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Heritage is all around us. We live our lives, whether consciously or not, 
against a rich backdrop formed by historic buildings, landscapes and other 
physical survivals of our past. But the historic environment is more than just 
a matter of material remains. It is central to how we see ourselves and to our 
identity as individuals, communities and as a nation. It is a physical record of 
what our country is, how it came to be, its successes and failures. It is a 
collective memory containing an infinity of stories. Englandʼs history is a 
gradual accumulation of movement and arrivals, new stories attaching 
themselves to old. Urban and rural landscapes reflect this layering of 
experience and develop their own distinct characteristics. Building materials 
and styles can define and bind regions, localities and communities just as 
potently as ethnic background, dialect or sporting loyalties. Historic 
landscapes or iconic buildings can become a focus of community identity 
and pride and proclaim that identity and pride to the wider world. At a more 
local level a historic church or park can help define a neighbourhood and 
create a sense of local cohesion. Once lost, these defining features cannot 
be replaced. 

The Governmentʼs statement: The Historic Environment: A Force for Our 
Future  (DCMS/DTLR 2001)
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1.1.  Housing Market Renewal and Neighbourhood Action Plans (NAPS)

1.1.1. Housing Market Renewal is the Governmentʼs new approach to tackling low housing 
demand and abandonment in the North of England and the Midlands. Nine sub-regional Market 
Restructuring Pathfinder Projects have been created to bring about market renewal and tackle 
associated high levels of crime and social exclusion. The East Lancashire Pathfinder includes 
parts of Blackburn, Hyndburn, Burnley, Pendle and Rossendale. 

1.1.2.  Within Burnley Borough Councilʼs Pathfinder ʻintervention areaʼ Neighbourhood Action 
Plans (NAPs) are being prepared to guide the regeneration of the following priority areas, 
which are considered to be suffering from the worst deprivation and housing market failure:

 • Burnley Wood
 • Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme
 • South West Burnley

1.1.3. The NAP areas represent a wide range of approaches used to meet the housing needs 
of the borough over the last 150 years. In particular, there is a predominance of pre-1919 
terraced housing built to house the rapidly expanding population of Burnley during the Industrial 
Revolution. This type of property has experienced low demand and vacancy in the Pathfinder 
Intervention Area. Built at high densities with very little amenity space, close to the mills and 
factories that provided the main source of employment, it is considered that these dwellings 
were built for purposes that are no longer relevant to modern day housing 
expectations.

1.1.4.  It is anticipated that housing clearance will form an essential part of housing market 
renewal schemes. There is concern amongst heritage bodies that extensive clearance of 
pre-1919 terraced housing, with little regard to the consideration of its historic merit, could 
radically alter Burnleyʼs distinctive industrial character.

1.2.  Heritage Appraisals 

1.2.1. The Importance of Heritage:

Heritage encompasses not just buildings and streets but also gardens, parks, monuments, 
industrial complexes, waterways and roads, archaeological sites and open landscapes. It is 
estimated that only 5% of this resource is protected by statutory legislation. Our heritage also 
includes languages, stories, traditions and foods. An awareness of heritage gives people and 
places an identity and significance. It gives localities their distinctive character and marks their 
individuality as neighbourhoods and as part of the wider town.

1.2.2. The Purpose of Heritage Appraisals:

Elements of Burnleyʼs historic environment are recognised as nationally or locally important and 
are protected by law through statutory designation such as Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas. However, the particular local historic character of a place is not always marked by any 
of these formal designations, even though it is appreciated and well known to local people. 
Heritage Appraisals are a method of recognising this special quality and are now becoming an 
established approach in Conservation Planning.

oneintroduction

1.2.3.  Heritage Appraisals are being undertaken as part of the Neighbourhood Action Planning 
process to ensure that regeneration proposals are informed by a sound understanding of the 
heritage importance of the NAP areas and proper regard to their historic character and local 
distinctiveness. They will show how seemingly mundane, normal or everyday historic elements 
can contribute significantly to the overall quality and character of places or may be interest-
ing in their own right. Opportunities to retain or enhance the local character will be identified 
through this process and will inform the production of urban design guidance.

1.2.4. Heritage Appraisals offer an evaluation of heritage interest and characterisation of the 
NAP areas. This means understanding how the historical evolution of the Nap areas has 
shaped their present day character and distinctive qualities of the neighbourhoods. It is 
intended to use this understanding to guide regeneration proposals so that they acknowledge 
and build on that character. Heritage Appraisals recognise that change is desirable, but urges 
that it should respect, rather than detract from, the existing environment. 

1.2.5. Heritage Appraisals are a way of describing and understanding the NAP areas through 
providing an assessment of the elements which give the neighbourhoods their distinctive 
character. These elements include, amongst others:

 • historical development and associations
 • pattern of street layouts and historic transport routes – canal, rail and road
 • activity and vitality of land-uses
 • building materials, styles and architectural detailing
 • quality and relationship of buildings
 • prominent landmarks, vistas and panoramas
 • setting and topography
 • trees, parks and open spaces

These elements may make a positive contribution or they may, in some instances, detract from 
the area. 

1.2.6. Heritage Appraisals will aim to:

• assess the origins and development of the NAP areas to provide a good under  
 standing of the historic environment of the neighbourhoods and its role in modern life  
 and local communities;

• define and evaluate the qualities which create the distinct character of the NAP areas,  
 their heritage resources and the contribution they make to the quality of the townscape;

• identify opportunities to retain, strengthen and enhance local character and identity;  
 and

• inform the production of design guidance for the redevelopment and/or renovation of  
 the NAP areas that builds on strengthening distinctive local character and identity.

This approach reflects the importance of local character in the definition of sense of place as 
emphasised in English Heritageʼs policy statement The Power of Place (2001).
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2.1. Physical Context

2.1.1. Location
Burnley is one of a number of closely neighbouring settlements which lie along the valley of the 
River Calder and its tributaries. It is positioned on the western edge of the lower slopes of the 
Pennine Hills at the confluence of the River Calder and the River Brun. It was from the Brun 
that Burnley got its name, derived from Brun Lea, “the field near the Brun”. These rivers are 
now largely canalised and culverted through the built up areas of the town. 

2.1.2. Geology and Topography
The geology and topography of the area have influenced the development and character of 
Burnley through its climate, minerals, rivers and lines of communication. The underlying solid 
geology of the area consists of productive coal measures of the Carboniferous era which 
contributed to the early industrial exploitation of the area. The drift cover consists primarily of 
Pennine drift with fine textured alluvium in the valley of the Calder. These are derived almost 
wholly from Carboniferous rocks and contain abundant sandstone and shale fragments. It is 
likely that locally quarried sandstone was the dominant building material from at least the 
sixteenth century.

2.1.3. Townscape
Burnleyʼs townscape and identity is inextricably linked to the major part it played in the textile
revolution. A large part of Burnleyʼs Intervention Area was created (or in the case of the inner 
core redeveloped) during the Industrial Revolution. The rapid and concentrated development 
of Burnley during this period has created a rich and unique historic environment. The transport 
routes (rail, road and canal), warehouses, bridges, wharves, mills, weaving sheds and 
chimneys, housing, schools, shops and civic buildings associated with the industrial revolu-
tion still dominate Burnleyʼs townscape today providing a visual illustration of the connection 
between the past and the present.

twothe development of Burnley
2.2.  Historic Context

2.2.1. Burnley did not appear as a settlement until Saxon times when it was one of a group of 
hamlets or scattered farmsteads in the area.  By 1400, with a population of 600, Burnley ʻvilʼ 
had become established and contained a church, a market and a fair and a fulling mill around 
St Peterʼs Church area and the river Calder to the west. Burnley gradually developed as a 
market town and by 1650, was regarded at a national level as a small market town (with a 
population of 1,500). At this time farming was the main industry and houses and cottages had 
been built in the hamlet and near some of the outlying farms. Fields in the wider area  were 
enclosed and owned or rented by townspeople. Associated industries and trades developed to 
meet the needs of the growing town and woollen and linen cloth manufacturing were important 
industries in Burnley. The Church was the important centre of religion and local government.

2.2.2. Gradually the textile industry replaced agriculture and spinning and weaving in cottages
became more important than work on the land. Until the mid 18th Century the manufacture of 
woollens, worsteds and fustians took place mainly in workers homes. After 1750 cotton 
manufacturing gradually replaced the woollen industry and the factory system, which involved 
the separation of home and work, developed. Census returns for 1801 show Burnleyʼs 
population as 3,918 but at this time the town had expanded to the same plan and design as the 
handloom weaversʼ cottages with some degree of simplistic comfort.

2.2.3. In comparison the first half of the 19th Century, when the population rose to 20,828 
(1851), saw the unplanned development of back to back houses, cellar dwellings, and 
tenement houses crammed together within the core of the town from St Peterʼs (Top Oʼth 
Town) to Westgate (Brig). Very few examples of back-to-back houses survive in Burnley today. 
These dwellings accommodated the families which arrived from far and near to earn a living in 
the mills and factories which were being developed. At this time coal mining became more 
important and every trade and industry expanded to meet the needs of the expanding 
population. Living conditions for most people in these cramped and over crowded conditions 
were very poor with little, if any, sanitary provision and there was a recognition that 
improvements needed to be made. This resulted, together with National changes, in the 
gradual decline of the Churches responsibility in the government of the expanding and more 
complex town. The Improvement Act of 1846 “for better paving, lighting, cleansing, regulating 
and improving the town and for better supplying the inhabitants with gas and water” entrusted 
the government of 60 Commissioners to be elected by the votes of ratepayers.

2.2.4. The town continued to expand in the second half of the 19th Century (97,043 population 
in 1901) but it was a more regulated and planned expansion. Areas of land outside the 
development boundary of the town were made available for development and the houses 
were laid out interraces with provision for sanitation and other amenities. Burnleyʼs section of 
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal had been completed in 1801, the East Lancashire Rail Line in 
1848, and the Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail Line in 1849. The canal had played a significant 
part in the development of industry in the first half of the 19th Century as a transport route for 
materials and a source of water. As the town continued to develop in the second half of the 
19th Century the canal and rail transport corridors and the medieval footpath/road routes 
influenced the form of its development.

2.2.5. By the late nineteenth century, Burnley had secured a great majority of cotton operatives 
and associated industries, which were showing rapid growth and sophistication. The 
government of the town also progressed and in 1861 the Commissioners were replaced by the 
Burnley Town Council which was elected on a far more democratic basis than previously. The 
Town Council played a major role in the improvement, expansion and development of the town, 
initiating major schemes of public works. These included the provision of water and sanitation 
and symbolic gestures, such as the construction of town halls, churches, schools and hospitals. 
Public parks and squares are also significant features of this period.
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SOUTH WEST BURNLEY

3.1.  THE AREA

3.1.1. Historic transport routes contain the development of South West Burnley. The railway 
and the Leeds Liverpool Canal lie to the North of the area with the former turn pike roads of 
Coal Clough Lane to the East and South and Rossendale Road to the West (See Plan A). 
South West Burnley is predominantly residential, with industrial buildings and large green 
open spaces sitting alongside. Two small local shopping centres have developed along Coal 
Clough Lane and Accrington Road providing convenience shopping for the local community. 

3.1.2.  South West Burnley slopes down from Hameldon Hill northwards towards the M65 
motorway and Pendle Hill. This gradual slope provides views across rows of blue 
slate terrace roofs, which define much of the character of East Lancashireʼs, cotton mill 
towns. 

3.2.   HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

3.2.1. During the late medieval period (1348- 1482) South West Burnley contained a number 
of small-scattered settlements including Cowden (Coal Clough), Smallshaw, Wood Top and 
Hargher Clough. By 1550 Burnleyʼs population had grown to 1200, many of the medieval 
farms had begun to enlarge and other new farms were established such as Coal Clough 
House in Cowden. Pre turnpike roads connected these settlements during the post-medieval 
period (See Plan B). 

3.2.2 By the middle of the 18th Century Burnley was considered to be a small market town. 
Its importance grew with the arrival of the Leeds Liverpool Canal between 1796 and 1801. 
Gannow soon became one of Burnleyʼs main canal wharves with small settlements of 
cottages establishing themselves along its banks ( LCC & Egerton Lea ). By 1844 mining 
had become an important industry within South West Burnley. There were lime kilns on the 
northern banks of the canal and coal staithes to the south. Tramways led south to the 
colliery and coke ovens at Bare Clay (Barclay Hills) and Cherry Fold.    

3.2.3 As Burnley continued to expand the town centre soon developed west of Westgate 
around the junction of Padiham and Accrington Roads. A Military Barracks was constructed 
in 1819 and Accrington Road was established in 1827. 

3.2.4 Development up until 1850 had been predominantly focused within the town centre 
consisting of back-to-back dwellings and infilling. In the second half of the 19th Century a 
number of mills were built for the cotton and weaving industry. These together with the arriv-
al of the Lancashire and Yorkshire railway in 1849 and introduction of the 1854 Improvement 
Act made land, which had previously been restricted, more available for 
development. 

3.2.5 Middle class housing developed on the periphery of Burnley between 1882- 1914, 
along Padiham Road and south from Coal Clough. Development also continued along Cog 
Lane and onto fields in Coal Clough. 

The former Church of The Holy Trinity [T]5  heritage appraisal 



3.2.6  Although much of South West Burnley still consisted of fields and farm land in the late 19th 
Century there was growing need for recreational space within Burnleyʼs urban and industrial core. 
Recreational spaces such as Wood Top and Hargher Clough were established at the turn of the 
20th Century as was Scott Park which opened its gates to the public in 1895. 

3.2.7 The introduction of the motorcar brought new challenges to the Borough in 1920. The 
Highways Department began to construct new roads and abandon stone setts in preference of 
asphalt and tarmac (Bennett IV p.55). 

3.2.8 By 1930 the Government made changes to its housing policy to fall in line with new public 
health and acceptable housing standards. As a result the Council began to clear the worst of the 
industrial slum areas and build new properties to accommodate the people who were displaced. A 
rise in building prices after the First World War and shortage of houses to let made the Government 
sponsor a policy to subsidise house building by Local Authorities. During the inter- war period large 
Corporation Housing estates of a ʻmodern typeʼ were built on the periphery of town such as Stoops 
and Hargher Clough (Bennett IV p.56). Although the new residential areas encroached on 
agricultural land the space enabled the provision of wide, tree-lined roads, gardens, and communal 
open spaces within the housing estates. 

3.2.9 Pockets of post war bungalows and semi-detached houses developed along Rossendale 
Road and around Drammen Avenue reflect the building styles and layout of that period. Their low 
density, building form and layouts add to the diversity of the housing styles within South West 
Burnley. 

3.2.10 A footpath reached the Rosegrove station from Rosegrove Lane. Rosegrove was a large 
goods marshalling yard, and had an engine shed which was one of the last three in Britain to house 
steam locomotives when it closed in 1968. The modern Smallshaw Industrial Estate replaced the 
Rosegrove railway sidings and Smallshaw coke ovens in the early 1970ʼs.   

3.2.11 The social housing estates of Barclay Hills and Griffin built between 1965- 84 are the last 
large residential developments to be built within South West Burnley in the 20th Century and 
complete what is now the areas present day form. 

3.2.12 The historical development of South West Burnley has created a number of character areas 
which are distinctive and interesting (See Plan A). These are:
 
Character Area 1: Pre 1919 terraces, mill buildings and schools built from local stone    
          and welsh blue slate are set within a grid iron pattern of streets. 

Character Area 2:   20th Century social housing estates of Stoops and Hargher    
         Clough straddle Cog Lane. Its character was probably  influenced by the  
   ʻGarden Suburbʼ ideal of low densities, garden provision, and    
   amenity space. The properties were brick built and predominantly 
   rendered.

Character Area 3 :  20th Century social housing estate of Barclay Hills and Griffin are 
   built after  a Radburn style with single aspect and point block    
   dwellings. 

Character Area 4:   Smallshaw industrial estate is a modern development built on the old   
   Rosegrove railway sidings.

Protected Features

3.3.1 The statutory listed buildings, locally listed buildings, tree preservation orders and 
conservation areas relating to South West Burnley are detailed on Plan A. 
 

Statutory Listed Buildings:

 1.Billiards Hall, Trafalgar St                              Grade II,             Area 1
 2.Church of the Holy Trinity, Accrington Road   Grade II GV,       Area 1
 3.Woodtop Primary School, Accrington Road          Grade II,            Area 1 
 4.West Portal of Gannow Tunnel                            Grade II,    Area 1
 5.Cherryfold Farmhouse, Rossendale Road            Grade II,              Area 2

Tree Preservation Orders
 
 6.Coal Clough House, Coal Clough Lane,      Area 1
 7.Coal Clough House, Coal Clough Lane No2,      Area 1

Conservation Area

 8. Canalside,         Area 1

Locally Listed Buildings

 9.2a Accrington Road                                           Area 1 

 10.The Mitre pH, Westgate       Area 1
 11.Coal Clough House, Coal Clough Lane     Area 1
 12.Burrows Buildings, 73- 87a Cog Lane     Area 1

English Heritage Parks and Gardens
 
 13.Scott Park

Definitive Footpaths

 44, 45, 80, 81, 82, 83, 85, 86, 87, 193, 215, 216, 217, 218
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Character Area 1  
Architectural, Townscape and 
Landscape Qualities

4.1.1 The townscape qualities of this character area are 
created by the uniformity and continuity of form and 
materials used in terrace blocks, mills, and schools 
set within a tight gridiron pattern of streets (Plan A - 
Character Area 1). There has been consistent use of 
locally quarried stone and welsh blue slate and this 
repetition provides one of the strong environmental 
attractions to the area. Over time there has been gradual 
erosion of the regular appearance of the streets with 
changes to doors, windows and the removal of chimney 
pots. These changes are transforming the heritage 
attraction and consistence of appearance. Roads and 
pavements have also altered with the introduction of 
the car and are now predominately tarmacked although 
small areas of original cobbles remain in places (Plan F - Cobbles & Heritage 
Enhancement).

4.1.2 Ancient roads, the railway, and canal influence the way in which modern day 
South West Burnley has developed (Plan B & F - Key Routes & Traditional Street 
Patterns). Within this boundary terrace blocks were mainly constructed a few rows at a 
time, built on a north- south axis in Harger Clough and Coal 
Clough and a north/east- south/west axis in Accrington 
Road, with no provision made for landscaping to soften 
the urban form. The ribbon development along Cog Lane, 
Accrington Road, and Coal Clough Lane 
follow the pattern of turnpike roads.   

4.1.3 The traditional terrace houses open directly onto 
narrow pavements and the road carriageway. Parked 
cars now dominate much of the street space and are 
changing its urban quality. 

4.1.4 In keeping with the character of other pre 1919
2-storey terraces in Burnley, subtle architectural differences 
between blocks occur in window and door mouldings, and the 
openings of windows (single/ double). There is a balanced window 
to wall ratio and a predominantly rhythmic door window pattern. 
The gable ends of many terrace blocks are often used as dwellings.

Aerial View of South West Burnley. 
Illustrating the gridiron street 

formation and boundary of the 
  railway to the north

Nairne Street

Villiers Street c.1910 [L] heritage appraisal  10



4.1.5  Many of the properties within the area open onto the pavement, but some, have 
small forecourt gardens with low stone walls such as those seen in Westmoreland 
Street (as shown in the picture opposite). 

4.1.6  Properties along main routes including Accrington Road and Coal Clough Lane 
are of a better quality. There is more attention to detail in mouldings, and many have 
bay windows and forecourt gardens. Some display veranda roofs over the front door 
and ground floor window and many blocks carry date and nameplates, which add to 
the blocks individual character.  

4.1.7. Examples of architecturally interesting blocks of housing within area 1 include:

4.1.8    No 35- 57 Accrington Rd
The terrace is in an elevated position and access is gained via stone steps at each 
end of a high retaining wall. No 45- 55 have large bay windows at ground floor level 
and all are garden fronted. The middle property carries a carved nameplate reading 
Garden Terrace (Plan F - Heritage Enhancement).

4.1.9    Nos. 524- 538 Accrington Road 
Built in C. 1907 this block is situated at the junction of Rossendale and Accrington 
Road. It is taller than its adjoining terrace on Rossendale Road and overlooks 
Rosegrove railway station. The double bay windows to the ground and first floors and 
dormer windows above give the appearance of height. Unfortunately some of the 
original features have been lost through replacement dormers and the removal of 
mullions from the bays (Plan F - Heritage Enhancement). 

1

1 Coal Clough Lane Detailed mouldings           
2 Westmoreland Street Simple detailing                   
3 Howard Street Gable end dwelling
4 Accrington Road example of property with   
   a veranda over bay windows, and a forecourt garden.
5 Accrington Road example of a date and name plate
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Above: No 45-57 Accrington Road
Below: Section of plan for No 35-47 Accrington 
Road submitted to the Borough in 1862

Left: Accrington Road, example of 
changes to windows and marked 
difference in height

Below: Accrington Road: section of plan for No 
524-538 submitted to the Boroughʼs Improvement 
Committee in 1907

Below: Accrington Road: section of front 
elevation for No 524-538 submitted to the 
Boroughʼs Improvement Committee in 1907



 

4.1.12  Most of the industrial activity within South West Burnley during the 19th Century 
was focused on mining and quarrying rather than weaving. The pre 1919 
residential development in the area surrounded the coke ovens, collieries, quarries, 
and mills in operation at that time. Today the coke ovens, collieries and quarries are no 
longer in use, the land has been treated, and some areas redeveloped. 

4.1.13  The mill buildings at Wood Top and 
Hargher Clough are still partially active, 
although not as part of the cotton industry. Both 
mills were constructed in the 1880ʼs and were 
designed to be functional rather than 
aesthetically pleasing. Of the many reservoirs 
and millponds of the late 1800ʼs only Wood Top 
Millʼs reservoir remains (Plan F - Feature of 
Local Heritage Value). Both buildings have been 
extended over time to accommodate for 
expansion and change of use. The front 
elevations and their mill chimneys remain and 
serve the purpose of defining the history and 
industrial character of the area. 

4.1.14 Although each millʼs chimney remains 
they are incomplete, but are recognised as local 
landmarks and can be seen from a number of 
viewpoints within the area and from the M65 
motorway (Plan F - Landmarks). Neither the 
chimneys nor mill buildings are locally or 
statutorily listed, however they are of importance 
to the character of the area and its historical 
integrity. 

4.1.15 In the 19th Century manufacturing was an important form of employment. This 
included shoemakers, gunsmiths, blacksmiths, tanners and tailors who would have 
worked from small workshops and sold directly to the public. 

4.1.10 Southey Street

Southey Street is a terrace of properties, which exhibits more unusual architectural 
features. Door cases and windows are of jagged jamb stones in a bold gothic revival 
style. It is also one of the only blocks in South West Burnley that has cellar 
windows.

4.1.11 Cog Lane

The ribbon development of Cog Lane follows the line of a pre turnpike road and cuts 
through the centre of South West Burnley. The terraces were built a block at a time 
and evidence of this is found in the different window and door mouldings, window 
arrangements, rooflines, and housing types. Cog Lane slopes down hill towards the 
north and provides an attractive view over the townʼs blue slate terrace roofs (See 
Plan F - Buildings of Local Heritage Value). 

No 37- 87a Cog Lane is locally listed and was constructed in two stages. The oldest 
part being No 37- 71 which carries a nameplate reading ʻBurrows Buildings AD 1861ʼ 
(Plan A - Locally Listed Building & 3.3.1).

1

2

main picture  Southey Street
1   Section of plan for No 1-17 Southey    
    Street submitted to the Boroughs   
    Improvement Dept. in 1873
2  Window and door details for No 1-17
    Southey Street submitted to the   
    Boroughs Improvement Dept in 1873 
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4.1.16  A small number of workshops are situated amongst the 
residential housing within this character area. Most of the 
buildings have changed from their original uses over time. For 
example, Clough Street and Howard Street works were once 
religious buildings.  

4.1.17  Moorhouse Street Brewery c.1888 was built for the 
manufacture of mineral water and later became a brewery. The 
exterior of the building still retains many of the features depict-
ed in the original plans submitted to the Borough of Burnley 
Improvement Department in 1888 (Plan F - Building of Local 
Heritage Value).

4.1.18 The Trafalgar Conversions workshop on land adjacent 
to Nairne Street is constructed from red brick has a corrugated 
metal roof. The original windows have been sealed but three of 
the four original tall chimney stacks and pots remain intact. The 
existing building is hard to date and could possibly have been 
part of an early smithy building that stood on the site in 1910.

4.1.19  A number of Cooperative buildings were also 
constructed at the latter end of the 19th Century. No 149 Nairne 
Street was constructed in 1902 for the Burnley Co-operative 
Society. Its first floor was converted into residential use and 
storage in 1999. The retention of key features notably the 
window openings and elements of the shop front further 
strengthen the character of the area (Plan F - Building of Local 
Heritage Value).

 

4.1.20 The commercial buildings are mainly located within 
the small local centres on Accrington Road and Coal Clough 
Lane. Many were former dwellings that have been converted 
into shops and businesses over time. Unfortunately not all of 
the conversions respect the character of the area for example 
the new shop front on the Co-operative building on Accrington 
Rd and Coal Clough Lane. Others such as the Fireplace 
Warehouse have made sympathetic changes to the exterior 
building helping retain the original industrial character of the area.  

4.1.21 A small number of modern commercial buildings are not in 
keeping with the character and appearance of the area in both 
building design and materials. Examples include the 
supermarket building and car show rooms on Accrington Road 
(Plan F - Unsympathetic Changes).

4.1.22 Small shops situated at the end of terrace blocks would have 
once served the local community. Unfortunately many 
properties are now vacant due to changes in shopping habits, 
increased mobility and competition from supermarkets. A 
number of shops retain many of their original features and 
facades but are in need of repair. The retention and sensitive 
refurbishment of these properties would help to strengthen the 
heritage value of the townscape. 

4.1.23 There are a number of pubs within character area 1, 
which include amongst others the General Havelock Inn, Coal 
Clough and Gretna Green Hotel. The Angel Inn located on the 
junction of Accrington Road and Burnham Gate is pre 1848 
which makes it one of the oldest pubs in the area (See 
Plan F - Building of Local Heritage Value).

4.1.24 There are a small number of buildings within Area 1 that 
were once used as Christian chapels until the early part of the 
1900ʼs. The demand for places of worship has now declined due 
to decreasing congregations and subsequently different uses for 
the buildings have been found. 

4.1.25 The former Church of the Holy Trinity on Accrington Road 
is a historically and architecturally significant building. It is a 
dominant feature within the townscape and stands above the 
neighbouring terrace streets. It is both a local and a borough wide 
landmark and is one of five listed buildings within the 
heritage appraisal area. Originally constructed in 1835/6, by 
Lewis Vulliamy for the church commissioners it is built from 
punch- dressed sandstone ashlar with a slate roof in an early 
English style. This building was sensitively converted to
residential use during the 1990ʼs. It is in good condition with 
many original exterior features remaining (Plan A & F - Listed 
Building and Landmark). 
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4.1.26 Howard St works, once a Methodist chapel was built shortly 
after 1890. The stone and slate used in its construction match those 
used in the surrounding terrace streets. The building is of modest scale 
and design. The arched windows with their small crosses above are 
now boarded up and the building is in need of attention. 

4.1.27 The former Methodist church built on Florence Street at the turn 
of the 20th Century has been recently converted into residential use. It 
is occupied and in a good state of repair but unlike the former Church 
of the Holy Trinity, it retains little evidence of its original use. 

4.1.28 Clough Street Works is a former school and Sunday school, 
most probably associated with the Methodist chapel, which once stood 
adjacent to it. The original two-story building is of local stone with a 
slate roof and has arched windows on each floor (Plan F - Building of 
Local Heritage Value). The building has been subject to unsympathetic 
alteration and extension, thus devaluing its architectural interest.
 
4.1.29 The Salvation Army Hall to the rear of Elmwood Street was built 
before 1890 but is difficult to date as it stands on the site of a reading 
room which dates back to 1876. This part brick, part rendered building 
is currently vacant and in poor condition.

4.1.30 Land adjacent to Parkside Methodist church on Cog Lane 
shows evidence of the former Methodist church, which stood, on the 
site in 1890. Partial remnants of a stone wall and steps remain. 

4.1.31 Education became compulsory for all children in 1870. Areas 
were divided up into school boards and schools were built, as they 
were needed. A number of schools were built in character area 1 at 
the turn of the 20th Century to educate the growing number of workers 
children in the area when the industrial age was at its peak.  

4.1.32 Woodtop Primary School was constructed in 1873 from 
sandstone rubble. It has a slate roof with pierced crested tiles with 
gothic detailing. This Grade ll listed building is one of five listed build-
ings in South West Burnley (Plan A - Listed Building). Its current vacant 
position is putting the building at risk.   

4.1.33 The former Hargher Clough Junior School, built on Venice 
Street at the turn of the 20th Century, differs from other buildings in the 
area as it is constructed from red brick and not from the same local 
stone as the surrounding terraces.

4.1.34 Other schools in the area include Coal Clough Junior and Infant 
Schools and Taywood Nursery. Coal Clough built c. 1900 shares the 
same building style and materials of its surroundings (Plan F - Building 
of Local Heritage Value) . Taywood Nursery School, a more recent 
brick development, was built on the site of the former Holy Trinity 
Vicarage on Accrington Road. 
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Landmarks, Views, Green Spaces and Trees

4.2.1 The grid iron pattern of high-density terrace streets did not give the opportunity for open 
spaces, the retention or planting of trees or landscaping. Therefore small forecourt gardens, 
rear yards and front and rear cobbled streets were essential in providing amenity space for 
residents. However many of the back streets are no longer used, due to poor lighting and 
anti social behaviour and rear yards are being taken up by additions to properties. The 
amenity value of front streets has also eroded with a shift in emphasis and greater priority 
being given to the motor car over the pedestrian. 
 
4.2.2 Recent clearance programmes have provided some open space between terrace blocks 
(for example in front of Hargher Clough Mill), but lack imaginative after treatments and 
landscaping. Consequently local residents do not use them as recreational spaces and they 
are suffering from vandalism and fly tipping. Other open spaces include (Plan F -  Open 
Space):
 • Allotment gardens to the rear of No 171- 191 Coal Clough Lane 
 • Recreational space at Hargher Clough adjacent to Harold Street established   
   around the turn of the 20th Century.
 • Small community garden at Chicken Hill wooded valley with stream and trees.
 • Allotments gardens to the rear of 500 - 524 Accrington Road
 • Small open green space on Clay Street.

4.2.3 Character area 1 slopes down hill towards the north providing views over the borough 
and towards landmark structures on the skyline. Distinctive local landmarks include the mill 
chimneys and Trinity Towers (Plan F - Views & Landmaks).

Changes and Present character

4.3.1 Area 1 suffers from the same decline experienced by the 
other inner areas of Burnley. This decline has 
accelerated in recent years, causing wide spread 
abandonment of housing and leaving many others in need of 
repair. A poor reputation and problems with anti social 
behaviour has lead to the continued out migration of 
residents. 

4.3.2 The old Infantry Barracks built in 1819 has been cleared 
and a commercial garage and hotel now occupies the site 
(Plan F - Unsympathetic Change). The original Barracks retain-
ing wall, although in a poor condition remains a feature on this 
section of Accrington Road. Below this another wall with date 
stone remains and a grassed open space now covers the area where a laundry building once 
stood.

4.3.3 Small scale clearance programmes have opened up some space within the tight grid iron 
pattern of streets, but simple landscape treatments and no provision for their after use means 
that they suffer from vandalism and fly tipping.

4.3.4 Recent improvement work at Woodtop has seen some stone cleaning to the shops and 
blocks of houses on and adjacent to Accrington Road. This has helped to improve the 
environment and generate new confidence in the Accrington Road shopping district.

4.3.5 The Accrington Road area has been subject to a number of land use changes 
during 20th Century. A modern industrial estate now replaces the Britannia foundry, Ducketts 
Sanitary Works and picture theatre that stood on that site during the 1930ʼs 
(Plan F - Unsympathetic Plan & Plan C - OS 1890).

Landmarks, 
Views, 
Green Spaces and 
Trees
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Character Area 2. 
Architectural, Townscape and Landscape 
Qualities

5.1.1 Housing is the dominant land use of the early 
20th Century estates of Stoops and Hargher Clough, 
which straddle Cog Lane (Plan A - Charater Area 2). 
The properties are brick built and predominantly 
rendered having either slate or tiled roofs. The 
estates have elements of a garden suburb layout with 
low-density and varying housing styles, green spac-
es, and provision for the car. This lay out is in stark 
contrast to the terraced streets and gridiron 
patterns of the 19th Century. 

5.1.2 The ʻGarden Suburbʼ movement began after 1919 in an attempt to break away from the 
customary type of street with endless rows of cramped houses and in the belief that every 
family should have a good sized home with a garden. The garden suburb style is characterised 
by stagged arrangement of properties on to curved, wide streets often grouped around little 
greens or set along cul-de-sacs on the periphery of towns. An important characteristic of the 
garden suburb style is that industry is separated from residential properties. This new layout 
also allowed for more space between buildings, provided land for front and rear gardens and 
permitted the planting of grass verges and tree lined avenues.

5.1.3 After the First World War, high building costs, a shortage of houses for workers and slum 
conditions aroused great concern. In reaction, Councils began to build new homes extensively 
throughout the inter-war period (Bennett IV, page 56). Stoops was the first Corporation Housing 

estate to be developed in South West Burnley 
during1927- 38  and extended across Cog Lane into 
Hargher Clough between 1935- 38. The estates were 
built at low density with a variety of housing layouts and 
styles including semi detached, and bungalows. 

5.1.4 The properties are constructed from red brick and 
either part or fully rendered with concrete. The nature 
of the rendering means that the properties appear dull 
and dirty and provide an unattractive street frontage. In 
Stoops the grey rendered houses and unusual slit 
windows look out of character and conflict with the 
ʻprettyʼ Garden Suburb idealism. The opportunity was lost 
to design homes with large 

feature windows 
to complement the space created by gardens and the 
street layout. 
 
5.1.5 Other properties within the Stoops and Hargher 
Clough area are partially rendered leaving more brick 
exposed. This style is more attractive than those that 
are fully rendered as brick is a more natural material 
and ages better than rendering. 

5.1.6 A number of houses within Hargher Clough have 
been designed with mansard roofs and this cottage style 
is more in keeping with the garden suburb ideal. 

5.1.7 The Garden Suburb ideal was a deliberate move 
away from the 1800ʼs industrial era of regimented 
terraced rows integrated with industrial/ commercial 
buildings, places of worship, schools, shops and 
community buildings. As a direct result neither the 
Stoops nor Hargher Clough Estates were designed as 
mixed-use developments. For example the only parade 
of shops within both estates is the later development of 
No 70- 76 Harold Avenue. 

5.1.8 Myrtle Bank primary school off Cog Lane and St 
Hildaʼs RC Girls School built on the Cherry Fold 
recreational grounds lie within character area 2. A new 
primary school is being constructed on the Cherry Fold 
grounds and will replace the other primary schools 
within South West Burnley.
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Landmarks, Views, Open Spaces and Trees

5.2.1 South West Burnley extends down hill towards the 
north naturally creating a number of important viewpoints 
towards landmark structures across the town and toward 
Pendle Hill. The garden suburb style layout of spaces 
between buildings and short avenues of mature trees help 
to frame the views beyond. Landmark buildings are not 
apparent in character area 2 because of the low density 
housing of varying types.

   
5.2.2 This garden suburb type layout has used land 

inefficiently and has created extensive open spaces within confined perimeters of 
housing. These spaces have been insufficiently designed and have only received 
limited landscaped treatments. The spaces are predominantly unused leading to 
problems of vandalism, fly tipping and anti social behaviour.

Changes and Present Character

5.3.1 There has been very limited change to the layout and housing within the 
Stoops and Hargher Clough estates since their development in the first half of the 
20th Century. A  number of properties have had internal alterations and their original 
slate roofs replaced with tiles. Many  gardens have also had their perimeter fences 
replaced.

5.3.2 Other improvements include: 
 
• A recent small-scale clearance programme on part of Kinross Street and Airdrie  
Crescent has created further open space within Hargher Clough.    
• A clearance programme adjacent to Woodtop Mill during 1980 has seen the  
 land redeveloped as a green space and a childʼs play park.  
• Refurbishment of houses around Heather Bank in 1998 and new build of 40 
 sheltered accommodation flats at the Orchard.
• Properties around Selkirk Street and Melrose Avenue have had internal 
 alterations. 
• The recent new build of 2 storey homes on Selkirk Street and    
 Crossley Fold in 1991 are out of character with the other properties in the area. 

Character Area 3 
Architectural Townscape and Landscape Qualities 

6.1.1 The 20th Century social housing estates of 
Barclay Hills and Griffin are built after a Radburn 
style with a combination of single aspect and point 
block dwellings (Plan A - Character Area 3 & Plan 
F - Unsympathetic Change). The estates sit within 
a park like setting and are divided by a clough and 
narrow stream.

6.1.2 The Barclay Hills estate was designed and 
constructed, for the council in the early 1970ʼs by a 
private developer. The design and layout of the 
estate isessentially Radburn in style and comprises 
a network of homes adjacent to narrow pathways 
and spaces with few obvious perimeters. The 
Radburn philosophy was to create an estate that 
was safe for pedestrians but resulted in their total 
segregation from traffic. Both roads and car parks 
have been developed some distance from homes, 
which has caused problems for accessibility and safety.

6.1.3 The 1970ʼs Griffin estate has deviated somewhat from the Radburn layout. It has 
a principal road with residential cul de sacs breaking off it. Networks of narrow 
alleyways connect the blocks of housing, semi private open spaces, and parking 
areas.
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Junction of Venice and Florence Avenue. 
Note the Mill chimney in the distance

Above (Top) - Griffin Estae
Above (Below) - Barclay Hill Estate

Ariel view of Barclay Hill and Griffin Estates



6.1.4 Barclay Hills housing falls 
into 2 particular types –point block 
and single aspect dwellings. Point 
block dwellings constructed of 
orange brick are clustered into 4 
and wrapped together. This is an 
unusual style of building to be set 

within a Radburn layout. They are an interesting design, of 
adequate size but it is difficult to distinguish their numbers and 
addresses.

6.1.5 The single aspect dwellings are more in character with 
Radburn estates. Single aspect dwellings have interpreted 
planning law to enable them to be built in close proximity. Each 
property having large windows dominating the elevation on one 
side and small, slit windows to the other have achieved this. 
Unfortunately this has resulted in unattractive facades, little 
natural surveillance, narrow walkways and dead spaces at one 
side  and private, more pleasing surroundings to the other. The 
estate is further confused due to the housing numbering system 
that has been used. 

6.1.6 The Griffin estate also contains 
single aspect dwellings. The more 
pleasing, single aspect facing gardens 
and grassed areas, whilst geometric 
window patterns in large areas of 
brickwork and front doors tend to 
overlook shared parking areas. This 
new idea that being bold was stylish, 
probably worked initially, but it was soon 
recognised that both front and rear 
elevations should be attractive.  

6.1.7 There are no industrial, work-
shops, commercial buildings, churches, 
or schools within either estate. They 
are however close to the services on 
Accrington Rd and public transport 
links.

6.1.8 The Griffin Hotel existed from 
1855-1861 (Bennett VI, p224). Built on 

the site of an older settlement it 
continued to be used as a pub until 2000 when it changed use 
to a health and beauty centre. The name for the Griffin estate could have been derived 
from the name of the Hotel.

Landmarks, Views, Green Spaces and Trees

6.2.1 Sweet Clough with its small stream segregates the two social housing estates 
and is an important element in the character of this area (Plan F - Open Space & 
Views). There have been attempts to improve this open space in 1977 when a childʼs 
play park was developed above the Barclay Hills estate. Unfortunately the Clough and 
stream are now inadequately lit and poorly maintained resulting in fly tipping and anti 
social behaviour. 

Changes and Present Character

6.3.1 Large areas of the Barclay Hills estate have been cleared leaving the remain-
ing housing set within a park like setting. More recently a number of Barclay Hills flats 
have been cleared. 
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7.1.1 The Smallshaw industrial estate is a modern 
development built on the old Rosegrove railway 
sidings adjacent to the M65 motorway and accessed 
via Accrington Road (Plan A - Character Area 4). 

7.1.2. During the 1950ʼs there was a large amount of 
rail traffic passing through Burnley. This was mostly 
frieght trains carrying coal to supply Lancashireʼs 
homes, industry, and electricity plants. However 
the demand for coal reduced in the 1960ʼs and the 
Rosegrove rail shed and yard closed in 1968. The 
M65 motorway and the Smallshaw Industrial Estate 
have replaced these and the disused Smallshaw 
coke ovens.

Landmarks, Views, Green spaces and Trees

7.2.1 The grassed and tree lined embankment 
adjacent to Accrington Road has helped to screen 
the industrial estate. Simple landscaping schemes 
surrounding the modern rectangular warehouses and 
car parks within the industrial estate have helped to 
both scale down their size and soften their form. 

Changes and Present Character

7.3.1 The modern Smallshaw Industrial Estate 
contains a number of large rectangular warehouses 
with no architectural interest (Plan F - Unsympathetic 
Change. Their scale, design and materials do not 
respect the traditional workshops on Accrington Road 
such as the 1930ʼs Victoria Works, constructed from 
local stone with a blue slate roof .  

Character Area 4 
Architectural, Townscape and 
Landscape Qualities
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8.1.1 South West Burnley was mainly developed over two phases. The first was during 
the latter half of the 19th Century and the second during the mid 20th Century. Both 
phases were in response to the demand for new and improved housing and living 
conditions. The result is that South West Burnley has a number of distinctive character 
areas that have some special features and buildings. 

8.1.2 Unfortunately most areas within South West Burnley currently suffer from a 
declining housing market and poor reputation. Problems are deep routed with issues 
over poor services, lack of jobs, crime, and anti social behaviour. The over supply 
of pre 1919 terrace homes and the polarisation of social housing caused by current 
housing market trends is further contributing to the decline of the area. Fortunately it 
has been recognised that something has to be done to curb this decline and 
regenerate the area.   

8.1.3 It is vital that the heritage of the area is not lost as regeneration takes place and 
that the heritage is respected and where ever possible enhanced. Interpreting and 
promoting heritage can be used as an important tool in the regeneration of an area to 
create a unique sense of place, engage local people and boost confidence and pride. 
This can be achieved by:
• Encouraging local schools and groups to carry out heritage studies and 
 projects
• Encouraging developers to consider heritage issues and incorporate them into  
 their proposals
• Reintroducing forgotten local neighbourhood names and traditions.

8.1.4 The challenge in regenerating South West Burnley is to create a sustainable 
21st Century living environment which respects and enhances its character and 
history. To help in this process Plan A shows statutory and locally listed buildings and 
features and Character Areas. Plan F summarises the findings of the appraisal 
identifying:

•  Additional areas, buildings and features of local heritage value
• Other areas, buildings and features where heritage enhancement would make  
 a significant impact
•  Key routes and traditional street patterns
•  Views and landmark structures
• Areas and buildings where unsympathetic changes have taken place

The following guidelines aim to help all those involved in the regeneration process to 
meet this challenge: 

one Statutory Listed Buildings should be retained, restored and reused in 
 recognition of their historic, architectural and townscape qualities.

two Locally listed buildings are a major contributor to the character of the area and  
 some are important landmarks and should be retained where possible. There  
 should be a presumption against demolition, but the significance of the building  
must be balanced against the need to create a well planned and sustainable   
neighbourhood.

three Unlisted historic buildings also have an important role in the heritage  and 
 townscape quality of the area.

four Clearance in areas of archaelogical significance may give an opportunity to carry  
 out ground investigations prior to redevelopment. All potential redevelopment 
 proposals should be discussed with Lancashire Records Office as 
 early as possible to assess any potential sites for investigation. 

five New buildings must respect the form, materials, and character of the area and   
 retain and re-establish traditional street patterns with traditional cobbled stone   
 surfaces where possible.

six When clearance takes place the following options must be considered:
 Retaining building facades where structurally sound and feasible. 
 Reusing stone, slate and other materials, including ornate stone door and 
 window surrounds 
 Incorporating historic features and name and date stones into new buildings on
 site.          

seven Urban design guidance to be produced.

nineplans
Plan A. NAP Boundary, Character Areas and Protected Features
Plan B. Urban Development - 1844
Plan C. Ordinance Survey 1890
Plan D. Ordinance Survey 1910
Plan E. Ordinance Survey 1930 
Plan F. Heritage Appraisal.
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