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 Introduction 1.

What is a Conservation Area? 

 Conservation areas are ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest the character 1.1
or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.’ Conservation areas identify 
the familiar and cherished local scene that creates a sense of place and typically cover the 
older parts of towns and villages whose surviving historic, architectural and locally distinctive 
features are important to conserve for present and future generations. There are presently 
ten conservation areas in Burnley. Embracing the best of the borough’s built historic 
environment, they range widely in character from pre-industrial settlements to areas of 
middle-class Victorian housing and to important collections of industrial buildings. 

 Conservation area designation recognises the unique quality of an area as a whole. It 1.2
is not just the contribution of individual buildings that is important, but the sense of place 
created by different components such as topography and setting; historic development; 
layout, buildings and other structures; historic and current uses; open spaces, trees and other 
landscape features that all combine to provide the area’s special character and appearance. It 
is this character, rather than individual buildings that designation seeks to preserve or 
enhance. 

 Whilst conservation area status does introduce additional planning controls and 1.3
considerations (see Appendix B), it should be recognised that conservation areas are 
designated to ensure that change is managed in a way that does not lose sight of the special 
historic and architectural qualities of the area, rather than to prevent change.  

What is a Conservation Area Appraisal? 

 In order to successfully preserve or enhance the character or appearance of a 1.4
conservation area, it is important to understand and communicate to stakeholders what the 
architectural or historic interest of the area is. 

 A Conservation Area Appraisal seeks to do this through an analysis of the layout, 1.5
buildings and other structures, open spaces and history that make the area special and 
through the identification of those key issues that need to be resolved if this special character 
is to be ‘preserved or enhanced’. The Appraisal Map in Appendix A provides a visual summary 
of the key townscape attributes that contribute to the overall character and appearance of 
the Conservation Area including views and vistas; open space and trees; landmarks features; 
and individual buildings of notable historic or architectural interest.  

 A Conservation Area Appraisal is generally a ‘broad brush’ process and as such it does 1.6
not seek to analyse or describe every characteristic or individual building or feature within the 
conservation area that contributes to or detracts from its character and appearance. Whilst 
every effort has been taken to include those currently visible elements that are key to its 
special character; where a building a feature has not been specifically highlighted in this 
Appraisal, it cannot not be taken to imply that it holds no visual or historic value to the 
conservation area.  
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 Historic England provides guidance on undertaking conservation area appraisal and 1.7
this has been taken into account in the preparation of the appraisal. 1 

How will  the Conservation Area Appraisal  be used? 

 This Appraisal is intended to help owners and occupiers of buildings as well as 1.8
decision-makers to manage change in a positive, proactive manner that will preserve and 
where possible enhance the special interest of the conservation area. The Appraisal will be 
used in the following ways: 

• To help ensure that development proposals and regeneration schemes, within or 
affecting the setting of a conservation area, have regard to the special qualities of the 
area and aim to preserve or sympathetically enhance the character or appearance of the 
area. It will be a material consideration in the determination of planning applications; 

• To inform those considering investment in the area and provide a useful source of 
information for property owners, agents, applicants and members of the public; and 

• To raise public awareness and appreciation of the significance of the conservation area. 

Consultation on the Conservation Appraisal  

 The draft appraisal was made available for public comment, amended as appropriate 1.9
and published in April 2018. 

History of Designation 

 This document provides the first published appraisal of Harle Syke Conservation Area 1.10
which was first designated 1977, the larger of two possible areas considered at that time.  

 The 1977 consultation report on the smaller area states that “Harle Syke, a small late 1.11
19th century industrial village, is based upon five former cotton mills. Once freestanding it has 
since coalesced with the expanding suburbs of Burnley along Briercliffe Road. The proposed 
Conservation Area lies in the southern part of the village, being centred on St James’s Church 
and the Vicarage. These buildings, built around 1840 of local sandstone, are plain, solid and 
dignified thus lending a sense of repose and quality to the area. The Church and Vicarage 
grounds are fringed by mature deciduous trees and form an island site enclosed by Church 
Street, Harrison Street, Queen Street and Granvile Street … The Church Street and Queen 
Street frontages are lined by two storey stone built terraced houses, of about 1900,  some with 
front bays and gables to the street, creating a rhythmic quality in the street scene. The 
Harrison Street frontage is lined by a single-storey stone built wall of the weaving shed to 
Queen Street Mill and by the main frontage of Primrose Mill … The whole area forms a 
wooded “square” centering on the Church and Vicarage and includes the main elements of a 
typical Lancashire Textile settlement at the turn of the century, all in remarkably authentic 
condition”.  

                                                      
1 https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-designation-appraisal-
management-advice-note-1/heag040-conservation-area-designation-appraisal-and-management.pdf/ 
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 The designated Conservation Area was extended in 1985 to include the original core of 1.12
Harle Syke along Burnley Road including Oxford Mill (originally Harle Syke Mill 1856), the mills 
at the centre of the village (Walshaw Mill and Kings Mill and their chimneys), the area of 
terraced housing dating from the turn of the 19/20th century between Queen Street and 
Jubilee Street, and the significantly older Jackwell Farmhouse and attached barn.  

Planning Policy Context 

 The designation of a conservation area is only the first stage in the protection of the 1.13
special architectural and historic interest of an area. Designation is reinforced by the 
application of development control policies and other planning policy measures aimed at 
preserving or enhancing the area's special architectural or historic interest. 

 Conservation areas are given national policy protection through the National Planning 1.14
Policy Framework (NPPF) where they are identified as a type of ‘Designated Heritage Asset’. 
They are also given protection through the Borough’s Local Plan. 

 Legislation requires that in the exercise of planning functions within conservation 1.15
areas, ‘special attention should be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character or appearance of that area’.  

 Further information on the legislative requirements and local planning policy is set out 1.16
in Appendix B.  
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 Summary of Special Interest 2.

  Harle Syke developed in the late 19th century as an industrial mill village. Though it 2.1
expanded westwards to meet the growing suburbs of Burnley in the mid to late 20th century 
many of its key constituent components are retained, in varying states of intactness. The 
development of the settlement is inextricably linked to the history of textile manufacturing in 
Lancashire which formed a major component of the Industrial Revolution. Fundamentally that 
of the rise and fall of handloom weaving, as described in Section 3, and the consequential 
establishment of the joint stock enterprise model which gave rise to a number of notable 
local weaving businesses and brought a new era of prosperity to the area based on the 
power-loom. The special interest which justifies the designation Harle Syke as a conservation 
area and which defines its character is summarised as follows: 

• The village became prominent during the industrial revolution, growing from an area of 
scattered farms that survived on a dual economy of farming and textile (woollen) 
production that later diversified into hand-loom weaving and then into an important 
industrial factory weaving (cotton) settlement by the turn of the 20th century.  
 

• Buildings that relate to the pre-industrial origins and development of the settlement 
include the mid-18th century Jackwell House and Tattersall Barn; and Cop Row early 19th 
century terraces of handloom weavers cottages; and St James Church (1841) which was 
built to serve the hand-loom weaving settlements of Haggate, Cop Row and Lane Head. 

 
• The Conservation Area is centred on St. James Church and vicarage and mainly comprises 

a compact area of Victorian and Edwardian former mill workers terraced cottages set out 
in a grid iron pattern, aligned both east-west and north-south, together with a 
concentration of former cotton weaving mills that survive in various states of intactness 
many of which are listed or locally listed for their architectural and/or historic interest.  

 
• St. James Church built in c1840 of local sandstone and its vicarage c1856, are solid and 

dignified and with the Churches’ prominent graveyard provide a sense of continuity, 
repose and quality to the area. The church grounds and vicarage are fringed by mature 
deciduous trees and form an island site enclosed by terraces of mill workers cottages 
Church Street, Queen Street and Granville Street; and Harrison Street which is partly lined 
by the single storey high stone wall of the weaving shed to Queen Street Mill. The whole 
area forms a verdant ‘square’ centering on the church and vicarage.  

 
• The Conservation Area has a strong Victorian and Edwardian architectural and historic 

character with stone built buildings constructed primarily at the time of Burnley’s period 
of economic and demographic growth (1850-1915). The predominance of locally quarried 
sandstone together with simple and robust detailing to the built form combine to provide 
a great sense of visual harmony.  
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• Most of the terraces are built of buff sandstone and comprise both ‘street terraces’ built 
close to the back-of-pavement; and terraces with small front gardens with stone dwarf 
walls. Built at high densities with narrow plots set in a regular building line, their 
characteristic features include rhythmic door and window openings and chimney stacks 
providing strong vertical emphasis.  These two-storey terrace rows were built in a regular 
grid iron network of straight connected streets and their relatively uniform scale, simple 
building forms, repetition of openings and simple palette of materials impart a strong 
sense of place and is integral to the character of the conservation area. Former mill 
buildings provide a larger building footprint and bulk but not necessarily height, as their 
single storey weaving sheds occupy a significant proportion of the floor plate. 

 
• The concentration of mill buildings with all but one of the original six mill complexes 

survive in varying states of alteration. Including Queen Street Mill (c.1894), one of the 
town’s most notable buildings and one of only six Grade I listed buildings in the Borough. 
Queen Street Mill is regarded as the most complete 19th century textile weaving mill in 
the UK, most notably for its assemblage of working machinery, and is claimed to be the 
last surviving example of its type in the world. Harle Syke Mill (c.1856), the oldest, is the 
most altered with sections of its weaving shed having been removed however, it is very 
intact to its Burnley Road frontage. Despite the loss of parts of the mill complex, Harle 
Syke Mill is highly significant in that the building and the context in which it was emerged 
initiated the development of the industrial settlement and laid the foundations of the 
notable industrial community. 

 

• The Conservation Area contains three statutorily listed buildings, 30 locally listed buildings 
and many other buildings that contribute in a positive way to its overall character and 
appearance.  
 

    
 
Figure 1: Queen Street c. 1910 (courtesy of Briercliffe Society) 
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 Character Appraisal 3.

History 

 Harle Syke lies within the parish of Briercliffe, between the former handloom weaving 3.1
communities of Haggate to the east and Burnley Lane Head to the west (see Figure 3) , and 
was not a settlement until the late 19th century. Once free-standing, the village expanded to 
meet the growing suburbs of Burnley in the mid to late 20th century.   

 The origins of the name ‘Harle Syke’, first used for a farm nearby (later Spring House 3.2
Farm), are descriptive; ‘Harle’ is a person's name but also a middle English word for the fibre 
of the flax (this later explanation is favoured by local historians) while ‘sike’ or ‘syke’ is a local 
word meaning 'ditch' or ‘small stream’ and it is thought that this refers to the stream (now 
partially culverted) known locally as the Harle Syke which rises at the site of Spring House 
Farm (see Figure 3) and once crossed the site of the village feeding the mill pond at Harle Syke 
Mill. The name was chosen for the new village created to the south west of Harle Syke farm 
along Burnley Road in the 19th century. 

 The development of the settlement is inextricably linked to the history of textile 3.3
manufacturing in Lancashire (which formed a major component of the Industrial Revolution) 
fundamentally that of the rise and fall of handloom weaving. The area between Cop Row and 
Haggate, prior to the late 18th century, was essentially a community of scattered farms that 
survived on a dual economy of farming and textile production. Livestock were grazed on 
surrounding moorland and farmhouses, cottages and outbuildings were used for the spinning 
of yarn and the weaving of (woollen) cloth. The oldest surviving buildings from this period 
within what is now the Conservation Area are Jackwell House and Tattersall Barn (mid-18th 
century) which have both been absorbed into the later industrial village. 

 The introduction of factory based spinning in the late 18th century led to a huge 3.4
increase in cheap factory spun yarn and the mass production of cheap cotton materials. This 
resulted in the expansion of domestic handloom weaving and many rural communities 
increasingly became committed to handloom weaving with the textile industry dominating 
agriculture as the main source of income and employment. In the process the population 
increased rapidly and during the early 19th century terraces of handloom weaver’s cottages 
were built at Lane Head, Haggate and Cop Row to accommodate textile production. Cop Row 
consisted of three rows of about 40 early 19th century cottages that pre-date the later 
industrial village. Census Returns and Quaker Visitation Records confirm that these were 
‘handloom’ weaver’s cottages. Although the power loom had been invented in the 1780s, the 
Burnley area remained important for both worsted and cotton handloom weaving until the 
1840s. Therefore, cottages of this type, with upper floor loom-shops, were built up to about 
this time. It is to be noted that Cop Row was once a hamlet in its own right, being outside 
Briercliffe and detached from Burnley, though in 1888 Cop Row was included within the new 
county boundary of Burnley. 

 St James Church, which opened on the 18th July 1841, was built between 1839 and 3.5
1841 and believed to have been designed by Edmund Sharpe an important architect both 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Briercliffe
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locally and nationally. The church, which pre-dates the village of Harle Syke, was built to serve 
the hand-loom weaving settlements of Haggate, Cop Row and Lane Head though it was 
located in a remote position at some distance from the highway that served these 
settlements (see Figure 3).  

 The boom years in cotton weaving came in the early 1820s when harvests were good 3.6
and international trading conditions improved. This boom provided the capital that led to the 
investment in new “power looms” being installed in local spinning mills and by 1830 
handloom weaving, an economy that local people were still heavily reliant on, was in decline.   

 The period 1830-1850 was one of hardship and recession as handloom weavers were 3.7
out-competed by the power-loom. Some employment was to be found in the expanding 
quarries, but they could not supply all the jobs that were required. By the early 1850s a group 
of local poor wage-earning men and women funded the construction of the first mill in Harle 
Syke thus bringing about the changes that were necessary to ensure steady wages and 
employment and initiated the development of the industrial mill village of Harle Syke.  

 This is the context from which the settlement’s first cotton mill, Harle Syke Mill, 3.8
emerged (c.1856) through the Haggate Joint Stock Commercial Company, a collaborative 
venture set up under the terms of Sir Robert Peel’s Joint Stock Companies Act of 1844, 
formed by 64 shareholders predominantly local textile workers, quarrymen and farmers. The 
company acquired a piece of level ground at the foot of Haggate Hills and built a weaving 
shed with 300 power-looms and steam engine. The site was crossed by a small stream (Harle 
Sike) which provided water for the boilers and gave its name to the Mill and the settlement 
which was to follow. It is understood that the mill was in full production before the end of 
1857. The Joint Stock Company ceased trading as a manufacturer of cotton in 1865 and the 
business converted to letting room and power within the mill to partnerships of producers 
made up of its own members. This business model (small investors who were both weavers 
and shareholders) influenced the expansion of cotton industry within the settlement.  

 Harle Syke Mill (now Oxford Mill and just marked as Cotton Mill on the 1890 map), 3.9
was followed by Briercliffe Mill on the opposite side of the road in 1880. The Mill was built by 
The Briercliffe Mill Co Ltd, a room and power company, and originally tenanted by the 
Haggate Weaving Company, a joint stock enterprise of shareholding weavers. The final phase 
in the expansion of the cotton industry included Queen Street Mill (1894), Walshaw Mill 
(1905), Primrose Mill (1906) and King’s Mill (1912). These mills date from a period when 
cotton production in Lancashire was Britain's principal source of industrial wealth.  

 Harle Syke in its industrial heyday was home to eleven weaving firms operating from 3.10
six mills. Each mill had a large multi-storey building, an engine house, chimney, weaving shed 
and small reservoir (see figure 5). The only surviving mill pond is at Queen Street Mill and only 
two chimneys Kings Mill (full-height) and Queens Mills (truncated) remain.  

 Primrose Mill was destroyed by fire in 2005. A small part of the building at the western 3.11
end of the site remained in use by a window fitting firm until 2010 and permission to 
demolish this building was approved in 2011. The site was redeveloped with housing in 
2015/16. 
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 Queen Street Mill closed in 1982 and was converted to a textile museum preserving it 3.12
as a working mill including the preparation block, weaving shed, engine house, boiler house, 
mill chimney, former stables and mill lodge. Queen Street Mill is regarded as the most 
complete 19th century textile weaving mill in the UK and is claimed to be the last surviving 
example of its type in the world. The mill closed in September 2016, except for pre-booked 
visits, though the owners and volunteers continue their care and maintenance regime for the 
mill and its machinery. 

 The other mills remain in varying states of intactness. Walshaw Mill (1905) comprises 3.13
a stone-built weaving shed and engine house and Briercliffe Mill comprises a three-storey, 
stone-built preparation block fronting onto Burnley Road, the weaving sheds were replaced 
with modern units and the former lodge is a car park.  

 Haggate was the parish of Briercliffe’s main centre of population until the late 1850s 3.14
when the opening of Harle Syke Mill stimulated the growth of the new settlement of Harle 
Syke which grew to become the areas most populated centre though it is to be noted that 
whilst the village had a wide range of shops some important institutions that served the 
village - the Baptist chapel; Reading Room; Board School; and two public houses continued to 
be located in Haggate.  

 From the 1850s domestic architecture began to change with cottages being built 3.15
solely for domestic utility, reflecting the change of location of industry from home to mill as 
the industrial revolution progressed. It is thought that the initial workforce of Harke Syke Mill 
resided in existing dwellings within walking distance at Haggate, the Cop Row and Lane Head. 

The first purpose built mill workers cottages in the industrial village proper appeared in the 
mid to late 19th century along and close to the main road and Harle Syke Mill and Briercliffe 
Mills (See Figure 4), the earliest appear to be those at the eastern end of the Conservation 
Area around Jubilee Street. The oldest terraces (c.1860/70) are thought to be those at 
numbers 3-19 and 21-26 (South View) Burnley Road. These buildings, sited mid-way between 
the Harle Syke Mill and Haggate on land owned by Robert Townley Parker and being part of 
his Haggate House Farm, represent a stage of local house building between the earlier 
handloom weaver’s cottages (such as Cop Row) and the later Victorian and Edwardian houses 
of the village. Development then spread north and south of Burnley Road over the following 
decades. By 1930 the industrial village had reached its full extent and remained largely 
unchanged until the 1950’s when it first merged with the hamlet of Haggate and met with the 
expanding suburbs of Burnley from the 1960s onwards, first from the south side of the main 
Road and then to the north. A current Map can be seen at Appendix A. 

 As the village was built over a short period of time it is said that the terraced houses, 3.16
largely built to comply with the 1875 public Health Act and subsequent bye-laws, were 
spacious with parlours; running water; gas lighting and toilets. There were no slums and little 
over-crowding as experienced in neighbouring towns and villages at that time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Street_Mill
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Figure 2: Map – Hennet 1829 (Courtesy of Lancashire County Council). As can be seen from this Map, the settlement of Harle 
Syke did not exist at this time. Although not named, the Map shows buildings at the west end of Cop Row and further east 
and buildings in the vicinity of Jackwell House and Tatersall Bran 

 
Figure 3: Map of 1845 (Courtesy of Lancashire County Council). The cottages at Cop Row, Jackwell House, Tattersall Barn and 
St James Church can be seen on this Map. 
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Figure 4: OS Map of Burnley 1890s (Burnley Borough Council). The first workers cottages in the industrial village proper have 
appeared close to the main road together with Harle Syke (Cotton) Mill and Briercliffe Mill 

  
Figure 5: OS Map of Burnley 1930s (Burnley Borough Council). By 1930 the industrial village had reached its full extent and 
remained largely unchanged until the 1950s 

 

 



Harle Syke Conservation Area Appraisal – Published April 2018 

13 

Layout and Form 

 Harle Syke Conservation Area’s plan form is defined by a fairly rigid and grid iron 3.17
layout of mill workers houses, aligned both east-west and north-south, fronting onto enclosed 
streets interspersed with robust and imposing former mill complexes adding variety to the 
built form. Grid iron street layouts, where streets run at right angles to one another and are 
paired with a back alley (forming rectangular perimeter blocks) providing service and access, 
were typical of the late 19th century due to the simplicity of building high density dwellings 
(minimising building and land costs) quickly and close to the place of work. The 19th century 
industrial village absorbed the pre-existing Cop Row, Jackwell House and Tattersall Barn, 
Church and Vicarage. There are relatively few green/open spaces in the area, with the 
exception of the churchyard, as the industrial and domestic buildings were densely 
developed, making the most of the land available. This high density, fine-grained layout 
creates a distinctive built-environment character. 

 With the exception of Cop Row (see 3.24 below), the residential properties within the 3.18
Conservation Area are simple and generally standardised two-storey bye-law2 terraced 
property blocks built in short runs of terraces, sharing a common roof line, that typically range 
from 6-12 houses though there are longer rows of between 14-16 houses on Queen Street,  
Briercliffe Road, Church Street and Duke Street. The depth of the blocks typically range 
between 12-17 metres and are divided at 4-5 metres into individual narrow fronted 
properties. Streets are between 9 -12 metres wide and houses have continuous frontages and 
open either directly onto the front street with no front gardens (street terraces) or small front 
gardens (around 2 metres deep) with low stone boundary walls formerly topped with railings. 
Most of the properties have small back yards separated at the rear by communal alleyways. 
Residents of the time did not expect or demand private gardens. Car parking is predominately 
on street.  

   
Figure 6 – Street Terraces, Atkinson Street c.1890-1910 

  At first glance the houses read as uniform terraces but there are many small 3.19
variations in their appearance and detailing, which demonstrate that the land was developed 

                                                      
2 A term applied to terraced housing built to comply during the period 1875 to 1918. The Public Health Act of 
1875 required authorities to make bye-laws to control the quality of new housing. The Building Act of 1878 
provided more detail setting out standards for foundations, damp proof courses, thickness of walls, ceiling 
heights, space between dwellings, ventilation, size of windows, space around the house, drainage etc. 
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by different builders, at different phases, each having their own parcel of land. Many of the 
rows of terraces also have a larger end terrace. These larger properties were often occupied 
by more senior mill workers.  

 In the 1920s a small number of semi-detached houses with small front and back 3.20
gardens were built along Harrison Street (only one pair is included within the Conservation 
Area boundary). More recently in 2015/16 a new housing development has been completed 
on the site of Primrose Mill in more of a mews/estate style. 

 The churchyard of St James, a semi-public open space with a richness of mature trees 3.21
and shrubbery makes a notable contribution to the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area (see cover photo). Smaller incidental open spaces also occur where 
buildings have been removed eg at Duke Street and Townley/Granville Street. Private front 
gardens also make a colourful and cheerful contribution. 

     
Figure 7: Small open spaces and front gardens provide visual relief and greenery 

Architectural  Style and Detailing 

 The buildings within Harle Syke are of two main types. Firstly residential, 3.22
overwhelmingly terraced properties; and secondly the industrial mill complexes. Other 
buildings include the Church of St James; the public houses at Cop Row; and shops (originally 
built as houses) along Burnley Road. 

Residential  properties 

Form 

 The residential properties comprise mostly two storey terrace blocks that form strong 3.23
linear streets of relatively uniform and simple buildings constructed in a robust, functional 
style with traditional dual pitch non–hipped roofs.  

 The oldest cottages at Cop Row, probably date from around 1820 and built in phases, 3.24
include low two storey cottages in a vernacular style and some taller rather unusual two 
storey cottages, probably demonstrating a transition between the older lower height 
vernacular style and taller emerging Victorian style, but retaining the older window style and 
placement. The cottages open directly onto the pavement (with the exception of Nos 370-374 
Briercliffe Road) and are all flat fronted with later single storey 19th century rear extensions. 
Census Returns and Quaker Visitation Records confirm that these were handloom weaver’s 
cottages distinguished by their overall smaller scale and presence of two square windows 
providing light for the loom-shops which were usually at first floor level. 
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Figure 8: Early 19th century handloom weaver’s cottages at Cop Row (c. Google Street View) 

 The later 19th century Victorian street terraces are predominantly flat fronted. 3.25
However a number of the garden fronted terraces, for example numbers 25-63 Church Street, 
have canted single storey bay windows with hipped slate roofs. Some of the later Edwardian 
terraces have square bays under continuous canopy roofs, for example Numbers 25-63 
Church Street (see Figure 15). The street terraces were predominantly flat-backed but some 
have been extended into their rear yards. The garden terraces were constructed with rear 
single storey out-shuts with mono-pitch slate roofs most of which remain and are 
rendered/painted. 

 Ends of terraces mostly have gables to the street but some are ‘book ended’ with 3.26
larger gable fronted terraces that project slightly forward of those adjoining, such as at 
Vicarage Terrace on Church Street (c.1900), which are visually prominent adding interest to 
the streetscape. 

   
Figure 9: Left - Garden Terraces at Church Street with canted bay windows and gabled end terrace. Right - typical gable end 
treatment corner of Tennyson and Queen Street 

Materials  

 The materials used for the construction of the majority of buildings within the 3.27
Conservation Area are synonymous with the materials used for construction throughout 
Burnley during its 19th century period of expansion. The buildings are constructed of local 
sandstone largely with Welsh slate roofs. Sandstone is the predominant building material for 
general walling; architectural dressings such as window and door surrounds; quoins; coping 
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stones to gables and chimneystacks; and boundary walls. Stonework is fully coursed with a 
‘rock’ or ‘pitch’ face, or sometimes the surface is ‘tooled’ to front, side and rear elevations. 
Rendering or painting of front elevations and even chimney stacks is rare (reflecting the good 
quality of the stonework), though some rear elevations and many of the rear out-shuts have 
been rendered or painted.  

 Some of the stonework remains blackened by pollution whilst in other cases it has 3.28
been cleaned to its new pale yellow. Both are attractive. Mortars were traditionally lime 
based and brushed back to the face of the stone. Most walls have been repointed with hard 
cementitious pointing sometimes in an inappropriate ‘ribbon’ or ‘strap’ style. The 
proliferation of strap cement pointing is a regrettable feature detracting from the visual 
appearance of a building, but also causes damage to the stonework.  

  
Figure 10: Sandstone wall detail ‘rock or pitch faced’ (left) and ‘tooled’ sandstone with strap pointing (right) 

 The oldest cottages at Cop Row have stone slate roofs with stone ridge tiles (with later 3.29
Welsh slate to the rear extensions) as does Tattersall Barn and the barn at Jackwell House. 
The cottages in the industrial village almost all have Welsh slate roofs apart from one of the 
oldest terraces Numbers 3-19 Burnley Road (c.1860/70) which has a stone slate roof as does 
Brightville Terrace (1883). A small number have stone copings and some non-domestic 
buildings have ‘kneelers’. 

    
Figure 11: St James Church with stone copings and kneelers (left) and an un-hipped end terrace with copings (right) note the 
hipped end gable opposite at Queen Street in the background 

 Although generally unified by the use of local sandstone, there is a subtle variety in 3.30
the level of ornateness and style of the terraced properties through, for example their 
window design and changes in stone pattern and finish. These variations can be attributed to 
the date of construction; requirements of the builders; and masons’ style; and also reflect the 
transition from Victorian to Edwardian design and detailing.  
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 Sandstone is easily worked and so is often found dressed and in moulded details. All 3.31
windows and doors have full stone surrounds with varying types and sizes of openings 
depending on the age of the building. Window surrounds range from simple square cut to 
chamfered and moulded.  A large number of the larger, squarer ground floor windows had 
central stone mullions but many of these have been removed, particularly on the narrower 
street terraces - presumably to let in more light. Though traditionally window and door 
surrounds were exposed stone, a significant number are painted. 

 Many of the end gables have stone quoins.  3.32

   
Figure 12: Windows with chamfered and moulded surrounds with and without central mullions Duke Street (left).  Numbers 
3-19 Burnley Road with stone slate roofs and stone gutter (right). 

Roofs 

 Roofs are generally simple dual pitch without hips, although there are some hipped 3.33
end terraces (see figure 11). Chimneys stacks are medium size of stone construction with 
stone bands – some have lost their pots (there is evidence to suggest that each stack typically 
had 4 pots). Chimney stacks articulate rooflines and have a striking presence in the 
Conservation Area. There are a number of early 19th century terraces on Church Street and 
Queen Street that are 'handed´ (i.e. differentiated into right and left) with a shared chimney 
stack. 

 

   
Figure 13: Stone corbel brackets at Duke Street and ornate fascia boards at Talbot Street 

 Gables tend to be clipped (i.e. without barge boards) and eaves have little 3.34
overhand/projection. Gutters are overwhelmingly square moulded cast iron sitting on stone 



Harle Syke Conservation Area Appraisal – Published April 2018 

18 

carved brackets (corbels). There are also examples of carved timber fascias and the terrace at 
Numbers 3-19 Burnley Road has a stone gutter (see Figure 12). 

 The new development at Harrison Street, whilst generally successful, has failed to 3.35
respect this local eaves detailing and its roofs lack chimneys as did the 20th century 
development at New Taylor Fold. 

Windows and Doors  

 The oldest cottages at Cop Row each have a front door and single large ground floor 3.36
window with a horizontal emphasis. This would originally have had stone mullions to give a 
vertical emphasis to each part of the window (each ‘light’) which would have held multi-
paned sashes or casements. Each cottage then has two small square windows above, 
providing light to the loom-shop, which would probably have been 4 paned timber sashes. 
Almost all of the mullions have been lost which, particularly in respect of the ground floor 
windows, has had a significantly detrimental effect on their character and appearance. No 
original doors survive, these are likely to have been vertically boarded timber.  

   
Figure 14: Cottages at Cop Row where no original doors or windows survive (c Google Street View) 

3.37 The later (post-1860) Victorian and early Edwardian terraces have a narrower 
frontage, taller rooms and larger windows for improved lighting and ventilation. These 
terraces have taller front doors with fixed rectangular fanlights above with a single window 
offset to the side of the door, typically one on each floor, all vertically emphasised in the 
classical style. The earliest (1860/1870) mill-workers terraces are characterised by their 
equally sized vertical window openings defined by square cut blocks of stone to form lintels 
(some curved), jambs and sills, offset to the right of the door, one on each floor. Though 
openings generally follow a repeating rhythm along the terrace, one of the end terraces often 
had an opposing window arrangement. 
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Figure 15 – Numbers 3-19 (left) and 21-26 (right) Burnley Road. Note the stepped roofline at Numbers 3-19 and the sloping 
roofline at Numbers 21-26  

 A common characteristic of the post-1890 terraces are larger ground floor windows 3.37
with many divided by central mullions (to retain the required classical vertical emphasis) with 
varying degrees of ornateness. It is noted that the majority of central mullions have been 
removed. Traditionally window and door surrounds were exposed stone though a significant 
number are painted in a variation of colours, the most common being cream/off white. Upper 
floor windows are normally single lights (some having had their mullions removed) and are 
situated directly above the ground floor windows, though Numbers 102-110 Burnley Road 
and Numbers 35-45 Cross Street have two windows to the first floor. The lintels of the upper 
floor windows typically align with the top course of stone below the gutter/eaves, though 
Numbers 63-53 Church Street are staggered in height. 

   
Figure 16 - Numbers 63-53 Church Street (left) and Numbers 35-45 Cross Street (right) (c Google Street View) 

 Windows are generally offset to the right of the door, though it is noted that adjacent 3.38
terraces on the same streets have opposing windows, most likely designed to create balance 
in the streetscape. There are a number of early 19th century terraces on Briercliffe Road, 
Church Street and Queen Street which have mirrored openings to every pair. Where window 
surrounds are moulded or chamfered the design is replicated in the corresponding door 
surrounds. 

 Bay windows are less common. They are found on the larger post-1890 terraces on 3.39
Duke Street, Church Street and Queen Street and Burnley/Briercliffe Road. These properties 
have canted or square bay windows. On Queen Street there are square bay windows under a 
continuous canopy roof, a strong architectural feature which enhances the visual interest of 
the streetscape.  
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Figure 17: Canted bay windows at Duke Street and square bays with continuous canopy roofs at Queen Street 

 The most predominantly occurring window treatments in post 1860 residential 3.40
terraces can be summarised as follows: 

• Equally sized vertically proportioned windows offset from the door, one on each floor. 
Surrounds are plain or with varying degree of ornateness. Examples include Numbers 2-20 
Townley Street and Numbers 87-99 Burnley Road (Gladstone Terrace). 

• Larger (squarer) ground-floor windows, some divided by a central mullion. Surrounds are 
plain or with varying degrees of ornateness. Offset from the door, one on each floor, with 
a single opening of identical proportions or narrower. Examples include  Atkinson and 
Tennyson Streets with plain surrounds, ground floor windows formerly held a central 
mullion, narrower upper floor window; and  Numbers 37-55 Burnley Road (Bright Terrace 
1883) with curved lintels and chamfered details, ground and first floor windows (slightly 
narrower) formerly held a central mullion.  

• Ground floor bay windows, most commonly canted (flat fronted with angled sides divided 
into three vertical lights) but some are squared (some divided by a central mullion). Bays 
have either a small pitched slate roof or a continuous slate roofed canopy. Offset from the 
door with a single opening of slightly narrower proportions to the upper floor, some 
divided by a central mullion. Surrounds are plain or with varying degree of ornateness. 
Examples include Numbers 25-63 Church Street, canted bay with slate roof and a single 
upper floor window that sits directly above and formerly held a central mullion, window 
surrounds with chamfered details; and Numbers 24-54 Queen Street square bay under a 
continuous canopy, formerly held a central mullion, upper floor window sits above the 
bay and is much narrower, surrounds with chamfered details. 
 

 Few original window frames remain. Georgian windows would have been multi paned 3.41
sashes or casements and this style of glazing continued into the early Victorian era until larger 
planes of glass became cheaper and more widely available following the introduction of 
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cylinder plate glass3 and repeal of excise duty on glass in 1845. This Georgian style can be 
seen at the Vicarage although this was erected in c1850 in the Victorian Era. 

 In the Victorian 19th century properties window frames would have largely been 3.42
timber vertical sliding sashes, deeply recessed from the face of the window surrounds. The 
earlier terraces (1845-1890) had sash windows six panes (three over three) e.g. at Jubilee 
Terrace, or four panes (two over two) e.g. northern part of Queen Street. The late 19th 
century terraces (1890-1901) generally had two panes (single pane to each sash) e.g. 102-112 
Burnley Road. Horns would have been added to these sash windows to add strength to 
support the larger heavier panes of glass.  

 Some later Edwardian sashes and casements appeared in the early 20th century (1901 3.43
-1918). These were not normally split across the middle as with the Victorian and earlier 
Georgian style. The ground floor Edwardian windows often featured stained glass and many 
were leaded and a few of these survive or partly survive in their original form; whilst others 
have this detailing reflected in their replacements. Some can be still seen outside the 
Conservation Area. 

       
Figure 18: Edwardian window detailing at Tennyson Street and Briercliffe Road 

3.44 No original upper floor windows appear to have survived (one survives at the rear of 
Parker Street just outside the Conservation Area) and this is unusual suggesting they may not 
have been as good a quality as mid to late Victorian sash windows. Few replacements have 
sought to copy or imitate the traditional sash windows and styling is generally poor and 
inconsistent and this considerably diminishes the character and appearance of the properties 
and the Conservation Area as a whole. 

                                                      
3 Handmade cylinder plate glass was invented in the 1830s but only became widespread in the 1850s-80s. You 
can tell handmade  glass if you look closely – older crown glass will tend have a slight circular ripple and cylinder 
glass a straighter ripple effect 
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Figure 19: Edwardian window detailing at Townley Street, (with possible original door) and Harrison Street (latter outside the 
Conservation Area)  

 Few original doors survive. Mid Victorian doors would often have been four panelled 3.44
with heavy mouldings and the later Victorian and Edwardian doors often more ornate four or 
six panelled (reverting to an earlier Georgian Style) and sometimes part-glazed. There are a 
number of examples of six panelled doors and that at Townley Street (figure 18) may be an 
original. There is also a very attractive ornate late Victorian/Edwardian door at Briercliffe 
Road (figure 20). Most doors are now uPVC and styling is generally poor and inconsistent, 
with some exceptions.  

     
Figure 20: Typical Georgian Door at St James Vicarage, Victorian door at Queen Street Mill (note the heavy moldings) and a 
striking ornate late Victorian/Edwardian door at Briercliffe Road 

Industrial  Buildings 

 All but one of the original six mill complexes survive, in varying states of alteration, 3.45
with some having been adapted for modern industrial uses whilst largely retaining their 
historic industrial character. Harle Syke Mill (c.1856), the oldest, is the most altered with 
sections of its weaving shed having been removed however, it is very intact to its Burnley 
Road frontage. Despite the loss of parts of the mill complex, Harle Syke Mill is considered to 
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be of historically significant, its value being derived largely from the circumstances that led to 
its foundation; the great Burnley cotton firms that had their origins in the building; and the 
impetus it gave to the development and growth of the settlement.4 Queen Street Mill is a 
remarkably intact example of a late 19th century Lancashire weaving mill complete with 
machinery. King’s Mill is the last mill to be built in Harle Syke and is the most intact of the 
settlement’s mills in structural terms though, unlike Queen Street Mill, it does not retain any 
of its original machinery. Briercliffe and Walshaw Mills survive in varying states of intactness 
and Primrose Mill was destroyed by fire in 2005 and the site was redeveloped for housing in 
2016/17. 

 Each mill complex comprised a large multi-storey building which contained the 3.46
warehouse, offices and ancillary manufacturing process; an engine house with its tall 
windows and pitched roof; chimney; and weaving shed characterised by its long single-
storeyed outer wall. Adjacent to the mill was the mill lodge (small reservoir) providing the 
water supply for the mill. The only surviving reservoir is at Queen Street Mill with most having 
been converted to parking and service areas; and only Queen Street Mill and Kings Mill retain 
their mill chimneys.  

 
Figure 21: The Grade I listed Queen Street Mill (eastern elevation to Queen Street) 

 The large multi storey mill buildings generally survive, and, despite some modern 3.47
alterations and insertions of openings, retain a robust but elegant simplicity with pitched slate 
roofs and classical details. The roofs are surfaced with Welsh slates and gutters are generally 
of stone with cast iron water pipes.  Tall, narrow, rectangular engine and boiler houses are of 
local stone, with pitched, slated roofs and coped gables or cast iron water tanks on top.  
These buildings often have tall, arch headed windows.  

                                                      
4 For details see Roger Frost, “A Lancashire Township: The History of Briercliffe-with-Extwistle”, 1982; and 
Duncan Bythell and Roger Frost, “A Lancashire Weaving Company and its Community: Harle Syke Mill, 1856-
1970”, Briercliffe Society, 2009 
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 The weaving sheds are distinctive buildings being large format single or low storey 3.48
with multi pitched (saw-toothed) roofs with north/northeast facing lights. The sheds remain a 
dominant presence in the streetscape due to their bulk, notably their solid windowless 
masonry walls, usually of very large stones. The weaving sheds roofs are generally hidden 
behind their external blank walls, pierced, in the case of Harrison Street by series of ornate 
valley gutters. Visual interest is created by vertical elements such the multi-storey 
warehouses and engine houses; and the chimneys add to the pleasing contrast in volume.  

 The surviving mill chimneys are round tall tapering and built of red clay brick. They are 3.49
a prominent and defining feature of the area when viewed from a distance and are important 
landmarks which are an essential to the industrial character of the settlement.  

 Most mill buildings have minimal ornamentation, being constructed in the confident 3.50
functional traditions of the 19th century. Stonework is generally rock faced locally quarried 
sandstone that is fully coursed and typically of a large rectangular module size laid with tight 
joints and courses which are often as large as 30cm, which gives mill buildings a solid and 
dignified appearance firmly rooting them in the streetscape. Buildings sit hard against the 
street/roadside, of particular note are the multi-storey buildings of Harle Syke and Briercliffe 
Mills which form a highly enclosed corridor along Burnley Road.  

 

  
Figure 22: Oxford Mill (Harle Syke Mill) 

   
Figure 23: Left - Mill pond at Queen Street Mill and right - its Weaving Sheds Valley gutter outlet to Harrison Street 
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 Window openings are rectangular with strong vertical emphasis and would most likely 3.51
have held metal or timber framed hopper or multi-paned casement style frames. There are 
some large feature windows such as the arched headed window to the engine house at 
Queen Street Mill. The windows have simple dressed stone heads and cills to their openings, 
rather than full stone surrounds found on residential buildings, and architectural 
embellishments can be found in the detailing of the eaves and in stone banding (string 
course) at window head or cill level such as at King Street Mill.  

 The roof lights at the weaving sheds were metal or timber framed, with slate and glass 3.52
coverings, though not visible from street level they have a striking presence when viewed 
from above (see aerial view at figure 35). 

 
Figure 24: Stone detailing at King Street Mill showing stone string course at window head level and dentilled cornice at the 
eaves 

Shops 

 Whilst the majority of the buildings in the Conservation Area were in residential or 3.53
textile manufacturing uses a number of late 19th century terraced blocks on Burnley Road 
(most notably numbers 103-113; 120-128; 130-142), built originally as housing, were 
converted into shops to meet the local demand for goods and services. 

 Many of the local shops are in the form of terraced houses with a display window at 3.54
ground floor level, either flush with or projecting from the building plane. There is also a 
purpose built 20th century parade on the site of a former saw mill. Few of the original timber 
shopfronts survive intact but old photographs show these to have been elegant traditional 
pilastered shopfronts. Parts of these remain, but most of the display windows have been 
replaced with uPVC inserts that are of poor quality design. A number of original shops have 
now been converted to houses with varying degrees of success in terms of their quality and 
detailing. Cumulatively this has disrupted the rhythm of the terraced rows and has seen the 
loss of significant original architectural detail from the area.  
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Figure 25: A typical arrangement of a traditional shopfront and right – 128 Burnley Rd (image courtesy of Briercliffe Society) 

  
Figure 26: Burnley Road shopfronts, much altered, but some original details are visible (image courtesy of Briercliffe Society) 

Public Realm  

 Historically the streets and pavements, where formally surfaced, would have been laid 3.55
with stone sets and stone paving flags, stone kerbs and gutters.  Now areas of original 
surfacing materials are extremely limited, the roads and pavements throughout the 
Conservation Area being mainly surfaced in modern materials, asphalt for the carriageways 
and asphalt or concrete flags for pavements, which in many places detracts from the 
character and appearance of the Conservation Area. Pavements would have been stone 
flagged as can still be seen at Granville Street.  

 The original granite stone setted roadway surface can still be seen at Cross Street and 3.56
peeping through the asphalt at Townley Street and the stone gutter detail at Tennyson Street. 
At Queen Street modern concrete paving blocks laid herringbone fashion fail to successfully 
replicate this traditional detailing. 

 The alleyways giving rear access to the terraces are generally in good condition and 3.57
whilst some have been partly asphalted over, many retain the original surface detailing of 
sandstone setts and stone slabs kerbs and gutters with cast iron grids. 
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Figure 27: Stone setts at Townley Street and stone gutters at Tennyson Street. 

    
Figure 28: Stone flags at Granville Street and stone alleyway surfacing and railings at Burnley Road/King Street  

 Original street furniture has generally disappeared. Most street lights are modern tall 3.58
steel and utilitarian; road signs are mounted on modern concrete posts. The Doctor Muir 
Drinking Fountain, situated adjacent the gable of Number 3 Burnley Road at the entrance to 
the Memorial Bowling Green, is an historic element within the public realm and local 
landmark. Its interest is detailed in paragraph 3.87. 

      
Figure 29: Original and modern street furniture and signage 

 A significant amount of terraced houses within the conservation area have small 3.59
garden forecourts with low boundary walls constructed from coursed sandstone blocks 
topped by simple plain or chamfered copings which were traditionally finished railings. The 
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railings would have been cast or wrought iron (for detailing/tracery) with either the vertical 
rails or the uprights for each section leaded directly into the stone copings (the original holes 
for the uprights can still be seen). Whilst the original railings and gates have disappeared 
there are some good examples of traditional style replacements. 

 
Figure 30: Attractive replacement railings to Burnley Road 

Open/Green Space 

 The industrial nature of the settlement, its dense and compact nature, means that 3.60
there is little open/green space. There are incidental greenspaces at Duke Street and 
Townley/Granville Street, which comprise grass and trees, providing a pleasant green area 
and softening the streetscape. Private front gardens also make a colourful and cheerful 
contribution. 

 The churchyard of Saint James, a semi-public open space with a richness of mature 3.61
trees and shrubbery, forms a highly distinctive space within the streetscape with the church 
at the centre and the focus for all views. The churchyard provides a visual break between the 
tight-grain of the streets and a pleasant setting for the buildings that front onto it. The 
churchyard is predominantly grass with monuments that range from the elaborate memorials 
to simple headstones, some of which hold significant interest historically and aesthetically. 
The path to the church door and around the perimeter of the building is traditionally paved 
with slabs of stone. The churchyard is surrounded and enclosed by mature trees, planted at 
regular intervals around the perimeter to provide shelter and seclusion, contribute positively 
to the setting of the Church and soften the surrounding streetscape. The churchyard is 
bounded on all sides by a low, randomly coursed, stone boundary wall which visually contains 
the space which is framed to the north by the properties on Church Street. 

Heritage Assets of individual Merit 

 There are four statutorily listed buildings5 within the Conservation Area:   3.62

• The Grade I listed Queen Street Mill 
• The Grade II listed King’s Mill 

                                                      
5 These are ‘Designated Heritage Assets’ on the National Heritage List for England and their entries can be 
viewed at https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/ 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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• The Grade II listed St James’ Church 
• The Grade II listed Tatersall Barn 

 A number of other buildings/structures are ‘locally listed’6 (non-statutory) and include 3.63
Tattersall Barn Farmhouse; St James Vicarage; Cop Row (Numbers 374-448 Briercliffe Road); 
Dr Muir Drinking Fountain; Jackwell House and Barn; and the 1889 Burnley boundary stone at 
Burney Road. These buildings are highlighted on the townscape appraisal map and described 
below.  

Queen Street Mill  

 Queen Street Mill is of exceptional interest, it is the only Grade I listed industrial 3.64
building in the borough and one of only five Grade I listed buildings in total. The Grade I listing 
reflects the almost complete intactness of the mill from the day it was first constructed. 
Queen Street Mill, built during 1894-5 by the Queen Street Manufacturing Company, is 
claimed to be the last surviving working C19 steam-powered textile weaving mill in the world 
and considered to be the most complete textile weaving mill in the United Kingdom. Its 
assemblage of working machinery including steam engine, boiler, economiser, line and cross 
shafts, looms and other assorted machinery is unsurpassed in any other British textile 
weaving mill. It epitomises the high point of the Lancashire textile weaving industry when 
cotton production was Britain's principal source of industrial wealth.  

 The mill comprised a three-storey block plus an attic, engine house, boiler house, and 3.65
a single-storey weaving shed that housed single-shuttle Lancashire looms. Within the multi-
storey block the ground floor was the weft department, the first floor used for office and 
warehouse space, the second floor housed the winding and beaming machinery, and the third 
floor was the preparation department for tape sizing. The complex is approximately square in 
plan.  

 In the early 20th century the weaving shed was doubled in size. A serious fire at the 3.66
mill in 1918 resulted in the reduction in height of the multi-storey block and it was 
remodelled as a single-storey shed retaining a two-storey fenestration with saw-toothed 
roofs.  

 The complex is built predominantly using ‘rock-faced’ sandstone with dressed stone 3.67
detailing. Red brick is used for the chimney and one of the two stables. Roofs are of slate with 
north-light slate and glass roofs. Both the preparation block and the projecting building have 
dentilled eaves detailing. The mill chimney is circular and of red brick reinforced with metal 
strapping. It has had the top 7m rebuilt and bears the words 'QUEEN STREET MILL' on its 
upper half. The north elevation comprises the plain north wall of the weaving shed fitted with 
iron downspouts which perform the same function as those on the shed's south wall. A stone-

                                                      
6 These are ‘Non-Designated Heritage Assets’ of local architectural or historic importance but do not meet the 
criteria for being nationally listed. The Council maintains the local list and it can be viewed at 
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Burnley%27s%20Locally%20Listed%20Buildings%2C%20Unsched
uled%20Ancient%20Monuments%20and%20Gardens%20of%20Historic%20Interest%20-
%20Updated%202001.pdf 
 

http://www.burnley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Burnley%27s%20Locally%20Listed%20Buildings%2C%20Unscheduled%20Ancient%20Monuments%20and%20Gardens%20of%20Historic%20Interest%20-%20Updated%202001.pdf
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Burnley%27s%20Locally%20Listed%20Buildings%2C%20Unscheduled%20Ancient%20Monuments%20and%20Gardens%20of%20Historic%20Interest%20-%20Updated%202001.pdf
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Burnley%27s%20Locally%20Listed%20Buildings%2C%20Unscheduled%20Ancient%20Monuments%20and%20Gardens%20of%20Historic%20Interest%20-%20Updated%202001.pdf
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lined mill lodge or reservoir fills the south west part of the mill site. A low stone boundary 
wall topped by triangular-shaped coping stones runs north from the stable along Queen 
Street for a short distance. It also runs west and forms the entire southern boundary of the 
mill site and part of the western boundary of the site.7  

 
Figure 31: The Grade I listed Queen Street Mill Complex 

King’s Mill   

 King’s Mill dates from of 1912, with 20th and 21st century alterations and was the last 3.68
mill to be built in Harle Syke. It is listed as one of the most technologically advanced purpose-
built weaving mills to have been erected in Lancashire in the structural design of the north-
light weaving shed and in the power transmission arrangement. It shares identical external 
architectural detailing as the adjacent Queen Street Mill and the strong visual relationship 
between King’s Mill and Queen Street Mill, facing each other across Queen Street, adds to the 
special interest of both mills. 

 The mill was constructed in a single phase. The only notable addition is the insertion of 3.69
an electricity sub-station into the southern part of the boiler house, and although this is 
undated, it probably happened concurrently with, or shortly after the introduction of an 
electricity supply to the neighbouring Queen Street Mill in 1947. Following closure the mill 
has been subject to some modifications with some application of modern finishes, removal of 
columns, replacement of roof windows and addition of various openings and extensions. 
Despite these modifications the mill retains much of its original layout and fabric. 

 The mill is constructed of buff sandstone and red brick, laid in a hard cementitious 3.70
grey mortar, with slate and glazed roof. It comprises a large, single-storey rectangular 
structure incorporating a compact and very efficient arrangement of weaving shed; 

                                                      
7 Description extracted from list descriptions - Historic England/DCMS 
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showroom; offices; loading bay; warehouse and power block; and original full height chimney 
(sited within the exterior walls) and water tank.  

 The primary elevation faces West onto Queen Street. It has 16 bays in total, 3.71
comprising, in the northern 14 bays, a showroom, preparation block and warehouse to the 
weaving shed, and to the south the power-plant of engine and boiler houses. The warehouse 
block is of regularly-coursed and rock-faced stone with ashlar dressings comprising a dentil 
parapet cornice and string courses at window-lintel, sill and plinth levels. Windows are timber 
casements, probably replacements. 

 The southern end of the building comprises engine and boiler houses, each with a 3.72
gabled roof, that to the southern boiler house being slightly lower, and each with coped 
parapets with kneelers.  

 The south elevation is constructed of dark red engineering brick, laid in uninterrupted 3.73
stretcher coursing. To the right the formerly largely blind wall of the weaving shed has had 
several openings and a brick terrace added, but the vents and octagonal cast-iron rainwater 
hoppers in each bay largely survive. 

 The east elevation is largely blank in similar brickwork to the south. The north 3.74
elevation is constructed of watershot sandstone, with three doorways and 19 square high-
level vents, some blocked but many retaining their wooden shutters, with stone sills and 
lintels. The roof is concealed by a parapet, but of ‘north-light’ construction, although 
orientated more to the east than the north; the power-plant has slate pitched roofs. The 
circular chimney tapers gradually to a collar at approximately 15m and then rises vertically to 
the oversailing crown, with a total height of approximately 21m. It is constructed of curved 
red brick laid in three-stretcher English Garden Wall bond, with approximately 16 steel straps 
at regular intervals. 

 While many of the roof windows have also been replaced with larger three-light units; 3.75
the northern one retains its cast-iron steps beneath a later timber replacement.8   

St James’ Church 

 Occupying a central location within the Conservation Area St James’ Church pre-dates 3.76
the village of Harle Syke (c.1840) and is thought to have been designed by the Lancaster 
architect Edmund Sharpe with later additions. The church is constructed of squared 
sandstone under a stone slate roof, its design being reflective of early English style with a 
simple plan form of Nave, Chancel and Tower, but internally an open single chamber.  

 It has a three-span steeply pitched roof (belying single vessel interior) with pilaster 3.77
buttresses and generally  tall coupled lancet windows and octagonal drum and belfry with a 
lancet in each side, and short octagonal spire. The church is an unusually unaltered example 
of early C19 church. 

 St James Church and its churchyard make an invaluable contribution to the 3.78
Conservation Area and provide a visual break between high density residential dwellings to 

                                                      
8 Description extracted from list descriptions - Historic England/DCMS 



Harle Syke Conservation Area Appraisal – Published April 2018 

32 

the north and the industrial buildings immediately to the south. The open space of the 
churchyard provides the only meaningful green open space in the otherwise high density built 
form of the Conservation Area. 

   
Figure 32: St James’ Church and Churchyard 

Tattersall  Barn Farmhouse and attached barn 

 This two storey farmhouse with attached barn, now a house, dates from the mid to 3.79
late 18th century and is a reminder that the area of Harle Syke was once an agricultural area 
prior to the arrival of the industrial revolution and the development of the industrial village.  

 It is constructed of part-watershot9 coursed sandstone rubble with quoins under a 3.80
stone slate roof (now with no chimney). The former farmhouse is two bays wide with the 
former barn of 3 bays continued to right. It is of two storeys in height; with two 2-light flush 
mullion windows on each floor, and the former wagon entrance to the barn is now a garage 
door. It has two modern stone porch extensions to the front elevation and has lost its original 
windows and doors, having modern uPVC casement windows that are of poor quality design 
and detailing, but is otherwise relatively intact externally. 

 
Figure 33: Front Elevation of Tattersall Barn Farmhouse and attached barn 

                                                      
9 Watershot coursing – Common in pre-1840 vernacular buildings, the outer face of each course is tilted at a 
slight angle to the vertical so that the upper edge projects beyond the lower edge. 
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Jackwell  House 

 Another reminder of Harle Syke’s agricultural past is the locally listed Jackwell House 3.81
which also dates from the mid-18th century. It is a sandstone built former farmhouse (left 
hand side in photo) attached Lancashire barn with a stone slate roof. It is now two houses 
Jackwell house and the Olde Corn Mill (the former Barn). The building makes a positive 
contribution to the character of the Conservation Area, particularly the rear elevation facing 
Tennyson Street (its front elevation is somewhat hidden). The building no longer has its 
original windows but retains most of its stone surrounds with reasonably well-styled 
replacement windows and is otherwise relative intact externally.  

 

Figure 34: Rear view of Jackwell House. Tennyson Street, Notice the long staircase window on the rear elevation. 

St James’ Vicarage 

 St James’ Vicarage adjacent to the church is locally listed and adds considerably to the 3.82
overall setting of both St James’ Church and the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area. Set within the tree fringed island of St James’ Church grounds; St James’ 
Vicarage is a large sandstone two storey property dating from approximately 1847 with a 
Georgian style of detailing. It is in good condition, well maintained and exhibits attractive 
original detailing such as classic multi-paned Georgian style timber sash windows of 12, 16 
and 20 panes with tripartite sashes to its Harrison Street frontage. The stonework is fully 
coursed squared and has lime mortar pointing. It has a partly graduated slate roof with stone 
copings and kneelers, stone string courses to first floor cill level and an ashlar stone plinth. It 
is surrounded by low rubble stone walls with some modern timber fencing to Harrison Street 
and higher stone wall to Church Street, each with rounded coping stones. 
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Figure 35: St James’ Vicarage and Dr Muir memorial drinking fountain 

Dr Muir Drinking Fountain 

 This drinking fountain at Briercliffe Road to the far east of the Conservation Area is a 3.83
memorial to commemorate Dr William Muir, village GP and first chairman of the Parish 
school, who resided at Number 3 Burnley Road adjacent. A local landmark, the fountain is 
constructed of pink granite with a bronze lion head to spout water. The fountain dates from 
1905 and is a locally listed structure. Its pavement setting is poor. 

Boundary Stone at Briercliffe Road 

 A boundary stone at the meeting of Burnley Road and Briercliffe Road, between The 3.84
Commercial Inn and No. 139 Burnley Road, is also locally listed. The boundary stone was 
placed at this location in 1889 to mark the boundary of the new County Borough of Burnley.  
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Views and Setting 

 The key views, setting and sight lines within the Conservation Area are broadly 3.85
dictated by the grid iron layout. Many streets terminate in cross streets, whilst others which 
run north/south, the main Burnley Road and area around St James’s church and Queen Street 
Mill provide glimpses of or views to the Pennines to the south and west. 

    
Figure 36: Views. Atkinson Street looking east, Granville Street looking south and the churchyard looking south 

 Key views into the Conservation Area (its setting) include the approaches along 3.86
Burnley Road particularly dropping down the hill from the north east. Distant views of the mill 
chimneys can be seen from Todmorden Road (Haggate) to the south east. Views across the 
Conservation Area can be obtained from the streets to the north which sit at a higher 
elevation. 

 Queen Street Mill itself lies on the southern edge of the village with one aspect facing 3.87
across open countryside where there are a number of public rights of way that sit generally 
below the Conservation Area.  

 The plan at Appendix A highlights some of the key views within and to the 3.88
Conservation Area. 

 
Figure 37: Aerial view looking south east (Google Earth) 
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Conclusion 

 The Conservation Area has a strong Victorian and Edwardian architectural and historic 3.89
character with stone built buildings constructed primarily at the time of Burnley’s period of 
economic and demographic growth (1850-1915). The predominance of locally quarried 
sandstone together with simple and robust detailing to the built form combine to provide a 
great sense of visual harmony. The area is characterised by a mixture of building types which 
predominantly front the pavement providing a strong building line which is a key feature of 
the townscape.  

 The overall townscape remains very strong, derived from the largely unaltered mix 3.90
and layout of terraced houses, mill complexes and the verdant island comprising St James’ 
churchyard and vicarage.  

 Whilst many of the architectural features of individual buildings, particularly window 3.91
and doors have been lost/eroded and many stone mullions lost; the predominance of locally 
quarried sandstone external walls, stone and slate roofs and building forms remain virtually 
unaltered.  

 These two factors combine to give the area a strong character and appearance and it 3.92
is considered that the area’s continued designation as a Conservation Area is justified. 

 

 Key Issues & Opportunities 4.

 It is good practice when undertaking a conservation area appraisal to identify the key 4.1
issues and opportunities for development or areas suited to general improvement that would 
enhance the area. Opportunities for enhancement of the character and appearance of the 
conservation area should be aimed at reinforcing those qualities and characteristics that 
provide the special interest. 

 Throughout the Conservation Area, many properties have had their windows replaced 4.2
using permitted development rights and these have changed in material from traditional 
timber to uPVC and in style from to sashes to modern tilt and turn casements and mock 
sashes. Many central stone mullions have also been removed. This has resulted in a loss of 
architectural character, elegance and consistency.  Within the Area as a whole and within the 
individual terraces, window styles vary considerably and most are at odds with the style of 
the buildings in which they sit. This is unlikely to be reserved and given the extent of loss, an 
Article 4 Direction to restrict permitted development rights would be unjustified. However, 
with an increased availability of design guidance it would still be possible over time to 
improve at least the styling of windows which could (re)enhance the Area’s character and 
appearance. 

 Stone walls would have been pointed with a lime mortar mix, brushed back from the 4.3
surface of the stone, but little evidence of lime pointing remains and has been replaced with 
cement ‘strap’ pointing – this type of pointing changes the character of the stone and can 
accelerate stone decay although evidence of this is not widespread. 
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 Whilst many of the rear alleyways or ginnels retain their traditional and attractive 4.4
stone sett surface and detailing. In some cases, the traditional materials have been removed 
to be replaced with asphalt surface. Opportunities to repair, restore or reveal the original 
stone setted and channelled surfaces should be taken wherever possible. 

 Most roads are asphalt and this is also now unlikely to be reversed.  There are some 4.5
areas where concrete brick pattern paviours have been used unsuccessfully to imitate the 
original setts; opportunities to restore or reveal the original stone setted surface should be 
taken wherever possible. 

 Most pavements are now also asphalt. It would be possible to restore more of the 4.6
stone flagged pavements and stone kerbs over time. 

 Boundary walls and trees are important to the character and appearance of the area, 4.7
and any proposals to remove or alter them need to be given careful consideration. Any 
repairs or maintenance to stone boundary walls should also be undertaken with care. 
Similarly, the remaining areas of original stone paving might be susceptible to alteration. 

 Existing open/green spaces that are important to the character and appearance of the 4.8
Conservation Area provide an opportunity for enhancement including planting of native trees, 
shrubs and plant species. A number of the Conservation Area’s smaller open spaces could 
benefit for enhancement including the garage site at Townley/Granville Street. The setting or 
Dr Muirs drinking fountain could be enhanced with more traditional materials.  

 The appearance of the shops on Burnley Road are a key issue which significantly 4.9
detracts from the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. The replacement of 
shopfronts and the windows of flats above requires planning permission and their poor state 
can be seen as a failure of the designation. This could be reversed over time. The Council is 
proposing a Shopfront and Advertisement Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) which should provide additional and strengthened policy guidance to support this. 

 Whilst house extensions are not a major concern within the Conservation Area, 4.10
general design guidance for small improvements such as porches, replacement windows and 
roof coverings, stone pointing and renewal of water goods, could be developed to advise 
householders to ensure that any small improvement works contribute to safekeeping the 
character of the Conservation Area. 

 One of the Conservation Area’s mills has been lost and it is vital that the remaining 4.11
five mill complexes are retained as these are essential to its character and appearance.  
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 Conservation Area Boundary and Review 5.

 The Harle Syke Conservation Area was first designated in 1977 and its boundary has 5.1
not been reviewed. As part of the appraisal process it is appropriate to review the existing 
boundary to see if it is drawn too tightly or too generously. If the former, it may omit key 
areas of townscape, architecturally interesting buildings or an area essential to the historical 
development that is now considered of special interest. If the latter, it might be as a result of 
decline and/or unsympathetic development in the intervening years. 

 The Conservation Area boundary takes in the traditional cottages at Cop Row and the 5.2
public house, before rising in a north-westerly direction along Briercliffe Road and Burnley 
Road toward Haggate; the boundary encloses much of the roadside development. The 
boundary then heads east in a large rectangular shape with a zig-zag boundary taking in the 
streets of Jubilee, Duke, Queen and Townley Street and the Queen Street and Kings Mill 
complexes.  

 There are some terraced streets to its north that are of a similar period to many in the 5.3
Conservation Area and a small number of houses to Harrison Street that could have been 
included, but their situation has not changed since designation. 

 The new housing development on the site of Primrose Mill is within the current 5.4
boundary but given its prominence, generally good quality and the site’s historical association 
with the Conservation Area, there is a case for it to remain within the Conservation Area 
boundary. 

 In conclusion, this appraisal does not identify any required changes to the existing 5.5
Conservation Area boundary. 
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Appendix B: Legislative and Policy Context 

Legislation  

 The designation of Conservation Areas and the legal duties towards their care falls under 5.6
the provision of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Section 69 of 
the Act provides local authorities with the power to designate Conservation Areas. These are 
defined as “areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.” 

 Designation as a Conservation Area has a number of implications. Most importantly, the 5.7
Council is required to give special attention to preserving and enhancing the Conservation Area in 
exercising its planning functions. The duty in law under Section 72 of the Act states that “special 
attention should be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of that area.” Also, planning consent must be gained for certain types of 
development which are elsewhere classified as permitted development, such as various types of 
cladding, dormer windows, satellite dishes and radio masts/antennae. Consent is required for the 
demolition of buildings within Conservation Areas. Designation also brings controls over works to 
trees. 

 The protection of an area does not end with conservation area designation. Section 71 of 5.8
the 1990 Act places duty on Local Planning Authorities, once Conservation Areas have been 
identified, from time to time to formulate and publish proposals for their preservation and 
enhancement. These are generally known as ‘management plans’. 

National Policy & Guidance 

 Designated conservation areas are given national policy protection through the National 5.9
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which identifies as a type of ‘Designated Heritage 
Asset’. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework  

 A core principle of the NPPF is that planning should “… conserve heritage assets in a 5.10
manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the 
quality of life of this and future generations”.  

 National guidance on the application of national policy is set out in the Government’s 5.11
online planning policy practice guidance. https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-
practice-guidance Historic England, the government’s adviser on heritage matters has also 
produced non-statutory guidance on conservation area appraisal and management and a wealth 
of other guidance relevant to conservation areas. 

 Conservation area appraisals are not a legal requirement but are an important tool in 5.12
helping assess and articulate their significance consistent with national policy. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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Local Planning Policy 

 The saved Burnley Local Plan of 2016 sets out  the built heritage policies for the borough, 5.13
specifically policies E12, E13, E14. See http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-
policies/burnleys-adopted-local-plan-2006  

 A new local plan is being prepared to replace the saved Local Plan and this has now 5.14
reached an advanced stage in the process. 

 The emerging local plan highlights the contribution that heritage assets can make towards 5.15
the delivery of wider social, cultural, economic and environmental objectives and seeks to ensure 
that the historic environment and heritage assets are conserved in line with their interest and 
significance (Policies HE1 to HE4).  

 It is anticipated that the new Local Plan will be adopted in 2018. 5.16
See http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policies/burnleys-emerging-local-
plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policies/burnleys-adopted-local-plan-2006
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policies/burnleys-adopted-local-plan-2006
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policies/burnleys-emerging-local-plan
http://www.burnley.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policies/burnleys-emerging-local-plan
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Appendix C: Summary Historic Environment Record 

PRN Name Summary 

PRN10277 Walshaw Mill 
Cotton weaving mill, built in 1905 and closed in the early 
1970s; buildings still extant. 

PRN10282 Primrose Mill 

Cotton weaving mill built in 1905-6, production ceased in 
1976 and the mill used for other purposes.  Demolished 
after a fire in 2005. 

PRN10283 Harle Syke Mill (Oxford Mill) 
Cotton weaving shed built in 1855-6, closed in 1970; some 
buildings survive 

PRN10817 Tattersall Barn and Farmhouse 

Farmhouse with attached barn, now house. Probably mid-
C18; altered.  Shown on current OS mapping (2009) as 
Oaklands Nursing Home.  The original buildings have been 
extended 

PRN11183 Queen Street Mill 

Cotton weaving mill built in 1894; production ceased in 1982 
but the mill is now the Museum of the Lancashire Textiles 
Industry with a working steam engine and some operational 
looms.   

PRN19308 Vicarage, Church Street 

Vicarage to adjacent church of St James; a locally listed 
building.  Shown on OS 1893 1:2,500 mapping but not the 
earlier 1:10,560 sheet. 

PRN19309 Jackwell House, Tennyson Street 
House and attached barn shown on OS 1848 1:10,560 map, 
a locally listed building. 

PRN19310 
Dr Muir Memorial Drinking 
Fountain, Burnley Road Locally listed building, erected in 1906. 

PRN19316 Nos.378-410, Briercliffe Road 
Terraced housing showed on OS 1848 1:10,560 mapping, a 
locally listed building. 

PRN1932 Briercliffe Road, Harle Syke 
Boundary stone on the old boundary between Burnley and 
Briercliffe, shown on OS 1912 1:2,500 map. 

PRN22042 136 Burnley Road, Harle Syke 
Building marked as P.O. (post office) on OS first edition 
1:2,500 map, 1893.  Now a shop. 

PRN22043 

Briercliffe Mill (present Briercliffe 
Business Centre), Burnley Road, 
Harle Syke 

Cotton weaving mill built in 1880, production ceased c.1962 
and the mill used for other purposes; still shown on Google 
Earth in 2010. 

PRN3508 
Kings Mill, Queen Street, 
Briercliffe, Burnley 

A purpose-built cotton weaving factory of 1912 with a 
layout, construction techniques and power transmission 
system that are highly evolved. In use until c.1978.  Still 
extant, now used as a caravan show-room and play centre 
(2015). 

PRN3529 
Siberia Mill, Holgate Street, Harle 
Syke 

Remains of a cotton weaving mill, originally a pre-1912 
extension to Harle Syke Mill 
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