do not provide 
the variety of house types required by to-days  housing market. Low demand for this type of 
property linked with complex social problems has created an increasing number of vacant and 
derelict houses.  Some occupied houses are also classed as unfit and provide unsatisfactory 
and unhealthy accommodation.

4.3..Although this appraisal has concentrated on the built form a significant factor in the 
Heritage of this area and in particular the Stoneyholme and Daneshouse Districts is the large 
numbers of Asian immigrants from Pakistan, India and Bangladesh,  brought by the 
manufacturing industries during the 1960ʼs.  Asian culture has also influenced the built form  - 
churches and other buildings have been converted to Mosques and Islamic Teaching Centres 
and a new Mosque is proposed on a cleared site in Stoneyholme.  Shops in the area, 
particularly on Brougham Street and Abel Street, display Asian Heritage produce and goods.

4.4.  It is vital that the heritage of the area is not lost  as regeneration takes place and that the 
heritage is respected and,  whenever possible, enhanced.  Interpreting and promoting heritage 
can  be used as an important tool in the regeneration of an area to create a unique sense of 
place, engage local people and boost confidence and pride. This can be achieved by:

•          encouraging local schools and groups to carry out heritage studies and 
            projects
•          encouraging developers to consider heritage issues and incorporate them   
   
            into their proposal
•           re-introducing forgotten local neighbourhood names and traditions

4.5.    The challenge in regenerating the Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme  Area is to 
create a sustainable 21st Century living environment which respects and enhances its 
character and history. To help in this process Plan A shows statutory and locally listed buildings 
and features. Plan F summarises the findings of the appraisal identifying:

• Additional areas, buildings and features of local heritage value
•  Other areas, buildings and features where heritage enhancement would make a   
 significant impact
•  Key routes and traditional street patterns
•  Views and landmark structures
•  Areas and buildings where unsympathetic changes have taken place
 

fourheritage and future regeneration
The following guidelines aim to help all those involved in the regeneration process to meet this 
challenge:-

 one :  Statutory Listed buildings should be retained, restored and reused in recognition  
  of their historic, architectural and townscape qualities
 
 two: Locally listed buildings are a major contributor to the character of the area and some  
  are important landmarks and should be retained if possible.  There should be a 
  presumption against demolition but the significance of the building  must be 
  balanced against the need to create a well-planned  and sustainable 
  neighbourhood.

 three:   Unlisted historic buildings also have an important role in the heritage and townscape  
 quality of the area. 

 four:   Clearance in areas of archaeological significance may give an opportunity to   
 carry out ground investigations prior to redevelopment. All potential redevelopment  
 proposals should be discussed with Lancashire Records Office as early as possible  
 to assess any potential sites for investigation. 

 five:    New development must respect the form, materials and character of the area and  
 retain and re-establish traditional street patterns with traditional cobbled stone 

  surfaces where possible

 six:  When clearance takes place the following options must be considered:

 • Retaining building facades where structurally sound and feasible
 • Re-using stone, slate and other materials, including ornate stone door and 
   window surrounds
 • Incorporating historic features and name and date stones into new buildings on  
   site

 seven:  Urban design guidance to be produced.

fiveplans
A  NAP Boundary and Protected Features
B       Extent of Urban Development 1844
C       Ordnance Survey Map 1890
D       Ordnance Survey Map  1910
E        Ordnance Survey Map 1930
F        Heritage Appraisal 
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