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Dear Mr Milward 
Please find below a submission in support of the application to develop a Neighborhood Plan 
for the Parish of Worsthorne with Hurstwood. 
 
Lying approximately three miles east of the town centre is the historic village of Worsthorne 
which along with Hurstwood, a small hamlet sitting snugly in a hollow by the River Brun, form 
the parish of Worsthorne with Hurstwood. 
This rural idyll contrasts sharply with the urban character of the eastern outskirts of Burnley, 
and in order to retain the character and individuality of the villages of Worsthorne and 
Hurstwood it is important that due consideration is given to any future expansion plans to 
avoid the Parish being subsumed into the ‘urban sprawl’. 
This has recently been thrown into sharp contrast with a proposal for over sixty new homes to 
be built within the Parish. A scheme which has met with strong opposition from a number of 
sides. 
There is a growing sense within the local community that the Parish is in danger of losing its 
traditional village character. All agree that progress is inevitable and should be embraced, 
however having a greater local say in the future shape of the area would give a balance to 
any proposals and help retain the unique rural character which could be endangered by 
unfettered development. 
With this in mind the Parish Council has turned to the ‘Localism Act 2011’ which aims to 
facilitate the devolution of decision-making powers from central government to individuals and 
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communities who have a greater understanding of the needs and aspirations of their 
community. 
Consequently Worsthorne with Hurstwood Parish Council as a “Qualifying Body”, in 
partnership with the local community, have elected to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. The 
purpose being to give local residents the opportunity to have a say in how their locality 
evolves over the next five years, and focus on the specific needs of the community to deliver 
a sustainable model for the benefit of both the local and wider community. 
The Neighbourhood Plan will address a variety of issues including housing, education, 
environment, infrastructure, rural economy, transport, and community cohesion. 
Having exercised a robust consultation process involving individuals, organisations, and other 
key stakeholders in our community the Parish Council will develop a Neighbourhood Plan 
which will sit alongside and complement the soon to be adopted Burnley Local Plan. 
It is proposed that the designated ‘neighbourhood area’ will be the same as the Worsthorne 
with Hurstwood Parish boundary as shown in the map included with this application. 
Our initial step in developing the plan is to have a consultation period during which local 
individuals, organisations and key stakeholders can help identify key issues and offer a vision 
for the area. 
Having given due consideration to the submissions these will then be translated into a series 
of policies and proposals which will form the basis of the draft Worsthorne with Hurstwood 
Neighborhood Plan. 
We will then undergo a pre-submission consultation where there will be an opportunity for all 
concerned to comment on the final draft plan and suggest revisions, after which the plan will 
be submitted for independent examination. 
We hope that the independent examiner will recognise that a strong evidence based plan has 
been submitted and allow it to go to a referendum and ultimately be adopted as a local 
development framework. 
The Parish Council recognises that this process cannot be undertaken lightly, and will involve 
considerable time and effort on all sides in order to come to fruition. Nevertheless we look 
forward to working with the Borough Council in developing a series of proposals which will 
result in a sustainable and prosperous future for our Parish. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Jinkinson 
Chair, Worsthorne with Hurstwood Parish Council 
 


