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SUMMARY 
The Lancashire Historic Town Survey Programme 
This assessment report is a key end product of a survey of Lancashire’s historic towns 
carried out by the county’s Archaeology & Heritage Service, with the Egerton Lea 
Consultancy, between 2001 and 2006.  The project, part of a national programme of work 
coordinated by English Heritage, comprised a three-stage survey of the historical and 
archaeological aspects of each of the thirty-three towns selected in Lancashire.  The 
programme aims to re-evaluate the national archaeological resource and to provide 
comprehensive, rigorous and consistent base-line information against which research, 
regeneration and land use planning objectives may be set.  The programme has three 
principal outputs: new data added to the Lancashire Sites & Monuments Record, a 
comprehensive report (submitted as this document) that contains background information 
on the historical development and the current archaeological knowledge of each town, and 
a shorter Historic Environment Management Guidance report, which outlines strategies for 
conservation and enhancement.  

 
Burnley – archaeological and historical summary 
Although Bronze Age burial mounds and findspots of prehistoric flint tools have been 
recorded on the moors surrounding Burnley, no prehistoric remains are known to have 
been found within the town itself.  There is only one known Roman findspot in the survey 
area, that of a coinhoard dating to the 3rd century AD, although numerous other finds of 
coins have been made in the surrounding area.  These findspots are most likely to relate to 
dispersed and as yet unlocated farmsteads. 

There is no documentary evidence to indicate that a settlement existed at Burnley before 
the twelfth century, and the only archaeological evidence is the Paulinus or Godley Lane 
cross.  Although this has been recorded as being of pre-Norman date, it is more likely to be 
of early post-Conquest origin, perhaps the original market cross erected in 1295. 

The name Burnley is first recorded in the eleventh century, and derives from the Old 
English elements Brun and ley, the latter meaning meadow or land cleared from woodland.  
Brun is taken to mean either burn (stream) or brown, and is the name of the river beside 
which Burnley developed. 

A charter reference of 1122 to ‘the Church of Burnley’ indicates that Burnley was already a 
settlement of some importance in east Lancashire at this time.  Situated in a loop of the 
River Brun, the church formed one of the foci of medieval settlement.  None of its original 
medieval fabric survives above ground.  It has been claimed that there were five settlement 
foci during the medieval period in the area that later became the town of Burnley.  
However, there is little evidence to demonstrate that these places represented anything 
other than isolated farms in the later medieval period, perhaps associated with a few 
dispersed holdings. 

Burnley was primarily an agricultural community, but by 1300 the establishment of the 
market and the presence of a cloth industry would have led to growth and a diversity of 
occupations in the settlement.  By the sixteenth century, Burnley was the market centre for 
the local area.  The town continued to grow in importance throughout the seventeenth 
century; in 1617 the market was extended and six annual cattle fairs established. 

King James I, who was also the lord of the Honor of Clitheroe, brought about the enclosure 
of all the commons in Burnley between 1617 and 1622.  This benefited the larger 
landowners, but placed extra burdens on the small farmers.  This would inevitably have led 
to many seeking alternative or additional income, particularly through the textile industry, 
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and by 1650 many inhabitants were employed full time as handloom weavers either in their 
own homes or in loomshops.  The township would still have been relatively self-sufficient, 
although there was an export trade in cattle as well as woollen and linen goods, and 
imports of non-local produce such as sugar, salt and luxuries.  Linen cloth production also 
appears to have been significant at this time. 

Although clothworking was clearly an important source of employment, manufacturing 
employed a larger number of people, including shoemakers, hatters, gunsmiths, coopers, 
blacksmiths, turners and tailors, who would have worked from small workshops and sold 
directly to the public.  Coal mining also grew in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

By the middle of the eighteenth century Burnley was clearly a small market town, with a 
burgeoning textile industry and associated trades.  From around 1780, the introduction of 
cotton manufacture led to a rapid increase in growth, with the population more than 
doubling between 1801 and 1821.  Much of this expansion was likely to have been a result 
of Burnley becoming a port on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 

From the seventeenth century the town had been governed as part of the parish, through a 
Vestry Committee, but as Burnley grew this became increasingly inadequate.  In 1819 an 
Act of Parliament was obtained so that a governing body could be set up to ‘control the 
watching, lighting, cleansing and general regulation of the town’. 

Within the defined administrative area there were two major settlement nucleations, the 
town of Burnley and the canalside settlement of Lane Bridge, as well as the small post-
medieval hamlet of Burnley Wood and an array of isolated farms.  Largely beyond the 
perimeter of the Police Commissioners’ authority but still within the present survey area 
were other farms and a series of small industrial workers’ settlements forming nucleations. 

 

Development of the nineteenth-century town 
During the nineteenth century the population of Burnley increased nearly twenty-five-fold, 
from 3918 in 1801 to 97,043 people in 1901.  Growth was relatively steady, with most 
decades seeing a population increase of around 40%.  Burnley received a charter of 
incorporation in 1861, and became a parliamentary borough in 1867.   

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal provided the initial impetus for the industrial expansion of 
Burnley, with mills, warehouses and wharves being constructed along or close to its banks, 
but renewed vigour came from the opening of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
through Burnley in 1848.  There was an increase in the development of textile factories, 
especially for cotton, and of housing to accommodate the influx of textile workers.  Most 
development was unplanned, with houses, workshops, warehouses, shops and stores built 
in the yards and gardens of existing buildings.  The proliferation of back-to-back houses 
and court and cellar dwellings provides an indication of the restriction on space for housing.  
Evidence suggests that a shift to the construction of through houses began in about 1848.   

The opposition to development that had constrained the growth of early nineteenth-century 
Burnley appears to have receded later in the century, with several factors leading to the 
development of larger areas in single phases, the building of longer streets, and the laying 
out of gridiron street patterns.  Broadly the same type of accommodation, terraces of two-
up two-down through houses, was built for the working classes in Burnley from 1850 to 
1914.  Very few back-to-back houses have survived in the town. 

Burnley’s old-established families continued to live on country estates, whilst other 
prominent citizens lived in lesser mansions that also lay beyond the town boundaries.  
Closer to the town itself were some of the new houses of the manufacturing elite.  Villas 
and short Georgian-style terraces were also erected on the outskirts of the town.  Most 
middle-class housing, however, was built close to factories and working-class residential 
areas, and was often swamped by later industrial and working-class housing development. 
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In the nineteenth century Burnley featured a number of benevolent clubs and cultural 
societies, and the Temperance Society was also present.  A small number of 
Nonconformist chapels had been founded by the end of the eighteenth century.  Many 
more were built in the nineteenth century, and some new Anglican and Roman Catholic 
churches were also provided. 

The need for a piped water supply to Burnley was acknowledged in an Act of 1819.  The 
Burnley Gas Company was established in 1823 and a gasworks was opened in 1826, 
although some outlying districts were still not provided with gas in the 1850s.  Public 
electricity supply commenced in 1893, and a mains sewerage system in 1872. 

Like other mill towns, Burnley hosted a number of ancillary industries, of which coal mining 
and loom manufacture were two of the most important.  There were also foundries, a boiler 
and gasometer works and smaller engineering works, including screw and bolt workshops.  
Other industries included paper-making, clay pipe-making and brick-making.  A renewed 
impetus for development, including new mills, occurred in the late 1880s, and Burnley 
eventually became one of the two most important cotton-weaving towns in the world, 
featuring ninety-one operational cotton mills by 1938.  Most of these had closed by 1990, 
however, with thirty having been demolished between 1945 and 1987. 

 

Historic settlement character 
The present character of Burnley is extremely fragmented, with many small individual 
character areas.  Uses are mixed, with industrial and residential areas occurring side by 
side.  Although there are several surviving areas of late nineteenth and early twentieth-
century terraced housing that are quite extensive, these form a broken ring around the 
town centre, where similar houses have been cleared and replaced by modern 
development.  There is a core of surviving nineteenth-century buildings in the town centre, 
as well as a significant area of textile mills to the west of this, along the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal.  However, much of the industrial area is derelict or disused.  Nineteenth-
century industrial buildings have also survived elsewhere, adjacent to or sometimes within 
areas of terraced housing, sometimes within areas of later industrial development, and 
most often along the canal. 

Burnley contains significant areas of open space of various types, including agricultural 
land, informal open space, and a number of recreation grounds.  Villa development and 
middle-class housing occurs close to some of the parks, and also as ribbon development. 

Survival of early nineteenth-century workers’ housing in Burnley is low, particularly when 
compared with survival in other east Lancashire towns such as Blackburn.  There is a 
handloom weavers’ settlement in the north-eastern part of the town, and industrial workers’ 
housing associated with former mills has survived at Lowerhouse in the west. 

The M65 corridor is a prominent feature in the modern town, and large dual carriageways 
pass through the town centre.  Twentieth-century housing developments have spread out 
from the gridiron terraced housing to form suburbs.  Areas include large estates and 
smaller infill developments, including pockets in the terraced housing areas and 
redeveloped sites such as mills.  There are several large school sites, featuring playing 
fields and often incorporating more than one school.  These tend to lie towards the edges 
of the town, with smaller schools towards the centre. 

Modern industrial and commercial areas are concentrated along the railways and adjacent 
to areas of earlier industry, with some nineteenth-century sites having been redeveloped.  
Large parts of the town centre are also modern in character, and there is an extensive 
industrial estate in the north-eastern part of the survey area.  In the south-western part, a 
small character area takes in the corner of a much larger estate that extends beyond the 
survey area. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Project background 
This report is an archaeological and historic 
urban landscape assessment of Burnley 
and forms part of the Lancashire Historic 
Town Survey.  The survey comprises an 
assessment of thirty-three towns within the 
county, with a report produced for each 
town.   

The Lancashire project is part of English 
Heritage’s national Extensive Urban Survey 
Programme, which grew out of the 
Monuments Protection Programme.  This 
still ongoing programme aims to re-
evaluate the national archaeological 
resource and to provide comprehensive, 
rigorous and consistent base-line 
information against which research, 
regeneration and land use planning 
objectives may be set.  The recognition that 
urban areas themselves are archaeological 
monuments has led to a shift away from 
the identification of individual sites within 
towns to a more holistic appreciation of the 
entire historic urban fabric.   

The Lancashire project is being undertaken 
by Lancashire County Council with Egerton 
Lea Consultancy and is funded by both the 
County and English Heritage.  It is based 
on a survey commissioned by Lancashire 
County Council and carried out by the 
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit in 
1997, which resulted in the compilation of 
the Lancashire Extensive Urban 
Archaeological Survey Assessment Report 
in January 1998 (LUAU 1998a).  This 
report was used to develop a specification 
for the assessment of individual towns, the 
Lancashire Historic Town Survey Project 
Design, which was submitted by the 
Archaeology and Heritage Service of the 
Environment Directorate of Lancashire 
County Council to English Heritage in 
January 2001.  The full project commenced 
later in 2001 with the compilation of first 
stage reports by Egerton Lea on the pre-
1900 historic elements of each town.  To 
this the Council’s Archaeology and 
Heritage team have added post-1900 data 

and an overall assessment of the nature 
and significance of the resource, to 
produce this report. 

1.2 Project aims 
The principal aim of the project has been to 
review and evaluate the archaeological and 
historical resource for the thirty-three 
defined towns within the post-1974 county 
of Lancashire.  The resource was identified 
and assessed for significance, and 
strategies were proposed for its 
management. 

Key objectives included the 

• quantification of previous 
archaeological work,  

• analysis of urban origins and 
development,  

• identification and assessment of the 
broad historic character of each town,  

• assessment of the potential for the 
preservation of significant 
archaeological deposits, and the 

• identification of future research 
objectives.   

The assessment was then to be used to 
help define new archaeological and 
conservation guidance strategies for each 
town.  The Historic Town Survey for 
Lancashire forms part of the developing 
Lancashire Historic Environment Record 
Centre (an expanded version of the 
Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record).  
Here it is maintained as a nested dataset 
amongst the other conservation datasets 
used to assist in planning decision-making 
within the county (LCC 2001). 

1.3 Project outputs 
Principal project outputs include  

• Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR) data.  New information 
added to the Lancashire Sites and 
Monuments Record.  The SMR is 
the primary database for information 
on historical sites and 
archaeological remains in the 
county.  It is used as a research and 
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planning tool and is consulted as 
part of the development process. 

• Historic Environment GIS Data.  
GIS-based information, supplied to 
those districts with the technology to 
receive it.  The information includes 
data relating to SMR sites and 
statutory designated areas, the 
development of the individual towns 
over time, and the historic plan 
components that make up the 
present urban area. 

• Historic Town Assessment 
Report.  A comprehensive report, 
submitted as this document, that 
contains background information on 
the historical development and the 
current archaeological knowledge of 
each town.  It also describes the 
historical interest of the surviving 
buildings, structures and plan 
components.  The assessment 
report forms the basis for the 
strategies submitted as Historic 
Environment Management 
Guidance.  

• Historic Environment 
Management Guidance.  Based 
upon the assessment report, the 
final stage of the survey involved 
the formulation of a strategy for 
planning, conservation and 
management of the historic 
environment within each town.  The 
strategy is presented as guidance 
with recommendations for local 
authorities and key agencies.   

All the outputs, but in particular this Historic 
Town Assessment Report and its linked 
Historic Environment Management 
Guidance, will be used to inform a variety 
of planning, regeneration and research 
requirements, including: 

o The continuing preparation of Local 
Plan policy and the preparation of 
Local Development Frameworks and 
thematic or Area Action Plans; 

o Adoption as Supplementary Planning 
Documents; 

o Input into Community Strategies and 
other neighbourhood initiatives; 

o Input into regeneration and tourism 
strategies; 

o Providing a context for Conservation 
Area appraisal, review and the 
establishment of new Conservation 
Areas; 

o Facilitating the decision-making 
process for Housing Renewal 
initiatives, particularly within and 
adjacent to the East Lancashire 
Pathfinder areas; 

o Input into National, Regional and 
Local Research frameworks. 

It is intended that this assessment report 
and the management strategies should be 
accessible not only to planners, 
prospective developers and others involved 
in the planning process, but also to all 
those who have a general interest in a 
particular town and its historic environment.  
To this end, the information will also be 
made available on the County Council’s 
website and at public libraries and record 
offices. 

1.4 Project methodology 
The project is based on the developing 
mechanisms for Extensive Urban Survey 
that have been applied elsewhere in 
England; these include the initial 
assessment undertaken for Tetbury in 
Gloucestershire (Heighway 1992), and 
work carried out in Cheshire, Essex and 
Somerset.  In addition the recent Cornwall 
Industrial Settlements Initiative has 
influenced the approach, as many of 
Lancashire’s towns owe their urban origins 
to industrialisation.  The Lancashire survey 
includes an additional aspect, however – 
urban characterisation.  This specifically 
targets the broad archaeological and built 
heritage resource of the nineteenth-century 
industrial towns, a distinctive and 
significant feature of Lancashire’s historic 
landscape.  This aspect reflects the 
growing emphasis placed on 
characterisation for managing change in 
both the rural and urban environments.  It 
also reflects the importance of local 
character in the definition of a sense of 
place, as emphasised in English Heritage’s 
policy statement Power of Place (2000). 
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The methodology adopted for the 
Lancashire project followed the three-stage 
process of many of its predecessors, 
comprising: 

• Stage 1 – Data-gathering 

• Stage 2 – Assessment 

• Stage 3 – Strategy. 

The data-gathering methodology involved 
historical research and a field visit.  Most 
information was entered directly into the 
Lancashire Historic Town Survey database, 
which was developed from existing 
databases.  This was then used for 
analysis and, through the use of the 
ArcView GIS program, for the production of 
coloured base maps showing sites, 
designations, development phases, historic 
plan components and character areas. 

The field visits examined the modern 
topography of each settlement, assessed 
likely areas of survival and destruction of 
deposits and structures, and created a 
basic photographic record in monochrome 
print and colour digital formats. 

The assessment stage tries to answer two 
broad questions: firstly ‘How has the 
settlement developed over time?’ and 
secondly, ‘What is the physical evidence of 
the past in today’s townscape?’ 

In answering the first question the 
assessment included a chronological 
appraisal of the development of each town 
under the following headings: 

• Prehistoric – up to cAD70 

• Romano-British – cAD70-400 

• Post-Roman and Early Medieval – 
400-1050 

• Medieval – 1050-1550 

• Post-Medieval – 1550-1750 

• Industrial and Modern – 1750-present  

These chronological ‘snapshots’ or 
‘timeslices’ (presented below in Section 4) 
offer descriptions of settlement history that 
will include many buildings, structures and 
land uses that no longer exist today, but 
which afford greater understanding of how 
the town has come to look as it does.  It is 

arranged from the perspective of the 
distant past looking towards the present. 

 
To answer the second question, ‘What is 
the physical evidence of the past in today’s 
townscape?’, the assessment stage 
included an appraisal of the surviving 
historic character of each town. This 
effectively reverses the approach outlined 
above, to view a town from today’s 
perspective, but acknowledging the time-
depth evident in the place.  For example, 
the analysis does not attempt to 
reconstruct the medieval town, but instead 
maps the medieval elements (be they 
buildings, roads or other patterns) that 
survive in the town of today. 

In order to do this each town was divided 
into a series of discrete and identifiable 
blocks of townscape that share common 
characteristics of date, building form and 
function.   These plan components are 
generic in that they may be found across 
the county – ‘Bye-law terraced housing’ for 
example – and are termed Historic Urban 
Character Types.  However, at a detailed 
local scale they will show unique 
differences resulting in the most part from 
alternate histories – for example the bye-
law terraces of Burnley will differ from 
those in Blackpool.  These are termed 
Historic Urban Character Areas.  
Differences between areas of the same 
character type may also be found in terms 
of condition and survival, or in the presence 
and absence of individual structures.  It 
follows that one character type may 
support a large range of character areas.  
The Historic Urban Character Areas for 
each town, grouped under their relevant 
Type, are described below in the Statement 
of Historic Urban Character. 

Once Historic Urban Character Types had 
been identified, they were assessed 
according to the following criteria (the 
equivalent criteria used by the Secretary of 
State for scheduling ancient monuments 
are shown in parentheses): 

• Townscape rarity (period, rarity) – of 
urban character types and subtypes. 

• Time depth (period, survival, 
diversity, potential) – visibility, 
survival and potential of evidence for 
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earlier periods (both urban and non-
urban) within the type. 

• Completeness (group value, survival) 
– measure of association with 
buildings and features and their 
survival; also measure of association 
with adjacent areas of townscape. 

• Forces for change (fragility/ 
vulnerability).  Measured through 
datasets including indices of 
deprivation, allocation as derelict land 
or brownfield, allocation within Local 
Plans or other redevelopment 
proposals, local authority housing 
stock information and census data. 

Assessment that culminated in the 
mapping and evaluation of current historic 
character types within the town of today 
formed the starting point and foundation for 
the development of strategies for the 
future.   The final stage of work, the 
preparation of Strategy, comprised the 
preparation of Historic Environment 
Management Guidance for every surveyed 
town.  

The primary aim of the Strategy was to 
produce management guidance for 
conservation and enhancement.  To 
facilitate this the historic environment within 
Lancashire’s towns was divided into 
individual assets and broader areas for 
which appropriate strategies were devised.   
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2. LOCATION, 
TOPOGRAPHY AND 
DESCRIPTION OF 
STUDY AREA 
2.1 Geographical location 
The town of Burnley is located at NGR SD 
841 327 (centred).  It is positioned on the 
western edge of the lower slopes of the 
Pennine Hills, on a tongue of level ground 
at the confluence of the River Brun with the 
River Calder.  It is one of the key towns of 
the Lancashire valleys (Countryside 
Commission 1998, 102).  Brierfield adjoins 
it to the north, with Nelson and Colne 
beyond.  Padiham is adjacent to the west, 
with Accrington 8.5km and Blackburn 16km 
to the south-west.  Burnley is thus one of a 
number of closely neighbouring settlements 
which lie along the valley of the River 
Calder and its tributaries.  The landscape 
has an intensely urban character, which 
contributes much to the local character of 
the Lancashire Valleys countryside 
character area (Countryside Commission 
1998, 101). 

2.2 Geology 
The underlying solid geology of the area 
consists of Lower Westphalian productive 
coal measures of the Carboniferous era 
(IGS 1979).  These form part of the Burnley 
Coal Measures, which belong to 
Westphalian A series (Earp, Poole & 
Whiteman 1961, 133) and contributed to 
the early industrial exploitation of the area. 

The drift cover consists primarily of 
Pennine drift, noted as Boulder Clay or 
medium- to fine-textured till of the Brickfield 
Association, with fine-textured alluvium in 
the valley of the Calder (Hall and Folland 
1970, 131).  These are derived almost 
wholly from Carboniferous rocks and 
contain abundant sandstone and shale 
fragments (Hall and Folland 1970, 7-10). 

2.3 Landscape setting 
Burnley sits on the edge of a broad valley 
formed by the River Calder and its 

tributary, the River Brun.  The relief is 
gently undulating with enclosed hollows.   

The Brun and the Calder are now largely 
canalised and culverted through the town.  
The Leeds and Liverpool Canal also runs 
through the town, distinguished by the 
Burnley embankment which is 1159m long 
and 18m high.  The land on which the town 
is built ranges in height from around 108m 
aOD near the confluence of the Calder and 
the Brun to just over 225m aOD along the 
southern edge of the survey area along the 
Rossendale Road. 

The central feature of the area around the 
Calder Valley is the range of hills which 
extends out from the Pennines to the south 
and east, rising to the highest point in the 
Forest of Rossendale at 409m aOD, 8.5km 
to the south.  To the immediate west of 
Burnley, the land rises up to heights of 
between 200m and 300m aOD. 

The fieldscape of the Lancashire Valleys 
countryside character area is often 
fragmented by scattered industrial and 
residential developments (Countryside 
Commission 1998, 101).  Former coal 
mines, small reservoirs, modern golf 
courses and industrial estates are a feature 
of the urban fringe of present-day Burnley. 

2.4 Study area 
Burnley’s urban area was defined in 
relation to Lancashire’s Historic Landscape 
Characterisation (HLC) Project, which 
outlined urban areas in accordance with 
their extent c1990.  The urban area which 
included Burnley also included the 
settlements of Padiham to the west, 
Reedley and Brierfield to the north, Harle 
Syke and Haggate to the north-east, and 
the modern suburbs of Brunshaw, Pike Hill 
and Brownside to the south-east.  Padiham 
is the subject of a separate LEUS town 
assessment, but Brierfield was not 
reviewed within LUAU’s Assessment 
Report (1998 116-7), as it was considered 
to have insufficient historic urban 
characteristics or archaeological 
significance for this to be warranted.  The 
remaining settlements were clearly non-
urban in character and were distinct from 
Burnley’s urban area at the end of the 
nineteenth century; indeed, Pike Hill and 
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 Brownside existed only as farms at this 
time.  
The part of the urban area defined by the 
Lancashire HLC Project that has been 
included in the present study relates to the 
Municipal Borough boundary rather than to 
township boundaries.  This boundary was 
created in 1889, when the Municipal 
Borough was extended to include parts of 
the townships of Habergham Eaves, 
Briercliffe, Ightenhill Park and Reedley 
Hallows.  In 1894, the old townships were 
dismantled and the borough area became 
the township boundary (Farrer and 
Brownbill 1911, 448).  Following the 
incorporation of Towneley Park into the 
town after 1897, this also became part of 
the borough (LRO CBBu acc 7607 9-10).  
Whilst the influence of Towneley Park is 
noted within this current survey, the park 
itself was excluded as it lay outside the 
urban area defined for Lancashire’s HLC 
Project.  Further extensions to the borough 
boundary were made in 1925 (Hall 1977), 
but this lies outside the LEUS period of 
study.  There are two areas where the 
boundary of the survey area follows the 
Municipal Borough boundary outside the 
defined urban area.  The first is on the west 
side of Burnley, where the boundary 
follows the valley of Green Brook, allowing 
the inclusion of the municipal cemetery.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The second is on the east side of the town, 
and includes a small lake and a rubbish tip 
around the wooded valley of the River 
Brun, an area of distinctly urban character. 

 

 

 Burnley is part of the post-1974 county of 
Lancashire and lies within the Diocese of 
Blackburn.  It is the administrative centre of 
Burnley Borough Council. 
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3. SOURCES 
3.1 Published works 
Unlike Blackburn and many of the other 
major nineteenth-century towns of 
Lancashire, Burnley does not have a series 
of nineteenth-century histories.  The 
earliest history of Burnley of any substance 
is JW Kneeshaw’s Burnley in the 
Nineteenth Century, which was published 
by the Burnley Express newspaper as a 
souvenir for Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897.  As the title suggests, 
however, this book covers little that 
predates 1800.  The earliest publication 
dealing exclusively with Burnley that also 
covers some of the town’s earlier history is 
the Rev TT Wilkinson’s History of the 
Parochial Church of Burnley (1855), but as 
again suggested by the title, this is 
restricted in its subject coverage.  
Wilkinson was a noted scholar, 
nevertheless, and was a friend of WA 
Abram, the author of the principal 
nineteenth century history of Blackburn and 
one of the most eminent of Lancashire’s 
nineteenth-century local historians.  He 
compiled a series of learned articles on 
Burnley, including one on the Burnley 
Coalfield, published by the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Historical Society.  He also 
contributed the section on Burnley in J 
Gough Nichols’s 1872 edition of TD 
Whitaker’s An History of the original Parish 
of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe (Abram 
1876, 90-1). 

Burnley’s church history was revisited by 
JEW Wallis in The History of the Church in 
Burnley, 1122-1922 (1923).  Similarly, 
Moore’s History of Wesleyan Methodism in 
Burnley and East Lancashire (1899) deals 
with a specific theme, but it nevertheless 
contains some useful information on the 
development of Burnley in the nineteenth 
century.  Aside from histories dealing 
exclusively with the town and material 
contained in trade directories, 
contemporary nineteenth-century 
topographical and historical accounts of 
Burnley are mainly confined to the various 
versions of Baines’s county history and 

Whitaker’s history.  Neither account is 
particularly detailed or informative. 

What makes Burnley remarkable amongst 
Lancashire’s towns in the nineteenth 
century is that it possessed its own learned 
society which produced its own publication, 
the Burnley Literary and Scientific Club 
Transactions.  This relatively short series of 
publications, which began in 1874 and 
continued throughout the later nineteenth 
century, contains a number of short reports 
dealing with aspects of Burnley’s 
archaeology and history.  Archaeological 
accounts include papers on prehistoric 
remains (1886) and on stone crosses 
(1881).  There is also a paper from 1880 on 
‘Sources of original materials for a history 
of Burnley’, by Abram.  In this article he 
laments the absence of a ‘complete history 
of the town’ (82) and suggests that the 
Club could play a part in collating materials 
about the district for the use of historians in 
the future. 

The primary source materials identified by 
Abram were those that were principally 
used in the account of Burnley contained in 
the Victoria County History (Farrer and 
Brownbill 1911).  This is a relatively short 
account, given the town’s size, and is 
largely based on documentary sources 
derived from published collections of 
manuscripts forming part of the Duchy of 
Lancaster muniments and the Towneley 
family archive.  As part of the Manor of 
Ightenhill Burnley lay within the Honor of 
Clitheroe, and a number of references to 
the town in the later medieval period and 
during the sixteenth century are contained 
in the published Clitheroe Court Rolls 
(Farrer 1912). 

A detailed comprehensive history of 
Burnley was not completed until 1947-51, 
when William Bennett produced his four-
volume The History of Burnley.  A landmark 
in the publication of town histories in 
Lancashire, these volumes still provide the 
basis for any study of Burnley.  Published 
under the auspices of the borough, the 
work differs from many Lancashire town 
histories produced by local historians in the 
twentieth century in its seeking the 
involvement of leading contemporary 
academic experts.  In particular Bennett 
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consulted GH Tupling of Manchester 
University, the most eminent historian of 
east Lancashire and Lancashire’s urban 
origins in the earlier twentieth century.  As 
a consequence, within the context of 
contemporary accepted historical 
interpretations, Bennett’s history is both 
informed and reliable. 

Bennett provides a detailed examination of 
Burnley, although the size of the town and 
the availability of source material did not 
allow for the depth of study exhibited in his 
later work on Great and Little Marsden.  
The chapters on prehistoric, Roman and 
early medieval Burnley are suspect, 
however, because they are based on 
outmoded theories and concepts of 
historical development.  The usefulness of 
these chapters lies in the description of 
finds from the nineteenth century, which 
provide a background to possible 
prehistoric, Roman and early medieval 
settlement.  For the medieval and post-
medieval periods, Bennett supplies a 
chronological development of settlement, 
beginning around the end of the twelfth 
century.  The information appears to be 
sound and reliable.  Whilst Bennett did not 
reference his evidence directly within the 
text, details of documents are given in 
appendices and general references are 
given in separate bibliographies for each 
volume.  These indicate that his principal 
unpublished sources were the Duchy of 
Lancaster documents held in the Public 
Record Office, the Farrer collection held in 
the Manchester Archives at Manchester 
Central Library, and the Towneley archive. 

The only recent detailed published history 
of the town is J Lowe’s Burnley (1985).  
This focuses on the later, industrial, history 
of the town, although it provides an 
analysis of its urban expansion from the 
Middle Ages.  It is very much concerned 
with the physical fabric of the town, 
particularly where it still survived in the 
1980s.  Whilst the book is to an extent 
based on Bennett’s earlier work, it fills in 
some of the gaps in his coverage of the 
town’s nineteenth-century development.  It 
is especially useful for its coverage of some 
of the industrial enterprises.  Well-written 
and scholarly, Lowe’s work is unfortunately 
poorly referenced.  A brief but useful, even 

if also unreferenced, history is Burnley (A 
Short History) by Brian Hall (1977).  Other 
recent publications of some use include KG 
Spencer’s An Outline History of 
Habergham Eaves (1989) and J Nadin’s 
Burnley Inns, Beerhouses and Taverns 
(2000). 

A number of theses on the development of 
Burnley have been written, of which the 
most useful for the purposes of the LEUS is 
Slater’s BA thesis, ‘Burnley and the Textile 
Industry’ (1987).  Atkinson’s PhD thesis of 
1972 is also useful, examining the urban 
morphology of three Lancashire mill towns: 
Accrington, Burnley and Nelson, comparing 
housing types, industrial buildings and 
spatial patterning.  Some further useful 
background information can be gained from 
theses exploring the impact of migration on 
Burnley, such as Steer’s 1997 work on Irish 
settlement in 1830-1880, and P Smith’s 
‘Migration to Burnley 1851-81’ (1985).  
Burnley Library has a number of theses 
and typescripts. 

The principal published primary sources for 
the history and urban development of 
Burnley used in this study are the trade 
directories. An extensive collection of these 
is kept in Burnley Library, and another 
good collection at the Lancashire Record 
Office.  The earliest directory with details 
for Burnley was Rogerson’s The 
Lancashire General Directory for 1818.  
Mannex’s 1855 Directory of Mid-Lancashire 
is particularly useful as it can be related to 
a series of near contemporary maps.  The 
most helpful directories of Burnley for the 
later nineteenth century are those 
produced by J Worrall. 

Local newspapers are also an excellent 
source for the nineteenth century, but time 
constraints did not allow for their 
examination.  A number of newspapers 
were published in Burnley in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, of which the 
most useful is the Burnley Express, 
available in Burnley Library.  Others include 
the Advertiser and the Gazette.  All of 
these papers post-date 1850.  In 1897 one 
of the earliest books in Lancashire based 
on ‘old photographs’ was compiled for 
Burnley, when photographs taken for the 
Burnley Gazette were published as an 
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Album of Views of Burnley and 
Neighbourhood. 

3.2 Manuscripts 
As a holding within the de Lacy Honor of 
Clitheroe and later the Duchy of Lancaster, 
Burnley has reasonably good medieval 
documentation.  The proceedings of the 
Halmote Court for the Manor of Ightenhill 
have been transcribed in Farrer’s Court 
Rolls of the Honor of Clitheroe volume 2 
(1912), a source widely used by Bennett in 
his history of the parish and town.  Other 
de Lacy documents with relevance to the 
medieval history of Burnley include 
accounts published by the Chetham 
Society.  More recent manuscripts relating 
to the manorial descent of lands within the 
former Honor of Clitheroe are contained in 
the Lancashire Record Office (LRO) 
collection DDX, only a few of which are 
relevant to Burnley.  Little time was spent 
examining these sources as they were 
previously well covered by both Farrer and 
Bennett.  The Duchy of Lancaster 
muniments are held at the Public Record 
Office (PRO) in Kew but there is no 
comprehensive modern catalogue for 
these, although the material was widely 
used by Bennett.  Even so, a detailed 
systematic search of this collection could 
reveal further material relating to medieval 
Burnley.   

The LRO holds family collections relevant 
to Burnley.  The two main families 
associated with the town are the 
Shuttleworths of Gawthorpe Hall and the 
Towneleys of Towneley Park.   The 
Shuttleworth material in the LRO is mainly 
concerned with the neighbouring town of 
Padiham rather than with Burnley.  The 
Towneley archive is vast and is divided 
between a number of institutions including 
the LRO, the Chetham Library in 
Manchester, the British Library, and 
Towneley Hall Museum itself.  Much of it is 
uncatalogued, at least in detail, and only 
fragments relate directly to the historical 
development of Burnley.  Only the 
collection held at the LRO (DDTo, DDHw 
and DDX 1472) was examined during the 
course of the LEUS, and very little of this is 
concerned with Burnley.  Most of the 
relevant material consists of title deeds.  

Other material, such as rentals, surveys 
and historical notes, exists in a number of 
family collections, including the collections 
of Hawkshead-Talbot of Chorley (DDHk) 
and Whitaker of Simonstone (DDWh). 

The main collection relevant to Burnley and 
curated by the LRO is the large archive of 
material derived from the borough council 
(CBBu).  Again, much of this collection is 
uncatalogued.  It is primarily concerned 
with the development of the town in the 
later nineteenth century and includes plans 
and details of improvements.  It does not 
include building control plans, nor are these 
held at Burnley Library.  Local 
investigations indicated that these may 
exist, but if so are still in the care of the 
local authority. 

Burnley Library has a few manuscript 
sources, primarily dating to the nineteenth 
century, but much of its primary source 
material has been transferred to the LRO.  
Other manuscript collections containing 
information relevant to Burnley are held in 
the Manchester Archives at Manchester 
Central Reference Library, particularly in 
the Farrer Collection (MA L1), which 
includes a range of manorial and other 
information dating from the late medieval 
period onwards.  Other repositories that 
may contain information relevant to 
Burnley’s settlement history but which were 
not checked during the course of this study 
include the John Rylands Library in 
Manchester and the various Lancashire 
textile museums. 

3.3 Photographs and prints 
Burnley Library has an extensive collection 
of local photographs, including views taken 
in the nineteenth century, record shots of 
early twentieth century ‘slum’ clearances, 
and aerial photographs.  Aerial 
photographs are also held by Lancashire 
County Council.  A small collection of 
historical photographs of Burnley taken in 
about 1900 is held by Manchester Archives 
(L1/60/5/2-11) and similar collections are 
held by the LRO (DDX 743 and DDX 1575 
acc 5465).  A number of recent published 
compilations of old photographs exist, of 
which the best are Hall and Spencer’s 
Burnley.  A Pictorial History (1993), and the 
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Burnley volume in the excellent Images of 
England series (Townend 1999). 

 

3.4 Cartographic evidence 
There are a relatively large number of 
maps detailing the expansion of Burnley in 
the nineteenth century, but little 
cartographic evidence pre-dating 1800 has 
been identified for the area.  The earliest 
known map, by R Lang, is dated 1742 and 
depicts lands in what became the 
Cheapside area of Burnley.  The 
whereabouts of this map were not identified 
– no copies were found in either the LRO 
or Burnley Library – but an illustration 
derived from it is given in Hall’s history of 
Burnley (1977, 15).  Another map not 
consulted during this survey but of possible 
significance is an estate map of 1759 for 
Bank House, held in Towneley Hall. 

For the period 1759 to 1827 the only useful 
contemporary maps noted were all small 
scale, but some idea of Burnley’s 
expansion can be gained from the county 
maps of Yates (1786) and Greenwood 
(1818) and a map of 1792 depicting the 
proposed course of the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal (PRO RAIL 846).  In 1888 
a map of Burnley as it was in 1819 was 
produced, to accompany an article by J 
Grant in the Burnley Literary and Scientific 
Club Transactions entitled ‘A Sketch of 
Burnley Seventy Years Ago’. 

In 1827 a local surveyor and land agent, 
Henry Fishwick, produced the first large-
scale map of the town.  A rough copy of the 
map is held by Burnley Library and an 
extract showing the town, but only part of 
the settlement of Finsley Gate in 
Habergham Eaves, is published in Lowe’s 
history of Burnley (1985, 30-1).  The growth 
of the town over the following seventeen 
years can be easily deduced by comparing 
this map with Merryweather’s map of the 
borough compiled in 1844.  The original of 
this is held in the LRO (DDX 118/100/4), 
and there is a copy at Burnley Library.  
Although only one of seven detailed maps 
produced between 1842 and 1853, its 
particular value lies in the plotting of new 
building grounds around the town. 

Other maps produced during this period 
are the tithe maps for Burnley (1848) and 
Habergham (1842) (LRO DRB 1/31; DRB 
1/90), the first edition Ordnance Survey 
1:10,560 map, dated 1848 but surveyed in 
1844, and a map from 1853 showing the 
locations of public houses applying for 
licenses (BL M851). 
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Plate 1:  Lane Bridge in 1842, from the Habergham
Eaves tithe map 
 

The most useful map, however, is the 
extremely accurate and detailed Ordnance 
Survey 1:1056 map of the town and its 
immediate environs, surveyed in 1848 and 
produced in 1851.  As with Blackburn, 
which has a near contemporary OS map at 
the same scale, the map is a superb 
resource for the study of both the town’s 
mid-nineteenth century topography and 
details of building and plot development 
and activities within the town.  This 
mapping is available in Burnley Library.  A 
revised version of the OS 1:10,560 was 
produced based on this 1848 survey. 

Burnley Library and the LRO have the 
usual range of second and third edition 
1:10,560 OS maps, as well as the first 
edition 1:2500 dating to 1893.  The gap 
that often exists in map coverage between 
c1850 and c1890 is filled in Burnley by 
borough maps of 1866 (LRO DDX 1283), 
1882 (BL yellow 3) and 1889 (LRO CBBu 
acc 8040 Box 41).  These allow a quite 
detailed analysis of the later nineteenth 
century development of the town.  In 
addition, the LRO contains a large-scale 
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map giving details of streets in the centre of 
Burnley in 1863 in advance of 
improvements to paving and sewerage 
provision (CBBu acc 8040 Box 39). 

3.5 Archaeological evidence 
Burnley was considered to be a site of 
Roman occupation during the nineteenth 
century (Whitaker 1876, 156-7).  This view 
seems to have been based on the finding 
of Roman coins in the vicinity, an 
occurrence which was noted by Aiken as 
early as 1795 (279).  Roman coin finds 
from the Burnley vicinity were frequently 
reported in the next century or so and are 
detailed by Bennett, but despite listing all 
known occurrences by 1946, only one 
findspot can be identified within the defined 
urban area for Burnley (24-5; LSMR PRN 
702).  Aside from Roman coins, little 
archaeological information uncovered as a 
result of the town’s rapid nineteenth-
century development has been recorded. 

Burnley’s only other contemporary 
antiquarian interest appears to have been 
its stone crosses.  Within the town these 
consisted of a thirteenth-century market 
cross, known as the Paulinus or Godley 
Lane Cross (LSMR PRN 698), a 
seventeenth-century cross (LSMR PRN 
697), and the Folds or Foldys Cross, 
erected in 1520 (Waddington 1881, 95) and 
now situated outside the study area in 
Towneley Park.  The Paulinus Cross 
attracted antiquarian visitors.  On their 
itinerary through Lancashire, Redding and 
Taylor observed in 1842, “we had heard of 
an old cross, and knowing that no few 
Catholics were still found in Burnley, we 
expected to find a choice relic of antiquity; 
but in this too we were destined to meet 
with disappointment.  Something which 
was once a cross, a nearly unshapen stone 
eight feet in height, bearing marks of 
having stood much rough weather, was all 
that remained – unless indeed we add the 
stories we heard by its side, of bones being 
discovered, and other evidence that we 
were standing on the site of an old Catholic 
chapel” (190). 

One of the few references to a discovery of 
archaeological interest within the town 
concerns the dismantling of the 

seventeenth-century market cross.  
Erected in 1617, the cross was taken down 
in 1881, and a halfpenny trade token dated 
1669 was found.  This had been issued by 
a member of one of the major landowning 
families, Lawrence Towneley, and bore the 
arms of the Mercer’s Company (Bennett 
1947, 80).  The finding of a trade token of 
local origin constitutes archaeological 
evidence of the importance of trade within 
Burnley in the seventeenth century, and a 
marker of the settlement’s relative level of 
urban development at the time. 

Following an initial examination of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth-century OS 
mapping, undertaken at the 
commencement of the LEUS, 542 sites for 
Burnley had been recorded in the 
Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record 
(LSMR).  Of these, 30.6% were listed 
buildings and the majority of the remainder 
were structures recorded from the OS 
coverage or other nineteenth-century 
documentary sources.  Consequently, and 
consistent with Burnley’s growth in the 
nineteenth century, only 13.1% of the sites 
were known to have origins pre-dating 
1800, and only 3.1% pre-dating 1500.  
About half of the pre-1800 sites were listed 
structures. 

Given the relatively large number of sites 
recorded in the defined urban area, a high 
proportion were listed buildings; in 
comparison with Blackburn the proportion 
of listed buildings to total SMR sites is 
more than four times greater.  It is, 
however, very similar to the situation in 
Padiham, a much smaller defined urban 
area that lies within the same local 
authority.  It therefore seems likely that the 
high proportion of listed buildings may be 
as much a reflection of local authority 
policies as of the nature of the 
archaeological resource.  Again given the 
relatively large size of the defined urban 
area, the proportion of sites which pre-date 
1800, although low, is relatively high in 
comparison to most east Lancashire towns.  
This may be a reflection of the relative time 
depth of the Burnley area. 

As Burnley appears to have good time 
depth and does have a large number of 
listed buildings, the level of archaeological 

© Lancashire County Council 2005  14 



Lancashire Historic Town Survey  Burnley 

investigation undertaken in the town is 
much lower than might be expected.  Little 
archaeological work of any kind has been 
undertaken in the town and no below-
ground investigations have ever been 
carried out.  There was antiquarian interest 
in the area in the nineteenth century, but 
this seems to have been directed outwards 
towards the prehistoric remains on the 
surrounding moors (Waddington and 
Wilkinson 1886; Hall 1977, 4-5).  No 
evidence was found of any effort to record 
archaeological remains during twentieth-
century clearances and redevelopment, 
and it appears that it was not until the 
1980s that much interest was shown in the 
nineteenth-century housing development of 
Burnley (Lowe 1985, 46-7).  Much more 
interest was shown from the 1950s 
onwards in industrial remains, although no 
detailed survey exists for these other than 
for later coal industry remains (Nadin 
1997).  There are some brief histories of 
local mills, such as that for the Oak Mount 
Mill (Weavers’ Triangle Trust 1998), but 
little detailed work has been undertaken.  
There are also a number of relevant 
studies of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 
and representative examples of the town’s 
industrial heritage appear in a number of 
gazetteers of industrial sites (Ashmore 
1969 250-1; Ashmore 1982, 190-193).  
Even so, given the town’s important 
industrial heritage, the lack of a 
comprehensive survey of textile mills is 
notable and the lack of coverage of non-
textile industries, aside from coal mining, 
seriously hampers an appreciation of their 
contribution to Burnley’s development. 

There was no apparent upsurge in 
archaeological investigation during the 
1990s despite the appearance of Planning 
Policy Guidance Notes 15 (DoE and DNH 
1994) and 16 (DoE 1990).  These provide 
guidance for the carrying out of 
archaeological work ahead of development 
as a structured part of the planning 
process.  Whilst Burnley has not been a 
focus of widespread modern development, 
redevelopment of the town centre 
especially has taken place.  Bennett’s and 
Lowe’s historical reviews established the 
considerable time depth of the town and 
identified where the most archaeologically 

sensitive areas for pre-nineteenth-century 
remains were likely to be.  The large 
number of listed buildings confirms the 
importance of the town’s architectural 
heritage, and a number of these buildings 
have been refurbished or altered in recent 
years.  Hence the lack of recent 
archaeological investigation cannot be 
seen as a reflection of a lack of knowledge 
of the archaeological resource, or of a lack 
of opportunity afforded by development.  
The conclusion must be that in the past the 
local planning authority has paid little 
attention to the archaeological recording of 
below-ground remains or standing 
historical fabric ahead of redevelopment. 

Only one report on an archaeological 
recording event in Burnley, an impact 
assessment of redevelopment at the grade 
II listed Proctor’s Mill, is held by the LSMR.  
Produced in accordance with PPG15 
guidance, the report contains an 
unsynthesised historical description and an 
industrial archaeological assessment by 
Ian Gibson, Curator of Queen Street Mill 
Museum (Wilkins 1998). 
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4. HISTORICAL AND 
TOPOGRAPHICAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
4.1 Prehistoric  
There are no known prehistoric sites within 
the defined urban area for Burnley.  There 
have, however, been finds of prehistoric 
flint tools and Bronze Age burial mounds 
on the surrounding moors (Waddington and 
Wilkinson 1886). 

4.2 Romano-British 
Although it was believed in the nineteenth 
century that Burnley could have been a 
Roman civilian settlement (Whitaker 1876, 
156-7), only one Roman site has been 
recorded in the town.  This was the findspot 
of a hoard of third century coins (LSMR 
702) at Chaffer’s Yard in Adlington Road, 
on the east side of Church Street.  The 
hoard was found in a ‘much-decayed 
leather bag’ by workmen digging in the 
yard (Bennett 1946, 25).  Widespread 
Roman activity in the area may be 
indicated by numerous other coin finds in 
the vicinity of Burnley, such as at 
Castercliffe, Wheatley Lane and Greenfield 
(Bennett 1946, 25). 

There are no sources which might suggest 
that any Romano-British activity was 
military, and it is most likely that the finds 
relate to dispersed and as yet unlocated 
farmsteads. 

4.3 Post-Roman and early 
medieval 
The place name of Habergham, to the 
south of Burnley, is considered to be a 
derivation of Hēabeoringa and hamm, 
possibly meaning ‘the enclosure of the 
dwellers by Hēabeorh’, which is the Old 
English for mountain (Ekwall 1922, 83).  
The use of an ingaham element, and its 
possible occurrence at nearby Padiham 
(Mills 1976, 46, 90), has been taken as 
evidence of early Anglo-Saxon settlement 
in the vicinity (Hall 1977, 5).  However, 
most of the place names in the area are 

topographical, and probably reflect 
dispersed farming across the township. 

No documentary evidence for a settlement 
exists until the twelfth century, and the only 
archaeological evidence is the Paulinus or 
Godley Lane cross, which is approximately 
3m high with a mutilated wheel-head top.  
This has been recorded as being of pre-
Norman date (Waddington 1881, 90-4; 
Garstang 1906, 34), and its attribution as 
the Paulinus cross relates to local legend 
associating it with the preaching tours of St 
Paulinus in the seventh century.  However, 
from the plain, undecorated nature of the 
shaft, the cross is more likely to be early 
post-Conquest in origin, perhaps the 
original market cross erected in 1295 (Hall 
1977, 6).  It was moved to Godley Lane 
from the market place in the early 
seventeenth century when the new market 
cross was erected (Bennett 1946, 126).  It 
now stands in the garden of Burnley 
College, close to the later market cross, 
which is also not in situ. 

4.4 Medieval 
The name Burnley is first recorded in the 
eleventh century.  Over time, it appears 
with several variations: Brunley in 1154, 
Bronley in 1258, Brumley and Brunlaia in 
1292, Brunneley in 1311, and Burneley in 
1433 (Ekwall 1922, 83).  The name derives 
from the Old English elements Brun and 
ley, the latter meaning meadow or land 
cleared from woodland.  Brun is taken to 
mean either burn (stream) or brown, and is 
the name of the river beside which Burnley 
developed.  Medieval documents refer to 
land between the Swinden and Brown, the 
water of the Brown, and the Brig of Brown 
(Bennett 1946, 34). 

There was a church in Burnley from at least 
the early twelfth century (Farrer and 
Brownbill 1911, 442); in 1121 it formed part 
of the grant of Whalley Church to 
Pontefract Abbey.  At this time it was a 
dependent church of Whalley Abbey, and 
by 1296 it was described as a chapel only 
(Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 450).  It has 
been suggested that the church was 
originally founded by Edward the 
Confessor, to whose favourite saint (St 
Peter) the church is dedicated, and who 
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held the Hundred of Blackburn, of which 
Burnley formed a part (Bennett 1946, 114).  
However, there is no documentary 
evidence to support this claim.  The church 
stands in a loop of the River Brun and 
formed one of the foci of medieval 
settlement (Lowe 1985, 13).  None of its 
original medieval fabric survives above 
ground, as it was substantially rebuilt in the 
sixteenth century (Hall 1977, 8), with 
further rebuilding in the later eighteenth 
century (Bennett 1946, 114). 

A charter reference of 1122 to ‘the Church 
of Burnley’ indicates that Burnley was 
already a settlement of some importance in 
east Lancashire (Bennett 1946, 33).  It 
formed part of the extensive and ancient 
parish of Whalley (Croston 1889, 364-5) 
within the Hundred of Blackburn, and by 
the twelfth century was part of the de Lacy 
family’s Honor of Clitheroe.  The Honor 
was divided into seven manors in the 
twelfth century, including Ightenhill, which 
comprised the vills of Burnley, Habergham, 
Padiham, Briercliffe with Extwistle, Little 
Marsden, Worsthorne and Cliviger (Bennett 
1946, 56).  Burnley contained the estate of 
Heysandforth to the north-east, which was 
regarded as a manor in the thirteenth 
century, and part of which was reserved as 
chase (Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 443-4).  
The manor court was administered from 
Ightenhill manor house until the early 
sixteenth century (Bennett 1946, 59). 

Bennett claimed that there were five 
settlement foci during the medieval period 
in the area that later became the town of 
Burnley (Bennett 1946, 74).  These 
comprised an area around the church 
(known from the sixteenth century as Top 
o’ th’ Town), Brig or Bridge (Westgate), 
Healey, Fulledge, and Cowden (Coal 
Clough), the last three lying in the township 
of Habergham Eaves (Farrer and Brownbill 
1911, 454).  This seems unlikely as there is 
little evidence to demonstrate that these 
places represented anything other than 
isolated farms in the later medieval period, 
perhaps associated with a few dispersed 
holdings.  Cowden and Healey were 
scattered settlements, of which the more 
important farms were Pickop (now 
Greenhill), Healey Hall, belonging to Roger 
of Healey, and Ryland Hall (situated close 

to Healey Hall), belonging to Thomas of 
Ryland (Bennett 1946, 81).  Other large 
farms included Hesandford, first referenced 
in 1496 (Ekwall 1922, 83), which belonged 
to Oliver de Stansfield, Bank Hall, owned 
by John Whittaker and by 1440 the 
Woodruff family, and Fulledge itself, 
tenanted by John Ingham.  Amongst these 
settlements were a number of smaller 
farms and cottages, the names of whose 
tenants included John of the Lea, Thomas 
of the Lea and Margery of the Yate 
(Bennett 1947, 13).  Many of these farms, 
still in existence in the nineteenth century, 
appear to have had origins in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries (Ekwall 1922, 82-
4). 

Lowe argues for two nucleations, Top o’ th’ 
Town and Brig, with a grouping of farms 
along the later route of St James’s Street 
(1985, 13).  Both Brig and Top o’ th’ Town 
had their own common field systems and 
were clearly identifiable nucleations, but 
the putative grouping of farms along St 
James’s Street is not demonstrable as an 
area of medieval settlement as most of the 
farms identified by Lowe cannot be shown 
to have existed before the mid-sixteenth 
century.  The Brig, or Westgate, was 
centred on the bridge carrying the highway 
from Whalley (Lowe 1985, 13), and was 
dominated by Bridge End House which 
held one oxgang, a major share of the 
commonfields.  Other Westgate farms 
included Windle Farm, which also had a 
tannery, and Whittlefield (Bennett 1947, 11-
12). 

In 1311, there were ten oxgangs of 
common arable land shared amongst 
twelve customary tenants in Burnley.  
There were also seven freeholders, 
including the Towneley family, Oliver de 
Stansfield of Hesandford and the Abbot of 
Whalley (Bennett 1946, 68-73), who let 
some or all of their lands to tenants.  The 
main area of arable farming for inhabitants 
of Top o’ th’ Town was a commonfield to 
the east of the settlement known as 
Townfield, and accessed from Godley 
Lane.  Both Top o’ th’ Town and Brig had 
lost one commonfield each at an early 
date, when they were granted as freehold 
land (Bennett 1946, 77), although the 
remaining commonfield at Top o’ th’ Town 
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was still farmed as such in 1450.  There 
was also enclosed land held by twelve 
cottars as tenants at will.  

The vast majority of land within the vill of 
Burnley was waste, however. Such areas 
included Saxifield, Turf Moor, The Ridge, 
Burnley Wood, Broadhead, Thornhill, 
Ightenhill Ridge, The Royds and Meanfield.  
As well as common grazing, these areas 
were exploited for timber, turf, coal and 
stone (Bennett 1946, 86).  Over time the 
commons gradually became enclosed, 
particularly in areas directly around the 
hamlets, where land was taken for building.  
For example, in 1421, William of Colne 
rented a parcel of waste ‘lying between the 
Crosslache and the water of Brown’ 
(Bennett 1946, 87), and William Milner paid 
a rent of ½d per year for land for a forge in 
1399 (Bennett 1947, 12). 

A corn mill was first erected in Burnley 
around 1290, and was rebuilt in 1342.  The 
mill, known as King’s Mill and later often as 
the Old Soke Mill, was in Bridge Street 
(Bennett 1946, 91).  It was farmed out to 
the Towneleys and later leased to the 
Shuttleworths, before becoming a private 
business in the late eighteenth century.  
Woollen cloth production was present in 
Burnley from the medieval period, and a 
fulling mill was first erected in 1296 (Farrer 
and Brownbill 1911, 443), probably on the 
riverbank to the south of the church and 
behind the New Sparrow Hawk Inn 
(Bennett 1946, 93).  This was one of only 
three fulling mills known in Lancashire at 
this period (Bennett 1947, 84). 

At around the same time, in 1294, Burnley 
was granted a weekly market and a three-
day annual fair (Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 
443).  In 1295 a market cross was erected 
at the junction of Church Street and Godley 
Lane (now Ormerod Road) by the lord of 
the manor, Henry de Lacy, the cost of 
which was detailed in an account roll 
(Whitaker 1876, 174).  The location of the 
market beside the church was a particular 
medieval feature and may have symbolic 
as well as practical considerations (Tupling 
1946, 1-2; Crosby 1998, 48).  It occurs 
elsewhere in Lancashire as at Lancaster, 
Preston (Crosby 1998, 48), Poulton-le-
Fylde (Tupling 1946, 2) and at nearby 

Padiham (Egerton Lea 2002).  De Lacy 
evidently saw Burnley as a place of 
potential, as it lay at the crossroads of 
major routes from Whalley to Yorkshire, 
and from Yorkshire to Bury, Rochdale and 
Manchester. 

Burnley was primarily an agricultural 
community, but by 1300 the establishment 
of the market and the presence of a cloth 
industry would have led to growth and an 
occupational diversity in the settlement.  A 
recent archaeological survey of 
Lancashire’s medieval towns states that 
Burnley, along with Blackburn, was 
‘arguably not urban in character’ (White 
1996, 127); this is certainly debatable, and 
there is good reason to assume that 
Burnley was emerging as an urban entity in 
the later medieval period. 

The success of the market and fair soon 
led to by-employment for many of the 
inhabitants of Burnley, and in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries there are 
references to butchers, bakers and 
alehouse keepers, whose names indicate 
that they were also millers, fullers, tanners, 
smiths, tailors and masons (Bennett 1946, 
100-1).  Tanneries are first referenced in 
the fifteenth century, such as that of John 
of Windle, in Sandygate, in 1424 and 
Richard the Walker, who was granted land 
for a tan yard near the fulling mill in 1440 
(Bennett 1946, 101), which may have been 
the tannery still in existence south of the 
church in 1848.  Roger the Smith had a 
house and built a smithy near the market 
cross in 1440, and his neighbours who built 
houses included Roger Dickson, Adam and 
John Dawson, and Robert Hitchson 
(Bennett 1947, 6).  Most of this new build 
was concentrated around the church and 
the market, in the area known as Top o’ th’ 
Town.   

It is estimated that the population grew by 
over 40% during the fifteenth century, 
perhaps reaching about 1200 in the early 
sixteenth century (Hall 1977, 8).  Most of 
these people were copyholders living in the 
nucleated settlement around the church 
and in the established settlements 
surrounding it, or in more recent small 
farms enclosed out of the commons.  It was  
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possibly during the sixteenth century that 
the nucleated settlement of Burnley Wood 
formed in Habergham township.  This had 
ten farms in 1527 (Bennett 1947, 51) and 
sixteen in 1617 (MA L1/47/3). 

Most of the inhabitants were customary 
tenants of the manor of Ightenhill, with 
shares in commonfields spread across the 
township, and large areas of waste and 
common grazing land between.  Burnley 
Wood was certainly an identifiable discrete 
settlement by the early seventeenth 
century, and is referenced in a number of 
contemporary deeds and surveys (MA 
L1/51/5/5; L1/47/3).  The high price of 
leases around this time indicates that land 
was at a premium and there was little 
available to absorb further increases in 
population.  In the first half of the sixteenth 
century there were only two agreed 
enclosures from the waste, but there were 
eleven encroachments, mostly of very 
small plots (Bennett 1947, 36-8).  The 
number of people living in cottages with 
little or no land attached would have 
encouraged by-employment in small-scale 
industry. 

4.5 Post-medieval 
By the sixteenth century Burnley was the 
market centre for its local area, and within 
a Lancashire context would have been 
considered a town (Crosby 1994).  It was 
expanding rapidly, and by 1550 the 
population was around 1200.  Within the 
Burnley and Habergham Eaves townships, 
many of the existing medieval farmsteads 
had been enlarged and rebuilt more 
substantially, such as Danes House, 

Hesandford and Fulledge House (Bennett 
1947, 43), and other new farms had been 
established, such as Coal Clough House in 
Cowden, Palace House, Hollingreave, 
Hood House, Whittaker Farm and 
Rosegrove (Bennett 1947, 52, 56, 71; 
Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 467).  At Top o’ 
th’ Town, settlement had expanded, and 
included an inn next to the market cross.  
This was the Sparrow Hawk, originating 
around the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, built on land next to the medieval 
smithy.  It was bought by the Towneleys in 
1586, from whom it probably acquired its 
name, as the sparrow hawk was their 
badge (Bennett 1947, 44).  A second inn, 
the Talbot (originally the Parker Arms), was 
established in the seventeenth  

Plate 2:  Burnley Wood in 1842 
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Plate 3:  The Old Houses in the market place, 
Top o’ th’ Town.  Probably seventeenth century
in origin 
entury.  The number of other buildings 
ad grown (Hall 1977, 8), with a row of 
hops, two houses and a lean-to erected 
etween the market cross and the church, 
robably the result of the permanent siting 
f market stalls.  Indeed, they may have 
ormed part of the first Market House (Hall 
977, 12-13).  It has been postulated that 
ne of the houses, known as the Cross 
ouse, was the home of chantry priests, 
nd the nearby Cross Chamber was 
robably one of the early homes of a 
hantry school (Bennett 1947, 44). 
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Alongside the inns, other trades and small-
scale industries grew and diversified.  By 
the mid-seventeenth century these 
included butchers, bakers, pastry cooks, 
drapers, mercers, tanners, shoemakers, 
glovers, masons, carpenters, slaters, 
glaziers, plasterers and paviers (Bennett 
1947, 82-3), and by 1700 also included a 
general shopkeeper and grocer.  Many of 
these trades served visitors to the town, but 
it is evident from those engaged in the 
building trade that there was a flourishing 
market in new building.  The woollen 
industry also became increasingly 
important to Burnley’s economy, 
particularly as the population grew, creating 
a surplus of labour which could not be 
 

 
Plate 4:  The Tudor House, Church Street. 
Part of Burnley’s early post-medieval growt
Burnley continued to grow in importance 
throughout the seventeenth century, and in 
1617 the market was extended and six 
annual cattle fairs established (Bennett 
1947, 80).  A new cross was erected in the 
market place and the cross of 1295 moved 
to the far end of Godley Lane, perhaps 
demarcating the extended market area 
(Lowe 1985, 13).  The success of the 
market and fairs led to further growth, 
principally on common pastureland around 
the existing settlements.  In particular, 
building took place in the area around Bank 
Parade, known as The Royds, which had 
been enclosed and settled from the 
fifteenth century (Bennett 1947, 9), and 
along St James’s Street, which was the 
lowest part of Burnley Moor (Bennett 1947, 
174).  Between these two areas was The 
Green, an area set aside for archery 
practice from the late fourteenth century 
(Bennett 1946, 87) and which does not 
seem to have been developed until the 
beginning of the nineteenth century (see 
p32). 

Development was partly stimulated by the 
growing demand for hospitality, and a 
number of inns were established between 
the bridge at Westgate and the church.  
Some of these, such as the Hall, the Thorn 
and the Old Red Lion, had begun as farms 
(Lowe 1985, 13), but took on the role of 
hostelries as Burnley became more 
urbanised.  In 1635, 25 people in Burnley 
were licensed to sell ale (Bennett 1947, 81; 
1949, 73-4). 

employed in farming (Hall 1977, 8).  

There were still considerable areas of 
common grazing land in Burnley at the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, 
covering around 1,934 statute acres 
(Bennett 1947, 173).  However, James I, 
who was also the lord of the Honor of 
Clitheroe, brought about the enclosure of 
all the commons in Burnley between 1617 
and 1622.  This benefited the larger 
landowners, whose farms became more 
profitable, but placed extra burdens on the 
small farmers, who had to fence and 
manure their own fields without the 
economies of scale (Bennett 1947, 180).  
This would inevitably have led to many 
seeking alternative or additional income, 
particularly through the textile industry, and 
by 1650 many inhabitants were employed 
full time as handloom weavers either in 
their own homes or in loomshops (Bennett 
1947, 253).  The township would still have 
been relatively self-sufficient, although 
there was an export trade in cattle as well 
as woollen and linen goods, and imports of 
non-local produce such as sugar, salt and 
luxuries (Bennett 1949, 6).  Burnley was 
regarded as a small market town at a 
national level by this time (Farrer and 
Brownbill 1911, 442); in the nineteenth 
century it was considered ‘ancient’ (Corry 
1825, 314).  

From the seventeenth century a number of 
weavers, spinners, dyers and cardmakers 
are named (Bennett 1947, 86-7).  These 
people would have worked on farms, in 
rooms above shops and inns and in 
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specially built houses with loomshops 
above or to the rear.  In particular, the 
introduction of worsted cloth manufacture 
to the area meant that Burnley became a 
centre of the wool-combing industry (Hall 
1977, 14). 

Although many of the cloth workers were 
independent, the presence of clothiers, 
such as Richard Sagar of Coal Clough 
House in 1641, demonstrates that there 
were employers of weavers working in 
loomshops, some on a large scale (Bennett 
1947, 88).  Linen cloth production also 
appears to have been an industry of 
significance at this time; a number of linen 
weavers are recorded, although little else is 
known about them.  Of the fifteen weavers 
buried in Burnley between 1653 and 1660, 
seven were engaged in the linen industry 
(Bennett 1947, 89).  The close relationship 
between woollen cloth production and linen 
in the pre-industrial period has been 
established elsewhere in Lancashire 
(Higham 1998, 7-8).  Retting pool systems 
may have been associated with the 
watercourse for the fulling mills. 

There are very few remaining handloom 
weavers’ houses in Burnley, particularly in 
comparison to Blackburn.  There are 
possible surviving examples at Burnley 
Lane Head, at the northern end of Burnley, 
and at Cop Row to the east of Burnley 
Lane Head.  This settlement probably owes 
its origins in part to weaving and in part to 
quarrying.  It was certainly in existence by 
1786 (Harley 1967, 46).  Another likely 
early weaving colony is Cheapside, a 
roadside settlement on the Padiham Road.  
At least partially in existence in 1786 
(Harley 1967, 46), by 1842 this consisted of 
a row of houses with ancillary buildings – 
possibly loomshops – to the rear (LRO 
DRB 1/90).  Treacle Row was in existence 
by 1819 (Bennett 1949, 281), and may 
have comprised weavers’ cottages built by 
the clothiers living in Coal Clough House.  
Many of the wealthier landowners acted as 
clothiers, including Richard Sagar at Coal 
Clough House, Richard Tattersall of 
Piccop, Henry Haworth of Yatefield, and 
the Woodruffs of Bank Hall (Bennett 1947, 
88). 

 

 

 

A
i
B
n
T
g
a
s
p
t
m

C
s
s
e
d
p
t
y
9
i
t
t
t
1
r
C
H
2
w
a
c
T
o
a
t
c

B
p

© Lancashire County Council 2005  
Plate 5:  Handloom weavers’ cottages at Burnley 
Lane Head 
lthough clothworking was clearly an 
mportant source of employment (see 
ennett 1949, Appendix 1), a larger 
umber of people worked in manufacturing.  
hese included shoemakers, hatters, 
unsmiths, coopers, blacksmiths, turners 
nd tailors, who would have worked from 
mall workshops and sold directly to the 
ublic.  This emphasises the importance of 
rade in Burnley’s prosperity in the post-
edieval period. 

oal mining grew during the sixteenth and 
eventeenth centuries, to become a 
ignificant industry (MA L1/51/5/5), 
xpanding from a situation where tenants 
ug coal and limestone for their own use as 
art of their manorial rights, to one where 
he rights were leased for fixed terms of 
ears in return for rents (Bennett 1947 94, 
7).  Coal was mined from several places 

n Burnley, particularly from the Ridge to 
he east of the town, from Broadhead Moor 
o the north and west, and from an area to 
he south around Coal Clough (Bennett 
947, 90-1).  Most mines were shafts 
ather than drift mines.  The Fulledge 
olliery was opened in about 1720 by 
enry Blackmore of Fulledge House (Nadin 
000, 76-9).  The shaft was 16 yards deep, 
ith a drainage shaft sunk some distance 
way.  A waterwheel and endless bucket 
hain removed the water from the mine.  
here were also mines close to the centre 
f Burnley, in the croft behind the Bull Inn 
nd near to Hammerton Street.  By 1800, 
here were more than a dozen pits in the 
entre of Burnley alone (Hall 1977, 15). 

y the beginning of the post-medieval 
eriod, the church had become very 
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dilapidated.  Plans for its restoration were 
drawn up in 1525, and it was substantially 
rebuilt in 1532 (MA L1/51/5/5; Wilkinson 
1855, 2).  Only the lower part of the tower 
and the south aisle were not rebuilt, but the 
latter was replaced in 1789 (Whitaker 1876, 
158).  The chantry school, which would 
have been run by one or more of the 
priests associated with the church’s chantry 
chapels, continued as a private school 
following the dissolution of these chapels 
during the Reformation.  It had been 
intended to set up a school independent of 
the church in the early 1530s, when the 
church was rebuilt.  This never 
materialised, however, and it was not until 
1559 that the Grammar School was 
established (MA L1/55/2/5) and finally took 
over from the private school (Wilkinson 
1855, 18), funded by endowments of land 
in the Burnley area (Bennett 1947, 139). 

The original Grammar School was probably 
held in the building used by the former 
chantry school, which was probably the 
chantry house built in 1469 by the 
Towneley family, and which stood in the 
north-west part of the churchyard (Bennett 
1947, 139).  In 1602, John Towneley built a 
new schoolhouse for the Grammar School 
(MA L1/55/2/5; Lowe 1977, 9), on the site 
of the chantry house (Farrer and Brownbill 
1911, 453).  The top floor housed the 
school, whilst the ground floor was let to a 
tenant.  This building was used until 1693, 
when it was abandoned and another 
schoolhouse built on Bank Parade 
(Wilkinson 1855, 18). 

The factory system was introduced into 
Burnley during the eighteenth century.  
This was mainly for woollen production, 
and one of the earliest factories was 
probably a dyehouse for woollen cloth built 
by the Halsteads at Westgate in 1736, and 
which became a fulling mill in 1741, when a 
replacement dyehouse was built on the 
other side of the River Calder (Bennett 
1949, 81; Hall 1977, 14).  Both the old and 
new dyehouses are shown on a map of 
1742, relating to a land dispute (Hall 1977, 
15).  Woollen cloth manufacture continued 
until the end of the eighteenth century, and 
in 1792 there were four worsted 
manufacturers and one worsted and 
woollen.   

However, there were also nine cotton 
manufacturers (Bennett 1949, 168).  There 
was a concentration of worsted and 
woollen manufacturing on either side of the 
River Brun, around Keighley Green and the 
Bridge Street and Water Street areas.  One 
of the largest woollen cloth factories was 
the Dandy Shop in Massey Street, which 
had around 300 dandy looms, but there 
was also a weaving shop at the Sun Inn, 
Bridge Street, and a water-driven worsted 
spinning mill built about 1780 close to the 
bridge over the Brun. 

The area around the river began to be 
developed for cotton mills, particularly 
towards the end of the eighteenth century 
(Bennett 1947, 175-7).  These early 
factories were dependent on water power, 
and the restricted sites meant that they 
were usually small, plain buildings 
(Timmins 1996, 27).  From c1790, with the 
introduction of the steam engine into 
Burnley factories, the number of mills grew, 
and by 1830 there were 32 steam engines 
in the town (Hall 1977, 14).  Before 1800, 
Henry Crook established a factory at the 
King’s Mill corn mill by Henry Crook, which 
was later known as Keighley Green Cotton 
Mill (OS 1851, 1:1056).  Crook also 
established a brewery to the north of the 
cotton mill (Bennett 1949, 176).  Another 
cotton spinning and weaving mill was built 
on Bank Street by Webster Fishwick before 
1800 (Bennett 1949, 178), although its 
exact location is unknown.  The 
Clubhouses area in Westgate, between 
Calder Street and Brown Street, was also 
an early area of factory development, with 
three spinning mills and a warehouse 
amongst planned streets of back-to-back 
houses and courtyard development 
(Bennett 1949, 179).  On the western 
boundary of Habergham Eaves township, 
at Lowerhouses, two water-powered cotton 
mills were started in 1795, leading to the 
development of a distinct industrial 
community (Ashmore 1982, 193).  In 1807, 
although there were still woollen factories 
in Burnley, the cotton industry had become 
the most important and was ‘fully and 
extensively established in this town’ 
(Bayley and Britton 1807, 144). 

The growth in population associated with 
the increasing industrial development 
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attracted Nonconformist preachers to the 
town.  Members of a Wesleyan Methodist 
Society are recorded in 1763 (Bennett 
1949, 307), and the first Wesleyan chapel 
was built in 1787 on Keighley Green 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 89).  The Baptists were 
present and preaching in the area from 
1760, and their earliest chapel was built in 
1767 to the north of Burnley at Haggate 
(Bennett 1949, 311).  In 1786, the Baptists 
bought land at Rake Head and an 
Ebenezer Chapel was built (Bennett 1949, 
312).  Further construction of 
Nonconformist chapels and Anglican 
churches did not take place until the early 
nineteenth century.  However, a number of 
Sunday schools were opened in the 1780s 
and 1790s.  St Peter’s church established a 
Sunday school in 1787, held in a house in 
Dawson Square, the founder of which 
moved to Lowerhouse and founded 
another school in 1798.  A Roman Catholic 
Sunday school was opened in 1798, 
although it was to be almost another twenty 
years before St Mary’s church was opened 
(Bennett 1949, 321). 

By the middle of the eighteenth century 
Burnley was clearly a small market town, 
with a burgeoning textile industry and 
associated trades.  From around 1780, the 
introduction of cotton manufacture led to a 
rapid increase in the growth of the town, 
with the population more than doubling 
between 1801 and 1821 (Lowe 1985, 29).  
This rapid growth was noted by 
contemporaries.  In 1807 it was remarked 
of Burnley that ‘this place, like many of the 
Lancashire towns, has experienced a 
prodigious augmentation in its houses and 
population, within the last fifty years’ 
(Bayley and Britton 1807, 144).  Rogerson 
noted in 1818 that Burnley was ‘a populous 
and thriving market town’ which had largely 
been built in the previous three decades 
(111).  Much of this expansion was likely to 
have been a result of Burnley becoming a 
port on the canal.  It was in Burnley in 1768 
that a meeting was held which led to the 
proposal to Parliament for a Yorkshire and 
Lancashire canal (Clarke 1990, 59).  
Although the first section of the canal, in 
Yorkshire, was completed in 1777, the 
Burnley sections were not opened until 
1796 and 1801. 

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal appears to 
have taken a considerable deviation to 
pass to the south of Burnley.  This clearly 
indicates that linking the town to the canal 
was considered important, sufficiently so to 
warrant substantial investment in the major 
engineering projects which enabled the 
canal to take this route.  Major features of 
the canal in Burnley included the Gannow 
Tunnel and the Burnley embankment 
(Ashmore 1969, 166; Townend 1999, 80).   
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Plate 6:  Detail of the proposed route of the
Leeds and Liverpool Canal in 1792 
ot only was Burnley the most significant 
ettlement between Colne and Blackburn, 
ut it also lay at the centre of the Burnley 
oal Basin.  It was coal above all that 
ppears to have brought the canal to 
urnley, as made graphically clear on a 
792 map of the proposed canal route that 
hows Burnley surrounded by coal-
roducing areas (PRO RAIL 846).  The 
anal became the principal factor in 
urnley’s early nineteenth century growth 
nd wealth (Smith 1970).  In 1818 it was 
onsidered that the canal bode well for a 
ontinuing increase in the town’s trade and 
rosperity (Rogerson 1818, 111). 

rom the seventeenth century the town 
as governed as part of the parish, through 
 Vestry Committee, but as Burnley grew 
his became increasingly inadequate (Hall 
977, 11, 22).  In 1819 an Act of 
arliament was obtained in order to set up 
 governing body to ‘control the watching, 

ighting, cleansing and general regulation of 
he town’, comprising a chief and deputy 
onstables and sixteen Commissioners  
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chosen from among the townspeople 
(Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 447).  A 
circular boundary three-quarters of a mile 
around the town centre was drawn to 
define the limits of the Police 
Commissioners’ authority.  A further 
Improvement Act was passed in 1846, 
which increased the number of police 
commissioners to sixty. 

Within the defined administrative circle 
there were two major settlement 
nucleations, the town of Burnley and the 
canalside settlement of Lane Bridge, which 
had developed on either side of the canal 
at Healey between 1796 and 1818 (Harley 
1967, 46; Greenwood 1818).  The town 
consisted of the medieval settlement nuclei 
of Brig and Top o’ th’ Town, joined by the 
post-medieval developments along St 
James’s Street.  Also within the circle were 
the small post-medieval hamlet of Burnley 
Wood and an array of isolated farms, many 
of medieval origin such as Daneshouse, 
Fulledge, Hollingreave and Healey (Grant 
1887 map).  Largely beyond the perimeter 
of the Police Commissioners’ authority but 
still within the LEUS urban area defined for 
Burnley were other farms and a series of 
small settlement nucleations, including 
Burnley Lane End and Ridge.  These were 
industrial workers’ settlements, primarily for 
handloom weavers, established in the 
eighteenth century (Harley 1967, 46).  
Finally there was Lowerhouses, a mill-
workers’ colony that had developed 
following the establishment of factories in 
the vicinity in 1795. 

4.6 Industrial and modern: the 
settlement pattern in the early 
nineteenth century 
Population growth and development 
During the nineteenth century the 
population of Burnley increased nearly 
twenty-five-fold, from 3918 in 1801 to 
97,043 people in 1901.  However, the 
increase was relatively steady throughout 
that period, with most decades seeing a 
population increase of around 40%.  At the 
end of the nineteenth century, it was 
remarked that ‘it was not till the beginning 
of the present century that Burnley began 

to rise above the level of a country market 
town, known in the immediate 
neighbourhood for its fairs, and a little 
further afield for its springs of mineral 
waters, good for stone and gravel’ 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 1). 

There was an increase in the development 
of textile factories, especially for cotton, 
and of housing to accommodate the influx 
of textile workers.  In 1807 it was stated 
that ‘the cotton manufacture, in all its 
branches, is now fully and extensively 
established in this town.  A few fulling mills 
for the woollen trade are still supported 
here: and on the two rivers in the 
immediate vicinity are corn mills, fulling 
mills, a mill for grinding woods & c for the 
dyers and several cotton factories’ (Bayley 
and Britton 1807, 144).  Most development 
was unplanned, with houses, workshops, 
warehouses, shops and stores built in the 
yards and gardens of existing buildings 
(Bennett 1949, 201, 206-7).  As well as 
infilling areas of existing settlement, there 
was new development along the River 
Calder north of the River Brun (Grant 1887, 
map; BL yellow 1), and along the canal. 

Top o’ th’ Town and Church Street 
The area of Burnley which probably 
changed the least in the early nineteenth 
century was the area around St Peter’s 
Church, which had been the main centre of 
medieval settlement.  Most of the buildings 
in the area of the church, and over Burnley 
Higher Bridge, in Fenkin Street (now part of 
Church Street), were considered to be ‘very 
old’ by 1800, including the Talbot and 
Sparrowhawk Inns, Dawson Square to the 
north of the River Brun, and cottages along 
Shorey Street (Bennett 1949, 207).  Apart 
from small-scale infilling, the main changes 
were the enclosure of the churchyard in 
1807, the demolition of the chantry house 
in 1814 (Wilkinson 1855, 18), and the 
replacement of all the buildings in Dawson 
Square by ‘upstairs and downstairs’ 
dwellings in 1820, presumably as a 
response to increased housing needs.  
Also on the far side of the river, Brown Hill 
house was built in 1819.  Further south, 
near to the Grammar School, and on the 
same side of the river, terraced houses 
were built in the 1820s (Bennett 1949, 
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218).  At the south end of the churchyard, 
St Peter’s National School was established 
in 1828 (Kneeshaw 1897, 108). 

 

 

Hill Top and Fulledge areas 

The area between the south end of Church 
Street and the canal was known as Hill 
Top, and had become dominated by 
factories by the 1840s (OS 1:10,560 1844).  
Up to 1800, it had contained mainly 
individual large houses, such as Scar 
House and Whittaker’s, which appears to 
have been sixteenth century in origin 
(Bennett 1949, 208).  The earliest factory 
development was Scar Top Mill, built in 
1787 as a woollen mill but later used for 
cotton spinning.  This was joined by Hill 
Top cotton mill in 1820, Rishton cotton mill 
after 1830, and a corn mill in c1838 
(Bennett 1949, 180, 197), all adjacent to 
the canal. 

 

 

Workers’ housing was built off Church 
Street and Gunsmith Lane, and in 1851 
much of this was still back-to-back (OS 
1851 1:1,056).  To the south of Gunsmith 
Lane, which defined a triangular area along 
with Yorkshire Street and Church Street, 
was a small area originally comprising a 
field and some cottages, which was 
developed from the 1830s onwards.  The 
Yorkshire Hotel (Nadin 2000, 64) was built 
in 1835, on the site of an older house 
known as New House.  A Baptist chapel 
was also built in that year, five years after 
the establishment of a Sunday school there 
(Bennett 1949, 313, 322).  By the mid-
1840s Well Hall Brewery, later the Keirby 
Brewery, was established (OS 1851 
1:1056).  In Yorkshire Street, alias 
Eastgate Street, to the east of the canal, 
development was less intensive, with small 
groups of back-to-back housing for workers 
at Spring Garden Mill (Bennett 1949, 181), 
and the brickfield and limekilns on the north 
side of the road.  To the south lay Fulledge 
Colliery (Nadin 2000, 76-9), established in 
about 1720, a ropewalk in existence by 
1844 (OS 1848 1:10,560), and the private 
Burnley subscription baths, which opened 
c1840 (Bennett 1949, 92; OS 1851 
1:1056). 

Plate 7:  St Peter’s Churchyard 

Pickup Croft 
South of Yorkshire Street and west of the 
canal was Pickup Croft, an area which 
started to develop in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, probably because of its 
proximity to the canal.  A corn mill was one 
of the earliest developments, built beside 
the canal in 1809.  In 1846 it became a 
cotton mill, and later a foundry (Bennett 
1949, 197).  By the 1840s there were also 
two Pilling Field Mills, one for cotton and 
one for flour, which later became a cotton 
mill (OS 1848 1:10560).  The houses built 
on Pickup Street, Croft Street, Aqueduct 
Street, Fulledge Street and Basket Street 
were almost all back-to-back cottages.  The 
area also had a number of timber yards by 
mid-century. 

Salford and Bank House areas 
 

Much of the area which lay to the west of 
St Peter’s Church and on the north side of 

©

Plate 8:  Early nineteenth-century houses in
Engine Street, Hill Top, prior to twentieth-
century ‘slum’ clearance 
the River Brun was owned by the Church 
and had remained largely as open farmland 
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until 1819, when an Act of Parliament was 
passed allowing Church land to be leased 
out (Bennett 1949, 218).  Development 
appears to have commenced very soon 
afterwards, as ten blocks of largely back-to-
back properties had been built there by 
1827 (BL yellow 1).  The area was known 
as The Royds.  Bank House Farm had lain 
there from the fifteenth century, and was 
used as the Parsonage from 1732 (Bennett 
1947, 9; Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 445).  
Land was let in small parcels, so that by 
the 1840s Parker Street was the main road 
across the area, with back-to-back houses 
leading off it, and large areas of open land 
between (OS 1851 1:1056).  Bankfield Mill 
lay at the western end of this area.  It had 
begun as a small cotton factory in 1820, 
built by William Hopwood and William 
Pollard (Bennett 1949, 178), whilst nearby 
Salford Mill had opened in 1823.  Back-to-
back workers’ houses, many of which were 
described as ‘small ugly cottages’ (Bennett 
1949, 219), were built in Royle Road, 
Vernon Street, Sidney Street, Cable Street 
and Chalk Street.  In 1822 a new 
workhouse opened on Royle Road 
(Mannex 1855, 414). 

Bridge Street, Keighley Green and 
Wapping areas 

South of the Bank House area, in a bend of 
the River Brun and on its north bank, was 
Keighley Green, which had remained open 
until the eighteenth century as the site of 
the town’s archery butts (see also p25).  
The southern edge of this area, from the 
corn mill eastwards along the bank of the 
Brun, began to be developed with cotton 
factories in the late eighteenth century, and 
in the first half of the nineteenth century 
development expanded along the river.  
For example, in 1830 Parsonage Mill filled 
a gap between the riverbank, the Dandy 
loom shop factory in Massey Street and the 
Wesleyan Chapel (Bennett 1949, 177).  
The latter became the new magistrates’ 
court in 1840. 

Workers’ housing was also built, 
comprising almost exclusively back-to-back 
dwellings, in Park Street, Roper Street, 
Charles Street and Edward Street (OS 
1851 1:1056).  South of the River Brun and 
to the east of Bridge Street was an area of 

dense development known as Wapping.  
The area had begun to develop in the post-
medieval period, with shops and inns 
extending along St James’s Street.  Behind 
the buildings fronting onto Blucher Street 
were a series of lanes, including Cannon 
Street, Water Street, Hall Street, Roberts 
Square and Townson’s Street, with closely 
packed courts, cellar dwellings and back-
to-back housing (Bennett 1949, 212-3; OS 
1851 1:1056).  Although some of the earlier 
houses were of reasonable quality, many 
having been built for handloom weavers 
and occupied by artisans and tradesmen 
(Hall 1977, 18), poorer quality dwellings 
infilled spaces as factories developed in 
Keighley Green and Bridge Street, and it 
became an area of taverns and 
beerhouses (Nadin 2000). 

St James’s Street 
St James’s Street had become the 
commercial centre of Burnley by 1800.  
Soon after this it was decided to move the 
market place there from its original site  

Plate 9:  View along St James’s Street in 1856 

opposite the church (Bennett 1949, 356).  
A market hall was later built on land behind 
the Thorn Inn (Lowe 1985, 41).  The area 
around the new market, both to the south 
and the east, was a grid of small streets 
filled with back-to-back houses, courtyard 
housing and workshop developments 
(Bennett 1949, 224; OS 1851 1:1056).   

St James’s Street itself was a mixture of 
private houses and shops, with a large 
number of inns and public houses.  The 
south side of St James’s Street was similar 
to the market area, with narrow streets 
leading off it and the spaces between filled 
with unplanned courtyard developments 
(OS 1851 1:1056).  Around St James’s 
Row were ‘several low-built shops’ 
(Bennett 1949, 224), and a spinning mill 
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built in the early 1820s (Baines 1824).  
Coal Street, which paralleled St James’s 
Row, was so named because it led to a 
coal pit in the Bull Croft (Bennett 1949, 
224), an indication of how close pits were 
to the town centre.  To the rear of the 
development on the south side of St 
James’s Street was the Wesleyan 
Methodist Chapel, built in 1840 as a 
successor to the Keighley Green chapel 
(Bennett 1949, 310). 

Newtown and South Parade 

At the east end of St James’s Street, on its 
south side, was an area known as the 
Meadows, where cattle were grazed before 
being sold at market, up until the early 
nineteenth century.  By 1820 this area had 
begun to be developed for factories and 
housing.  By about 1825, Goodham Hill Mill 
had been built at the northern end and 
Newtown Mill to the south (Lowe 1985, 
117-8).  South of the latter was the Cow 
Lane cotton factory, built c1830 next to the 
River Calder; this was later converted to 
Proctor’s Iron Foundry (Lowe 1985, 90).  
Amongst these factories many workers’ 
cottages were erected, which were still 
back-to-back properties in the 1890s (OS 
1895 1:2500).  Further south along the 
Calder, close to South Parade (later 
Manchester Road) and the wharves and 
warehouses along the canal, were larger 
middle-class houses belonging to factory 
owners, as well as some workers’ cottages.  
The most notable of the larger houses was 
Nelson House, built around 1820. 

Westgate 

As one of the older areas of settlement in 
Burnley, originating as Brig in the medieval 
period, this area had a number of larger 
houses which were built or rebuilt on earlier 
foundations in the early nineteenth century, 
such as Bridge End House and the home 
of William Hopwood (later the Plane Tree 
Inn).  The Westgate area was already a 
centre of woollen cloth processing, with a 
dyehouse and a fulling mill established 
north of Westgate along the River Calder in 
the early eighteenth century.  From the end 
of the eighteenth century cotton cloth 
manufacturers began to establish factories 
there, the first being Peel Mill in 1790, 
which burnt down not long after, in 1797.  

The mill was replaced by weavers’ 
cottages, with weaving cellars and lofts and 
upper-floor taking-in doors (Lowe 1985, 
118).  Soon after, around 1800, the Calder 
Vale printworks were established to the 
north of Westgate by Peel, Yates & Co.  
The area on the north side of Westgate, 
between Calder Street and Brown Street, 
was known as the Clubhouses, an area of 
mixed factories and workers’ houses built 
by the Hall Union Club in the late 
eighteenth century in two rectangular 
blocks around a central service alley 
(Chapples 1992, 9; OS 1951 1:1056).  
These were some of the earliest planned 
houses in Burnley (Bennett 1949, 217).  To 
the west of the printworks, barracks were 
built after 1844 (OS 1848 1:10,560) but 
before 1848 for the Regiment of Militia, 
known as the 5th Royal Lancashire Militia 
(OS 1851 1:1056).  Past authors have 
stated that the barracks were erected in 
1854, the Burnley Militia having been 
formed the previous year (Kneeshaw 1897, 
138). 

Sandygate 

The Burnley Iron Works, one of the town’s 
largest foundries, had been established at 
Sandygate by the early nineteenth century 
(Lowe 1985, 112).  Cotton mills, at first for 
spinning and soon after for weaving, were 
established around Westgate and south-
westwards along Sandygate throughout the 
first half of the nineteenth century.  These 
included Sandygate (later Clock Tower) 
Mill, Caledonia Mill and Oakmount Mill, all 
in existence before 1850.  The mills were 
built because of the proximity of the canal, 
and other cotton factories and an iron 
foundry were established along the canal 
by 1848 (OS 1848 1:10,560).  Houses for 
mill workers were also established in this 
area, including The Ginnel, a long row of 
houses along Sandygate (Bennett 1949, 
220), and Slaters Terrace, later 
incorporated into a warehouse belonging to 
Sandygate Mill. 

 

 

Trinity Church and the Barracks 

The area west of Westgate, around the 
junction of the Padiham and Accrington 
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Roads, was first developed in 1819, 
following the construction of military 
barracks in that year.  The barracks were 
built for cavalry as a response to civil 
unrest caused by economic distress in the 
town (Kneeshaw 1897, 138; Bennett 1951, 
230-1), a troop of cavalry having been first 
based in Burnley to quell any revolutionary 
sedition in 1797 (Lowe 1985, 41).   

Although it was described as unneeded 
and empty by 1824 (Baines 1824, 567), it 
remained garrisoned until 1884, when it 
became the depot for the East Lancashire 
Regiment (Kneeshaw 1897, 138).  Public 
houses were built to serve the barracks, 
and the Garrison Hotel, the Barracks 
Tavern and the Angel Inn were all probably 
in existence by the end of the 1830s (OS 
1848 1:10,560; Nadin 2000, 3-4, 28).  At 
the Westgate end of the area, the Mitre Inn 
was built in 1827 (Lowe 1985, 126).  Few 
houses had been built in this area by 1850.  
However, there was a dockyard next to the 
canal on Padiham Road, and some 
industrial development took place, 
including Whittlefield Colliery (Nadin 1997, 
147) and the Junction corn mill, following 
the opening of the railway in 1847.  Trinity 
Church, a commissioner’s church, was built 
in 1835-6; it was later enlarged and a tower 
added. 

Lane Bridge 

Part of the area now known as The 
Weavers’ Triangle, Lane Bridge was a 
district of mills and housing that developed 
around the south end of the Leeds and 
Liverpool canal embankment from the end 
of the eighteenth century (Lowe 1985, 
101).  At the south end was a turn bridge 
over the canal, next to a small area with a 
timber yard, warehouse and forge.  The 
area on the north side of the canal 
developed in the early nineteenth century, 
and a number of cotton mills were in 
existence before 1830 (Rogerson 1818, 
118).  Most of the workers’ houses 
associated with the mills were back-to-
backs (OS 1851 1:1056).  On the south 
bank of the canal was Healey Wood 
woollen mill, a throstle spinning mill built 
between 1830 and 1844, which was later 

converted to cotton production (Bennett 
1949, 181-2). 

Gannow 

Gannow developed following the opening 
of the canal in 1796, although it remained 
largely rural in character.  It was one of 
Burnley’s main canal wharves, and 
Gannow House was built for a canal 
engineer in 1797 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk).  A small 
settlement of rows of cottages was 
established next to the canal, including the 
Grey Horse public house, built in 1824 
(Nadin 2000, 29-30).  By 1844, there were 
limekilns on the north bank of the canal, 
and coal staithes on the south bank.  
Tramways led south to the Bare Clay (or 
Barclay) Colliery and coke ovens (Nadin 
1997, 31-3), working by 1834 (Ashmore 
1969, 251), and to a colliery at Cherry Fold 

(Nadin 1997, 47-50). 

 

 Plate 10:  Early 19th Century cottages at Gannow 
 

Lowerhouses 

Lowerhouses, on the western edge of 
Burnley, was developed by Peel and Yates 
in 1795 as two water-powered cotton mills.  
The mills were sold to Nathaniel Dugdale in 
1813 who, with his three sons, began 
printing calico cloth in 1819.  A new five-
storey spinning mill was built in 1836 
(Ashmore 1982, 193).  Rows of two-storey 
cottages were built for the factory workers, 
both around the works and to the south 
east in Lowerhouse Fold (Hall 1976). 
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Burnley Lane Head 

At the northern end of Burnley was a small 
colony of handloom weavers’ houses, in 
existence by 1786 (Harley 1967, 47).  This 
housed around thirty families at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century and 
included the Black Bull Inn, which was also 
a farm (Bennett 1949, 203).  Weaving was 
likely to have been by-employment for 
those living at Lane Head, and many of the 
workers would have been employed in the 
ashlar sandstone quarry that lay to the 
north.  A clockmaker was living there in 
1806 (MA L1/38/8).  In 1835, a national 
school was opened at Lane Head to serve 
the hamlet. 

Growth of the town between 1827 and 
1844 

The second quarter of the nineteenth century 
saw many new cotton mills built in Burnley, 
mainly for spinning but also for weaving.  
Development was restricted primarily to 
infilling areas in and around the town centre, 
particularly behind St James’s Street, which 
also developed as a commercial area and 
became the new town centre.  Pickup Croft 
and Lane Bridge, and particularly Wapping 
and Keighley Green, were built up with back-
to-back houses and court dwellings, an 
indication of the restriction on space for the 
expansion of housing provision.  The lack of 
provision for large-scale house building was 
a result of the unwillingness of the owners of 
several large estates to provide building  

 

 

 
Plate 11:  Sketch of Burnley in 1852, already characterised by a plethora of factory chimneys 

land; these estates included Towneley Hall, 
Bank Hall, Fulledge and Coal Clough, which 
remained in agricultural use (Bennett 1949, 
206).  The Church was restricted in the land 
it could sell off until the Curacy Act of 1819 
(Bennett 1949, 206).  Coalmines such as the 
large colliery at Fulledge, in operation since 
about 1720, also formed a barrier to 
development (Nadin 2000, 76-9).  The canal 
embankment provided a large physical 
barrier to the eastward expansion of the 
town. 

4.7 Industrial and modern: the 
later nineteenth century town 
Incorporation 
Burnley received a charter of incorporation 
in 1861, and became a parliamentary 
borough in 1867 (Farrer and Brownbill 
1911, 447-8).  A school board was formed 
in 1871, the same year that the municipal 
borough was extended.  It was extended 
again in 1889, and five years later the old 
township boundaries were abolished and 
replaced by new ones, one of which was 
defined by the borough area (see LRO 
CBBu acc 7607 9-10). 

 
The railway 

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal provided 
the initial impetus for the industrial 
expansion of Burnley (Smith 1970), but 
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renewed vigour came from the opening of 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
through Burnley to Colne in 1848 (Marshall 
1969, 114).  Proposed in 1844, a branch 
line was opened southward to Todmorden 
in 1850, joining the main line at Gannow 
Junction (Marshall 1969, 118).  These 
developments ensured that Burnley 
maintained its position as an important 
staging point in trans-Pennine 
communications and trade.  The railways 
avoided the existing town centre so, unlike 
Blackburn, the town centre of Burnley did 
not have to be remodelled.  The location of 
the main line station at Bank Top did 
provide a stimulus to development in the 
north of Burnley, however. 

The initial impact on the development of 
industry in Burnley seems to have been 
limited in comparison with, for example, 
Padiham.  The only obvious developments 
appear to have been the establishment of 
the Junction Corn Mill near Burnley 
Barracks Station between 1844 and 1848 
(LRO DDX 118/100/4; OS 1848 1:10,560; 
OS 1851 1:1056), and an extension to the 
sandstone quarry at Pickup Delf.  It is 
considered that relatively few mills initially 
set up at railside locations because of the 
already well-established river and canal 
foci (Slater 1987, 24), with the canal 
remaining a particularly important artery of 
communication.  By 1882, however, the 
Daneshouse area of Burnley had 
developed to the north of Bank Top, 
seemingly as a result of the main line 
railway (BL yellow 3).  Alongside the 
railway were a series of textile mills, mostly 
weaving sheds, many of which were in 
existence by 1872 (Worral 61-2), and to the 
east of these were mill workers’ houses laid 
out in a gridiron pattern of streets.  
Elsewhere, around Bank Top Station and 
to its immediate west, other industrial 
premises had developed by 1891, including 
Bank House Ironworks, Clifton Mill, and the 
Albert and Ashfield sheds (OS 1893b 
1:2500).  In contrast, the branch railway to 
Todmorden appears to have had little effect 
on the town’s development other than to 
demarcate the southern extent of the built-
up area by the end of the nineteenth 
century. 

The market 

The removal of the market from its 
medieval location to the junction of St 
James’s Street and the Manchester Road 
(known as Market Street in the mid-
nineteenth century), shortly after 1800 
(Bennett 1949, 356), gave St James’s 
Street the classic appearance of an open-
air market area.  The thoroughfare widened 
into a plaza where it was joined by other 
major routes (LRO DDX 118/100/4).   

Bennett argued that exposure to the 
elements reduced the business conducted 
in the market, and that this stimulated the 
subsequent formation of a private company 
to build a market hall (1949, 356).  This 
may have been the main purpose behind 
the move, but though not a civic initiative, it 
is likely that a desire to provide Burnley 
with a more ‘modern’ and ordered market 
also lay behind the development.  In 1829, 
a market hall with open space to the east 
was established between St James’s Street 
and the River Brun, on land behind the 
Thorn Inn.  Fish stones were set up in the 
open space of the Market Place (Bennett 
1949, 356).  In 1844 this was known as the 
New Market Place and the St James’s 
Street market area the Old Market Place 
(LRO DDX 118/100/4).  A market continued 
to be held along with fairs in the latter 
(Bennett 1951, 84). 

By 1850 a further market for fruit and 
vegetables, Victoria Market, had been 
established as a private venture off St 
James’s Street (Bennett 1951, 84).  In 
addition, from about 1800 a cattle fair had 
been held on open land off Parker Lane  
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Plate 12:  Architect’s drawing of the proposed
new market hall in 1867 
Lowe 1985, 65).  This situation was 
either orderly nor controllable, so the town 
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Corporation sought to rectify it.  The 
passing of the Burnley Market Act in 1865 
allowed the Corporation to gain control 
over all the markets.  In consequence the 
old market hall was demolished and 
replaced by a new, larger one in 1869 
(Lowe 1985, 82), the Victoria Market was 
suppressed in 1873, and a regulated 
livestock market was established on the 
site of the cattle fairs on Parker Lane 
(Bennett 1951, 84-5). 

In 1879, following the erection of the 
municipal abattoirs at Royle Road, a pig 
market was established on Ashfield Road, 
leaving the Parker Lane site as a cattle 
market (Bennett 1951, 85; BL yellow 3). 

Middle-class Burnley in the mid-
nineteenth century 
 

Burnley’s ancient established families 
continued to live on their country estates 
beyond the town boundaries, as at 
Towneley and Gawthorpe Halls.  Other 
prominent citizens lived in lesser mansions 
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aspirations of the remainder of the growing 
middle class in the early nineteenth 
century, both villas and short terraces of 
Georgian-style town houses were erected 
on the outskirts of the town.  Some of the 
villas, like Rose Hill built in 1856 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk), were 
placed well outside the industrial centre of 
Burnley.  The earlier nineteenth-century 
villas at Burnley Wood were similarly 
situated, clustering close to Towneley Park 
and around the mansion of Rockwood.  
The racecourse was situated nearby (LRO 
DRB 1/90).  Most middle-class housing, 
however, was built close to factories and 
areas of working-class housing, and was 
often later swamped by industrial 
enterprises and further working-class 
housing development. 

In 1848 there were three main middle-class 
areas (OS 1851 1:1056): along West Gate 
from Crows Nest, along North Parade (now 
Bank Parade), and on South Parade 
(Manchester Road).  West Gate included 
some villas situated within their own 
extensive gardens, such as Ashfield 
House, large terraced houses, as at Oak 
Mount, and smaller terraced town houses 
at Belle Vue Terrace, built in 1825 (Lowe 
1985, 127).  Other lower middle-class 
housing provision included the fourteen 
houses of Victoria Terrace, which had Oak 
Mount as its neighbour to the east but 
back-to-back cottages to the west and 
south (OS 1851 1:1056).  Towards Win Hill 
was a terrace of five houses that had been 
occupied by professional families in c1850, 
although by the 1880s their cellars were 
being leased as separate dwellings 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk).  On North 
Parade was a terrace of six large town 
houses built in the 1820s 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk), whilst 
South Parade featured terraces of town 
houses mixed with occasional detached 
houses such as Trafalgar House (OS 1851 
1:1056).  Other small areas of lower 
middle-class housing included Prospect 
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Plate 13:  Early to mid-nineteenth-century 
housing in Croft Street, with probable cellar
dwellings, prior to clearance 
eyond the town limits, such as Healey Hall 
nd Palace House.  Closer to the town 
entre were some of the new houses of the 
anufacturing elite, such as Scar House 

Bennett 1949, 232).  To meet the 

Place, Dawson Square and Grimshaw 
Street, which developed around 1850.  In 
most cases these areas were subsumed 
within the expanding industrial heart of 
Burnley in the later nineteenth century, and 
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the houses were either converted to offices 
or declined in social status. 

Working-class Burnley in the mid-
nineteenth century 

Working-class housing provision in Burnley 
in 1848 was dominated by back-to-back 
houses, most of which had been built 
before 1827 (BL yellow 1; OS 1851 
1:1056).  The town also had top-and-
bottom or stack houses and numerous 
cellar dwellings, especially in the town 
centre (Bennett 1949, 233-4).  As with most 
industrial towns, its working-class housing 
was considered to be inadequate and 
unsanitary by c1850.  Space for the early 
nineteenth-century development of 
industrial workers’ housing was restricted, 
which encouraged the development of 
back-to-backs and cellar dwellings 
(Atkinson 1972, 7).  The period up to c1825 
can be seen as one of unplanned growth 
and the building of high-density housing, 
after which development of working-class 
housing areas appears to have been very 
limited until about 1844, which given the 
increasing population must have caused 
considerable overcrowding (BL yellow 1; 
OS 1851 1:1056). 

Between 1827 and 1844 there was some 
infilling and limited expansion of back-to-
back housing, especially at Pickup Croft 
and north of Foundry Street (BL yellow 1; 
OS 1851 1:1056).  Between 1844 and 1848 
the area between Parker Street and Bank 
House Street was developing; short rows of 
back-to-back houses continued to form the 
main working-class housing provision here 
(LRO DDX 118/100/4; OS 1851 1:1056).  
The main area of development during this 
period, however, was south of Trafalgar 
Road, where short terraces of through 
houses were being built running towards 
the newly constructed Todmorden Branch 
Railway (OS 1848 1:10,560; OS 1851 
1:1056).  This area had probably been fully 
developed by 1850 and was certainly so 
before 1866 (LRO DDX 1283/1). 

Between 1848 and 1853 the area around 
Bank House Street, which is now part of 
the Stoneyholme district of Burnley, 
continued to develop, but the houses built 
during these years were through houses 
rather than back-to-backs.  The 

contemporary houses built to the east of 
Croft Street were also through houses (OS 
1851 1:1056; BL M851).  The evidence 
suggests, therefore, that around 1848 there 
was a shift in the nature of working-class 
housing provision in Burnley, with back-to-
backs ceasing to be the predominant form. 

Urban expansion in the later nineteenth 
century 
The opposition to development which had 
constrained and conditioned the growth of 
early nineteenth-century Burnley appears 
to have receded in the later nineteenth 
century.  Until the Improvement Act of 
1854, most new housing had been built 
piecemeal in small developments; land was 
not available for large-scale speculative 
development.  It appears to have been the 
opening of the railways in 1848 and 1850 
that provided the incentive for landowners 
to sell off land. This factor and the 
increasing inclination of the town council to 
impose regulations, as its role as a 
planning authority evolved, led to the 
development of larger areas in a single 
phase, the building of longer streets, and 
the laying out of gridiron street patterns.   

The main area of development between 
c1850 and 1863 was the Fulledge district to 
the east of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
embankment (OS 1851 1:1,056; LRO 
CBBu acc 8040 Box 39).  Physically cut off 
from the main part of Burnley and close to 
St Mary’s Roman Catholic church, this was 
one of the main areas that had been settled 
by Irish immigrants by 1861 (Slater 1987, 
38).  Although Irish people had begun 
arriving in large numbers in the 1840s, 
neither this nor any other area was truly an 
Irish ghetto.  There was much 
intermarriage and the immigrants were 
quickly assimilated into the town (Steer 
1997, 57-8). 

The area south of the Calder towards 
Burnley Wood also developed at this time.  
Other areas that developed significantly 
between 1850 and 1863 included Trafalgar 
Street, with mills built on the north side 
adjacent to the canal and houses to the 
south; the area sandwiched between Bank 
House Street and the railway, and the area 
on the west side of the Manchester Road, 
south of the Todmorden Branch Railway 
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(OS 1851 1:1056; LRO CBBu acc 8040 
Box 39). 

Between 1863 and 1882 there was major 
expansion in the west part of Burnley, with 
development around the Barracks, along 
the Accrington Road and towards 
Whittlefield (LRO CBBu acc 8040 Box 39; 
BL yellow 3).  The most significant growth 
during this period, however, was in the 
north at Stonyholme, and particularly in the 
Daneshouse district.  The mills which 
developed here along the edge of the 
railway seem not to have come into 
existence until after 1855 (Mannex 429-30), 
although Old Hall Mill at least was 
operational by 1862 (Kneeshaw 1897, 25).  
Thus whilst development of the area had 
commenced by 1863, most seems to have 
been later.  By 1882, however,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

was also significant development to the 
west of the town around Gannow and at 
Coalclough, as well as the development of 
the new enurb of Rosegrove (OS 1893b 
1:2500; Lowe 1985, 47). 

 

Textile industry 

By 1834 there were already 17 cotton mills 
in Burnley (Butterworth 1841, 16), with the 
canal having proven to be the largest 
influence on their development in the early 
nineteenth century.  A decade later the 
number had risen to 21 (Slater 1987, 26), 
and by 1848 there were 31 spinning and 
weaving mills within the town, as well as 
the Calder Vale printworks1 (OS 1851 
1:1056), with a similar number listed in 
Mannex’s directory of 1855.  The number 
of cotton factories more than doubled 
during the later nineteenth century, mainly 
after 1872 (Worral 1872, 61-2), there being 
67 in Burnley by 1894 (Slater 1987, 26).  
The new factories were mostly weaving 
sheds, and during this period Burnley 
became one of the two most important 
cotton-weaving towns in the world, along 
with Blackburn2 (Hall 1977, 26).   

Competition from the Manchester area, 
especially Oldham, appears to have 
destroyed Burnley’s spinning industry 
(Bennett 1951, 96); the rise of power 
weaving in Burnley coincided with the 
growth of spinning in Oldham (Slater 1987, 
10).  The emphasis on the construction of 
weaving sheds, single-storey structures 
with a large floor area, had an influence on 
the location of industrial development in 
                                                 

 1  This does not take account of the 
Lowerhouses Print and Dyeworks and 
 Plate 14:  Daneshouse area in 1882, with
proposed new building plots indicated 

 

Daneshouse was a significant enurb, 
detached from the main body of the town 
(BL yellow 3).  A renewed impetus for 
development, including new mills, occurred 
in the late 1880s, so that by 1891 the area 
had expanded to include Rake Head, with 
significant development extending along 
the Colne Road (OS 1893a 1:2500).  
Moreover, by 1891 the Daneshouse district 
had been joined to the main body of the 
town (OS 1893b 1:2500).  After 1882 there 

associated cotton factory.  They are excluded 
from this enumeration as though they lie within 
the defined urban area for Burnley they lay 
outwith the town as defined c 1850, and in 
contemporary trade directories are frequently 
listed under Padiham. 
2  Blackburn had more cotton mills than Burnley 
by the end of the nineteenth century but 
Burnley produced a greater length of cloth.  
Burnley may have been more productive 
because it produced cloth more cheaply as a 
result of lower overheads (see Bennett 1951, 
97).   
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Burnley.  The requirement for larger sites 
prompted a move away from the congested 
central town areas along the canal and the 
river.  Whilst the number of mills did 
expand there during the later nineteenth 
century, much new growth at this time 
occurred along the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway line in the Daneshouse 
area (see section 5.7).  The last phase of 
expansion between 1904 and 1908 
witnessed development along roads on the 
periphery of the urban area (Slater 1987, 
26).  By 1938 there were 91 operational 
cotton mills in Burnley.  Most of these had 
closed by 1990, with thirty having been 
demolished between 1945 and 1987 
(Slater 1987, 30). 

 

 

 

Other industries 

Like other mill towns, Burnley hosted a 
number of ancillary industries.  The 
importance of engineering to the economy 
of the town should not be understated, for 
by the 1880s Burnley was the world’s 
leading town for the manufacture of looms 
(Hall 1977, 27; Bennett 1951, 114).  By 
1848 there were five iron foundries, of 
which the largest and the earliest, 
established in 1793 (Lowe 1985, 112), was 
the Burnley Ironworks.  Also present were 
the Caledonia Boiler and Gasometer 
Works, and one brass and iron foundry (OS 
1851 1:1056).  Most of these 
establishments continued in production 
throughout the later nineteenth century.  
New works were also built, such as the 

Bank House Ironworks, in existence by 
1882 (BL Yellow 3).  In 1872, eight 
foundries in Burnley were making power 
looms (Worrall, 61).  Smaller engineering 
works included screw and bolt workshops 
(Mannex 1855, 435). 

As well as engineering works, Burnley had 
four corn and flourmills in 1848 (OS 1851 
1:1056), a number doubtless stimulated by 
the presence of the canal, and three 
breweries.  Other industries that flourished 
in the later nineteenth century included 
paper-making, with the Calder Vale Print 
Works having been converted for this 
purpose by 1882 (BL Yellow 3), clay pipe 
making, for which there were at least four 
manufactories in 1872 (Worral, 69), and 
brick-making. 

Aside from cotton cloth manufacture and 
engineering, however, the most significant 
industry in Burnley was coal mining.  The 
coal industry appears to have undergone 
considerable change in Burnley in the 
1840s with some of the existing small pits 
being closed, such as Cleggs Pit in 1841 
and Habergham in 1848 (Kneeshaw 1897, 
37), and new larger collieries being 
established.  Amongst the latter were Bank 
House Colliery, Fulledge Colliery – 
replacing an earlier pit – and Whittlefield 
Colliery, all of which were in operation by 
1848 (OS 1851 1:1056).  Fulledge was 
linked by a tramway to the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal and another was 
associated with a pit south of Parker Lane, 
but otherwise little use was made of 
tramways to transport coal around Burnley 
in the middle of the nineteenth century.  By 
1882 tramways were far more widely used, 
however (BL Yellow 3), and by 1889 a 
system of tramways linked up collieries at 
Whittlefield, Clifton, Bank Hall, Rowley, 
Boggart Bridge and Towneley (LRO CBBu 
acc 8040 Box 41).  The largest of Burnley’s 
collieries was Bank Hall, sunk in 1865 and 
continuing in production until 1971 (Nadin 
1997, 17-29). 

Plate 15:  Part of Newtown Mill, dating to 1864 

Residential development 
Atkinson contends that c1870 was a 
watershed in east Lancashire’s industrial 
towns, with an end to court developments 
and back-to-backs and the beginning of 
better quality housing provision governed 
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by bye-laws (1972, 8).  In Burnley, 
however, as in Accrington and Nelson, this 
change seems to have occurred earlier, 
with clear moves away from back-to-back 
construction by 1850 (see pp38-9, above).  
Few blocks of back-to-backs post-date 
1848, and almost all of these were built by 
1850. 

The majority of post-1848 back-to-backs 
were erected in short, discrete rows in 
largely semi-rural locations, as to the west 
of Burnley near the Cavalry Barracks.  The 
largest group lay in the Mount Pleasant 
area (OS 1851 1:1056; LRO CBBu acc 
8040 Box 39). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The move away from back-to-back 
construction may have been partly due to 
the greater availability of land resulting 
from the division of farmland caused by the 
new railways, but may have been more to 
do with the increased influence of the 
Police Commissioners after the 1846 
Improvement Act.  It is claimed that the 
Improvement Act of 1854 brought about a 
change in the nature of Burnley’s housing 
by compelling minimum standards and 
ushering in the era of gridiron planned 
developments of terraced housing (Lowe 
1985, 46).  Houses built after 1854 were 
usually through structures with yards and 
shared sanitary facilities.  Whilst the Act 
undoubtedly helped in this respect, it 
seems clear that some of the 
improvements ascribed to it were already 
appearing in Burnley in the years 
immediately preceding 1854.  One of the 
main differences of the later residential 
patterns was the greater length of the 

terraces.  For the most part the back-to-
back developments existing in 1848 
consisted of short rows, although there 
were exceptions such as Seymour Street 
and Royle Street (OS 1851 1:1056). 

Broadly the same type of accommodation, 
two-up two-down through houses built in 
terraces, was built for the working classes 
in Burnley from 1850 to 1914.  Lowe 
argues that the gridiron pattern of such 
housing was used to permit easy drainage 
from toilets and sinks, but this does not 
seem to have been the overriding 
consideration.  Many streets were not 
initially serviced by water closets, and they 
were sometimes laid out and at least 
partially built up as much as two decades 
before they were sewered (LRO CBBu acc 
8040 Box 39). 

Terraces for the labouring classes were 
relatively cheap to build but also emulated 
the urban architectural tastes of the middle 
classes (Rodger 1989, 30).  Areas of pre-
1882 middle-class housing tended to 
develop in those locations which were 
already foci for such housing before 1850.  
Thus villas developed to the south of 
Burnley Wood along the edge of Towneley 
Park, and semi-detached town houses 
were built at Palatine Square off the 
Manchester Road (BL yellow 3).  In 1880-1 
sixteen large houses, forming Oak Mount 
Terrace, were built speculatively along 
Westgate (Lowe 1985, 127).  New areas of 
middle-class housing developed on the 
outskirts of the town between 1882 and 
1914, primarily along the Padiham Road 
and south from Coalclough (OS 1914a and 
b 1:10,560). 

Plate 16:  Midgley Place, an early 
development of workers’ through houses pre-
dating 1848.  Situated near the Barracks 

Commercial development 
The main shopping area in Burnley 
remained relatively static throughout the 
nineteenth century.  Situated around the 
market in St James’s Street in 1818 
(Rogerson), it merely grew out from this 
area as the century progressed, extending 
along the Westgate and to a lesser extent 
along Market Street, alias the Manchester 
Road, and Standish Street (Mannex 1855; 
Worrall 1872).  Purpose-built shops seem 
not to have appeared in Burnley until after 
1850; the construction of such shops 
accounts for much of the rebuilding that 
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took place along St James’s Street and 
elsewhere in the town centre in the later 
nineteenth century.  Examples include a 
terrace of six shops built by Virgil Anderton 
in 1876 (http://imagesofengland.org.uk).  
The most impressive of Burnley’s surviving 
nineteenth-century stores is the premises 
of Burnley Co-operative Society, the 
datestones of which indicate that it was 
built in three stages in 1885, 1889 and 
1899.  Although a different architect was 
responsible for the last stage 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk), an attempt 
was made to harmonise with the earlier 
phases. 

 

 

B
T
b
(
S
a
w
1
t
b
C
l
t
H
t
B
a
1
e

and Hargreave Street (Mannex 1855, 414), 
a position it still occupied in 1891 (OS 
1893b 1:2500).  The first Manchester and 
County Bank was erected nearby on 
Nicholas Street in 1864 (Lowe 1985, 66).  
A little to the east the second Manchester 
and County Bank was built in 1876 by 
William Waddington and Son, the 
architects who also built the nearby Union 
Bank building in 1894 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk). 

Pubs, inns and hotels 

The earliest known public house in Burnley 
is the Old Sparrow Hawk Inn.  Adjacent to 
the parish church and the original market 
place, this was established by the 
Towneleys in 1586 (Nadin 2000, 41).  The 
stocks and market cross in the old market 
place remained near the public house into 
the late nineteenth century (Burnley 
Gazette 1897), forming a group with the 
church and some older houses that 
preserved the character of the pre-
industrial town  The stocks were last used 
in 1861 (Kneeshaw 1897, 57).  These and 
the market cross are thought to have been 
removed in about 1881 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk).  The pub  
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Plate 17:  Co-operative Store on Coal 
Clough Lane, with late nineteenth-century 
shop fascias 
anks 

he first bank in Burnley appears to have 
een Holgate’s Bank, which folded in 1824 
Bennett 1951, 219).  In 1828 the Burnley 
avings Bank was established; this closed 
t the end of 1889 (Kneeshaw 1897, 41).  It 
as based in St James’s Row (Bennett 
951, 218), although the only bank shown 
here in 1851, and indeed the only bank 
uilding depicted for Burnley, was the 
raven Bank (OS 1851 1:1056).  In the 

ater nineteenth century Burnley attracted 
he largest banks in the region, and 
argreave Street/Grimshaw Street appears 

o have developed as the financial centre of 
urnley.  Premises included the Lancashire 
nd Yorkshire Bank, built in 1886, whilst in 
855 the Craven Bank had new premises 
rected at the junction of St James’s Row 
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Plate 18:  Angel Inn, pre-1848 public house built
to service the Barracks 
itself was rebuilt in 1896 (Nadin 2000, 41). 
A number of other public houses pre-dating 
1800 survived through the nineteenth 
century, such as the Boot Inn, although 
they tended to be rebuilt.  One of the 
earliest purpose-built hotels appears to 
have been the Yorkshire Hotel, which was 

36 



Lancashire Historic Town Survey  Burnley 

in existence by 1835 and may have given 
its name to Yorkshire Street rather than 
vice versa (OS 1851 1:1056).  In the early 
1850s there were 59 licensed premises in 
Burnley, in addition to 82 beerhouses 
(Mannex 1855; BL M851; OS 1851 
1:1056).  Thus there was approximately 
one drinking establishment per 149 people 
in Burnley c1855, a proportion far higher 
than even that in notoriously ‘beery’ 
Blackburn.  The greatest density of 
licensed premises was in the St James’s 
Street area.  In 1889 it was reported that 
there were 56 licensed houses within an 
800 yard radius of the Market Hall 
(Townend 1999, 23).  Between 1855 and 
the end of the nineteenth century at least 
another 90 licensed premises came into 
existence (Nadin 2000), so that by 1900 
there were perhaps 149 fully licensed 
establishments in Burnley. 

Clubs 

In the early nineteenth century Burnley had 
a number of benevolent clubs including the 
Independent Oddfellows, the United 
Oddfellows, the Foresters, the Druids, the 
Ancient Shepherds and the Hearts of Oak 
(Bennett 1951, 197).  By the middle of the 
century, cultural societies had joined them.  
The Literary and Philosophical Society 
developed out of the Mechanics Institute, 
and the Athenaeum Club out of the Church 
of England Literary Institute (Bennett 1951, 
202).  The Temperance Society was also 
present in the town by the mid-nineteenth 
century (OS 1851 1:1056).  All of these 
clubs were influenced by political and 
religious allegiances, and in the later 
nineteenth century the political clubs, 
represented by the Liberals’ Reform club 
and the Conservatives’ Constitutional Club, 
spread throughout the town (Bennett 1951, 
139). 

In most instances clubs initially met in 
rooms within a building, sometimes later 
acquiring an existing structure for 
conversion to a clubhouse, as with the 
Constitutional Club which occupied No. 12 
St James’s Street from 1883 (Bennett 
1951, 139) or the Trinity Conservative Club 
which had formerly been commercial 
buildings (Lowe 1985, 124).  The only club 
or society building recorded in existence by 

1848 was the Temperance Hall on the 
corner of Paradise Street and Hammerton 
Street (OS 1851 1:1056).  This was 
superseded in 1909 by a new structure on 
Elizabeth Street (Lowe 1985, 65).  The 
earliest known purpose-built club in 
Burnley, aside from the two institutes, is the 
Oddfellows Club on Nicholas Street, built in 
1869 (Lowe 1985, 66).  Another early 
example of a benevolent club house is the 
Foresters Club on Lindsay Street, now a 
British Legion Club 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk). 

 

Theatres 

It was not until the later nineteenth century 
that Burnley acquired a theatre housed in a 
permanent structure.  Prior to this wooden 
structures were erected at the market place 
and at the cattle market (Bennett 1951, 20-
1).  This influenced the location of the first 
permanent theatre; in 1863 the New Market 
Music Hall was opened.  This later became 
the meeting house for the Garrick Club 
(Bennett 1951, 21).  One of the last of the 
wooden theatres was the Gaiety, built at 
the cattle market in 1880 (OS 1893a 
1:2,500).  In 1886 the Victoria Assembly 
Room opened and was licensed for public 
performance, evolving in due course into 
the Victoria Theatre.  In 1894 the Empire 
Music Hall opened and in 1907 the Palace 
Theatre (Hall 1977, 33). 

Nonconformist chapels (Old Dissent) 
The nineteenth century witnessed a 
Christian building boom, in part stimulated  

 Plate 19:  Aenon Chapel 
 

by the rise of the New Dissent but mainly 
fuelled by expanding industrial towns 
(Newman 2001, 33-6).  In Burnley, by 1848 
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(OS 1851 1:1056) the Baptists had built the 
Ebenezer Chapel on Burnley Lane (in 
1787), the Particular Baptists had the Sion 
Chapel on Yorkshire Street (built 1831), 
and the Independents the Bethesda Chapel 
on Bethesda Street (built 1814).   

The growth of Burnley in the later 
nineteenth century led to the enlarging of 
existing chapels and the construction of 
new ones.  The Ebenezer Baptist chapel 
was moved across the road in 1860 to the 
site of a Sunday school built in 1845, with a 
new school built in 1871 (Whitley 1913, 
329).  In 1868 the Baptists purchased the 
Mount Pleasant chapel from the Free 
Methodists (Lowe 1985, 99).  New 
Particular Baptist chapels were built around 
the middle of the nineteenth century, the 
Aenon Chapel on Red Lion Street in 1851 
and the Jireh Chapel on Boot Street in 
1853 (Stell 1994, 82). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1893 the Aenon Chapel founded the 
Mount Olivet Chapel off Broughton Street, 
which was under development at the time 
(Whitley 1913, 330; Bennett 1951, 166).  
Other Baptist chapels were built at 
Rosegrove in 1879 and Lower Rake Head 
(Emmanuel) in 1893 (Whitley 1913, 329-
30).  In 1865 a congregation of Scotch 
Baptists was established in Burnley Lane; 
in 1867 they built the Bethel Chapel on 
Hebrew Road.  Ten years later this was 
replaced by a new chapel on Angle Street 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 88).  The 
Congregationalists rebuilt the Bethesda 

Chapel in 1878-9 (Nightingale 1891, 162).  
Secessionists from the Bethesda Chapel 
built the Salem Chapel on Manchester 
Road in 1850 (Nightingale 1891, 163) and 
another secession in 1859 led to the 
opening of the Westgate Congregational 
Chapel in 1861 (Nightingale 1891, 161, 
167). 

 

Nonconformist chapels (New Dissent) 
More numerous in Burnley than the 
followers of the Old Dissent were the 
Methodists.  In 1840 the Wesleyans 
replaced their chapel at Keighley Green 
with a new one off Hargreaves Street; a 
chapel keeper’s house was built to the rear 
in 1849 (Moore 1899, 123-4).  The change 
in the nature of the chapels illustrates well 
the Wesleyans’ changed perception of 
themselves and their confidence by the 
mid-nineteenth century.  The Keighley 
Green structure was a vernacular style 
building tucked away in the poorest quarter 
of the late eighteenth-century town 
because of opposition from the local 
Anglican elite (Moore 1899, 113).  In 
contrast, the Wesley Chapel on 
Hargreaves Street was in the centre of 
town and was a large classical style 
building. 

Less exuberant was the Bartles Hill Chapel 
built in Cog Lane in 1849.  By 1871 the 
congregation was too large for the chapel, 
and a replacement was built in Italianate 
style off the Accrington Road (Moore 1899 
137-8).  New Wesleyan chapels were also 
built at Fulledge on the site of the colliery in 
1859-61, at Lane Bridge in 1868, Colne 
Road in 1872, Whittlefield in 1878, 
Brooklands Road in Burnley Wood in 1883, 
Stoneyholme in 1887-8, Wood Top in 1891, 
and Piccadilly Road in 1892 (Moore 1899).  
The Free Methodist Association built the 
Mount Pleasant Methodist Chapel on 
Hammerton Street in 1835 (Lowe 1985, 
99).  This chapel was replaced by one on 
Brunswick Road in 1869 (Kneeshaw 1897, 
92).  Other chapels belonging to this sect 
included Myrtle Bank Chapel, Gannow 
Lane Chapel, erected in 1861, which was 
replaced by another in Claremont Street in 
1891, and chapels on Old Hall Street and 

Plate 20:  Jireh Chapel 
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Lincoln Street built in 1882 and 1883 
respectively (Kneeshaw 1897, 92). 

The Primitive Methodists built a chapel on 
Curzon Street in 1831-2.  This was sold to 
the Wesleyan Reformers in 1852, following 
the establishment of a replacement chapel 
at Burnley Lane in 1850 (Mannex 1855, 
413).  In the same year they erected the 
Bethel Chapel in Hammerton Street.  Other 
chapels were built at Lane Head in 1867, 
Padiham Road and Rehoboth in 1869, and 
Colne Road in 1878 (Kneeshaw 1897, 92).  
The Unitarians built a chapel in Trafalgar 
Street in 1871, whilst the Swedenborgians 
built their New Jerusalem Church off 
Briercliffe Road in 1887 (Kneeshaw 1897, 
93). 

Anglican churches 

In Burnley, as elsewhere in the rapidly 
growing urban areas of the nineteenth 
century, the established Church built new 
places of worship to meet the perceived 
spiritual needs of the expanding population 
and to combat the attractions of the 
growing numbers of Nonconformist 
alternatives.  There was no further 
expansion of St Peter’s parish church, 
which although in a poor state of repair in 
1851 (Wilkinson 1855, 105) escaped 
wholesale Victorian rebuilding, although the 
arcade piers were of necessity replaced in 
1854 (Pevsner 1969, 79).  Under the 
auspices of the Church commissioners, 
Holy Trinity Church was built in 1836 and 
St James’s on Bethesda Street in 1849 
(Wilkinson 1855, 114). 

Other new churches built around the 
middle of the century were All Saints at 
Habergham Eaves, built in 1846-9 and paid 
for by the Dugdale family, and St Paul’s, 
built in 1852-3 (ibid).  Further churches that 
opened in the later nineteenth century were 
St Andrew’s, which originated as a Sunday 
school in 1865 and was consecrated in 
1867; St Stephen’s, which originated as a 
mission in 1865 and was consecrated in 
1879; St Matthew’s, a mission school as 
early as 1835 and consecrated in 1879; St 
John the Baptist’s at Wood Top in 1880; St 
Catherine’s in 1897, and St Margaret’s in 
1898.  In addition, St Cuthbert’s opened in 
1908 (Bennett 1951, 160; Wallis 1923).  Of 
these, the most significant architecturally 

are probably St Matthew’s and St John the 
Baptist’s, both built by local architects W 
Waddington and Sons (Pevsner 1969, 81-
2). 

Roman Catholic churches 

Burnley had a rapidly expanding Catholic 
population in the mid-nineteenth century, 
largely as a consequence of Irish 
immigration.  The capacity of Burnley 
Wood Chapel, built in 1817, was quickly 
exceeded (Bennett 1949, 320).  The pre-
eminent family in the parish by the mid-
nineteenth century, the Towneleys3, were 
also Catholic, and their influence is 
probably reflected in the quality and 
confidence expressed in the church built to 
replace the humble Burnley Wood Chapel.  
This had been situated close to the 
Towneley’s estate centre, away from the 
centre of town.  St Mary’s was built off 
Yorkshire Street in 1846-9 in the newly 
developing area around Turf Moor.  
Designed by the architects Weightman and 
Hadfield, who also designed the 
contemporary Anglican All Saints Church, 
the building was in the best Pugin tradition 
of accurate replication of medieval high 
gothic architecture (Pevsner 1969, 80).  
The £10,000 spent on its construction, 
however, was insufficient to allow for the 
completion of the intended west tower 
(Bennett 1951, 168).  Later internal 
refurbishment included an altar designed 
by EW Pugin (Pevsner 1969, 80). 

Further Roman Catholic missions and 
churches were opened in the last decades 
of the nineteenth century: St Thomas’s in 
1895; St Mary Magdalene, a mission in 
1883, opened as a church in 1904; St John 
the Baptist, a mission in 1898, opened as a 
church in 1908, and St Augustine, a 
mission in 1898, became a church in 1926 
(Bennett 1951, 168). 

Schools 

The grammar school was the only day 
school in early nineteenth-century Burnley 
until the establishment of a National school 
in 1828.  This was built under the auspices 
                                                 
3  Catholics had originally met for worship in the 
safe haven provided by the chapel at Towneley 
Hall. 
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of St Peter’s church, and is situated at the 
south end of the churchyard (Hall 1977, 
30).  By 1850 a further six Anglican and 
National Society schools had been opened: 
Back Lane in 1834, Lane Head in 1835, 
Trinity and St James’s in 1839, All Saints in 
Habergham in 1840, and St Paul’s in 1848 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 108).  In response to the 
Anglican educational initiatives, the 
Wesleyans opened their first day school in 
1839 and the Congregationalists in 1843 
(MA L1/12/29/3).  With the increase in 
Roman Catholics in the mid-nineteenth 
century, a school associated with the 
church of St Mary and St Aloysius opened 
in 1855 (Kneeshaw 1897, 108).  In that 
year it was considered by Mannex that of 
all the towns of Lancashire, Burnley was 
probably the best provided with public 
educational institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnley continued to be well endowed with 
schools, so that by 1871 there were nine 
elementary schools under the control of the 
established Church (Kneeshaw 1897, 108).  
There were also two Wesleyan, two 
Congregationalist, one Primitive Methodist 
and three Roman Catholic schools 
(Bennett 1951, 170).  The Burnley School 
Board was established in 1871, following 
the Education Act of 1870 (Bennett 1951, 
172).  The Board opened seven non-
denominational elementary schools 
between 1873 and 1896 (Kneeshaw 1897, 
109). 

Other than the grammar school there were 
no schools taking education beyond the 
elementary level until the formation of the 
Mechanics’ Institute.  Begun in 1834 as a 
library for working men, by 1855 an 
impressive building had been erected on St 
James’s Street and a science teacher 
engaged.  The Mechanics’ Institute in the 
1840s was seen as a hotbed of radicalism, 
being supported by Catholics, Dissenters 
and Socialists (MA M136/2/3/2407), and as 
a result a rival Church of England Literary 
Institution was established in 1847 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 111; Mannex 1855, 414); 
the Institute building was erected in 
Manchester Road in 1850 (Kneeshaw 
1897, 112).  In 1890 the School Board, in 
conjunction with the Mechanics’ Institute, 
established a technical school.  This was 
housed in the refurbished former municipal 
buildings in Elizabeth Street (Kneeshaw 
1897, 111). 

Public buildings 

The earliest building erected by an 
institution of local government in Burnley 
was the Poor Law Union Workhouse.  In 
1819 a new workhouse was built on Royle 
Road, replacing an eighteenth-century 
structure which had been allowed to decay 
and had then been abandoned.  The new 
structure comprised a main block, wash-
houses, pigsties, a shed containing sixteen 
handlooms, and a garden. 

Between 1873 and 1876, a new corridor 
plan workhouse was built by William 
Waddington (Morrison 1999, 124, 206) on 
the northern edge of the town.  Cottages 
were planned for some of the workhouse 
children in 1883 (LRO CBBu acc 8040 Box 
2), Burnley being one of several urban 
unions to establish cottage homes on the 
edge of their workhouse site (Morrison 
1999, 143).  The old workhouse was closed 
in 1876 (Bennett 1949, 241-2). 

Plate 21:  Burnley Lane Head National School, 
built in 1835, showing the extension of 1883 

The Poor Law Union had bespoke offices 
built in 1866 by William Waddington and 
Son on Nicholas Street 
(http://imagesofengland.org.uk).  As with 
many other poor law buildings, the Burnley 
Workhouse was converted to a hospital – 
now the Burnley General – following the 
transference of poor law affairs to the 
Ministry of Health in 1919.  By then the 
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fever hospital attached to the workhouse in 
1890 (OS 1893b 1:2500) had been 
replaced by an isolation hospital at Burnley 
Lane Head, which was established before 
1909 (OS 1913b 1:10,560).  The principal 
hospital in Burnley in the early twentieth 
century, however, was the Victoria 
Hospital.  This was also built by 
Waddington’s practice, between 1884 and 
1886, to an unusual design with a central 
administration block and circular ward 
towers4 (BL Q12; Richardson 1998, 9).   
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taken to erect a new combined structure.  
Adjacent to the Mechanics’ Institute, the 
new municipal accommodation opened in 
1888 and included council chambers, a 
police station, a magistrates’ court and 
public baths (Lowe 1985, 62).  The town 
contained a number of subscription 
libraries, but a municipal public library was 
not built until 1929-30 (Pevsner 1969, 81). 

Water, gas and electricity supplies 

The only public source of drinking water for 
the whole town before 1819 was the 
medieval Shorey Well, at the end of Shorey 
Street.  The inhabitants of Dawson’s 
Square, on the opposite bank of the River 
Brun, reached the well by stepping stones 
(Hall 1977, 13; LRO DDX 118/100/4).  
There was a relatively early requirement for 
a piped water supply, therefore, as made 
plain in the Improvement Act and Burnley 
Water Act, both of 1819.  Initially piped 
water was fed by springs, but increasing 
demand led to reservoirs being built at 
Swinden and Hesandford (Hall 1977, 22).  
Following the passing of the second 
Burnley Improvement Act in 1846, a new 
reservoir was opened at Heckenhurst and 
many of the mains were replaced (Hall 
1977, 23). 

The Burnley Gas Company was 
established in 1823 (Hall 1977, 22), 
possibly as a development of a private gas 

©

Plate 22:  Architect’s drawings of the 
Workhouse Cottages, 1883 
ivic structures were lacking in Burnley 
ntil after the town became a borough in 
861.  The first town hall was acquired in 
868 when a public hall at the junction of 
lizabeth Street and Nicholas Street was 
urchased for the purpose (Lowe 1985, 
5).  The hall had been built in 1862.  
djacent to it was a public baths, which 
as also purchased by the council (Lowe 
985, 62).  The hall proved too small for its 

ntended purpose, and with the Keighley 
reen courthouse (the former eighteenth-
entury Wesleyan Methodist chapel) also 
eing found inadequate, a decision was 

                                                
  Although the RCHME survey of English 
ospitals (Richardson 1998, 9) states that 
ictoria Hospital was designed to have seven 

owers but that only two were built, the OS 
:10,560 map of 1913 shows three. 

supply to the Howard Mill (Wilson 1991, 
28), and a gasworks was opened on the 
south bank of the River Calder, north of 
Lane Bridge, in 1826 (Lowe 1985, 41-2).  A 
third Improvement Act in 1854, following a 
campaign by radical local politicians 
(Wilson 1991, 201-2), municipalised the 
Burnley Gas Company (Bennett 1949, 
362).  Despite the company being taken 
into the administration of the town 
government, profitability remained a key 
factor in the extension of gas supply; 
Stoneyholme and other outlying districts 
were still not provided with gas in the 
1850s because it was considered 
unprofitable (Bennett 1949, 363).  New 
gasworks were established at Stoneyholme 
in the mid-1850s and in the Daneshouse 
area gas was finally supplied in 1865, 
following the erection of cotton mills and 
their attendant workers’ housing (Bennett 
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1951, 82).  Following the fourth Burnley 
Improvement Act of 1871, the gasworks at 
Lane Bridge and Stoneyholme were 
improved.  Works at the latter included the 
erection of only the second three-tier 
telescopic gas holder, in 1881 (Bennett 
1951, 82). 

Public electricity supply commenced in 
1893 from a generating station built on the 
former site of Pillingfield Mill.  The station 
was considerably extended in 1903 to 
accommodate the increased demand 
resulting from a new electric tramway 
system (Bennett 1951, 84). 

Street drainage and sewers 

Another consequence of the 1854 Act was 
a more organised system of scavenging to 
remove domestic waste (Bennett 1949, 
365).  This remained the main mechanism 
for domestic effluent removal until the 
1870s, although as at Nelson and 
Briercliffe it is likely that sewage also found 
its way into the watercourses, including the 
canal (Clarke 1990).  Street drainage and 
paving progressed slowly.  The local 
government was reluctant to commit 
expenditure to street improvements until 
newly laid out streets were fully built up 
(Bennett 1951, 6), and thus commanding 
full rates. In 1863 the Improvement and 
Sanitary Committee set out orders for the 
paving and sewering (street drainage) of 59 
streets, mainly on the outskirts of the town 
centre, which had developed in the 
previous two decades.  The following 
instructions were given: ‘the streets will all 
be paved with 7 inch paving stones with a 
substratum of ballast 12 inches in thickness 
for a foundation, the footways will be 
flagged with good 3 inch flags.  The streets 
will be drained with glazed earthenware 
drain pipes, the dimensions varying 
according to the area of the districts to be 
drained’ (LRO CBBu acc 8040 Box 39).  
Under the provisions of the 1883 Burnley 
Borough Improvement Act, footway paving 
had to be completed ahead of a new 
property becoming occupied (HMG 1883, 
22). 

A mains sewerage system began in 1872 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 54).  In 1877 Scotts 
Sewage Company undertook for a period 
of twelve years to treat the sewage by their 

patent cement process, a system which 
involved drying the sludge over furnaces, 
and in 1878 they erected the Duckpits 
Works.  The contract was cancelled in 
1887 and the Corporation took over the 
plant.  ‘The stench, however, soon caused 
[the cement process] to be abandoned in 
favour of the present process of pressing 
the sludge and breaking it up so as to be 
available for manurial purposes’ 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 54).  It was claimed by 
Kneeshaw that land was bought at Wood 
End for use as a treatment plant in 1893 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 54), although a sewage 
works is marked there on the OS survey of 
1890 (OS 1893a 1:2500).  Another Burnley 
Urban District Council sewage works was 
depicted at the same time at Sweet Clough 
(OS 1893b 1:2500).  By 1902 the Sweet 
Clough works had closed and become the 
Gannow public baths. 
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5. STATEMENT OF 
HISTORIC URBAN 
CHARACTER AND 
NATURE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE OF 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCE 
5.1 Surviving plan components 
Church and Churchyard (Areas 1-3) 
– St Peter’s Church and National School 
(Area 1) 
The original medieval core of Burnley was 
centred on St Peter’s church and 
churchyard, the oldest surviving component 
of the town.  Although the original church 
was medieval, the existing stone-built 
structure dates from the sixteenth to 
nineteenth centuries. 

The churchyard contains many fine and 
well-preserved gravestones and 
monuments dating from the seventeenth 
century onwards.  It has the typical 
characteristics of a post-medieval 
churchyard in industrial Lancashire: until 
the early to mid-nineteenth century most 
burial markers were flat grave slabs, with 
some chest tombs; later upright 
monuments are confined to areas of 
nineteenth-century churchyard extension.  
At the south end of the churchyard stands 
St Peter’s Church of England Primary 
School, which was built as a National 
School in 1828. 

Several of the structures in the character 
area are Grade II listed, and the church 
itself is listed at Grade II*. 

– St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 
presbytery and convent (Area 2) 
St Mary’s Church was established in 
Yorkshire Street in 1846-9 (Bennett 1951, 
168).  A convent next to the church was 
completed in 1885 (Kneeshaw 1897, 96).  
Late nineteenth-century schools once lay to 

the south of the church, but these have 
been demolished and replaced by a 
community centre in the south-west corner 
of the site. 

The character area contains three Grade II 
listed buildings, including the presbytery, 
which was formed from two early 
nineteenth-century town houses.  The 
buildings on the site are stone-built and of 
two to three storeys. 

– Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (Area 3) 
This stone-built former Methodist chapel is 
a Grade II listed building dated c1835.  
Although it lies close to the historic town 
centre, it is now largely surrounded by 
twentieth-century commercial and industrial 
sites and public buildings, which have 
replaced areas of nineteenth-century 
terraced housing. 

 

Civic Centre (Areas 4 & 5) 
– Grammar School (Area 4) 
This gothic-style stone structure was built 
in 1873-4 to succeed the earlier Grammar 
School, which lay to the south-west on a 
site now covered by a dual carriageway.  
Currently the Burnley Adult Education 
Centre, it dominates the junction of Active 
Way with Church Street.  On the north side 
of the building is the site of the cock pit, an 
area which now contains the relocated 
market cross, the Paulinus Cross, the 
stocks and the superstructure of Shorey 
Well, all of which are Grade II listed.  The 
school building itself is also listed. 

 

–Town Hall and Mechanics’ Institution 
(Area 5) 
The Town Hall and the Mechanics’ 
Institution lie next to each other off the town 
centre on Manchester Road, and form 
Burnley’s nineteenth-century civic centre.  
Both buildings are Italianate in style, 
although the Mechanics’ Institution was 
built thirty years before the Town Hall.  The 
latter was probably positioned adjacent to 
the Institution in order to form a pleasing 
architectural centrepiece to the town, but it 
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may also be indicative of the importance of 
the Institution as a centre of the liberal 
political elite in Burnley. 

is dated 1889.  The area includes several 
Grade II listed buildings, which are mainly 
of mid- to late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century date, although some are 
earlier. 

– Parker Lane, Nicholas Street, Thomas 
Street and Manchester Road (Area 7) 
This area forms a remnant of the later 
nineteenth-century town centre, with most 
of the buildings dating to between 1848 
and 1895.  Several are listed Grade II, 
including the Council Offices. 

 

Textile industry (Areas 8-25) 
 

– Imperial Mill (Area 8) 

 

 

Plate 23:  Mechanics’ Institution with the Town
Hall in the background 
The Mechanics Institution is now an Arts 
Centre, and is listed at Grade II*.  The 
Town Hall is Grade II listed, and features a 
copper dome.  The character area also 
includes a group of nineteenth-century 
buildings to the north-east of the 
Mechanics’ Institution, mainly in 
commercial use but also including a club. 

 

Commercial centre (Areas 6 & 7) 
– St James’s Street (Area 6) 
St James’s Street became Burnley’s town 
centre in the early nineteenth century, 
when the market place was moved there 
from Church Street.  This area survives 
only on the south side of the street, which 
has a concentration of public houses, most 
of early post-medieval origin but rebuilt in 
the nineteenth century, with small shops in 
between.  To the rear of St James’s Street 
the pattern of houses, offices and banks 
survives largely intact.  The north side of 
the street has been completely 
redeveloped, apart from a small area at the 
western end, and is now occupied by a 
shopping mall. 

The area is of mixed character with stone 
and brick buildings, some rendered, 
ranging from two to five storeys in height.  
The majority, however, are stone-built and 
of two to three storeys.  The area includes 
shops, houses, a church and a club, as 
well as the Council Offices.  The former 
Central Stores at 13-19 Hammerton Street 

Imperial Mill was built in 1906 (Bennett 
1951, 107), as one of the several very large 
factories built and equipped with the latest 
machinery in Burnley in the early part of the 
twentieth century, before 1914.  
Constructed in response to the demand for 
cloth on the world markets, this relatively 
tall single-storey mill is brick-built.  Still in 
industrial use, it is situated on the northern 
bank of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.  
The slightly later Empire Mill lies adjacent 
to the character area, to the west.  

– Finsley and Healey Royd Mills (Area 9) 
Situated on the north and south banks of 
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, this area of 
early nineteenth-century cotton mills 
continued to develop and expand 
throughout the nineteenth century.  It 
includes some surviving early nineteenth-
century buildings at Turn Bridge Mills. 

The area is currently of mixed character, 
and includes a garage and a mill shop.  
The buildings are mainly stone-built, 
although one is partly of stone and partly of 
brick and the garage is entirely of brick.  
The character area includes a footbridge 
and a pipe bridge across the canal. 
– Whittlefield Mills (Area 10) 
This former area of large cotton weaving 
factories was built in the second half of the 
nineteenth century on the south bank of the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal.  Several mills 
that stood in the character until recently 
were demolished in the late 1990s, some 
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as recently as 2000 or 2001.  Only one mill, 
the stone-built Susan Mill, remains extant.  
This was formerly part of Whittlefield Mill.  
The area once stretched further south, but 
three mills within the M65 corridor have 
also been demolished.   
– Spring Garden Mill (Area 11) 
This very mixed area of industrial 
development along the east side of the 
canal embankment includes fabric of brick, 
stone and steel.  At the northern end the 
area is dominated by Spring Garden Mill, 
and to the south are a number of industrial 
buildings which were once part of a 
tannery, sawmills and livery stables.  The 
sawmills were rebuilt in 1906 as Dean Mill, 
a three-storey stone structure. 
– Sandygate and Trafalgar Street (Area 
12)   
An extensive area of mill development and 
important iron foundries along both banks 
of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, near the 
centre of the survey area.  This character 
area also includes the western part of the 
New Town area, which began to develop in 
the 1820s.  Many of the early to mid-
nineteenth-century mill buildings still 
survive, although a high proportion are now 
run down or derelict.  The area is of mixed 
character, with buildings ranging in height 
from one to five storeys.  Many are stone-
built, although some are of brick or a mix of 
stone and brick.  Some are part-rendered. 

The area features a number of listed 
buildings, including Slater Terrace, a row of 
eleven former weavers’ cottages built over 
a warehouse in c1848-50, converted by the 
early twentieth century but currently 
unoccupied.  The Oakmount engine and 
engine house comprise a scheduled 
monument. 
– Spring Hill Shed (Area 13) 
This factory is shown on the 1897 reprint of 
the 1893 1:2500 OS map.  It lies 
immediately west of an area of terraced 
housing.  The surrounding area remains 
relatively open today, with recreational and 
agricultural land adjacent to the character 
area to the north and west.  A railway line 
passes nearby, to the north.  Built of brick, 
the mill is rendered and is of a single 

storey; it is currently in commercial use.  An 
adjacent millpond to the south, shown on 
the 1890s map, is no longer extant. 
– Daneshouse Mills (Area 14) 
An area of cotton weaving mills on the east 
bank of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, to 
the north of the town centre, which 
developed in the mid- to late nineteenth 
century as a consequence of the opening 
of the Lancashire to Yorkshire Railway in 
1848.  The site has undergone some 
alteration since the nineteenth century, and 
now comprises four named mills rather 
than the seven named in 1893.  It lies 
adjacent to an extensive area of gridiron 
terraced housing to the east and south. 

The site is in mixed but primarily 
commercial use and includes offices, a 
snooker centre, a café, a nursery and a mill 
shop.  Buildings are of two to four storeys 
and are generally stone- or brick-built; Old 
Hall Mill is steel clad with stone at the base.  
Part of Northbridge House has been 
demolished.  The brick-built Elm Mill is of 
ornate appearance.  A cobbled area lies to 
the west of Throstle Mill. 
– Livingstone and Queen’s Mills (Area 
15) 
This group of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth-century weaving factories lies on 
the east bank of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal, adjacent to an extensive area of 
gridiron terraced housing.  The mills are of 
one to two storeys and are built of brick 
and stone.  The area is in industrial and 
commercial use.  Area 14 (Daneshouse 
Mills) lies a short distance to the south.   

 
– Wood Top Mill (Area 16) 
Wood Top Mill is a later nineteenth-century 
cotton-weaving mill, situated adjacent to an 
area of gridiron terraced housing.  Land in 
the general area to the south and west of 
the mill was largely open at the time when 
it was built, but has since become 
developed with twentieth-century housing.  
A small reservoir to the east of the mill, 
within the character area, represents a 
remnant of a former millpond. 
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– Park Shed (Area 17) 
This large brick-built weaving factory 
adjacent to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
was built in 1907.  It features a two-storey 
preparation block, and offices with stone 
detailing and an ornamental tower at each 
end.  It is currently disused and in poor 
condition, with missing roof slates and 
many broken windows.  The mill lies near 
the northern end of an area of bye-law 
terraced housing. 
– Lodge Mill (Area 18) 
This later nineteenth-century weaving mill 
occupies a small area of land between the 
railway and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 
in the northern part of the survey area.  
Rebuilt and expanded in 1907, it is 
currently in use as a trade warehouse.  The 
frontage is of stone to the lower half with 
tiling, probably of later twentieth-century 
date, to the upper half. 
– Bishop House Mill (Area 19) 
Although Bishop House Mill is marked on 
the 1893 map (OS 1:2500), the current 
building does not occupy the full footprint of 
the original; it may have been rebuilt in 
1907.  A millpond adjacent to the site to the 
east (just beyond the character area) is 
shown on the 1893 map but is no longer 
extant, its site apparently now a small area 
of waste ground.  The front of the mill is 
stone, although it is rendered to the side. 
– Stanley Mill (Area 20) 
This large stone weaving shed was built in 
1891 and is a Grade II listed building.  Set 
within an extensive area of surviving 
gridiron plan terraced housing, the site 
includes an office block and a circular 
chimney. 
– Newtown Mills (Area 21) 
This area of almost entirely stone-built 
industrial buildings and workers’ cottages 
adjacent to the town centre began to 
develop from the 1820s.  New Town cotton 
mill was the first mill to be built, followed by 
Proctor’s cotton mill in 1830.  The latter 
subsequently became an ironworks, and is 
currently in use as a club.   New Town Mill 
was extended throughout the nineteenth 
century, and covered much of this area.  

The buildings of New Town Mill and the 
ironworks still survive, along with remnants 
of the workers’ housing, within a 
conservation area.  The housing is of three 
storeys and was originally back-to-back, 
but all except for one pair have been 
knocked through and the buildings are now 
in commercial use.  The terrace is stone-
built, with a cobbled road (Free Trade 
Street) to the rear.  Hammerton Street, to 
the front, has a modern cobbled surface. 
– Byerden Mill (Area 22) 
Byerden Mill was the first to be established 
in this area of large cotton weaving mills, 
before 1891, and Primrose Mill was 
established in 1904.  The character area 
now includes a builders’ yard, which 
occupies the former site of a millpond and 
an adjacent area to the west of Byerden 
Mill.  The mills are of one to two storeys 
and are built of stone and brick.  Some 
windows to Martin Street Mill, in the 
northern part of the character area, are 
boarded up. A row of back-to-backs 
formerly occupied the southern end of the 
site. 
– Works, Hargher Street (Area 23) 
This works has never formed part of a 
more extensive area of industrial 
development.  In the 1890s (OS 1:2500) 
the terraced housing still extant to the north 
of the works had been built, but the area to 
the south was not developed until housing 
estates were built there in the first half of 
the twentieth century.  This small character 
area is bounded to the west by a recreation 
ground. 

– Ashfield Mill (Area 24) 
Built in the second half of the nineteenth 
century, Ashfield Mill now represents a 
small remnant of the earlier townscape, the 
buildings that previously surrounded it 
having been replaced during twentieth-
century redevelopment of the town centre.  

– Hand Bridge Mill (Area 25) 
This area originally formed part of a larger 
industrial area on either side of the River 
Calder, with terraced housing surrounding 
the industrial development.  The general 
vicinity has retained this mixed character, 
although mills to the east and on the 
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opposite bank of the Calder have been 
replaced by modern industrial buildings and 
some of the terraced housing has been 
replaced by twentieth-century residential 
development and a school.  A mill 
immediately west of the character area has 
also been replaced by modern housing.  
Handbridge Mill itself lies on the south bank 
of the Calder, and the character area 
includes two further mills, one to the west 
and one to the south.  Although named on 
the 1893 mapping (OS 1:2500), these two 
mills are marked simply ‘Works’ on modern 
mapping. 

 

Non-textile industry (Areas 26-9) 
– Lane Head Quarry (Area 26) 
This former sandstone quarry, in operation 
by the 1840s (OS 1:10,560) and still 
worked in 1893 (OS 1:2500), now forms a 
landscaped recreation area.  The site 
includes a playground and a small car park, 
and the northern part has been planted 
with trees or bushes.  The character area is 
set in a largely residential area of mixed 
date, with handloom weavers’ cottages to 
the south, and is bordered by playing fields 
to the north.   

– Works, Lowerhouse Lane (Area 27) 
This small works building close to the 
western boundary of the survey area was 
shown on the 1893 map (OS 1:2500), 
although it was not named.  An adjacent 
mill site immediately to the east has 
recently been developed for housing, 
although a reservoir to the south has 
survived and there is an area of industrial 
workers’ housing to the west of the works. 

– Former malthouse, Sandygate (Area 
28) 
This rectangular building dates to the 
second half of the nineteenth century and 
forms part of a wider area of pre-twentieth 
century industrial development that is 
largely textile-related, adjacent to the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal.  The site lies 
close to the town centre. 

– Globe Iron Works (Area 29) 
These two late nineteenth-century sheds 
are of one and two storeys and are brick-

built, although one is now partly steel clad.  
The firm which built them made textile 
machinery and was originally based at 
Saunder Bank (Ashmore 1982, 193), but 
moved to this site in the western part of 
Burnley after 1891 (OS 1893b 1:2500).  
Situated on the south bank of the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal, the works lies within 
an area of twentieth-century industrial 
development. 

 
Railway (Areas 30 & 31) 
– Accrington & Colne Line (north 
section) (Area 30) 
This short length of railway line close to the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal in the northern 
part of Burnley includes a railway bridge 
with a cast iron parapet.  It is attached to 
Area 31 by a stretch of track that runs 
through open ground beyond the edges of 
the survey area. 

– Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway (Area 
31) 
Although the railway lines themselves have 
survived and are still in use, several areas 
of associated infrastructure such as goods 
sheds and sidings are no longer extant or 
have only partially survived, with some of 
the land now in use for industrial or 
commercial purposes and some beneath 
the route of the M65 motorway.  Many 
smaller features such as signal boxes, 
signal posts and mileposts have also been 
lost since the nineteenth century. 

The Todmorden branch line joins the main 
line to the west of the town centre; 
Manchester Road Station on the branch 
line remains in use.  On the main line, 
Burnley Central Station was formerly called 
Bank Top, and is still the main station 
although it has lost most of its sidings and 
goods sheds.  Burnley Barracks station no 
longer has station buildings. 

A mineral railway formerly branched off to 
the east near the point where the main line 
turns north.  Its former route is tree-lined 
where it skirts the northern edge of 
Thompson Park. 
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Utilities (Areas 32-6) 
– Waste disposal centre, Grosvenor 
Street (Area 32) 
This small waste disposal centre lies 
adjacent to a council depot, in an area of 
mixed residential and industrial/commercial 
use.  It occupies the former site of 
Stoneyholme Shed. 

– Refuse tip, east of Ridge Avenue (Area 
33) 
This extensive household waste disposal 
site is situated at the eastern edge of the 
urban area and is largely surrounded by 
open space, although a residential area lies 
nearby, to the west. 

– Gas Holder Station, Oswald Street 
(Area 34) 
This site at the northern edge of the survey 
area post-dates the 1893 mapping (OS 
1:2500).  It is situated between the railway 
and the M65 motorway with an open field 
to the north and a school immediately to 
the south.  The wider area to the east and 
south comprises mixed residential and 
industrial development. 

– Reservoir, off Knotts Lane (Area 35) 
Situated close to the western edge of the 
survey area on the Green Brook, this 
reservoir is a former millpond and was 
previously more extensive.  The reservoir 
has lost much of its original context as both 
of the major industrial sites in the vicinity, 
Lowerhouse cotton mill and a printworks, 
have been redeveloped for housing in the 
twentieth century.  Some of the associated 
workers’ housing has, however, survived. 

 

– Gas Holder Station, Royle Road (Area 
36) 
Only one gasholder remains at the former 
Stoneyholme Gas Works, which pre-dates 
1893 (OS 1:2500).  Three further 
gasholders once lay to the north-west of 
the surviving structure, but this area now 
appears to be waste ground associated 
with the adjacent council depot.  The 
southern part of the site contains a post-
1893 gas governor and a modern 

scrapyard.  The River Calder forms the 
western site boundary. 

 

Rural settlement (Areas 37-44) 
The eight areas of pre-urban rural 
settlement are spread throughout much of 
Burnley, although they are mainly situated 
close to the edges of the urban area and 
there are none in the town centre itself.  
The character areas are all small, generally 
containing only two or three buildings, and 
most are at least partly surrounded by 
areas of later development.  Buildings 
within the sites date to between the 
sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, and five 
sites contain listed buildings or structures.  
The character areas include farms and 
cottages, as well as a former farm that is 
now a public house (Area 40, the Malt 
Shovel) and a former canal engineer’s 
residence (in Area 39). 

 

Handloom weavers’ settlement (Area 45) 
– Burnley Lane Head (Area 45) 
This area in the north-eastern part of 
Burnley mainly comprises former handloom 
weavers’ cottages, some of which were in 
existence by 1786 (Harley 1967, 47), and 
also contains the Black Bull Inn, which was 
once a farm (Bennett 1949, 203).  A former 
national school, built in 1835, lies on the 
east side.  The cottages have all been 
modernised, but still occupy a small and 
intimate setting, with most linked by 
footpaths and single-track lanes.  The 
character area lies adjacent to the former 
Lane Head sandstone quarry, which is 
shown on the 1848 OS map (1:10,560) and 
which continued to be worked during the 
second half of the nineteenth century. 

The cottages themselves are stone-built 
and of two storeys; some are rendered.  
Several rows have small or medium-sized 
gardens, whilst others front directly onto 
the street.  Four of the cottages are Grade 
II listed.  The area also includes a modern 
brick building which appears to be in light 
industrial use.   
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Industrial workers’ settlement (Areas 46 
& 47) 
– Lowerhouse Fold (Area 46) 
This area comprises rows of two-storey 
stone cottages, many of which are 
rendered, built for workers at the mills at 
Lowerhouse.  The earliest cottages, at 304 
to 308 Lowerhouse Lane, date to around 
1800, and were probably for workers at the 
first cotton mill, built in 1785.  The other 
cottages were built in the 1820s and 1830s 
and in the mid-nineteenth century 
(Ashmore 1982, 193; 
http://www.imagesofengland.org.uk).  
Several rows of cottages and a nineteenth-
century lamp-post on Lowerhouse Lane are 
Grade II listed. 

The area includes two rows backing onto 
one another, with a cobbled service road 
between that is accessed by an archway at 
the north-east end; the terraces slope down 
to the south-west.  Service roads 
elsewhere in the character area are 
unmade or tarmacked.  None of the houses 
have front gardens, although two rows are 
fronted by stone-flagged pathways rather 
than streets accessible to vehicles.  The 
area is mainly in residential use, but 
includes two shops and a post office. 
– Lowerhouse (Area 47) 
This area at the western edge of Burnley 
also comprises cottages built for mill 
workers.  The longest row fronts onto Bear 
Street, an unmade road, and is accessed 
to the rear by an unmade service road.  
The cottages are stone-built and of two 
storeys; some are rendered and some 
have small front gardens, although the 
majority front directly onto the street.  One 
row comprises four cottages that are of two 
storeys but are shorter than the others.  
These houses also have particularly small 
windows, and are set below the present 
road level. 

 

Pre-1850 row houses (Area 48) 
– Cop Row (Area 48) 
These rows of cottages on the north side of 
Briercliffe Road were probably built around 
the beginning of the nineteenth century as 

weavers’ cottages.  One row of three 
features medium-length front gardens, but 
the remaining houses all front directly onto 
the street.  The rows are stone-built, with 
some houses rendered.  All the buildings 
are of two storeys, although the houses are 
of a shorter height than the later 
nineteenth-century two-storey terraces in 
east Lancashire.  The two public houses in 
the character area are also slightly taller 
than the cottages. 

 

Villa development (Areas 49-55) 
– Padiham Road (Area 49) 
An area of middle-class villa development 
along Padiham Road, situated on the edge 
of the built-up area when first constructed, 
but now lying within a wider area of 
twentieth-century residential development.  
The area includes former farms, such as 
Palace House, a sixteenth-century building 
redeveloped in the nineteenth century as 
an elite residence (Farrer and Brownbill 
1911, 454).  The probable coach house to 
Palace House is Grade II listed. 

The houses tend to have medium or large-
sized gardens, and are detached or semi-
detached or built in short high-status 
terraces.  One such terrace features a 
datestone of 1881, and is named ‘Park 
Villas’.  Almost all of the houses are stone-
built; one is brick-built, and some are 
rendered.  Many feature bay windows. 

An area of gridiron terraced housing lies to 
the south east of the character area.  The 
tradition of building higher-status dwellings 
in this location continued into the twentieth 
century, with further large houses in 
medium to large gardens being set 
between some of the groups of villas. 

 

– 31 Ightenhill Park Lane (Area 50) 
This single detached house set in a 
medium-sized garden was named Park 
Villa on the 1893 map (OS 1:2500).  
Situated near Whittlefield Recreation 
Ground, it lies within a residential area, with 
neighbouring developments including both 
relatively high status terraces and later 
housing. 
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– Palatine Square (Area 51) 
A small square of middle-class villas, 
mostly semi-detached but including a row 
of six, a row of three at the end of the cul-
de-sac, and two detached houses of the 
same design as the semis.  The villas had 
been built by 1882 (BL Yellow 3), and are 
set within medium-sized gardens.  The row 
of six appears to have been designed as 
three pairs of houses rather than 
presenting the frontage of a true terrace.  
The houses are all stone-built and of two 
storeys, featuring bay windows, and are in 
good condition.  The square is situated 
within an area of lower status terraced 
housing just over half a kilometre west of 
the town centre. 

– Towneley (Area 52) 
This area of villa development forms an 
extension to the middle-class housing 
along Todmorden Road.  The location, at 
the south-eastern edge of the survey area, 
was seen as desirable because of its 
proximity to Towneley Park.  The dwellings 
are a mixture of detached and semi-
detached houses and short terraces and 
are mainly stone-built, although a small 
number are of brick and some are 
rendered.  The majority are used as private 
residences, although the area includes a 
nursery school and a home for the elderly.  

– Council offices, Springfield Road/71 
Todmorden Road (Area 53) 
This area includes a short row of buildings 
and a single detached early to mid-
nineteenth-century villa, Grade II listed and 
currently in use as an education centre.  
The house is set in a mixed area of middle-
class nineteenth-century terraced housing, 
twentieth-century residential development 
and industrial buildings of various dates. 

– Pasturegate, Pasturegate Avenue and 
Durban Grove (Area 54) 
This area comprises semi-detached and 
detached houses of an individual character, 
set within large gardens.  There is also one 
row of three houses.  Built towards the end 
of the nineteenth century, many of the 
residences back onto Scott Park, which 
opened in 1895. 

– Rosehill House Hotel (Area 55) 

This former cotton manufacturer’s villa, 
said to date to 1856, is a Grade II listed 
building.  Its grounds were formerly more 
extensive, but have largely been developed 
for twentieth-century housing and, although 
the coach house immediately south of the 
main house has survived, a lodge shown 
on the 1893 map (OS 1:2500) is no longer 
extant. 

 

Post-medieval urban development 
(Areas 56-61) 
– Trafalgar Street & Derby Street (Area 
56) 
This small group of buildings includes a 
public house dating to the second half of 
the nineteenth century, but otherwise pre-
dates 1848 (OS 1:10,560 mapping).  The 
central building is a Grade II listed former 
National School dated 1840, currently in 
use as a warehouse.  To the north, the 
character area is flanked by nineteenth-
century mills, whilst to the south is an area 
of twentieth-century housing, replacing late 
nineteenth-century gridiron terraces. 

– 40-52 (even) Church Street (Area 57) 
This area adjacent to the River Brun 
comprises two short rows of buildings 
fronting directly onto the street, and 
includes a public house.  Situated a short 
distance to the north east of the early town 
centre, this small remnant is now 
surrounded by twentieth-century 
redevelopment.  Buildings are shown on 
the site on the 1848 map (OS 1:10,560), 
and some of these may have survived. 

– 106-114 (even) Westgate & Belle Vue 
Place (Area 58) 
106-114 Westgate comprise a row of five 
small Grade II listed stone-built 
townhouses, formed of a terrace of four 
with a fifth house attached.  A small works 
building lies to the rear of number 106, on 
Belle Vue Place.  The character area is 
bounded to the south west by the curving 
bank of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and 
to the east by Belle Vue Mill, which itself 
forms part of a larger area of nineteenth-
century industrial buildings. 
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– Burnley House Nursing Home (Area 
59) 
This large nursing home was created from 
three early to mid-nineteenth-century town 
houses, with an extension to the rear.  The 
structure is Grade II listed.  Situated near 
the western edge of the town in the mid-
nineteenth century, by 1893 the character 
area had become surrounded by terraced 
housing and textile mills.  Much of the 
terraced housing has since been lost, so 
that open land lies to the north and 
twentieth-century commercial 
developments to the east and west, 
although one terrace has survived to the 
south-west. 

– Dawson Square (Area 60) 
Dawson Square was an area of 
redevelopment dating to the early 
nineteenth century, with small cottages and 
some back-to-back dwellings (Bennett 
1949, 207).  The cottages fronting Church 
Street and Dawson Square, which were 
built around a courtyard, are still extant. 

The character area is set within a curve of 
the River Brun.  Most of the stone-built, 
three-storey buildings are Grade II listed. 
The area is mainly in commercial use, with 
offices and a restaurant, although some of 
the buildings are residential.  Dawson 
Square itself is cobbled. 

– Bank Parade (Area 61) 
Along Bank Parade is an area of town 
houses dating to the early nineteenth 
century.  The area is of varied character 
and includes several groups of listed 
buildings, the earliest of which is dated 
1790-1800.  It also includes the 
Stackhouses, a block of ‘top and bottom’ 
houses.  The fabric is mainly stone, with 
some brick and a small number of rendered 
buildings.  Some of the buildings have 
small front gardens, and some feature bay 
windows.  Structures are of 1-3 storeys.  
Those on the eastern side of the road back 
onto a strip of land that runs down to the 
River Brun.  The character area is largely 
bordered by twentieth-century commercial 
and public buildings. 

 

 

Middle-class housing (Areas 62-78) 
– Todmorden Road; Fair View Road 
(Area 62) 
These two terraces of wide houses with 
gardens run southwards from the edge of 
Towneley Park, to join with a more 
extensive area of middle-class housing that 
continues southwards along Todmorden 
Road. 

– Western Avenue (Area 63) 
This area comprises a row of four houses, 
a semi-detached pair and a single 
detached residence.  The houses overlook 
Scott Park. 

– The Grange North & The Grange South 
(Area 64) 
These two houses now form a semi-
detached pair, although they may well have 
originally been a single dwelling.  The 
houses are set within large gardens.  The 
surrounding area is residential, with 
terraced housing to the south and 
twentieth-century developments to the 
north, east and west. 

– 1-15 Queen’s Park Road (Area 65) 
This area includes three pairs of semi-
detached houses and three rows of three, 
all with large gardens.  The setting is 
relatively isolated; all of the houses 
overlook Queen’s Park, and an extensive 
area of open land lies to the rear. 

– Kingsland Grove (Area 66) 
These two middle-class terraces were built 
in the grounds of an earlier villa, Fair 
Grove, which is no longer extant.  The 
terrace on the main street is raised above 
road level.  The houses are stone-built and 
of three storeys, and have front gardens.  
The two terraces lie between the area of 
villas to the south and an extensive area of 
gridiron terraced houses to the north west. 

– Todmorden Road (Area 67) 
This area of houses was built at the end of 
the nineteenth century or in the early years 
of the twentieth century, before 1912.  The 
majority of the houses were built in 
terraces, including some short rows of only 
three or four houses, but there are also 
small numbers of detached and semi-
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detached houses.  One detached villa set 
in a large garden and two further houses 
are Grade II listed. 

The houses are stone-built, with some 
rendered, and are mainly of two storeys, 
although some are of three.  The area is in 
residential use, and includes a hostel and 
at least two residential homes.  The 
surrounding area is also largely residential, 
and includes lower-status nineteenth-
century terraces and twentieth-century 
housing, with schools on the site 
immediately to the east. 

– Manchester Road/Rosehill (Area 68) 
This area largely comprises ribbon 
development along Manchester Road, the 
main road leading south out of Burnley.  
Most of the houses were built at the end of 
the nineteenth century and in the early 
years of the twentieth century, before 1910 
(OS 1893b 1:2500; OS 1914 1:10,560).  
The houses are of mixed character, with 
some large, high-quality terraces, areas of 
detached houses, semi-detached houses 
and rows of three. 

At the north end of the character area are 
larger houses, some of which developed 
from earlier farmhouses such as Greenhill 
Farm and Healey Hall.  The former is now 
a bowling club and is Grade II listed.  Other 
listed buildings in the area, also towards 
the northern end, comprise three 
nineteenth-century villas and a terrace of 
three town houses.  The area also includes 
a pre-1848 public house and a residential 
home. 

– Ormerod Road (Area 69) 
This area includes a number of buildings 
on Church Street as well as on Ormerod 
Road itself.  In the 1880s, many buildings 
on Church Street were demolished to allow 
the road to be widened to accommodate 
the tram system.  Both the Talbot Inn and 
the Old Sparrowhawk Inn were rebuilt, as 
were the houses between the Talbot and 
Shorey Lane (Bennett 1951, 32).  Ormerod 
Road was built after 1878, when Godley 
Lane was closed and the area was 
redeveloped.  The houses along it were 
built in short and medium-length terraces 
with front gardens.  The buildings are of 
two or three storeys and are stone-built.  At 

the western end of the character area, 
some houses are rendered and some 
feature bay windows.  The area includes 
cobbled service roads to the rear of the 
terraces. 

 

 
Plate 24:  Ormerod Road 

When the houses were built, the majority 
overlooked the grounds of Bank Hall.  Part 
of this area has since become Thompson 
Park (Area 142), but the setting of the 
western part of the character area has 
been altered by the construction of the 
substantial buildings of the College Of Art 
and Technology on land immediately to the 
north. 

– Landseer Close (Area 70) 
This area comprises two short rows of 
houses built in the early twentieth century, 
overlooking Scott Park.  The houses are 
wide and are set in spacious gardens.  The 
character area lies adjacent to a larger 
area of middle-class housing along the 
Manchester Road.  

 

– 254-262 (even) Todmorden Road (Area 
71) 
Two pairs of semi-detached houses built 
between 1893 and 1911, and a single 
detached house dating to the second half 
of the nineteenth century.  The houses are 
set within medium-sized gardens.  This 
small area lies at the south-eastern edge of 
Burnley, close to Towneley Park and 
adjacent to a group of later nineteenth-
century villas. 

© Lancashire County Council 2005  52 



Lancashire Historic Town Survey  Burnley 

– 317-27 (odd) & 351-67 (odd) Colne 
Road (Areas 72 & 73) 
These two small groups of houses form 
part of an area of ribbon development near 
the northern edge of the survey area, along 
the main Colne Road.  The buildings are 
detached or semi-detached, with one row 
of four houses, and are set within medium 
or large gardens.  Between the two areas 
lie houses of a similar character but of 
slightly later date.   

An extensive area of gridiron-plan terraced 
houses lies immediately to the south, and 
mid-twentieth-century housing 
developments lie to the east and west. 

– Glen View Road & Manchester Road 
(Area 74) 
This area of substantial houses in large 
gardens forms part of a larger area of 
middle-class housing along Manchester 
Road.  The houses were built between 
1893 and 1911 and include short rows and 
detached and semi-detached dwellings. 

– 119-127 (odd) Rosehill Road (Area 75) 
This small area comprises two pairs of 
semi-detached houses and one detached 
dwelling, built facing onto Healey Heights 
Recreation Ground (Area 148) between 
1893 and 1911.  Although some further 
middle-class housing of the later nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries lies a short 
distance to the north, development in the 
surrounding area generally comprises 
twentieth-century housing estates. 

 

– 20-30 (even) Glen View Road (Area 76) 
Three pairs of substantial semi-detached 
houses, built between 1893 and 1911 and 
set within large gardens.  The character 
area lies at the southern edge of Burnley, 
within an extensive area of twentieth-
century residential development. 

– Moseley Road (Area 77) 
Situated at the southern edge of Burnley, 
this character area comprises three short 
terraces of five or six houses and a pair of 
semi-detached houses, and is bordered to 
the west by an extensive open area.  The 
terraces all have front gardens, and the 

semi-detached houses are set in large 
grounds.  The latter are of slightly earlier 
date than the terraces, being shown on the 
1893 map (OS 1:2500), although all of the 
houses pre-date 1911. 

– 183-197 (odd) Todmorden Road (Area 
78) 
This terrace of eight houses with medium-
length front gardens lies at the south-
eastern edge of the survey area near 
Towneley Park.  Built between 1911 and 
1931, the houses form an extension to an 
earlier area of villa development and 
middle-class housing to the north. 

  

Bye-law terraced housing (Areas 79-134) 
– Habergham (Area 79)   
This small settlement on the north-west 
edge of Burnley was in existence by the 
late eighteenth century.  It contained a row 
of cottages with possible rear loomshops, 
called Cheapside, which have now been 
demolished (OS 1848 1:10,560).  The 
surviving houses are later nineteenth 
century terraces, probably built for workers 
at Habergham Colliery and the White Gate 
quarry (OS 1893b 1:2500).  The houses 
are stone-built, and some are rendered.  
Some of the lost terraces appear to have 
been demolished to allow the main road to 
be widened. 

The character area includes a stone-built 
church dated 1846-9, which is Grade II 
listed, and a house dated 1840, also listed, 
which was formerly the headmaster’s 
house for the demolished Gawthorpe 
School.  Three terraces at the western end 
of the character area are of slightly higher 
status, with bay windows and medium-
sized front gardens.  One of these rows 
includes a shop.  To the eastern end of the 
character area is a group of buildings that 
includes a post office, a public house and a 
nursery.  

– Burnley Ridge (Area 80) 
This area comprises two short terraces, 
totalling sixteen houses, built on Brunshaw 
Road by 1891 (OS 1893a 1:2500).  Slightly 
later houses now adjoin the north-western 
terrace.  The houses are stone-built and of 

© Lancashire County Council 2005  53 



Lancashire Historic Town Survey  Burnley 

two storeys, and are accessed to the rear 
by tarmac service roads.  The stone blocks 
used for construction are narrow along the 
frontage, but are larger at the sides of the 
terraces.  The houses have small front 
gardens. 

Since the nineteenth century an extensive 
area of housing has been developed to the 
south on the former open fields overlooked 
by the character area. 

– Ridge Row (Area 81) 
This terrace of twenty houses with no front 
gardens was in existence by 1893, but 
post-dates 1848 (OS 1893a 1:2500).  The 
terrace is separated from an area of 
associated rear gardens by a cobbled 
service road, although the gardens are not 
shown on the 1893 map (OS 1893 a 
1:2500).  The terrace is in good condition, 
and is stone-built with some houses 
rendered.  There is a shop at one end. 

During the nineteenth century the character 
area was in an isolated situation, in an area 
of scattered farms, although a tramway 
serving a colliery beyond the survey area to 
the east passed directly north of the 
terrace.  The former farmland opposite the 
terrace has been developed for twentieth-
century housing, although the area to the 
rear remains open. 

Gannow (Area 82)  
Most of the housing in this area dates to 
the late nineteenth century, and was almost 
certainly built for mine workers at Gannow 
and other local collieries. 

The houses are of two storeys and are 
stone-built, with many rendered.  Several 
terraces along Rosegrove Lane, the main 
through route, and one on Gannow Lane 
feature small front gardens, but the majority 
of the houses front directly onto the street.  
The rears are accessed by service roads, 
mainly tarmacked but including some that 
are cobbled and one unsurfaced. 

Rosegrove Lane includes a shopping area, 
and has a modern surgery on the former 
site of the Rosegrove Preservery.  The 
character area also includes Chapel 
House, presumably a former chapel, a 
single storey stone-built building that 

replaced an earlier school shown on the 
1893 map (OS 1:2500). 

– Areas 83-5 (Ribbon development)  
Areas of ribbon development grew along 
Brunshaw Road, Barden Lane and Cog 
Lane.  Although there were a few houses in 
Cog Lane in the earlier nineteenth century, 
the surviving houses in these areas almost 
all date to the end of the nineteenth century 
or the early twentieth century.  These 
character areas lie on busy through roads 
and, whilst not representing major 
shopping areas, all include at least one 
shop. 

At Brunshaw Bottom, further terraced 
housing has been built extending back at 
right angles from the ribbon development, 
to form an adjacent character area to the 
rear of the main road.  The terraces at Cog 
Lane are largely surrounded by later 
residential development, and a modern 
Methodist church has been built on the 
former site of a chapel and Sunday school.  
This area formerly included twelve back-to-
back houses, some of which may have 
partially survived. 

– Areas 86, 87, 89, 90, 93, 94, 96 & 98-
100 
The extensive areas of terraced housing 
laid out in a gridiron pattern of streets form 
the largest definable surviving pre-twentieth 
century plan component in Burnley.  The 
housing was laid out after 1854, with the 
Daneshouse, Fulledge and Whittlefield 
districts being built primarily in the 1860s 
and 1870s, and the remainder between 
1882 and 1914 (see pp39-42). 

The terraced housing was formerly far 
more extensive, covering much of the town 
centre and other areas between the 
surviving blocks.  These areas have been 
redeveloped for twentieth-century housing 
and industrial and commercial uses.  The 
ragged outlines of the surviving character 
areas are partially a reflection of the 
piecemeal redevelopment of the 
surrounding areas and partly due to the 
proximity of other character types such as 
textile mills and in some cases higher-
status housing.  Pockets of other 
nineteenth-century character types or of 
twentieth century infill development or 
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redevelopment lie within some of the larger 
areas of terraces; some represent the 
former sites of terraces or other buildings.  
These include sites such as Thornber 
Gardens (Area 141) and an adjacent site 
containing twentieth-century housing that 
was formerly occupied by the Victoria 
Hospital.  Many of the textile mills that 
formed part of the townscape to which 
these houses belonged have survived, 
within and adjacent to the housing 
character areas, although some have fallen 
into disrepair. 

Almost all of the terraced houses are of two 
storeys.  The terraces are stone-built, and 
the majority include some rendered 
houses.  Rear access is provided by 
service roads; almost all of these are 
tarmacked, although a small number retain 
cobbled surfaces.  Most of the houses front 
directly onto the street or have only very 
small front gardens.  A small number of 
terraces of a slightly higher status have 
longer front gardens, including a row that 
overlooks Thornber Gardens. 

– Areas 88, 91, 92, 95, 97 & 101-134 

As well as the large continuous areas of 
terraces, Burnley also contains numerous 
smaller character areas of this type.  These 
occur throughout much of the town, 
including the centre, with areas ranging in 
size from a single terrace to a small group.  
Some houses, particularly those nearer to 
the town centre, represent remnants of the 
more extensive developments that once 
covered the area but have been cleared 
(see previous sub-section), so that these 
terraces have lost their original context.  A 
small number of terraces were built in 
isolated situations at some distance from 
the town centre, but now form small 
pockets within or at the edge of later 
housing developments of an entirely 
different character, and have thus also lost 
their original context. 

Some terraces post-dating 1893 form 
separate character areas near to and 
sometimes adjoining earlier development.  
These can include partial terraces that 
were added to existing ones.  In the 
western part of the survey area, ribbon 
development forms extensions to earlier 
industrial settlements.  Some of these 

terraces now lie in mixed areas, with 
twentieth century housing, open space, 
schools and industrial sites in the 
immediate vicinity. 

 

Pre-NHS Hospital (Area 135) 
– Burnley General Hospital (former 
Workhouse) (Area 135) 
This character area forms part of the larger 
site of the present Burnley General 
Hospital, covering almost half of its area.  
This part of the hospital originated as 
Burnley Union Workhouse, built in 1876 by 
William Waddington.  All the original 
buildings appear to have survived, although 
they have been altered and extended.  The 
workhouse became part of the general 
hospital after 1919 (see pp47-8).  The 
character area also contains some later 
buildings, small grassed areas and car 
parks.  The hospital buildings are 
constructed of both stone and brick, and 
are one to three storeys in height. 

 

Twentieth century hospital (Area 136) 
– Burnley General Hospital (Area 136) 
This character area forms an extension to 
the earlier site of the Burnley Union 
Workhouse.  Part of the area had been 
built by 1911, a second part by 1963 and 
two large areas between 1963 and 1976. 

 

Public landscape grounds (Areas 137-
142) 
By the late nineteenth century, there was a 
pressing need for public open space in 
Burnley so that people could “walk and 
rest, undisturbed by the noise and traffic” 
(Bennett 1951, 37).  The council provided 
recreation grounds in the first instance (see 
below, pp54-6), and it was not until 1893 
that the first public park was opened. 

– Scott Park (Area 137) 
This registered park was developed from 
the Hood House estate, bought with money 
left to the town for the purpose by 
Alderman Scott; it opened in 1895 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 53), and was extended in 
the twentieth century.  The park contains 
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the Grade II listed Scott monument, dated 
1895.  Other features include a bandstand 
with a seating area, bowling greens, and an 
area of tennis courts with a pavilion.  The 
remainder of the park is landscaped, and 
includes a stream with several weirs. 

– Queen’s Park (Area 138) 
Queen’s Park was opened in 1893, 
following a donation by Sir John Thursby to 
the town of 28 acres of his estate 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 53).  A Grade II listed 
fountain within the park commemorates this 
gift of land.  In the 1890s, the park was 
crossed by a tramway running north-west 
to south-east.  The area to the south-west 
of this line was laid out first, with a tennis 
court, a tennis lawn and a bowling green 
shown on the 1893 map (OS 1:2500).  The 
landscaping in this area remains essentially 
the same as it was at this time, although 
the south-western corner of the park has 
been cut off by the modern line of Queen 
Victoria Road.  The north-eastern part of 
the park now contains tennis courts and a 
group of buildings and structures, including 
1-2 storey stone buildings and 
glasshouses. 

– Towneley Park (Area 139) 
Towneley Park became the most extensive 
public park in Burnley, when it and 
Towneley Hall were purchased by the 
Corporation from Lady O’Hagan in 1896 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 53).  The park was 
officially opened in 1902 (Bennett 1951, 
37).  The Hall itself and a substantial part of 
the park lie outside the survey area, where 
facilities include Towneley Park Golf 
Course and an area of playing fields. 

Within the character area itself, features 
include a playground area on the bank of 
the River Calder, which crosses the park, 
and the Grade II listed entrance archway to 
the park, which incorporates a stone-built 
cottage.  The character area is marked 
‘Recreation Ground’ on current 1:10,000 
mapping. 

– Piccadilly Gardens (Area 140) 
Piccadilly Gardens were opened in 1894, 
forming a small open space at the edge of 
a residential area.  Middle-class housing 
lies to the south-east and terraced housing, 

generally of low status but including a 
higher-status row fronting onto the 
gardens, to the west and south-west.  A 
railway line runs along the north-eastern 
side of the gardens.  The site includes a 
playground. 

– Thornber Gardens (Area 141) 
Alderman Thornber presented land to the 
town in 1897 so that gardens could be 
opened to commemorate Queen Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee (Bennett 1951, 38).  
Thornber Gardens thus occupies a small 
rectangular area adjacent to the former site 
of Victoria Hospital, which has since been 
redeveloped for houses and a nursing 
home.  To the east, south and west the 
area is bordered by terraced housing.  The 
gardens contain a drinking fountain and 
formal paths in a symmetrical layout. 

– Thompson Park (Area 142) 
This was the last public park to be opened 
in Burnley, in 1930, on land bought by the 
Corporation from a bequest by Mr JW 
Thompson.  The park represents part of the 
former grounds of Bank Hall. It is bisected 
by the River Brun and bordered to the east 
by the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 

Features within the park include a paddling 
pool, a playground, three shelters, a 
boating lake with a footbridge and a 
boathouse, and a Grade II listed memorial 
to a local doctor, dated 1931. 
 

Recreation ground (Areas 143-150) 
In response to the growing need for open 
space in Burnley in the late nineteenth 
century, the Borough Council first opened a 
recreation ground on Healey Heights in 
1872 (Bennett 1951, 37).  By 1891, this 
had been followed by other recreation 
grounds, including two at Daneshouse and 
Fulledge which were later taken up by 
housing developments (OS 1:2500 1893).  
The recreation grounds were not used for 
sports until the first public parks opened in 
the last decade of the nineteenth century 
(Bennett 1951, 37). 
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– Wood Top Recreation Ground (Area 
143) 
Along the northern side of this recreation 
ground is a modern community centre, a 
single-storey brick building with an adjacent 
car park.  The recreation ground itself 
includes a grassed area and an area 
marked out for sports.  The neighbourhood 
is mainly residential, with some industrial 
sites nearby. 

On the 1893 map (OS 1:2500) the 
recreation ground is not defined, but the 
area it later occupied contains a farm at the 
southern edge.  A strip of grass along the 
western edge of the recreation ground, 
separated from it by a boundary, is the 
former site of a terrace of small houses.  
The recreation ground probably opened in 
the later 1890s or the early twentieth 
century. 

– Stoneyholme Recreation Ground (Area 
144) 
This area post-dates the 1893 map (OS 
1:2500).  Its north-eastern side is bordered 
by the River Calder and its north-western 
side by the M65 motorway.  Elsewhere it is 
flanked by open ground and by twentieth-
century industrial areas and utilities, with 
residential developments of various dates 
in the wider surrounding area.  In the 
1890s, a colliery lay immediately south of 
the land that became the recreation 
ground.  The site currently contains two 
bowling greens, playing fields and an area 
of trees. 

 

– Lowerhouse Cricket Ground (Area 
145) 
This nineteenth-century cricket ground is 
situated near the western edge of the 
survey area in Lowerhouse.  It currently 
includes a club building and several other 
small structures.  The area was first 
developed for mills and associated 
workers’ housing in the mid-nineteenth 
century.  The industrial sites in the vicinity 
were largely redeveloped for housing in the 
twentieth century, but much of the earlier 
housing survives, including an area 
immediately west of the cricket ground.  
The surrounding area is still relatively open, 

with farmland to the south and further open 
ground in the wider vicinity to the north.  

– Whittlefield Recreation Ground (Area 
146) 
Whittlefield is set between an area of bye-
law terraces and an area of later post-war 
housing, with industrial land to the south.  It 
is bordered to the south-east by the line of 
the Gannow Tunnel, which carries the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal. The layout of 
paths within the recreation ground has 
been altered since 1893 (OS 1:2500), and 
the site currently includes two playgrounds. 
Although it has been extended slightly to 
the north since 1893, the recreation ground 
formerly extended further to the west and 
south-west. 

– St Andrew’s Recreation Ground (Area 
147) 
This small recreation ground lies in the 
northern part of Burnley, close to the 
former site of the workhouse (now Burnley 
General Hospital).  Post-dating 1893 (OS 
1:2500), it forms one of the few areas of 
open space in this mixed but largely 
residential neighbourhood, along with a 
small playground adjoining its north-east 
side. 

– Healey Heights (Area 148) 
This recreation ground was the first to be 
opened in Burnley, in 1872.  It lies adjacent 
to a larger open area of apparently 
agricultural land, which includes Lower 
Howorth Fold Farm, in the southern part of 
the survey area.  Healey Heights now 
contains areas of trees that are not shown 
on the 1893 map (OS 1:2500), and several 
paths that are additional to those shown in 
the nineteenth century. 

– Turf Moor (Area 149) 
Turf Moor was first opened as a sports 
ground in 1846, when it was used by the 
Burnley Cricket Club, founded in 1828.  In 
1883 the Cricket Club sponsored the 
formation of the Burnley Football Club and 
bought seven acres of land for a football 
pitch, adjoining the cricket field on its east 
side (Bennett 1951, 221-30).  Situated in 
the eastern part of the survey area, the 
present site includes a large car parking 
area to the north of the football ground and 
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a strip of parking to the south of the cricket 
ground.  The football ground is surrounded 
by tall modern stands of brick and steel. 

A bowling green shown in the north-eastern 
corner of the cricket ground on the 1893 
map (OS 1:2500) is now the site of a 
pavilion and terraces.  A Grade II Listed 
milestone is set into the wall forming the 
southern boundary to the character area, 
along Brunshaw Road. 

– St Andrew’s Cricket Ground (Area 150) 
This small cricket ground in the northern 
part of Burnley is set between late 
nineteenth and early twentieth-century 
residential areas and a twentieth-century 
industrial area.  Although shown on the 
1893 map (OS 1:2500), the present cricket 
ground has been extended slightly to the 
east and south.  The site includes a 
pavilion. 

 

Nineteenth century municipal cemetery 
(Area 151) 
– Burnley Cemetery (Area 151) 
Provision for a town cemetery was made in 
the Burnley Improvement Act of 1854.  A 
site at Spa Clough was acquired and the 
burial ground was opened in 1856 (Bennett 
1949, 363).  The cemetery had a lodge and 
three chapels, one Nonconformist, one 
Church of England and one Roman 
Catholic (OS 1893b 1:2500).  The 
cemetery has now expanded eastwards up 
to Rossendale Road, and the original 
denominational chapels have been 
replaced by a single building at the eastern 
end, near a war memorial and a building 
containing council offices.  The sites of the 
original chapels have been preserved 
within the layout of the paths.  The stone-
built lodge is extant, but is partly blocked 
up. 

Older memorials within the cemetery occur 
towards the south-west corner and at the 
western end, where they are crowded 
together.  Some take the form of structures 
such as boxes and pillars. 

 

 

Agricultural (Areas 152-68) 
The urban area for Burnley includes three 
quite large areas of farmland, near the 
western and southern edges.  A further 
farm lies on a small site near the middle of 
the northern side, adjacent to agricultural 
land that extends beyond the survey area.  
An area of gardens that may relate to 
nearby terraced houses but which are not 
shown on nineteenth-century mapping lies 
near this farm.  The remaining twelve 
agricultural areas within Burnley comprise 
allotment gardens.  These are mainly of a 
small to medium size, with the smallest 
measuring about 33 by 22 metres, but 
include one substantial area, adjacent to 
farmland.  Most of the allotment sites lie to 
the west and south of the town centre, 
although two lie to the north-east. 

 

Twentieth century industrial/commercial 
(Areas 169-232) 
Modern industrial and commercial areas in 
Burnley are concentrated along the railway 
lines and the canal and around the 
nineteenth-century commercial centre of 
the town, within the triangular area formed 
by the two railways.  There is also a large 
industrial estate in the north-eastern part of 
the town, which extends beyond the survey 
area, and a small character area at the 
south-western edge of Burnley, which 
represents a fragment of a second 
extensive industrial estate stretching to the 
south and west. 

Mills, warehouses and works lie along the 
canal, whilst sites adjacent to the railway 
include industrial estates and a business 
park.  The town centre includes large areas 
in commercial use, with sites including a 
cinema, a trading park, a market hall and a 
retail park 

Smaller industrial sites include a twentieth-
century mill that has replaced a nineteenth-
century one, a builders’ yard adjacent to a 
timber yard, and a mill that was built 
between 1911 and 1931 and had been 
extended by 1963.  Character areas of a 
commercial nature include individual 
buildings such as garages and large public 
houses set within their own grounds, often 
with car parks.  Many modern industrial 
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sites represent the redevelopment or partial 
redevelopment of earlier sites, and may 
include remnants of earlier fabric. 

 

Twentieth century place of worship 
(Areas 233-51) 
These character areas comprise small sites 
scattered throughout the survey area, 
including the town centre.  Almost all are 
churches of various denominations – 
named sites include Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, Baptist and Mormon churches.  
There is also a Salvation Army Citadel and 
a mosque.  The churches tend to be 
associated with twentieth-century 
residential areas; some are situated 
between nineteenth and twentieth century 
areas.  Several churches are located within 
the commercial part of the town centre.  At 
least two have been built on the sites of 
earlier chapels. 

 

Twentieth century public (Areas 252-67) 
Modern public buildings are concentrated 
in or near the centre of Burnley, although 
there are also several in the western part of 
the survey area.  These include the 
crematorium, which lies close to the 
cemetery, and a library, a health centre and 
a community centre, which are all adjacent 
to or within residential areas.  Small 
individual buildings such as community or 
health centres may also occur in the 
northern part of the survey area, as 
features within residential character areas 
rather than forming separate character 
areas in their own right.   

Public buildings in the town centre include 
the Crown and magistrates’ courts, the 
main library, the police station, council 
offices, and further health and community 
centres.  The public library, built in 1928-
30, is Grade II listed. 

An ambulance station is situated near the 
town centre, close to the main routes 
through the town, and a fire station lies 
about half a kilometre north east of the 
town centre, opposite Queen’s Park. 

 

 

Water feature (Area 268) 
– Rowley Lake (Area 268) 
This lake, situated at the eastern edge of 
the survey area and extending beyond it, 
has been created since 1893 (OS 1:2500).  
Fed by the River Brun, it is situated 
between an area of open space within the 
boundary of the town and open fields to the 
east.  A waste disposal site lies nearby, to 
the north west. 

 

Twentieth century recreational (Areas 
269-304) 
Recreation areas of a wide range of sizes 
are spread throughout Burnley.  These 
areas perform a variety of functions, and 
include: playgrounds and play areas; 
playing fields and sports grounds, including 
a running track; clubs and sports clubs, 
including bowling clubs, a tennis club and a 
cricket club; grassed areas used for 
informal recreation, which may include play 
areas; small to medium-sized parks and 
gardens. 

The largest recreational site is an extensive 
area off Queen’s Park Road, part wooded 
and part grassed, which includes a Youth 
Theatre and which is continuous with 
further open ground beyond the survey 
area. 

 

Twentieth century school/college (Areas 
305-31) 
There are over forty modern educational 
establishments in Burnley, spread 
throughout much of the urban area with the 
exception of the commercial centre.  The 
schools lie adjacent to or within residential 
areas, including the earlier gridiron plan 
terraced housing, although one high school 
is situated within a large industrial estate.  
Some sites include two or more schools.  
The larger sites, some with extensive 
playing fields, tend to lie towards the edges 
of the survey area and to contain high 
schools.  Some of the smaller primary 
school sites also include playing fields.  
There are also small nursery schools, 
many of which are associated with or 
adjacent to schools for older children, 
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usually although not always primary 
schools.  There is one further education 
college, the College of Art and Technology, 
which lies adjacent to the town centre. 

 

Twentieth century transport (Areas 332-
42) 
Character areas relating to transport in the 
twentieth century are almost exclusively 
associated with cars.  Small car parks 
occur in the western and northern parts of 
the survey area, but the majority are 
concentrated in the centre of Burnley, 
where they include a multi-storey.  Much of 
the town centre is ringed by a dual 
carriageway, with several large 
roundabouts.  The largest single character 
area is a stretch of the M65 motorway, 
which runs through the western part of 
Burnley; part of its route through the town 
runs parallel with and adjacent to the 
railway.  An omnibus depot lies to the north 
of the town centre, incorporating the former 
site of a tramway depot in its south-eastern 
corner. 

Canal (Areas 343-9) 

 

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal runs 
through Burnley from north to south, to the 
east of the town centre.  Its most striking 
features are the Burnley embankment, over 
one mile long, and the Gannow Tunnel.  It 
provided the impetus for much industrial 
development along its  

 

 

 

banks in the first half of the nineteenth 
century.  There were a number of 
dockyards, wharves and coal staithes 
along its length within Burnley, including at 
New Hall for the weaving mills there, at  
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Plate 26:  Renovated canal warehouses at Lane 
Bridge, within the area now known as ‘The Weavers’
Triangle’ 
ank Hall, serving the colliery, at Finsley, 
t Manchester Road (the area now known 
s the Weavers’ Triangle), and at Gannow.  
he latter area developed as a wharf for 
ading coal from the Bareclay collieries to 

he south.  Many of the cotton mills along 
he banks of the canal also had their own 
harves. 

ndividual character areas cover lengths 
anging from about 175m to over 2km.  
ome stretches of the canal are separated 

rom others in terms of visual character by 
eatures such as the tunnel, or where the 
oundaries of the survey area cause a loop 
f the canal to pass outside the study area.  
tretches have also become separated 
rtificially where they have been included 
ithin a larger character area that lies on 
 Plate 25:  The canal dockyard at Finsley Gate
oth banks of the canal or where it is 
rossed by a linear character area, such as 
he railway.   

umerous listed structures are associated 
ith the canal, including both portals of the 
annow Tunnel, a toll-house, bridges, an 
queduct carrying the canal over the River 
run, and a wharf master’s house.   
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Individual housing (1918 to 2003) (Areas 
350-63) 
This character type mainly comprises small 
areas of houses set in large gardens, 
generally situated towards the edges of the 
survey area.  Three areas lie on the 
boundary itself, and two of these extend 
beyond it.  There are no areas of this type 
in the town centre.  The houses are most 
often detached, but some areas include 
semi-detached dwellings.  

Character areas lie in a variety of 
situations, with some adjacent to parks or 
other open land and some in twentieth-
century residential suburbs or adjacent to 
areas of earlier high-status housing, such 
as on Padiham Road and at Pasturegate.  
Most of the individual areas are of a small 
size, containing as few as a single house or 
from two to ten houses.  The largest area 
contains twenty-three houses, although 
dwellings of the same character on the 
opposite side of the road lie beyond the 
boundary of the study and are thus 
excluded. 

 
Inter- & immediate post-war housing 
(1918 to c1950) (Areas 364-414) 
Areas of mid- to late twentieth century 
housing include several large estates, 
particularly in the western part of the town.  
There is no housing of this date in the 
centre of Burnley; it is concentrated in the 
southern and western parts and in the far 
northern area.  The larger areas tend to 
represent expansion outwards from the 
terraced housing developments of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
Other areas include extensions to ribbon 
development along the main roads, or have 
infilled gaps between earlier groups of 
houses on these roads. 

Some areas extend beyond the boundaries 
of the survey area.  The larger estates tend 
to feature formal layouts of semi-detached 
houses and short rows, all with individual 
front and rear gardens.  Areas immediately 
adjacent to gridiron terraced housing can 
include terraces that are very similar in 
character to the earlier bye-law houses, as 
well as terraces where the individual 

houses are slightly wider than their earlier 
counterparts.   

 
Late twentieth century housing (c1970 
to 2003) (Areas 415-68) 
Late twentieth century housing areas in 
Burnley are numerous and varied and are 
found throughout the survey area, including 
some very close to the town centre.  
Estates tend to be of a small or medium 
size, with larger areas towards the edge of 
town, particularly the northern edge.  Some 
of these form parts of larger estates 
extending beyond the survey area.  These 
tend to lie adjacent to earlier twentieth-
century residential developments, 
representing suburban expansion.  Other 
sites represent redevelopment of the 
former sites of textile mills or terraced 
houses; at least one church site and a 
small hospital have also been redeveloped 
for housing.  The type includes areas of 
very recent development, built in the 1990s 
or the early years of the twenty-first 
century. 

Estates tend to be laid out as short curving 
culs-de-sac, some leading off longer 
avenues.  Some areas contain detached 
houses, often quite close together, whilst 
others contain a mix of detached and semi-
detached dwellings.  Some areas also 
include flats, nursing homes, sheltered 
accommodation, or staggered rows of 
houses. 

 
Later post-war housing (c1950 to c1970) 
(Areas 469-506) 
Residential development of the 1950s and 
1960s is concentrated at the edges of the 
survey area, with only small or medium-
sized areas in the centre, and is of a 
tremendously varied character.  The larger 
estates form part of the wider twentieth-
century suburban development of Burnley, 
and lie adjacent to earlier and later 
residential areas dating from this century.  
Two of the character areas extend beyond 
the survey area, forming parts of much 
larger residential developments.  Others 
stop at the boundary of the town, some 
with open fields beyond and some adjacent 
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to later housing estates of a distinctly 
different character. 

The layouts of the larger estates generally 
include long avenues, and house-types 
tend to be homogeneous, although areas 
of semi-detached houses can include small 
groups that are detached and vice versa.  
Houses built in short rows are also present.  
The detached houses are often set close 
together.  Individual dwellings may have a 
front and a rear garden, or may have a 
garden only to the rear.  At least two 
housing estates include public houses of a 
broadly contemporary date. 

Smaller areas of later post-war housing can 
include as few as four or eight houses or a 
small number of blocks of flats, and usually 
represent infill within areas of earlier 
development.  One short row lies on the 
former site of a quarry within an area of 
earlier terraced housing; other sites were 
formerly occupied by terraces or by other 
late nineteenth-century buildings.  Part of 
the former site of a brickworks shown on 
the 1893 map (OS 1:2500) has also been 
redeveloped. 

 
Natural (Areas 507 & 508) 
– Coal Clough (Area 507) 
This small area of trees with a stream 
running through lies adjacent to a large 
area of gridiron terraced housing, with open 
ground and a twentieth-century residential 
area to the west.  Part of the open ground 
has recently (c1999-2001) been cleared of 
housing dated 1931-1963.  Coal Clough 
represents a remnant of three adjoining 
cloughs named on the 1848 map (OS 
1:10,560). 

– River Brun (Area 508) 
This short curving stretch of the River Brun 
follows the course shown on the 1848 map.  
Situated close to the town centre, it lies 
adjacent to some early buildings, including 
St Peter’s Church and churchyard with its 
associated former National School, and the 
nineteenth-century grammar school (now 
Burnley College Adult Education Centre).  
A narrow strip of open ground on the west 
bank includes the former site of a mill. 

Open ground (Areas 509-32) 
Open ground additional to formal 
recreational areas and parks can be found 
throughout much of the Burnley survey 
area, including small areas close to the 
centre of the town.  More than half of these 
are sites that had been developed by the 
1890s (OS 1:2500), most completely but 
some only in part.  Buildings cleared from 
these sites include terraced housing and 
mills.  One area was formerly occupied by 
a millpond, and one is a former quarry.  
Character areas also include a former site 
of mid-twentieth-century housing, the site 
of a covered reservoir, former railway land, 
and an area that was partly undeveloped in 
the 1890s but was part-occupied by 
terraced housing and by the Barclay Hills 
Coke Ovens. 

These sites tend to be of small to medium 
size, and most are now grassed over.  
Several appear disused, although some 
may be in informal recreational use (such 
as for dog-walking).  

A small number of areas, generally situated 
towards the edges of Burnley, represent 
pockets of land that appear to have never 
been developed. 

 
Plantation (Areas 533-6) 
Three of the areas of plantation in Burnley 
lie at the edges of the survey area, and the 
fourth lies within 300m of the boundary.  
This fourth area was formerly slightly more 
extensive, and represents a remnant of the 
grounds of Palace House (a building of 16th 
century origin); trees are shown here on 
the 1848 map (OS 1:10,560). 

A narrow strip of trees along the railway 
line is not shown on the 1893 map (OS 
1:2500).  Part of this area formerly included 
sidings.  A second area, adjacent to the 
canal, also appears to have become 
wooded since the nineteenth century; part 
of this may be included in the grounds of 
Lodge Mill. 

The largest area of trees lies at the western 
edge of Burnley, and extends beyond it.  
The woodland is crossed by the M65, the 
railway, the canal and the Accrington Road.  
Shown part wooded on the 1848 map, this 
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character area lies on both banks of the 
Green Brook. 

5.2 Building materials 
Writing in the Buildings of England volume 
for Lancashire, Alec Clifton-Taylor 
inaccurately stated that ‘industrial 
Lancashire was largely built of brick’ 
(Pevsner 1969, 37).  In particular he cited 
the use of the hard, bright red bricks known 
as ‘Accrington bloods’.  In Burnley, as 
elsewhere in east Lancashire, the vast 
majority of structures are built in locally 
quarried gritstone.  90% of all pre-1914 
built structures were built using gritstone 
and only 10% using brick (Atkinson 1972, 
8), with brick largely confined to industrial 
and commercial structures.  The 
dominance of stone was commented upon 
by contemporaries.  Rogerson referred to 
the neat houses built of locally quarried 
freestone (1818, 111), and Mannex noted 
that the town was comprised chiefly of 
stone houses (1855, 409). 

It is likely that stone was the dominant 
building material from at least the sixteenth 
century, and was used for industrial and 
canal buildings as well as housing.  The 
surviving houses of the elite in the 
surrounding area and the records of 
Burnley’s sixteenth-century structures such 
as the Tudor House and the Old Sparrow 
Hawk Inn, which still stood in the 

 

 

 

later nineteenth century, indicate that they 
were stone-built.  An illustration from the 
1830s, purportedly illustrating the ‘Old 
Market House’ (Hall 1977, 12), indicates 
that timber-framing was used in the 
seventeenth century in a decorative 
manner; the upper storey of the gable end 
facing the street was timber framed, whilst 
the remainder of the structure was stone-
built. 

In the nineteenth century, uses of the local 
sandstone or gritstone varied from ashlared 
masonry, as utilised in the corporate 
buildings, to roughly hewn blocks for most 
residential buildings.  Most domestic 
structures pre-dating 1850 have uncoursed 
rubble side walls with watershot front and 
rear elevations.  The use of watershot 
stone continued into the early 1860s, whilst 
later byelaw housing tends to have coursed 
rubble walls.  The hard-wearing nature of 
the local stone, hewn from delfs on the 
outskirts of the town, made it the preferred 
building material.  In addition, gritstone was 
the traditionally used material perhaps best 
suited to parochial conservative tastes 
(Atkinson 1972, 69).  Recent attempts to 
remove smoke-blackening have led to 
increased erosion of the sandstone faces, 
causing damage, especially to architectural 
detailing.  The cleaning has left many of the 
ashlared stone buildings susceptible to 
weathering and finished surfaces have 
become flakey and pitted. 
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Plate 27:  Stone-built canal warehouse and offices of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centurie
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The roofs too were at least originally 
covered in locally derived material, 
sandstone flags.  Welsh slate was imported 
for use in some buildings, however, 
because it was cheaper and lighter, and 
many roofs today have had such materials 
replaced with lighter and now less 
expensive substitutes. 

Brick was being produced locally by at least 
1848, when there was a brickfield to the 
north of East Gate and a brickfield with a 
large brick kiln to the north of Scar Top Mill 
(OS 1851 1:1056).  The lack of brick 
buildings in Burnley at the time leads to the 
conclusion that the brick was largely 
produced for export.  Later in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
brickworks were established at Healey 
Wood and close to the Barracks (OS 1914b 
1:10,560).  Whilst more brick was used 
locally by this time, some of the production 
may still have been for export. 

5.3 Housing types 
Little can be said of the houses of the 
majority of Burnley’s inhabitants before the 
later eighteenth century.  The prevalence of 
handloom weaving in the area would 
indicate that handloom weavers’ cottages 
similar to those surviving in the Blackburn 
vicinity were built around Burnley.  Very 
few survive, however, with the most 
notable being a group at Burnley Lane 
Head, although these are likely to have 
been built as much for quarry workers as 
handloom weavers.  Even so, map 
evidence indicates a number of likely 
handloom weavers’ settlements in the 
Burnley vicinity, such as Cheapside (OS 
1848 1:10,560).  There, a row of dwellings 
flanks the road, with rear outbuildings 
which may have been detached 
loomshops.  Built in short rows, in most 
cases the houses are likely to have been 
squat two-up two-down cottages, possibly 
with cellars where no attached loomshops 
are identifiable.  Those at Burnley Lane 
End appear from their fenestration to have 
had ground floor loomshops.  The cottages 
would have been built using watershot 
stone, with mullioned windows (see 
Timmins 1996, 20-1).  When the 

distribution of likely handloom weavers’ 
cottages is plotted against back-to-back 
cottages, it appears that the back-to-backs 
are later in origin, filling in gaps in the rows.  
Since the majority of back-to-backs in 
Burnley are demonstrably earlier than 1827 
(BL yellow 1), this suggests that the 
handloom weavers’ cottages are likely to 
date to 1800 or earlier. 
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Plate 28:  Back-to-back houses and workshops,
now forming part of the Falcon Inn 

 

Burnley has very few surviving earlier 
nineteenth century houses, and most court 
developments and back-to-backs have 
been demolished (Atkinson 1972, 11).  The 
degree of survival of early industrial 
workers’ housing is notably low in 
comparison to Accrington.  It has been 
argued that this is because early 
nineteenth century building standards were 
higher in Accrington (Atkinson 1972, 11).  
Certainly, there was a difference in the 
early nineteenth century industrial workers’ 
housing provision, with through-houses 
being favoured in Accrington and back-to-
backs in Burnley.  Some of these, as in 
Dent Row, were only one-up one-down 
dwellings (Chapples 1992, 24).  
Nevertheless, the greater numbers of back-
to-backs and courts surviving in Accrington 
in 1969 in comparison to Burnley (Atkinson 
1972, 30-1) owes less to the nature and 
relative quality of the housing in the two 
towns and more to differences in twentieth 
century clearance policies.  Many of the 
back-to-back and court developments 
noted by Atkinson have now been 
demolished. The majority, however, were 
cleared in the inter-war years (BL photos).  
Only a few areas of former back-to-back 
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housing survive in Burnley, most notably at 
Hebrew Row, at the Falcon public house 
and nearby on Hammerton Street.  Other 
types of earlier workers’ housing in 
Burnley, including cellar dwellings, have 
also been swept away by redevelopment.  
Of those that do survive, the most 
noteworthy are the top-and-bottom houses 
known as the Stackhouses, situated on 
Bank Parade. 

Between 1845 and 1850 a terrace of 
houses was built for George Slater, owner 
of the Clock Tower Mill.  Known as Slater’s 
Terrace, it consists of eleven two-storey 
houses built on top of a warehouse 
adjacent to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.  
Access to the houses was via a cast iron 
balcony on the canalside.  Each house was 
two-up, two–down with a lean-to extension 
(Edmonson nd, 21).  In about 1900 the 
houses were converted into a winding room 
for Sandygate Mill (Lowe 1985, 130).  The 
structure still survives. 
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standardisation of design.  Terraced 
housing was thus the obvious later 
nineteenth-century response to a need for 
rapid housing development.  Even so, each 
street tended to be developed over a 
number of years following its initial laying 
out, and by a variety of developers. 

Byelaws provided minimum standards for 
building design and formed a rigid 
framework for working-class housing 
provision.  Hence in the later nineteenth 
century in Burnley, as in Nelson and 
Accrington, long sash windows and 
unadorned doorways formed the main 
features of the street frontages (Atkinson 
1972, 33).  The new houses were all 
through houses, facing a street bounded by 
footpaths.  Each house had a rear yard   
with a gateway opening on to a back lane 
with a central drain, and front forecourts 
were sometimes provided.  Terraced 
houses dominate the town; in 1969 they 
formed 89% of the housing stock (Atkinson 
1972, 28). 

Higher status terraces were also built in 
Burnley, particularly around the parks and 
on the main routes out of the town 
(Atkinson 1972, 34).  Such terraces were 
formed of larger houses, often three 
storeys high and with front gardens, and 
frequently with bay windows lighting the 
front parlour.  In addition to middle-class 
terraces, a number of areas of villas began 
developing from the 1820s.  These were 
supplemented by substantial semi-
detached houses towards the end of the 
nineteenth century.  

©

Plate 29:  Part of Slater’s Terrace, with the
Sandygate Mill engine house to the right 
rom the 1850s, new housing was mainly 
uilt along the new streets, which were laid 
ut in a gridiron plan.  Rectilinear plans 

itted easily into the existing pattern of 
andholding.  Elsewhere the irregular edges 
f development blocks often represented 
re-existing estate boundaries (Rodger 
989, 30), but in Burnley the pre-existing 
ield patterns were obliterated.  The gridiron 
attern was suited to the maximisation of 
entals and plot sales.  By building terraces 
f adjoining properties, costs were reduced 
hrough the use of shared partition walls 
nd continuous roof lines and the 

5.4 Communication networks 
The phased development and form of 
Burnley owes much to the evolution of its 
network of communications.  The town 
initially developed as two nuclei, along a 
highway providing access from Yorkshire 
and, to a lesser extent, Rochdale and 
Manchester, across the River Brun towards 
Whalley Abbey, and east towards 
Blackburn.  A series of customary routes 
consisting of a complex of footways, 
bridleways, cartways and highways linked 
these developing nuclei at Top o’ th’ Town 
and Brig (Westgate) to a hinterland of 
dispersed farms.  The maintenance of 
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these routes was the responsibility of the 
parish (LRO DDWh 7/9).  In the eighteenth 
century, increasing traffic led to the need 
for better roads and the removal of the 
burden of maintenance of the most-used 
highways from the parish.  Hence in 1754 
the first turnpike roads, to Colne and 
Bacup, were built in the area (Kneeshaw 
1897, 3).  Five years later the Halifax and 
Burnley Turnpike Trust was created and a 
turnpike road to Todmorden was developed 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 3), which effectively 
superseded the Bacup road (Bennett 1949, 
148).  As elsewhere in East Lancashire, 
these early turnpikes improved existing 
routes rather than establishing new ones, 
so their impact on urban development was 
limited. 

In 1795, the Burnley and Edenfield Trust 
was empowered to create a new road to 
Manchester (Kneeshaw 1897, 3).  It 
crossed the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 
built at the same time, at Lane Bridge, 
forming a focus for the development of a 
new settlement (see p34) and providing an 
artery along which urban development 
could creep southward.  In 1817 the Halifax 
and Burnley Trust built a new stretch of 
road from Holme to the Bacup Road 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 3), and the Accrington 
Road was created in 1827 (Bennett 1949, 
149-50), facilitating urban development 
westward later in the nineteenth century.  
The road system did not prove attractive for 
the siting of mills until after 1900 (Slater 
1987, 23). 

The turnpikes allowed the development of 
stagecoach services between Burnley and 
the major local market towns.  By the early 
nineteenth century, there were services to 
Blackburn, Skipton and Manchester.  
Burnley’s principal coaching inns were the 
White Lion, whence the Skipton service 
departed, and the Old Bull (Bennett 1949, 
153).  Goods were transported by carriers, 
using either wagons or packhorses; the 
Red Lion Inn was the starting point for most 
(Hall 1977, 16).  By the 1850s the services 
were deteriorating in the face of 
competition from the railways (Bennett 
1951, 26-7), and by 1860 there were no 
longer any stagecoaches running from 
Burnley (Hall 1977, 17). 

The arrival of the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal was the single most significant event 
in the growth and development of Burnley 
(see pp28-9).  It made Burnley an 
important inland port, improved its already 
strong links with the Yorkshire textiles 
areas, and stimulated the development of 
the Burnley coal basin.  Although it proved 
a stimulus to trade and industry in Burnley, 
the canal was routed through it because 
this offered a greater potential for trade 
than the original proposed line, which ran 
well to the north of the town (Clarke 1990, 
59).  The canal provides Burnley with one 
of its most distinctive features, the 
embankment, built at a cost of £22,000 
(Hall 1977, 17).  This forms a barrier 
between the town centre and the Turf 
Moor/Fulledge districts.  The embankment 
was raised in 1832, to reduce the 
possibility of a breach (Clarke 1990, 173). 

In 1848, the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
railway linked Burnley to Blackburn and 
Colne (Marshall 1969, 114).  Bank Top and 
Barracks stations opened in that year to 
both freight and passenger traffic.  
Rosegrove Station was also built in 1848, 
but was extensively renovated in the late 
1890s (Townend 1999, 97).  Thorneybank 
station opened in the following year, along 
with the Todmorden Branch line, but was 
rebuilt in 1866 on the opposite side of the 
Manchester Road (Marshall 1969, 119).  In 
1876 a further branch line connected 
Padiham to Burnley via the Great Harwood 
Loop (Hall 1977, 17).  The impact of the 
railway was immediate, providing the first 
mass passenger transport system and 
taking long-distance freight trade away 
from both the roads and the canal (Bennett 
1951, 27-8).  The railways also provided a 
physical context for the development of the 
later nineteenth-century town.  Moreover, 
the stations of Towneley on the Todmorden 
Branch line and Rosegrove on the main 
line may have been influential in 
encouraging the growth of middle-class 
housing in their vicinities. 

In 1879 a company was formed to promote 
the construction of a tramline linking 
Burnley with Padiham and Nelson 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 44), the two 
neighbouring towns subordinate to it in the 
settlement hierarchy.  The lines were laid in 
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1880-1 (Kneeshaw 1897, 44) and the first 
trams ran between Nelson and Padiham 
through Burnley in 1881 (Bennett 1957, 
189).  The trams were intended to be 
steam powered, but there were many 
difficulties in the early years of operation, 
with frequent reversion to horse-power 
(Bennett 1951, 51).  Between Padiham and 
Burnley the trams were horse-drawn until 
1885, and it was not until that year that a 
steam-powered through-service from 
Padiham to Nelson was established 
(Bennett 1951, 51). 

In 1883, the Burnley and District Tramway 
Company was founded to run the steam 
trams; this was taken over by the 
Corporation in 1901 (Hall 1977, 36).  A 
year later the tram system was electrified 
(Bennett 1957, 189).  Bennett claimed that 
steam trams were not popular because of 
the steam and smoke, and that this was 
why the train continued to be more popular 
than the tram, which was also deemed less 
comfortable (Bennett 1957, 189).  In the 
late nineteenth century, however, the 
steam trams were sufficiently popular that 
the tram company was prosecuted on a 
number of occasions for overcrowding 
(Kneeshaw 1897, 44).  The tram system 
seems not to have greatly influenced the 
development of Burnley in the later 
nineteenth century.  Unlike in Blackburn, 
the presence of a tram system did not 
encourage the development of large 

middle-class areas on the outskirts; with 
only one through route, the influence was 
always likely to be limited.  It is 
nevertheless possible that some of the 
development of housing along the Colne 
Road and the middle-class housing on the 
Padiham Road was at least partially 
stimulated by the existence of the tram 
route. 

5.5 Spaces, vistas and 
panoramas 
Before the later nineteenth century, there 
were many undeveloped areas within the 
ambit of Burnley.  As the town began to fill 
in, however, open spaces were limited to 
the churchyards and market places, 
especially the area of the cattle market.  
The first official public recreation space 
was acquired at Healey Heights in 1872, 
although the first municipal park was not 
opened until 1893 with the creation of 
Queens Park (Hall 1977, 37), followed by 
Scott Park in 1895 (Kneeshaw 1897, 53).  
Two public gardens were also opened in 
the 1890s.  In the twentieth century 
Ightenhill Park and Thompon Park were 
added, in 1912 and 1930 respectively (Hall 
1977, 37).  Burnley’s crowning glory in 
terms of public pleasure grounds, however, 
comprised Towneley Hall and its grounds.  
These were offered to the town in 1896 by 
Lady O’Hagan for £17,500 and were 
acquired in 1902, with the hall becoming a 

Plate 30:  View across nineteenth-century Burnley from Clock Tower Mill 
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museum (Kneeshaw 1897, 53; Hall 1977, 
37).  By the mid-twentieth century, Burnley 
was a town richly endowed with public 
open spaces. 

The early middle-class developments in the 
town along North and South Parades were, 
as the names suggest, established with 
some intention of creating wide boulevards 
with vistas along the approaches to the 
town.  They were both on higher land 
overlooking the industrial centre of the 
town, around the canal and River Brun, 
which would have assisted views into the 
centre.  The straight approach into the town 
centre along South Parade certainly would 
have allowed views towards the market, 
and some sense of this can still be gained 
when approaching Burnley town centre 
from the south today.  As the town 
developed in the later nineteenth century, 
little consideration was given to providing 
focal points and vistas within its design.  
Some private housing developments were 
undertaken with vistas taken into 
consideration, however, especially in the 
Burnley Wood area where middle-class 
houses were sited deliberately to take 
advantage of views across Towneley Park. 

As Burnley lies in a basin it is possible to 
look across the town from both the north 
and the south, the view from Burnley Lane 
Head in particular providing a panoramic 
sweep.  Throughout the nineteenth century 
and until the 1960s, such a view would 
have been dominated by the chimneys of 
textile mills.  Very few of these now survive, 
although Burnley retains the character of a 
mill town better than most other urban 

areas in east Lancashire.  Some indication 
of this character can still be gained when 
looking westward from the canal 
embankment towards the Newtown Mill 
area.  The embankment provides an 
excellent vantage point for viewing the 
town, with particularly good views of the 
gridiron housing in the Turf Moor and 
Fulledge districts.  At street level, however, 
the embankment provides an impediment 
to a continuous vista from the town centre 
to Turf Moor and Fulledge, and vice-versa. 

5.6 Plan form and architectural 
character 
Burnley expanded from a small, nucleated 
centre based around the medieval church 
and market place, with farms and hamlets 
scattered across the townships of Burnley 
and Habergham Eaves.  In the post-
medieval period the town grew organically, 
mainly along St James’s Street, boosted by 
its attraction as a market centre, with a 
smaller secondary centre around 
Westgate.  Following the opening of the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal at the end of 
the eighteenth century, building 
development leapfrogged across open 
fields in search of canalside locations 
(Atkinson 1972, 19).  The canal became 
the focus for woollen, and later cotton, mills 
and workers’ housing.  Areas for 
development were constrained by land 
ownership and new building away from the 
canal tended to be close to the town 
centre, particularly along the River Brun, 
where streets had an irregular plan form 
with many back-to-back houses and court 

 

©

Plate 31:  Panorama across Fulledge and Turf Moor from the Burnley Embankment
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developments. 

It was not until c1850, with the influence of 
the railways, that more land was freed for 
development.  The greater availability of 
land and the increased powers of the town 
authorities given under the 1846 and 1854 
Improvement Acts enabled the large-scale 
building of terraced houses laid out in a 
gridiron pattern.  House-building went 
hand-in-hand with the construction of large 
weaving sheds, both on new sites and in  

the redevelopment of existing mills.  The 
major areas of development were in the 
Daneshouse and Stoneyholme areas to the 
north of the town, Burnley Wood and 
Fulledge to the east, and Hargher Clough 
to the south west. 

In the early to mid-nineteenth century the 
town was regularly described as having an 
appearance of prosperity, its streets well 
paved, and to be well-endowed with 
handsome places of worship (Rogerson 
1818, Pigot 1834, Mannex 1855).  It was 
described by Pevsner in the 1960s as 
possessing little of architectural interest 
(1969, 79), but this view is not borne out by 
the large number of listed buildings in 
Burnley.  Pevsner also commented on the 
large-scale redevelopment being 
undertaken in the town centre in the 1960s:  
“One can hardly write at the present 
moment about the town centre.  So much is 
under reconstruction: streets are being 
obliterated and others made.  Of 
worthwhile architecture this overdue 
renewal has not yet produced anything” 
(Pevsner 1969, 79).  Sadly, Burnley still 
bears the scars of this process, which 
resulted in the loss of much historic 
character from the town centre. 

 

5.7 Nature And Significance Of 
The Archaeological Resource  
Eighteenth- to twentieth-century reports of 
the finding of Roman remains, usually of an 
unspecific nature, in the area around 
Burnley highlight the potential for further 
such remains to be found within the town 
itself.  There are a number of locations in 
Burnley where medieval deposits are highly 
likely to be encountered, especially at Top 

o’ th’ town around St Peter’s parish church 
and along Westgate near to the crossing of 
the River Calder.  Redevelopment in the 
nineteenth century may have seriously 
compromised such deposits.  However, 
experience in other Lancashire towns 
subject to major post-medieval and 
nineteenth-century development does 
indicate that deposits, though truncated, 
can survive as islands.  Fortunately, the 
main focus of twentieth-century 
redevelopment at the eastern end of St 
James’s Street is likely to have avoided 
medieval deposits, although important early 
post-medieval remains may have been 
destroyed.  There is a possibility that 
deposits relating to the soke mill may have 
survived, and the site of a medieval fulling 
mill is likely to lie between this medieval 
corn mill and Top o’ th’ Town, next to the 
River Brun.  Given the nature of 
nineteenth-century development, extensive 
survival of medieval deposits is unlikely. 

Little pre-dating the nineteenth century 
survives above ground.  The main areas of 
survival are a few small rows of cottages, 
mostly on the outskirts of the town.  The 
major medieval and post-medieval farms 
that came to be absorbed by the urban 
area, such as Daneshouse and the Lodge, 
have been demolished.  Below-ground 
evidence concerning these structures and 
their possible medieval antecedents is 
likely to survive around the former sites of 
these buildings.  The remains of 
abandoned post-medieval settlements also 
occur within Burnley, and Cheapside 
especially would appear to have a high 
likelihood of surviving remains.  The 
archaeological investigation of such an 
early industrial settlement would have 
significant research value. 

There is considerable potential for the 
survival of industrial remains, both below 
and above ground.  Many mills have 
surviving above ground evidence, though 
most of the early sites have been 
redeveloped.  The surviving mills, and 
other industrial structures, have not been 
subject of even a rapid survey and there is 
an urgent need for such work.  Detailed 
survey work should also be targeted at 
some of the earlier mills along with the 
remnants of small workshops and non-
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textile producing industrial sites.  Detailed 
historical architectural studies are also 
required of some of the surviving early 
housing, although it is recognised that 
some may already have been done but 
without the results being available for this 
present work 

Although there has been redevelopment in 
the centre of the town, Burnley is still 
largely characterised by its considerable 
stock of later nineteenth-century terraced 
housing.  The importance of the housing 
lies in its definition of settlement character, 
and removal of large swathes of it would 
radically alter the character of the town.  
Moreover, it has potential to facilitate a 
social and architectural study of working-
class housing provision.  It has a high 
potential for the study of the town’s 
historical geography and architectural and 
social history.  This potential would be 
higher still if the existing fabric could be 
surveyed with the assistance of the original 
building regulation plans.  Unfortunately, 
much of this housing is currently under 
threat of clearance and redevelopment 
because of a lack of will to refurbish and 
improve the existing housing stock in the 
face of extremely low property values.   
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6. DESIGNATIONS 
6.1 Listed buildings 
There are no Grade I listed buildings within 
the defined urban area for Burnley. 

Two buildings within the survey area are 
Grade II* listed.  These are the Mechanics’ 
Institute on Manchester Road, built in 
1854-5 and enlarged in 1888, and St 
Peter’s Church.  Rebuilt around 1532, the 
latter features a fifteenth century tower, as 
well as some eighteenth century rebuilding 
and nineteenth century alterations. 

There are 174 Grade II listed structures 
within the defined urban area for Burnley, 
including the Oakmount Mill engine house 
on Wiseman Street, which is also a 
scheduled monument (see below).  
Nineteen are religious buildings, nine are 
public houses or hotels, seventeen relate to 
the canal or the railway, six are civic 
buildings, sixteen are banks, shops or 
offices, six are schools, sixty are houses, 
and twenty-three are industrial buildings, 
mostly mills.  There are also nineteen 
miscellaneous listed buildings, such as 
monuments and walls. 

6.2 Scheduled monuments 
There is one scheduled monument within 
the defined urban area for Burnley.  This is 
the Oakmount Mill engine and engine 
house in Wiseman Street (scheduled 
monument number LA189). 

6.3 Conservation areas 
There are seven conservation areas within 
the defined urban area for Burnley, 
comprising Canalside, Burnley Town 
Centre, Top of the Town, Jib Hill, Burnley 
Wood, Palatine Square and Harle Syke.  Of 
the latter only a small part, Cop Row, falls 
inside the study area.  Cop Row comprises 
several rows of cottages and a public 
house along the Briercliffe Road. 

The Canalside conservation area runs 
along much of the length of the canal within 
Burnley.  At the north end it begins at 
Stoneyholme, where the canal is crossed 
by Colne Road, and includes Birley’s 
Dockyard, which served Bank Hall Colliery.  
It runs the length of the Burnley 
embankment, and includes Park Mill at the 
north end of this.  The conservation area 
widens out to take in the boatyard at 
Finsley Gate and many of the mills in the 
industrial area of the Weavers’ Triangle.  
From there, the area encompasses only 
the width of the canal and towpath down to 
Gannow, where it takes in the listed canal 
engineer’s house. 

The town centre conservation area covers 
the south side of St James’s Street, 
Hammerton Street and Manchester Road, 
where most of the nineteenth-century 
shops, offices, banks and civic buildings 
survive.  It also includes early twentieth-
century civic buildings, such as the council 
offices and the public library, as well as the 
industrial area of New Town to the west of 
Hammerton Street. 

The conservation area at Top of the Town 
covers the medieval core of Burnley.  
However, the church is the only building 
which dates to the medieval or early post-
medieval period; nearly all the other 
standing structures are of nineteenth-
century date.  These include the town 
houses and Stackhouses on Bank Parade, 
Dawson Square, the 1874 Grammar 
School building, Ormerod Street, and the 
late nineteenth-century rebuilding of the 
original market area. 

Jib Hill covers the area of former weavers’ 
cottages at Burnley Lane Head.  It also 
includes the sandstone quarry to the rear of 
 

 
Plate 32:  The scheduled steam engine at 
Oakmount Mill 
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the cottages, as well as the Black Bull Inn 
and the former National School of 1835. 

The Burnley Wood and Palatine Square 
conservation areas comprise mainly 
middle-class settlement.  Burnley Wood is 
centred on Todmorden Road, and features 
mainly terraced houses and villas.  Palatine 
Square includes the small, planned semi-
detached villas in the square of that name, 
as well as middle-class terraced houses on 
Carlton Road and Piccadilly Gardens. 

6.4 Registered parks and 
gardens 
There are three registered parks and 
gardens in Burnley, all of which are grade 
II.  These are Scott Park, which opened in 
1895, Thompson Park, which opened in 
1930, and Queen’s Park.  Scott Park and 
Thompson Park were both the result of a 
donation to the town for the express 
purpose of providing a public park. 

Part of Towneley Park, which is also 
registered at Grade II, falls within the 
defined survey area, but this represents 
only a very small percentage of the total 
area of the park. 
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8. APPENDICES 
1 Medieval sites shown on Figure 6 
For further information on any of the sites listed, please contact Lancashire County Council. 

PRN NAME TYPE 

Bur219 Church of St Peter; Church Street; Burnley Church 

Bur002 Burnley Market Cross and Stocks Cross 

Bur003 Paulinus Cross (Godley Lane Cross) Cross 

16860 Lodge Farmhouse; Barden Lane; Burnley Farmhouse 

Bur663 Bishop House Farmhouse 

Bur665 Haulgh Head Farmhouse 

16786 Greenhill, 163 Manchester Road; Burnley Farmhouse 

700 Bank Hall Hall 

Bur011 Shorey Well; Bank Parade; Burnley Holy well 

Bur618 Healey Hall House 

Bur694 Coal Clough House House 

Bur695 Hood House House 

Bur698 Hargher Clough Farm House 

Bur699 Smallshaw House 

Bur701 Rosegrove House 

Bur722 Hollingreave Farm House 

Bur723 Moseley Farm House 

Bur736 Gatefield Farm House 

705 Site of Bank House; County Court House House:domestic 

19330 Whittlefield House and Farm House:domestic 

16910 Heasandford House; Queen Victoria Road; Burnley Manor house 

2333 Site of Danes (Dancer) House Mansion 

2336 Site of Fulledge Mansion 

19805 King's Mill; Bridge Street; Burnley Mill 
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2 Post-medieval sites shown on Figure 7 
 
For further information on any of the sites listed, please contact Lancashire County Council. 

Type Name PRN 

Aqueduct Leeds And Liverpool Canal; Burnley 16981

Aqueduct Sandy Holme Aqueduct; Thompson Park; Burnley 16876

Aqueduct Leeds And Liverpool Canal; Burnley 16981

Boundary Stone Briercliffe Road 19323

Boundary Stone Colne Road 19320

Boundary Stone Habergham 6847

Boundary Stone Hufling Lane 19321

Boundary Stone Marsden Road 19322

Boundary Stone Rock Lane 19349

Boundary Stone Colne Road 19320

Boundary Stone Hufling Lane 19321

Boundary Stone Briercliffe Road 19323

Canal Bridge Lodge Canal Bridge; Barden Lane; Burnley 16859

Canal Bridge Manchester Road; Burnley 16789

Canal Bridge New Hall Bridge; New Hall Street; Burnley 16874

Canal Bridge Sandygate Bridge 16885

Canal Bridge Manchester Road; Burnley 16789

Canal Bridge Lodge Canal Bridge; Barden Lane; Burnley 16859

Canal Bridge New Hall Bridge; New Hall Street; Burnley 16874

Canal Bridge Sandygate Bridge 16885

Clay Pit Clay Pit, Rear Of Healey Wood Road, Burnley 22063

Clay Pit Clay Pit; Westway; Burnley 19732

Clay Pit Old Clay Pit; Adj. To Refuse Tip; West Of Rowley Lane; Burnley 19881

Clay Pit Clay Pit; Westway; Burnley 19732

Clay Pit Old Clay Pit; Adj. To Refuse Tip; West Of Rowley Lane; Burnley 19881

Coal Workings Nr. Back Lane Farm, Rossendale Road, Habergham Eaves 6895

Coal Workings Nr. Elisabeth Street, Burnley 6879

Coal Workings Nr. Plumbe Street, Burnley 6868

Coal Workings Old Coal Pit, West Of Lower Howarth Fold Farm, Howarth Road 22055
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Type Name PRN 

Coal Workings Red Lion Street, Burnley 6872

Coal Workings South West Of Burnley Cemetery 7601

Coal Workings South West Of Burnley Cemetery 7602

Farmhouse 163; Manchester Road; Burnley 16786

Farmhouse Bullion's Close  

Farmhouse Cherryfold; Rossendale Road; Burnley 17049

Farmhouse Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Howorth Fold Poultry Farm; Burnley 16873

Farmhouse Hufling Hall; 69 And 71; Hufling Lane; Burnley 16973

Farmhouse Kibble Bank Farmhouse; Marsden Road; Burnley 16939

Farmhouse Lower Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Lower Saxifield Farm  

Farmhouse Malt Shovel Pub; Hargrove Avenue; Burnley 16867

Farmhouse Ridge End  

Farmhouse Spring Head  

Farmhouse Widow Hill  

Farmhouse Greenhill, 163 Manchester Road; Burnley 16786

Farmhouse Malt Shovel Pub; Hargrove Avenue; Burnley 16867

Farmhouse Back Lane Farmhouse; Rossendale Road; Burnley 16880

Farmhouse Kibble Bank Farmhouse; Marsden Road; Burnley 16939

Farmhouse Hufling Hall; 69 And 71; Hufling Lane; Burnley 16973

Farmhouse Cherryfold; Rossendale Road; Burnley 17049

Farmhouse Lower Saxifield Farm  

Farmhouse Bullion's Close  

Farmhouse Spring Head  

Farmhouse Bishop House  

Farmhouse Widow Hill  

Farmhouse Haulgh Head  

Farmhouse Lower Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Ridge End  
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Type Name PRN 

Farmhouse 163; Manchester Road; Burnley 16786

Farmhouse Howorth Fold Poultry Farm; Burnley 16873

Farmhouse Kibble Bank Farmhouse; Marsden Road; Burnley 16939

Farmhouse Cherryfold; Rossendale Road; Burnley 17049

Farmhouse Malt Shovel Pub; Hargrove Avenue; Burnley 16867

Farmhouse Hufling Hall; 69 And 71; Hufling Lane; Burnley 16973

Farmhouse Lower Saxifield Farm  

Farmhouse Bullion's Close  

Farmhouse Spring Head  

Farmhouse Widow Hill  

Farmhouse Lower Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Halgh Row  

Farmhouse Ridge End  

Farmstead Old Hall Farm, Oswald Street, Burnley 6383

Footpath Gorple Street/Briercliffe Road 19324

Footpath Gorple Street/Briercliffe Road 19324

Gravel Pit East Of Lower Howarth Fold, Burnley 7638

Hall Bank Hall (Bank Head; Bank Top) 700

Hall Bank Hall 700

Hall Old Hall Farm; Oswald Street; Burnley 6383

Horse Trough Marsden Road 19325

Horse Trough Marsden Road 19325

Hotel Duke Of York Hotel; Colne Road; Burnley 16745

House Higher Hargher Clough  

House Higher Smallshaw  

House Lower Hood House  

House The 'Old Houses'. Church Street  

House Healey Hall  

House Coal Clough House  

House Hood House  

House Lower Hood House  
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Type Name PRN 

House Higher Hargher Clough  

House Hargher Clough Farm  

House Smallshaw  

House Higher Smallshaw  

House Rosegrove  

House Hollingreave Farm  

House Moseley Farm  

House The 'Old Houses'. Church Street 

House Lower Hood House  

House Higher Hargher Clough  

House Higher Smallshaw  

House:Domestic 11 And 13; Marsden Road; Burnley 16937

House:Domestic 37 And 39; Bank Parade; Burnley 16740

House:Domestic Gannow House; Gannow Lane; Burnley 16915

House:Domestic Higher Howarth Fold 7617

House:Domestic Site Of Bank House; County Court House 705

House:Domestic Palace House; Padiham Road 6803

House:Domestic Old Holme Farm; North Of Burnley Cemetery 6894

House:Domestic Higher Howarth Fold 7617

House:Domestic Lower Howarth Fold 7618

House:Domestic Middle Ridge Farm 8178

House:Domestic Higher Ridge Farm 8179

House:Domestic Higher Ridge Cottages 8180

House:Domestic 108-114 (Even) Hebrew Road; Burnley 16868

House:Domestic 304; 306; 308; Lowerhouse Lane; Lowerhouse 16933

House:Domestic 25 And 27; Marsden Road; Burnley 16938

House:Domestic Old Oak Cottage; Lower Rosegrove Lane; Burnley 16975

House:Domestic Whittlefield House And Farm 19330

House:Domestic 402-418 Cog Lane 19333

House:Domestic Gannow House; Gannow Lane; Burnley 16915

House:Domestic 11 And 13; Marsden Road; Burnley 16937
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Type Name PRN 

Laithe House Higher Saxifield Farm; Oaken Bank; Harle Syke 16935

Lime Kiln Rose Grove 6833

Lime Kiln South Of Golt Wood 8177

Lime Kiln Whittlefield; Burnley 6808

Lime Kiln Yorkshire Street; Burnley 6865

Mansion Site Of Danes (Dancer) House 2333

Mansion Site Of Fulledge 2336

Metal:Coin;Token Opposite Burnley Parish Church Gates 236

Milepost Railway Milepost, North Of Smallshaw Industrial Estate 22147

Milepost 
Milepost; Opp. Manchester Road Station; North Of Manchester Road; 
Burnley 20781

Milestone Milestone, A679 Accrington Road 22121

Milestone Milestone, Leeds & Liverpool Canal, South Side Of Aqueduct 20786

Milestone Milestone, Near 183 Todmorden Road, Burnley Wood, Burnley 22169

Milestone Milestone, North Bank Of Leeds & Liverpool Canal 22165

Milestone 
Milestone; Bank Of Leeds & Liverpool Canal; Nr. Clock Tower Mill; 
Sandygate; Burnley 20791

Milestone Turf Moor Football Ground; Brunshaw Road; Burnley 16753

Milestone 
Milestone; Bank Of Leeds & Liverpool Canal; Monk Hall Street; Opp. 
Junction With Norman St; Burnley 20789

Quarry Between Fenwick Street And Dalton Street 7610

Quarry Quarry; Burnham Trading Park; East Of Blannel Street; Burnley 19729

Quarry Rossendale Road And Cog Lane Junction 7611

Quarry South Of Woodbine Nursery 6831

Quarry Quarry; Burnham Trading Park; East Of Blannel Street; Burnley 19729

Quarry Old Quarry; Tay Street; Burnley 19735

Road Bridge Colne Road; Burnley 16760

Row House Treacle Row  

Row House Cheapside  

Row House Lane Ends  

Row House The Ginnel, Sandygate  

Row House Mrs Hitchon's Tenement, Briercliffe Road  

Row House Organ Row, Burnley Wood  
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Row House Back Lane  

Sand Pit Moseley Road, South Of Lower Howarth Fold, Burnley 7642

Sand Pit Whittlefield 6812

Sand Pit Whittlefield 6844

Sandstone Quarry Lowerhouse 6828

Sandstone Quarry Stoneyholme 6813

School Burnley Royal Free Grammar School 704

Stable Old Vicarage; Gannow Lane; Burnley 16914

Tannery Finsley Tannery; Rear Of Centenary Way; Burnley 19795

Toll House Cog Lane; North Of Junction With Rossendale Road 7622

Watermill Factory At Bridge Street Burnley 10285

Weir River Brun 19335

Well Brownhill Avenue And Burnshaw Road 8181

Well Coal Clough Lane 6886

Well Coal Clough Lane 6887

Well Colin Street 6884

Well Danes House Road 6822

Well Habergham 6826

Well Hughes Street 19332

Well Lanark Street 6885

Well North Of Lower Hawarth Fold 7635

Well Off Marsden Road, Burnley 6344

Well South East Of Woodbine Nursery 6832

Well Starkie Street 6883

Well Well, Casterton County Primary School, Thames Avenue 22034

Well Well, Rossendale Road (Near Hillside Close), Burnley 22079

Well Well; Coal Clough Junior School; Colin Street; Burnley 21730

Well Wells, To Rear Of Lane Head Public House, Islington Close 22089

Well West Of Barclay Hills Farm 6893

Well Whittlefield 6849

Wharf 
Wharves; adj. to Leeds and Liverpool Canal to rear of Eastham Place; 
Burnley 19857
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Wharfingers 
Cottage Finsley House; Finsley Gate Boatyard; Burnley 16971
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3 Industrial-era sites shown on Figure 8 
 

For further information on any of the sites listed, please contact Lancashire County Council. 

PRN NAME TYPE 

19810 Burnley Corporation Abattoirs; Royle Road; Burnley Abattoir 

24234 Yorkshire Street, Burnley Aqueduct 

6825 Sandy Holme Aqueduct Aqueduct 

16894 Towneley Park Arch 

22166 Bird House, Lower Rosegrove Lane, East Of Rosegrove Bridge Aviary 

20777 Bandstand; Rear Of 135 Brunshaw Road; Burnley Bandstand 

18816 The Midland Bank (Now Hsbc), Manchester Road Bank (Financial) 

16768 9; Grimshaw Street; Burnley Bank (Financial) 

16769 10; Grimshaw Street; Burnley Bank (Financial) 

16780 32; Manchester Road; Burnley Bank (Financial) 

18818 The Yorkshire Bank; Hargreaves Street Bank (Financial) 

18819 Lloyd's Bank; Hargreaves Street Bank (Financial) 

19775 Bank; Coal Street; Burnley Bank (Financial) 

6838 Drill Hall Barracks 

19778 Public Baths; Off Yorke Street; Burnley Baths 

19866 Boiler Works; Rear Of 79-87 Plumbe Street; Burnley Boiler Works 

19793 Bolt Works; Rear Of Finsley Gate; Burnley Bolt Works 

16711 Burnley Road; Padiham Boundary Stone 

16982 Gannow Tunnel; Burnley Boundary Stone 

22162 Bowling Green, Ighten Mount Bowling Club, Arkwright Street Bowling Green 

19751 Bowling Green; Rear Of 25-27 Clifton Street; Burnley Bowling Green 

19875 
Bowling Green; Adj. To Turf Moor Cricket Ground; Brunshaw 
Road; Burnley Bowling Green 

19877 
Bowling Green; Queen's Park (Adj. To Queen Victoria Road); 
Burnley Bowling Green 

6842 Whittlefield Brewery 

21729 Keirby Brewery; South Of Keirby Walk; Burnley Brewery 

21999 Byerden Brick Works, Adjacent To Barden Junior & Infant School Brickworks 

22061 Healey Wood Brick Works, Lincoln Street, Burnley Brickworks 

16895 Hand Bridge; Todmorden Road; Burnley Bridge 

20302 Weavers Triangle, Wiseman St, Burnley Building 

10395 Burnley Canal 

16864 Cog Lane; Rose Grove; Burnley Canal Tunnel Portal 
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16900 Tunnel Street; Burnley Canal Tunnel Portal 

6837 Dugdale Wharf; Lowerhouse Lane; Burnley Canal Warehouse 

16970 Finsley Gate Boatyard; Burnley Canal Warehouse 

6824 Ebenezer Baptist Chapel Chapel 

7639 Todmoren Road, South Of Leven Street Chapel 

19706 Chapel, Adj. To M65, Nr. Cavalry Way, Burnley Chapel 

22003 Chapel, Opposite 1-5 Wood Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Chapel 

22017 Chapel, Opposite 10 Old Hall Street, Burnley Chapel 

22027 Chapel, Site Of Present Garage, Junction Of Rylands Street Chapel 

22029 New Jerusalem Chapel, New Church Mews, Briercliffe Road Chapel 

22047 Chapel, Site Of Present Burnley Wood County Primary School Chapel 

22053 Chapel (Present Towneley Methodist Church), Brooklands Road Chapel 

22062 Chapel, Lincoln Street, Burnley Chapel 

6801 Habegham Wesleyan Chapel Chapel 

6858 Mount Pleasant Baptist Church; Hammerton Street Chapel 

6890 Cog Lane Chapel 

16855 Aenon Baptist Chapel; Red Lion Street; Burnley Chapel 

19311 Todmorden Road; Fulledge Chapel 

19313 Ship Alley / Parker Lane Chapel 

19692 Chapel; Clough Street; Burnley Chapel 

19699 Chapel; South Of Gannow Lane; Nr. Gannow Top; Burnley Chapel 

19708 
Methdist Chapel; Corner Of Claremont Street & Tabor Street; 
Burnley Chapel 

19739 Chapel; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Chapel 

19762 Chapel; Westgate Trading Centre; Westgate; Burnley Chapel 

19776 Chapel; East Of Hammerton Street; Burnley Chapel 

19788 Brunswick Chapel; Manchester Road; Burnley Chapel 

19811 Chapel; Sydney Street; Burnley Chapel 

19827 Chapel; Between 22 & 24 Tennis Street; Burnley Chapel 

19840 Chapel (Present Jireh Baptist Church); Boot Way; Burnley Chapel 

19843 
Sion Chapel; Junction Of Yorkshire Street; Church Street & 
Centenary Way; Burnley Chapel 

21728 
Salem Chapel; Between Manchester Road & Nicholas Street; 
Burnley Chapel 

16776 Pentridge Mill Chimney; Holmes Street; Burnley Chimney 

16893 Newton Mill Chimney; Sutcliffe Street; Burnley Chimney 
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22070 St Matthew's Church, St Matthew Street, Burnley Church 

6841 Holy Trinity Church; Accrington Road; Whittlefield Church 

16762 Burnley Lane Baptist Church And Institute; Colne Road; Burnley Church 

16858 Angle Street; Burnley Church 

16861 Jireh Baptist Church; Boot Way; Burnley Church 

16865 Church Of St Andrew; Colne Road; Burnley Church 

16877 Church Of St Stephen; Oxford Road; Burnley Wood Church 

16878 Church Of All Saints; Padiham Road; Burnley Church 

16891 Church Of St Catherine; St Alban And St Paul Church 

16908 Church Of St Mary; Yorkshire Street; Burnley Church 

19312 United Reformed Church; Bethesda Street Church 

19314 Christian Science Church; Hammerton Street Church 

19328 Sion Baptist Church; Church Street Church 

19702 St John's Church; St John's Court; Off Wordsworth Street; Burnley Church 

19783 Church; Saunder Bank; Burnley Church 

16761 Burnley Lane Baptist Church Hall; Colne Road; Burnley Church Hall 

19705 Roman Catholic School, Adj. To M65, Nr. Cavalry Way, Burnley Church School 

22018 Club, Site Of Present Booth Court, Hebrew Road, Burnley Club 

19728 Club; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Club 

19861 Club; Corner Of Plumbe Street & Ash Street; Burnley Club 

16934 462 And 464; Padiham Road; Burnley Coach House 

22068 Coal Depot, Adjacent To Leeds & Liverpool Canal Coal Depot 

24229 Richard Street, Burnley Coal Mine 

24230 Pine Street, Burnley Coal Mine 

22145 
Smallshaw Coke Ovens, Off Smallshaw Lane, Rose Grove, 
Burnley Coke Oven 

22155 Coke Ovens, East Of Peel Mill, Smallshaw Lane, Rose Grove Coke Oven 

6892 South West Of Barclay Hills Farm Coke Oven 

6807 South Of Clifton Farm, Burnley Colliery 

6815 Spring Gardens Colliery 

6817 Stoneyholme Colliery 

6818 Stoneyholme Colliery 

6869 Nr. Plumbe Street, Burnley Colliery 

6891 South West Of Barclay Hills Farm Colliery 

22148 Gannow Colliery, South Side Of Gannow Lane  Colliery 

6809 Whittlefield; Burnley Colliery 
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6810 Whittlefield Colliery 

6811 Whittle Field Colliery Colliery 

6816 Stoneyholme Colliery 

6836 Smallshaw Sidings Colliery 

6889 Cherryfold Playing Fields Colliery 

19750 
Clifton Colliery; Adj. To South-East Side Of M65 South Of 
Bamburgh Drive; Burnley Colliery 

19829 Bank Hall Colliery; Off Colne Road; Burnley Colliery 

19876 Bee Hole Colliery; Browsholme Avenue; Burnley Colliery 

16798 Mackenzie Memorial; Thompson Park; Burnley 
Commemorative 
Monument 

16888 Scott Monument; Scott Park; Rose Hill 
Commemorative 
Monument 

16940 Queen's Park; Burnley 
Commemorative 
Monument 

16795 14-20 (Even); Nicholas Street; Burnley Commercial Office 

18812 Borough Building Society Offices; Red Lion St/Parker Lane Commercial Office 

16770 9-29 (Odd); Hammerton Street; Burnley Co-Operative Institute 

13909 No. 10 Hammerton Street Co-Operative Shop 

16771 12 And 14; Hammerton Street; Burnley Co-Operative Store 

18821 Nos. 6 And 8 Hammerton Street Co-Operative Store 

6862 Church Street (Off), Burnley Corn Mill 

6385 Rake Head Mill, Brennand Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

6830 Lowerhouse Cotton Mill 

6850 Trafalgar Street Cotton Mill 

6861 Church Street Cotton Mill 

6873 Between A56 And Leeds Liverpool Canal Cotton Mill 

10507 Bank House Mill, Royle Road Cotton Mill 

10510 Wood St And Gas St Cotton Mill 

10511 Brown St. Cotton Mill 

10513 2 And 6 Goodham Hill Cotton Mill 

10515 6,Calder St Cotton Mill 

15397 11 And 12 St James Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

21996 Lodge Mill, Barden Lane, Burnley Lane, Burnley Cotton Mill 

6819 Calder Vale Mill Cotton Mill 

6820 Salford Cotton Factory And Field Mill Cotton Mill 

6843 Whittlefield Cotton Mill 
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6854 Clock Tower Mill; Sandygate; Burnley Cotton Mill 

6855 Whittam Street Cotton Mill 

6856 Newtown Mill; Meadow Street And Cow Lane Cotton Mill 

6857 Shed Street/Cow Lane Cotton Mill 

6860 Bank Parade Cotton Mill 

6863 Church Street Cotton Mill 

6867 Between Plumbe Street And Leeds To Liverpool Canal Cotton Mill 

6875 Between Finsley Gate And Leeds Liverpool Canal Cotton Mill 

6877 Between Stanley Street And Leeds Liverpool Canal Cotton Mill 

10514 Water St And Bridge St Cotton Mill 

10516 Pleasantford Cotton Mill 

10592 Burnley Cotton Mill 

16750 Blackburn Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

16773 Proctors' Works; Hammerton Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

16889 Stanley Mill; Shackleton Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

16898 Trafalgar Mill; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

16899 Victoria Mill; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

16903 Belle Vue Mill; Westgate; Burnley Cotton Mill 

19714 Cairo Mill; Cotton Street; Whittlefield; Burnley Cotton Mill 

19715 Albion Mill; Cotton Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

19785 
Mount Pleasant Mill; Meadowbank Centre; Whittam Street; 
Burnley Cotton Mill 

19847 Hill Top Mill; Church Street; Burnley Cotton Mill 

20792 Crane; Rear Of 22 Nairne Street; Burnley Crane 

22039 St Andrew's Cricket Ground, Basnett Street, Heasandford Cricket Ground 

22130 Cricket Ground, Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse, Padiham Cricket Ground 

19873 Turf Moor Cricket Ground; Brunshaw Road; Burnley Cricket Ground 

22010 New Hall Dockyard, New Hall Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Dockyard 

22069 Finsley Dockyard, Adjacent To Leeds & Liverpool Canal Dockyard 

6823 Stoneyholme Dockyard 

19828 Birley's Dockyard; Off Colne Road (East Of Lawn Street); Burnley Dockyard 

6829 Lowerhouse Dye Works 

19777 Victoria Dye Works; Victoria Street; Burnley Dye Works 

11182 Oakmount Mill Engine, Engine House And Chimney Engine 

10275 Rose Hill Mill Engine 

16739 Ashfield Street; Burnley Engine House 
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22143 Engine Shed, Smallshaw Industrial Estate, Smallshaw Lane Engine Shed 

16763 Prestige Building; Colne Road; Burnley Factory 

16779 The Old Red Lion Hotel; Manchester Road; Burnley Farmhouse 

16860 Lodge Farmhouse; Barden Lane; Burnley Farmhouse 

16883 Swan Inn; 44 St James Street; Burnley Farmhouse 

16880 Back Lane Farmhouse; Rossendale Road; Burnley Farmhouse 

6871 Between A56 And Leeds Liverpool Canal, Burnley Flour Mill 

6876 Between Finsley Gate And Leeds Liverpool Canal, Burnley Flour Mill 

22133 Rosegrove Preservery, 223-229 Gannow Lane & 1-3 Lowerhouse Food Preserving Factory 

19874 Turf Moor Football Ground; Brunshaw Road; Burnley Football Ground 

13907 Former Forge To East Of British Waterway's Operations  Forge 

19781 Foundry, Hammerton Street, Burnley Foundry 

6852 Trafalgar Street Foundry 

19740 Waterloo Foundry; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Foundry 

19807 Royle Foundry; Foundry Street; Burnley Foundry 

19846 Foundry; Rear Of Centenary Way; Burnley Foundry 

22073 Fountain, Grounds Of Rosehill House Hotel, Rosehill Avenue Fountain 

13904 Front Garden Wall To No. 254 Manchester Road Garden Wall 

22126 Gasometer, 7-11 Printers Fold, Scott Street, Lowerhouse Gas Holder 

22022 Gasometer, Adjacent To 23-24 Pheasantford Green Gas Holder 

22032 Gasometer, South Of Browhead Road, Burnley Gas Holder 

22160 Gasometer, Near 41 Gawthorpe Edge, Padiham Road Gas Holder 

6878 South East Of Parker Lane Police Station Gas Works 

19755 Stoneyholme Gas Works; Royle Road; Burnley Gas Works 

20788 
Glasshouses; North End Of Thompson Park; East Of Colne Road; 
Burnley Glasshouse 

22064 Goods Shed, Site Adjacent To The Hollywood Star Ph Goods Shed 

22139 Goods Shed, East Of Rose Grove Station, Near Rosegrove Lane Goods Shed 

19815 Goods Shed; Canning Street; Burnley Goods Shed 

19817 Goods Shed; North Of Burnley Central Station; Burnley Goods Shed 

19820 Goods Shed; North Of Burnley Central Station; Burnley Goods Shed 

19822 Goods Shed; 14 Throstle Close; Burnley Goods Shed 

19823 
Corporation Yard; Rear Of Community Centre; Daneshouse Road; 
Burnley Goods Yard 

6846 487; Padiham Road; Burnley Headteachers House 

22031 Victoria Hospital, Site Of Present Thornber Court Hospital 
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18815 Burton's Building (On Site Of Bull Hotel), St James's Street Hotel 

16796 22 And 24; Nicholas Street; Burnley Hotel 

19773 Hotel; 133-135 St James's Street; Burnley Hotel 

19798 Hotel; 58-60 St James's Street; Burnley Hotel 

19799 Hotel; 2-6 Howe Walk; Off St James's Street; Burnley Hotel 

19800 Hotel; 2-10 Fleet Walk; Off St James's Street; Burnley Hotel 

19812 Hotel; Curzon Street; Burnley Hotel 

19816 Adelphi Hotel; Adelphi Street; Burnley Hotel 

19831 Hotel; 65 Church Street & 2 Ormerod Road; Burnley Hotel 

19845 
Hotel; Junction Of Yorkshire Street; Church Street & Centenary 
Way; Burnley Hotel 

16745 Duke Of York Hotel; Colne Road; Burnley Hotel 

16890 St Mary's Presbytery; Todmorden Road; Burnley House Domestic 

13903 Back Oak Cottage; Lower Rosegrove Lane House: Domestic 

13957 Nos 89 And 91 Church Street House: Domestic 

6803 Palace House, Padiham Road House:Domestic 

6894 Old Holme Farm, North Of Burnley Cemetery House:Domestic 

7643 Lower Holes House:Domestic 

19337 Ivy Mount, 374 Brunshaw Road House:Domestic 

705 County Court House; Burnley House:Domestic 

6804 Pit House; Padiham Road House:Domestic 

8178 Middle Ridge Farm House:Domestic 

8179 Higher Ridge Farm House:Domestic 

8180 Higher Ridge Cottage House:Domestic 

13854 Park House; 73 Todmorden Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

13855 Spring Bank; 75 Todmorden Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16741 58a; 60 And 62; Bank Parade; Burnley House:Domestic 

16742 1-8; The Stackhouses; Bank Parade; Burnley House:Domestic 

16743 64; 66 And 68; Bank Parade; Burnley House:Domestic 

16748 4 And 6; Bankhouse Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16754 83-91 (Odd); Church Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16764 4; 6 And 8; Dugdale Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16765 12 And 14; Dugdale Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16767 5; Grimshaw Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16772 
The New White Horse (Now Little White Horse); Hammerton 
Street House:Domestic 
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16782 72 And 74; Manchester Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16794 1-11 (Odd); And 13a; Nicholas Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16799 4-10 (Even); Paradise Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16868 108-114 (Even) Hebrew Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16892 71 Todmorden Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16901 39; 41 And 43; Westgate; Burnley House:Domestic 

16902 106-114 (Even); Westgate; Burnley House:Domestic 

16904 Plane Tree Public House; Westgate; Burnley House:Domestic 

16906 66-76 (Even); Yorkshire Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16907 78-84 (Even); Yorkshire Street; Burnley House:Domestic 

16929 171; 173 And 175; Manchester Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16931 29 And 31; Rose Hill Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16933 304; 306; 308; Lowerhouse Lane; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16936 The Castle; 254; Manchester Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16938 25 And 27; Marsden Road; Burnley House:Domestic 

16975 Old Oak Cottage; Lower Rosegrove Lane; Burnley House:Domestic 

16976 2-22 (Even); Lowerhouse Fold; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16977 204-238 (Even); Lowerhouse Fold; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16978 217-227 (Odd); Lowerhouse Lane; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16979 274-298 (Even); Lowerhouse Lane; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16980 295-317 (Odd); Lowerhouse Lane; Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

19315 54-58 Bank Parade House:Domestic 

19326 Col. Slater Homes; 320-330 Briercliffe Road House:Domestic 

19327 1-25 (Odd) And 2-22 (Even) Palatine Square House:Domestic 

19330 Whittlefield House And Farm House:Domestic 

19331 162-168 Gannow Lane House:Domestic 

19333 402-418 Cog Lane House:Domestic 

19334 Coach And Horses; 48b Church Street House:Domestic 

19338 Rowley Lodge; 384 Brunshaw Road House:Domestic 

19339 Holme Lodge; Accrington Road House:Domestic 

7618 Lower Howarth Fold House:Domestic 

19316 390-446 Briercliffe Road House:Row 

6814 Stoneyholme Industrial Building 

6864 Blakey Street Industrial Building 

22037 Fever Hospital, Near 327-327a Briercliffe Road, Burnley 
Infectious Diseases 
Hospital 
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7641 Todmorden Road, Junction With Oxford Road Inn 

19837 Inn, 15 Red Lion Street, Burnley Inn 

22074 Wellington Inn, 287 Manchester Road, Rose Hill, Burnley Inn 

22080 Inn, 297 Coal Clough Lane, Burnley Inn 

22163 George Iv Inn, Opposite All Saints' Church, Padiham Road Inn 

6853 Whittlefield Inn 

7608 Rossendale Road And Cog Lane Junction Inn 

7609 Rossendale Road; East Of Habergham Hall Inn 

7636 Junction Between Manchester Road And Reynolds Street Inn 

18813 Well Hall Inn; Kierby Walk Inn 

19689 Inn; 235 Accrington Road; Burnley Inn 

19703 Inn; Gannow Top; Burnley Inn 

19727 Inn; Corner Of Cranmer Street & Trafalgar Street; Burnley Inn 

19733 Inn; Barracks Road; Burnley Inn 

19734 Angel Inn; 135 Burnham Gate; Burnley Inn 

19752 Inn; 25-27 Clifton Street; Burnley Inn 

19768 Inn; Neptune Street; Burnley Inn 

19772 Inn; 170-172 St James's Street; Burnley Inn 

19787 Inn; Ship Alley; Corner Of Finsley Gate & Parker Lane; Burnley Inn 

19803 Inn; The Mall; Burnley Inn 

19806 Inn; Off South-West Corner Of Govt. Offices; 1 Kingsway; Burnley Inn 

19814 Inn; Active Way; Burnley Inn 

19830 Inn; Church Street; Burnley Inn 

19833 Inn; 32-34 St James's Street; Burnley Inn 

19834 Inn; 22 St James's Street; Burnley Inn 

19835 Inn; 18 St James's Street; Burnley Inn 

19836 Inn; 4-6 Keirby Walk; Burnley Inn 

19839 Inn; 49 Croft Street & 12 Red Lion Street; Burnley Inn 

19862 Inn; Temple Street; Burnley Inn 

19832 
Iron Foundry; William Thompson Recreation Centre; Centenary 
Way; Burnley Iron Foundry 

6880 Burnley Iron Works; Manchester Road And Healey Wood Road Iron Works 

19789 Iron Works; Saunder Bank; Burnley Iron Works 

19819 Bankhouse Iron Works; Rear Of Canning Street; Burnley Iron Works 

16935 Higher Saxifield Farm; Oaken Bank; Harle Syke Laithe House 

13956 Lamp Post Opposite No. 217 Lowerhouse Lane Lamp Post 
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18814 The Gaumless; St. James's Street Lamp Post 

19855 
County Livery Stables; South-East Of Junction Between Hart 
Street & Hawk Street; Burnley Livery Stable 

19863 Livery Stables; 2-6 Craven Street & 61 Plumbe Street; Burnley Livery Stable 

19792 
Cattle Market; Parker Lane; Burnley (Site Of Present Magistrates 
Court & Police Station) Livestock Market 

22030 Lodge To Victoria Hospital, Salus Street, Burnley Lodge 

22072 Lodge, To Front Of 10 Manchester Road, Rose Hill, Burnley Lodge 

22115 Lodge, Entrance To Burnley Cemetery, Cemetery Lane, Burnley Lodge 

22127 Lodge, North Of 371 Scott Street, Lowerhouse, Padiham Lodge 

22141 Lodge, Junction Of Accrington Road With Rossendale Road Lodge 

22157 Lodge To Park Hill Hall, West Of Junction Of Cornfield Drive Lodge 

22164 Lodge, Opposite 64-66 Kiddrow Lane, Habergham Lodge 

18810 Magistrates Court And Police Station; Parker Lane Magistrates Court 

19769 Malthouse; Corner Of Neptune Street & Sandygate; Burnley Malt House 

2336 Full Edge (Fullege) Mansion 

19802 Market Hall; Howe Street; Burnley Market Hall 

24236 Church Of St Peter, Church Street, Burnley Mausoleum 

24237 St Peter's Church, Burnley Mausoleum 

16755 Church Of St Peter; Church Street; Burnley Mausoleum 

16788 Burnley Mechanics' Institute; Manchester Road; Burnley Mechanics Institute 

19756 Methodist Chapel; Canning Street; Burnley Methodist Chapel 

20783 Milepost; North Of Railway Line At Ashfield Road Bridge; Burnley Milepost 

22075 Milestone, Opposite 289 Manchester Road, Rose Hill, Burnley Milestone 

22158 Milestone, Padiham Road, Near Junction With All Saints Close Milestone 

20301 Clock Tower Mill And "Depot", Neptune St, Burnley Mill 

22008 Livingstone Mill, Cameron Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22009 Queen's Mill, New Hall Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22011 New Hall Mill, Elm Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22013 North Bridge Mill, Elm Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22015 Old Hall Mill, Elm Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22024 Byerden Mill, Colne Road, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mill 

22028 Bishop House Mill, Rylands Street, Burnley Mill 

22046 Burnley Wood Mill, Parliament Street, Burnley Wood, Burnley Mill 

22067 Healey Royd Mill, Hughes Street, Burnley Mill 

22149 Rosegrove Mills, Gannow Lane, Rose Grove, Burnley Mill 
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22170 Spa Field Mill, Junction Of Parliament Street  Mill 

6386 Burnley Mill 

6881 Healey Wood Road Mill 

10274 Wiseman Street; Burnley Mill 

10276 Elm St Mill "Room And Power" Mill 

19690 Wood Top Mill; Villiers Street; Burnley Mill 

19698 Yatefield Mill; South Of Gannow Lane; Nr. Gannow Top; Burnley Mill 

19718 Spa Mill; Junction Street; Burnley Mill 

19719 Whittlefield Mill; Pendle Way; Burnley Mill 

19720 Olive Mount Mill; M65 Nr. Whittlefield Bridge; Burnley Mill 

19725 Junction Mill; Junction Street; Burnley Mill 

19731 
Woodfield Mill; Corner Of Keppel Place & Trafalgar Street; 
Burnley Mill 

19737 Sandygate Mill; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Mill 

19741 Albert Mill; 23-27 Trafalgar Street; Burnley Mill 

19745 Thorny Bank Mill; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Mill 

19764 Clifton Mill; Ashfield Road; Burnley Mill 

19771 Queen Street Mill; Queen Street; Burnley Mill 

19786 Albion Mills; Cooper Street; Burnley Mill 

19794 Hollingreave Mill; Rear Of Finsley Gate; Burnley Mill 

19796 Spruce Mill; Finsley Gate; Burnley Mill 

19805 King's Mill; Bridge Street; Burnley Mill 

19824 Danes House Mill; Elm Street; Burnley Mill 

19825 Throstle Mill; Daneshouse Road; Burnley Mill 

19849 Keighley Green Mill; Rear Of 37-51 Bank Parade; Burnley Mill 

19851 Parsonage Mills; Massey Street; Burnley Mill 

19856 Central Mill; Albert Street; Burnley Mill 

19868 Springfield Mill; Kay Gardens; Burnley Mill 

19869 Oxford Mill; Oxford Road; Burnley Mill 

19870 Fulledge Mill; Holmes Street; Burnley Mill 

20790 
Handbridge Mill; North-East Side Of Junction Between Parliament 
Street & Oxford Road; Burnley Mill 

22144 Mill Pond, Junction Of Smallshaw Lane With Accrington Road Mill Pond 

16747 The Goit; Bank Parade; Burnley Millrace 

22002 Mission Room, 25-25a New Hall Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Mission Hall 

22038 Mortuary, Rear Of 327 Briercliffe Road, Burnley Mortuary 
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22116 Mortuary Chapel (Nonconformist), Burnley Cemetery Mortuary Chapel 

22117 Mortuary Chapel (C Of E), Burnley Cemetery Mortuary Chapel 

22118 Mortuary Chapel (Rc), Burnley Cemetery Mortuary Chapel 

16905 59; 61 And 63; Yorkshire Street; Burnley Nunnery 

22153 Woodbine Nursery, Woodbine Gardens, Dugdale Road Nursery Garden 

24233 18 & 20 Nicholas Street, Burnley Office 

16909 19; Parker Lane; Burnley Office Building 

9056 Scott Park, Burnley Park 

20075 Thompson Park; Blackburn Park 

19850 County Police Station; Massey Street; Burnley Police Station 

19691 Yatefield Conservative Club; 27 & 29 Cog Lane; Burnley Political Club 

22026 Post Office, 186 Colne Road, Burnley Post Office 

22128 Post Office, 300 Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse, Padiham Post Office 

22136 Post Office, 320-322 Gannow Lane & 2 Rosegrove Lane Post Office 

16774 Post Office; Hargeaves Street; Burnley Post Office 

18807 The Prudential Building; Manchester Road Post Office 

19694 Post Office; 146 Accrington Road; Burnley Post Office 

19749 Post Office; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Post Office 

19760 Post Office; Westgate; Opp. Belle Vue Street; Burnley Post Office 

19871 Post Office; 14 Todmorden Road; Burnley Post Office 

16766 6; Elizabeth Street; Burnley Public Hall 

19712 Hall; Corner Of Bivel Street & Shale Street; Burnley Public Hall 

19704 Public House, 177 Padiham Road, Burnley Public House 

21995 Reedley Hallows Hotel, 305 Barden Lane, Burnley Lane Public House 

22019 Public House, Site Adjacent To 21 Allen Street, Burnley Public House 

22020 Public House, Opposite 90-92 Colne Road, Burnley Public House 

22120 Griffin Hotel, 128 Rossendale Road, Rose Grove, Burnley Public House 

22132 Lane Ends Hotel, Junction Of Lowerhouse Lane & Kiddrow Lane Public House 

22135 Railway Hotel, 1 Rosegrove Lane, Rose Grove, Burnley Public House 

22137 Public House, 63 Rosegrove Lane, Rose Grove, Burnley Public House 

22156 Public House, 110 Gannow Lane, Rose Grove, Burnley Public House 

13863 Yates Wine Lodge; 18 St James Street; Burnley Public House 

13864 White Lion Public House; St James Street; Burnley Public House 

16751 Bridge Inn; Bridge Street; Burnley Public House 

16752 The Town Mouse Inn; Brown Street; Burnley Public House 
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18817 The Big Window Public House (New Red Lion) Public House 

19336 Black Bull; Jib Hill Public House 

19700 Public House; South Of Gannow Lane; Nr. Gannow Top; Burnley Public House 

19710 Public House; Adj. To M65 North Of Westway; Burnley Public House 

19711 Public House; Adj. To M65 North Of Westway; Burnley Public House 

19738 Public House; 39 Trafalgar Street; Burnley Public House 

19746 Public House; 14 Halstead Street; Burnley Public House 

19747 Public House; 9 Trafalgar Street; Burnley Public House 

19761 Public House; 102 & 104 Westgate; Burnley Public House 

19782 
Public House; Corner Of Manchester Road & Finsley Gate; 
Burnley Public House 

19790 Public House; 49-51 Parker Lane & 10 Elizabeth Street; Burnley Public House 

19797 Public House; 62 St James's Street; Burnley Public House 

19801 
Public House; Corner Of Curzon Street & St James's Street; 
Burnley Public House 

19804 Public House; 9 Market Square; Burnley Public House 

19842 
Public House; Adj. To North End Of Bus Station; Croft Street; 
Burnley Public House 

19858 Public House; 49 Yorkshire Street; Burnley Public House 

19860 
Public House (Present Wellington Hotel); 2 Todmorden Road; 
Burnley Public House 

21732 
Tim Bobbin Public House; 319 Padiham Road; Whittlefield; 
Burnley Public House 

16854 Central Library; Parker Lane; Burnley Public Library 

10713 Queen's Park, Burnley Public Park 

6806 Near Clifton House, Burnley Pump 

6390 Marsden Road Quarry 

6805 Whittlefield; Burnley Quarry 

6839 Whittlefield Quarry 

6882 Riding Street Quarry 

16759 Clifton Street; Burnley Railway Bridge 

19318 Reedley Hallows Railway Bridge Railway Bridge 

19813 Carriage Works; Railway Street; Burnley Railway Carriage Works 

22051 Towneley Station, Adjacent To 109 Hufling Lane Railway Station 

22138 Rose Grove Station, East Of Present Station, Rosegrove Lane Railway Station 

19143 Central Station Railway Station 

19317 Manchester Road Railway Station 
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19723 Barracks Station; Junction Street; Burnley Railway Station 

18811 The Thompson Recreation Centre; Red Lion Street Recreation Centre 

22036 Recreation Ground, Briercliffe Road  Recreation Ground 

22146 Recreation Ground, Phoenix Way, Smallshaw Industrial Estate Recreation Ground 

19758 Recreation Ground; Burleigh Street; Burnley Recreation Ground 

21731 
Whittlefield Recreation Ground; Between Tabor Street & Ighten 
Road; Whittlefield; Burnley Recreation Ground 

21733 Recreation Ground; Lyndhurst Road; Fulledge; Burnley Recreation Ground 

16897 148 Trafalgar Street; Burnley Recreational Hall 

19882 Reservoir; Rear Of 436-454 Brunshaw Road; Burnley Reservoir 

22154 Woodbine Ropery, Rear Of 1-37 Barry Street, Rose Grove Ropery 

6874 Temple Street Ropewalk 

19759 Rope Walk; West Of Clifton Street; Burnley Ropewalk 

19854 
Rope Walk; Adj. To Leeds And Liverpool Canal; Nr. Hart Street & 
Lindsay Street; Burnley Ropewalk 

18825 No.75 Hammerton Street Saw Mill 

19709 Padiham Road Saw Mills; Boathorse Lane; Burnley Saw Mill 

19853 Borough Saw Mills; Talbot Street; Burnley Saw Mill 

19864 Plumbe Street Saw Mills; Plumbe Street; Burnley Saw Mill 

7640 Todmorden Road, North Of Outwood Road School 

22000 Schools, Abel Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley School 

22023 School (Present Old People's Centre), Nicholl Street, Burnley School 

22048 School, Springfield Road, Burnley Wood, Burnley School 

22049 Schools, Atrium Court, Strange Street, Burnley Wood, Burnley School 

22050 School, Gatefield Court, Hollingreave Road, Burnley Wood School 

22060 School (Present Healey Wood Junior & Infants School) School 

22081 School, 5 Cherry Tree Mews, Coal Clough Lane, Burnley School 

22134 School, Site Of Present Chapel House, East Of 209 Gannow  School 

22159 School, All Saints Close, Padiham Road, Habergham School 

22171 School, St Stephen's Street, Off Tarleton Street School 

6389 Marsden Road School 

6845 Stoneyholme School 

6851 Former Sandygate School; Trafalgar Street; Burnley School 

6859 Brun Street School 

16744 Burnley College; Bank Parade; Burnley School 

16757 St Peter's Church Of England School; Church Street; Burnley School 
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16758 St Peter's Church Of England School; Church Street; Burnley School 

16857 Woodtop Primary School; Accrington Road; Burnley School 

16866 St Andrew's School; Colne Road; Burnley School 

19693 School; Clough Street; Burnley School 

19701 School; Between Wordsworth Street & Adamson Street; Burnley School 

19707 School; Claremont Street; Burnley School 

19722 School; North Of Padiham Road; West Of Junction Street; Burnley School 

19730 School; Corner Of Cranmer Street & Pomfret Street; Burnley School 

19757 
School; Site Of Present St. James's Parish Hall; Canning Street; 
Burnley School 

19763 School; Westgate Trading Centre; Westgate; Burnley School 

19784 School; Saunder Bank; Burnley School 

19826 School; Between 22 & 24 Tennis Street; Burnley School 

19838 School; Corner Of Red Lion Street & Parker Lane; Burnley School 

19841 
School; Rear Of Croft Street (Site Of Present Bus Station); 
Burnley School 

19859 School; Rear Of Temple Street; Burnley School 

19872 School; Site Opp. 15-31 Eliza Street; Burnley School 

19329 Shakespeare Terrace; 123 Albion Street Sculpture 

22150 Sewage Works, Sycamore Avenue, Rose Grove, Burnley Sewage Works 

22054 Old Shaft, West Of Railway Line Near Hufling Lane, Burnley Shaft 

16777 34-40 (Even); Keirby Walk; Burnley Shop 

16781 41; Manchester Road; Burnley Shop 

16856 4-14 St James Street; Burnley Shop 

16881 Fit Rite Shoes; 16 St James St; Burnley Shop 

16884 104 St James Street; Burnley Shop 

18820 Nos. 2-6a (Even) Hargreaves Street Shop 

18822 St James's Hall; St James's Row Shop 

18823 Standish Street Shop 

18824 The Empire Buildings; St James's Street Shop 

22052 Signal Box, Adjacent To Railway Line At Bridge  Signal Box 

22059 Signal Box, West Of Railway Bridge Off Spring Hill Road Signal Box 

22065 Signal Box, Adjacent To Railway Near Junction Of Spring  Signal Box 

22122 Signal Box, Adjacent To Railway Line East Of Padiham Junction Signal Box 

22140 Signal Box, Adjacent To Railway Line Signal Box 

22142 Signal Box, South Of Bradley Gardens, Off Sunderland Street Signal Box 
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20779 
Signal Box; East Of Cog Lane; Adj. To South Side Of Railway 
Track; Burnley Signal Box 

20780 
Signal Box; Opp. 25 Padiham Road; West Of Burnley Barracks 
Station; Burnley Signal Box 

20784 
Signal Box; East Of Railway Line To North Of Burnley Central 
Station; Railway Street; Burnley Signal Box 

20785 Signal Box; West Of 70 Daneshouse Road; Burnley Signal Box 

19780 Skating Rink; Hammerton Street; Burnley Skating Rink 

16791 Manchester Road Canal Wharf; Burnley Stable 

16863 Cleaver Street; Burnley Stable 

22004 
Sunday School, Opposite 7-11 Wood Street, Burnley Lane, 
Burnley Sunday School 

16875 Jamia Mosque; North Street; Burnley Sunday School 

19774 Sunday School; Bethesda Street; Burnley Sunday School 

19844 
Sunday School; Junction Of Yorkshire Street; Church Street & 
Centenary Way; Burnley Sunday School 

19865 Tannery; Plumbe Street; Burnley Tannery 

16797 Burnley College; Ormerod Road; Burnley Technical College 

18809 The Temperance Hall; Elizabeth Street Temperance Hall 

19878 Tennis Court; Queen's Park (Adj. To Ormerod Road); Burnley Tennis Court 

24235 5, 7 & 9 Nicholas Street, Burnley Terrace 

16882 Coral Bingo; Former Empire Theatre; 124 St James St; Burnley Theatre 

19791 
Gaiety Theatre; Parker Lane; Burnley (Site Of Present Magistrates 
Court & Police Station) Theatre 

7637 Malborough Street Timber Yard 

19753 Timber Yard; Rear Of Clifton Street; Burnley Timber Yard 

16749 Church Of St James; Bethesda Street; Burnley Tower 

16792 Manchester Road; Burnley Tower 

16793 Town Hall; Manchester Road; Burnley Town Hall 

22025 Tramway Depot, Site Of Present Queensgate Omnibus Depot Tram Depot 

6870 Between Plumbe Street And Leeds Liverpool Canal Tramway 

6888 Rose Grove Tramway 

7603 From Leeds Liverpool Canal To South West Of Burnley Cemetery Tramway 

19821 Travelling Crane; North Of Burnley Central Station; Burnley Travelling Crane 

6866 Yorkshire Street Viaduct 

16738 Ashfield Road; Burnley Viaduct 

20782 
Viaduct; East Of M65; From Nr. Bamburgh Drive To Nr. Ashley 
Street; Burnley Viaduct 
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6821 Bank House Parsonage Vicarage 

22071 St. Matthew's Vicarage Vicarage 

19695 Vicarage; 126 Accrington Road; Burnley Vicarage 

13902 No. 159 Rockwood; Todmorden Road Villa 

16784 112; Manchester Road; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16785 147; Manchester Road; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16928 Rosedale; Hawthorne Road; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16932 Rosehillo House Hotel; Rosehill Avenue; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16941 89; Todmorden Road; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16972 157 Todmorden Road; Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

24231 All Saint's Church, Burnley Wall 

16746 River Brun; Burnley Wall 

16756 Church Of St Peter; Church Street; Burnley Wall 

16787 Manchester Road Canal Wharf; Burnley Wall 

24228 Manchester Road, Burnley Warehouse 

16775 Healy Wood Road; Burnley Warehouse 

16790 Manchester Road Canal Wharf; Burnley Warehouse 

16887 Sandygate; Burnley Warehouse 

16983 1 And 3; Coal Street; Burnley Warehouse 

18808 The Warehouse; Elizabeth Street Warehouse 

19848 Warehouse; Rear Of Keirby Walk (Adj. To Ribver Brun); Burnley Warehouse 

6387 Cleaver Street Waterworks 

16886 Slater Terrace; Sandygate; Burnley Weavers Cottage 

22012 New Hall Shed, Elm Street, Burnley Lane, Burnley Weaving Shed 

22016 Old Hall Shed, Site Of Present Old Hall Mill, Elm Street Weaving Shed 

22021 Marles Shed, Walshaw Street, Burnley Weaving Shed 

22066 Spring Hill Shed, Spring Hill Road, Burnley Weaving Shed 

19696 Hargher Clough Shed; Hargher Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19697 Gannow Shed; South Of Gannow Lane; Nr. Gannow Top; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19713 Tunnel Hill Shed; Allerton Drive; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19716 Pendle View Shed; Cotton Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19717 Whittlefield Shed; Junction Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19742 Trafalgar Shed; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19743 
Waterloo Shed; Site Of Present Celtique Mill; Trafalgar Street; 
Burnley Weaving Shed 

19744 Hope Shed; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 
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19754 Stoneyholme Shed; Grosvenor Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19765 Calder Vale Shed; Calder Vale Road; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19766 Ashfield Shed; Calder Vale Road; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19767 Sandygate Shed; Wiseman Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19770 George Street Shed; George Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19809 Bankfield Shed; Rear Of Curzon Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19818 Albert Shed; Canning Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

19867 
Plumbe Street Shed; Plumbe Street; Between Lutner Street & 
Hornby Street; Burnley Weaving Shed 

22014 Well, Old Hall Farm, Oswald Street, Stoneyholme, Burnley Well 

6388 Hospital Grounds; Briercliffe Road Well 

22044 Methodist Chapel, 495-497 Briercliffe Road 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel 

22076 Methodist Chapel, Opposite 293-295 Manchester Road 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel 

22129 Methodist Chapel, 240-244 Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel 

19779 
Wesleyan Chapel; Site Of Present Central Methodist Church; 
Hargreaves Street; Burnley 

Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel 

22151 Wharf, South Side Of Leeds & Liverpool Canal, Gannow Lane Wharf 

22152 Wharf, North Side Of Leeds & Liverpool Canal Wharf 

20787 Wharf; Nr. 99 Ormerod Road; Burnley Wharf 

16783 85 And 85a; Manchester Road; Burnley Wharfingers Cottage 

22035 Burnley Union Workhouse Workhouse 

16778 62; Lindsay Street; Burnley Working Men's Club 

19726 Mitre Works; Padiham Road; Burnley Works 

19736 
Mitre Works; Burnham Trading Park; West Of Blannel Street; 
Burnley Works 

19748 Globe Works; Trafalgar Street; Burnley Works 

19808 Bethesda Street Works; Brun Street; Burnley Works 

19721 Coal Yard; South-East Of M65 Nr. Whittlefield Bridge; Burnley Yard 
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16876 
Listed 
Grade II Sandy Holme Aqueduct, Thompson Park, Burnley Aqueduct 

16981 
Listed 
Grade II Leeds And Liverpool Canal, Burnley Aqueduct 

16768 
Listed 
Grade II 9, Grimshaw Street, Burnley Bank (Financial) 

16769 
Listed 
Grade II 10, Grimshaw Street, Burnley Bank (Financial) 

16780 
Listed 
Grade II 32, Manchester Road, Burnley Bank (Financial) 

16711 
Listed 
Grade II Burnley Road, Padiham Boundary Stone 

16974 
Listed 
Grade II Ightenhill Park Lane, Burnley Boundary Stone 

16982 
Listed 
Grade II Gannow Tunnel, Burnley Boundary Stone 

16895 
Listed 
Grade II Hand Bridge, Todmorden Road, Burnley Bridge 

16789 
Listed 
Grade II Manchester Road, Burnley Canal Bridge 

16859 
Listed 
Grade II Lodge Canal Bridge, Barden Lane, Burnley Canal Bridge 

16874 
Listed 
Grade II New Hall Bridge, New Hall Street, Burnley Canal Bridge 

16885 
Listed 
Grade II Sandygate Bridge Canal Bridge 

16864 
Listed 
Grade II Cog Lane, Rose Grove, Burnley Canal Tunnel Portal 

16900 
Listed 
Grade II Tunnel Street, Burnley Canal Tunnel Portal 

6837 
Listed 
Grade II Dugdale Wharf, Lowerhouse Lane, Burnley Canal Warehouse 

16970 
Listed 
Grade II Finsley Gate Boatyard, Burnley Canal Warehouse 

6858 
Listed 
Grade II 

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Hammerton Street, 
Burnley Chapel 

16855 
Listed 
Grade II Aenon Baptist Chapel, Red Lion Street, Burnley Chapel 

© Lancashire County Council 2005  105 



Lancashire Historic Town Survey  Burnley 

PRN STATUS NAME TYPE 

16776 
Listed 
Grade II Pentridge Mill Chimney, Holmes Street, Burnley Chimney 

16893 
Listed 
Grade II Newton Mill Chimney, Sutcliffe Street, Burnley Chimney 

6841 
Listed 
Grade II 

Holy Trinity Church, Accrington Road, Whittlefield, 
Burnley Church 

16762 
Listed 
Grade II 

Burnley Lane Baptist Church And Institute, Colne 
Road, Burnley Church 

16858 
Listed 
Grade II Angle Street, Burnley Church 

16861 
Listed 
Grade II Jireh Baptist Church, Boot Way, Burnley Church 

16862 
Listed 
Grade II* Church Of St Peter, Church Street, Burnley Church 

16865 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St Andrew, Colne Road, Burnley Church 

16877 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St Stephen, Oxford Road, Burnley Wood Church 

16878 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of All Saints, Padiham Road, Burnley Church 

16891 
Listed 
Grade II 

Church Of St Catherine, St Alban And St Paul, 
Todmorden Road Church 

16908 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St Mary, Yorkshire Street, Burnley Church 

16761 
Listed 
Grade II 

Burnley Lane Baptist Church Hall, Colne Road, 
Burnley Church Hall 

16934 
Listed 
Grade II 462 And 464, Padiham Road, Burnley Coach House 

16798 
Listed 
Grade II Mackenzie Memorial, Thompson Park, Burnley Commemorative Monument

16888 
Listed 
Grade II Scott Monument, Scott Park, Rose Hill Commemorative Monument

16940 
Listed 
Grade II Queen's Park, Burnley Commemorative Monument

16795 
Listed 
Grade II 14-20 (Even), Nicholas Street, Burnley Commercial Office 

13909 
Listed 
Grade II No. 10 Hammerton Street Cooperative Store 

16771 
Listed 
Grade II 12 And 14, Hammerton Street, Burnley Cooperative Store 

6854 
Listed 
Grade II Clock Tower Mill, Sandygate, Burnley Cotton Mill 

6857 
Listed 
Grade II New Town Mill, Cow Lane, Burnley Cotton Mill 
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16750 
Listed 
Grade II Warehouse, Blackburn Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

16773 
Listed 
Grade II Proctors' Works, Hammerton Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

16889 
Listed 
Grade II Stanley Mill, Shackleton Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

16898 
Listed 
Grade II Trafalgar Mill, Trafalgar Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

16899 
Listed 
Grade II Victoria Mill, Trafalgar Street, Burnley Cotton Mill 

16903 
Listed 
Grade II Belle Vue Mill, Westgate, Burnley Cotton Mill 

697 
Listed 
Grade II Burnley Market Cross And Stocks Cross 

698 
Listed 
Grade II Paulinus Cross (Godley Lane Cross) Cross 

13862 
Listed 
Grade II Near Habergham Lodge, Padiham Road, Burnley Drinking Fountain 

11182 
Listed 
Grade II Oakmount Mill Engine, Engine House And Chimney Engine 

16739 
Listed 
Grade II Ashfield Street, Burnley Engine House 

16763 
Listed 
Grade II Prestige Building, Colne Road, Burnley Factory 

16779 
Listed 
Grade II The Old Red Lion Hotel, Manchester Road, Burnley Farmhouse 

16786 
Listed 
Grade II 163, Manchester Road, Burnley Farmhouse 

16860 
Listed 
Grade II Lodge Farmhouse, Barden Lane, Burnley Farmhouse 

16867 
Listed 
Grade II Malt Shovel Pub, Hargrove Avenue, Burnley Farmhouse 

16873 
Listed 
Grade II Howorth Fold Poultry Farm, Burnley Farmhouse 

16880 
Listed 
Grade II 

Back Lane Farmhouse, 189 Rossendale Road, 
Burnley Farmhouse 

16883 
Listed 
Grade II Swan Inn, 44 St James Street, Burnley Farmhouse 

16939 
Listed 
Grade II Kibble Bank Farmhouse, Marsden Road, Burnley Farmhouse 

16973 
Listed 
Grade II Hufling Hall, 69 And 71, Hufling Lane, Burnley Farmhouse 

17049 
Listed 
Grade II Cherryfold, Rossendale Road, Burnley Farmhouse 
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13907 
Listed 
Grade II 

Former Forge To East Of British Waterway's 
Operations Base Forge 

13904 
Listed 
Grade II Front Garden Wall To No. 254 Manchester Road Garden Wall 

3546 
Listed 
Grade II Shorey Well, Bank Parade, Burnley Holy Well 

16745 
Listed 
Grade II Duke Of York Hotel, Colne Road, Burnley Hotel 

16796 
Listed 
Grade II 22 And 24, Nicholas Street, Burnley Hotel 

7618 
Listed 
Grade II Lower Howorth Fold, Howorth Road, Burnley Wood House:Domestic 

13854 
Listed 
Grade II Park House, 73 Todmorden Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

13903 
Listed 
Grade II Back Oak Cottage, Lower Rosegrove Lane House:Domestic 

13957 
Listed 
Grade II Nos 89 And 91 Church Street House:Domestic 

16740 
Listed 
Grade II 37 And 39, Bank Parade, Burnley House:Domestic 

16741 
Listed 
Grade II 58a, 60 And 62, Bank Parade, Burnley House:Domestic 

16742 
Listed 
Grade II 1-8, The Stackhouses, Bank Parade, Burnley House:Domestic 

16743 
Listed 
Grade II 64, 66 And 68, Bank Parade, Burnley House:Domestic 

16748 
Listed 
Grade II 4 And 6, Bankhouse Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16754 
Listed 
Grade II 83-91 (Odd), Church Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16764 
Listed 
Grade II 4, 6 And 8, Dugdale Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16765 
Listed 
Grade II 12 And 14, Dugdale Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16767 
Listed 
Grade II 5, Grimshaw Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16772 
Listed 
Grade II 

The New White Horse (Now "Shifters"), Hammerton 
Street House:Domestic 

16782 
Listed 
Grade II 72 And 74, Manchester Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16794 
Listed 
Grade II 1-11 (Odd), And 13a, Nicholas Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16799 
Listed 
Grade II 4-10 (Even), Paradise Street, Burnley House:Domestic 
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16868 
Listed 
Grade II 108-114 (Even) Hebrew Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16890 
Listed 
Grade II St Mary's Presbytery, Todmorden Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16892 
Listed 
Grade II 71 Todmorden Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16901 
Listed 
Grade II 39, 41 And 43, Westgate, Burnley House:Domestic 

16902 
Listed 
Grade II 106-114 (Even), Westgate, Burnley House:Domestic 

16904 
Listed 
Grade II Plane Tree Public House, Westgate, Burnley House:Domestic 

16906 
Listed 
Grade II 66-76 (Even), Yorkshire Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16907 
Listed 
Grade II 78-84 (Even), Yorkshire Street, Burnley House:Domestic 

16915 
Listed 
Grade II Gannow House, Gannow Lane, Burnley House:Domestic 

16929 
Listed 
Grade II 171, 173 And 175, Manchester Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16931 
Listed 
Grade II 29 And 31, Rose Hill Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16933 
Listed 
Grade II 304, 306, 308, Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16936 
Listed 
Grade II The Castle, 254, Manchester Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16937 
Listed 
Grade II 11 And 13, Marsden Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16938 
Listed 
Grade II 25 And 27, Marsden Road, Burnley House:Domestic 

16975 
Listed 
Grade II Old Oak Cottage, Lower Rosegrove Lane, Burnley House:Domestic 

16976 
Listed 
Grade II 2-22 (Even), Lowerhouse Fold, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16977 
Listed 
Grade II 204-238 (Even), Lowerhouse Fold, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16978 
Listed 
Grade II 217-227 (Odd), Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16979 
Listed 
Grade II 274-298 (Even), Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16980 
Listed 
Grade II 295-317 (Odd), Lowerhouse Lane, Lowerhouse House:Domestic 

16770 
Listed 
Grade II 9-29 (Odd), Hammerton Street, Burnley Institute 
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16935 
Listed 
Grade II Higher Saxifield Farm, Oaken Bank, Harle Syke Laithe House 

13956 
Listed 
Grade II Lamp Post Opposite No. 217 Lowerhouse Lane Lamp Post 

6865 
Listed 
Grade II Yorkshire Street, Burnley Lime Kiln 

16879 
Listed 
Grade II Habergham Lodge, Padiham Road, Burnley Lodge 

16910 
Listed 
Grade II Heasandford House, Queen Victoria Road, Burnley Manor House 

16755 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St Peter, Church Street, Burnley Mausoleum 

16788 
Listed 
Grade II* 

Burnley Mechanics' Institute, Manchester Road, 
Burnley Mechanics Institute 

16753 
Listed 
Grade II 

Turf Moor Football Ground, Brunshaw Road, 
Burnley Milestone 

16747 
Listed 
Grade II The Goit, Bank Parade, Burnley Mill Race 

16905 
Listed 
Grade II 59, 61 And 63, Yorkshire Street, Burnley Nunnery 

16909 
Listed 
Grade II 19, Parker Lane, Burnley Office Building 

16774 
Listed 
Grade II Post Office, Hargeaves Street, Burnley Post Office 

16766 
Listed 
Grade II 6, Elizabeth Street, Burnley Public Hall 

13863 
Listed 
Grade II Yates Wine Lodge, 18 St James Street, Burnley Public House 

13864 
Listed 
Grade II White Lion Public House, St James Street, Burnley Public House 

16751 
Listed 
Grade II Bridge Inn, Bridge Street, Burnley Public House 

16752 
Listed 
Grade II The Town Mouse Inn, Brown Street, Burnley Public House 

16854 
Listed 
Grade II Central Library, Parker Lane, Burnley Public Library 

16759 
Listed 
Grade II Clifton Street, Burnley Railway Bridge 

16738 
Listed 
Grade II Ashfield Road, Burnley Railway Viaduct 

16897 
Listed 
Grade II 148 Trafalgar Street, Burnley Recreational Hall 

16760 
Listed 
Grade II Colne Road, Burnley Road Bridge 
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6851 
Listed 
Grade II Former Sandygate School, Trafalgar Street, Burnley School 

16744 
Listed 
Grade II Burnley College, Bank Parade, Burnley School 

16757 
Listed 
Grade II 

St Peter's Church Of England School, Church 
Street, Burnley School 

16758 
Listed 
Grade II 

St Peter's Church Of England School, Church 
Street, Burnley School 

16857 
Listed 
Grade II Woodtop Primary School, Accrington Road, Burnley School 

16866 
Listed 
Grade II St Andrew's School, Colne Road, Burnley School 

16777 
Listed 
Grade II 34-40 (Even), Keirby Walk, Burnley Shop 

16781 
Listed 
Grade II 41, Manchester Road, Burnley Shop 

16856 
Listed 
Grade II 4-14 St James Street, Burnley Shop 

16881 
Listed 
Grade II Fit Rite Shoes, 16 St James St, Burnley Shop 

16884 
Listed 
Grade II 104 St James Street, Burnley Shop 

16791 
Listed 
Grade II Manchester Road Canal Wharf, Burnley Stable 

16863 
Listed 
Grade II Cleaver Street, Burnley Stable 

16914 
Listed 
Grade II Old Vicarage, Gannow Lane, Burnley Stable 

16875 
Listed 
Grade II Jamia Mosque, North Street, Burnley Sunday School 

6846 
Listed 
Grade II 487, Padiham Road, Burnley Teachers House 

16797 
Listed 
Grade II Burnley College, Ormerod Road, Burnley Technical College 

16882 
Listed 
Grade II 

Coral Bingo, Former Empire Theatre, 124 St James 
St, Burnley Theatre 

16749 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St James, Bethesda Street, Burnley Tower 

16792 
Listed 
Grade II Manchester Road, Burnley Tower 

16793 
Listed 
Grade II Town Hall, Manchester Road, Burnley Town Hall 

13902 
Listed 
Grade II No. 159 Rockwood, Todmorden Road Villa (Non Roman) 
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PRN STATUS NAME TYPE 

16784 
Listed 
Grade II 112, Manchester Road, Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16785 
Listed 
Grade II 147, Manchester Road, Burnley (Fern Hill) Villa (Non Roman) 

16928 
Listed 
Grade II Rosedale, Hawthorne Road, Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16932 
Listed 
Grade II Rosehill House Hotel, Rosehill Avenue, Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16972 
Listed 
Grade II 157 Todmorden Road, Burnley Villa (Non Roman) 

16746 
Listed 
Grade II River Brun, Burnley Wall 

16756 
Listed 
Grade II Church Of St Peter, Church Street, Burnley Wall 

16787 
Listed 
Grade II Manchester Road Canal Wharf, Burnley Wall 

16775 
Listed 
Grade II Healy Wood Road, Burnley Warehouse 

16790 
Listed 
Grade II Manchester Road Canal Wharf, Burnley Warehouse 

16887 
Listed 
Grade II Sandygate, Burnley Warehouse 

16983 
Listed 
Grade II 1 And 3, Coal Street, Burnley Warehouse 

24232 
Listed 
Grade II Healey Wood Road, Burnley Warehouse 

16886 
Listed 
Grade II Slater Terrace, Sandygate, Burnley Weavers Cottage 

16783 
Listed 
Grade II 85 And 85a, Manchester Road, Burnley Wharfingers Cottage 

16971 
Listed 
Grade II Finsley House, Finsley Gate Boatyard, Burnley Wharfingers Cottage 

16778 
Listed 
Grade II 62, Lindsay Street, Burnley Working Mens Club 
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Fig 5: Archaeological sites
          recorded for Burnley
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Fig 6: Medieval sites,
areas and communication
routes in Burnley

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material
with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.
Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution 
or civil proceedings
Lancashire County Council 100023320 2005
Copyright Lancashire County Council
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Fig 7: Post-medieval sites,
areas and communication
routes in Burnley

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material
with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.
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infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution 
or civil proceedings
Lancashire County Council 100023320 2005
Copyright Lancashire County Council
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Fig 8: Industrial-era sites
and communication
routes in Burnley
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Figure 9. Historical Urban
               Development
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Figure 10. Present Historic 
Townscape Character - 
HTC types and areas
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Fig 11: Designated sites
and areas in Burnley
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See Appendix 4
for identification
of sites
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