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1 Introduction
Conservation Areas and their Appraisal

1.1 All planning authorities are required to determine which parts of their area merit Conservation
Area status.

1.2 A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest which is considered
worthy of special attention, protection and improvement.

1.3 Every Conservation Area is unique, and its distinct and special character is defined by the
combination of all aspects of the man made and associated natural environment: the topography and
setting; historic development; layout, buildings and other structures; historic and current uses; open
spaces, trees and other landscape features.

1.4 Designation of a Conservation Area draws people’s attention to the area’s special interest and
emphasises the need for any changes or new development, either within or adjoining the area, to be
sympathetic to and respect its character. The special character of a Conservation Area has often
developed over a long period of time and it is all too easy to damage and erode its distinctiveness
through uncontrolled change, whether through single large-scale rapid changes or a progressive
accumulation of seemingly small changes.

1.5 Conservation Areas are expected to change over time, and local authorities have been granted
powers aimed at managing this change in such a way as to safeguard and enhance their special
character.

1.6 As part of this process local authorities are required to prepare Conservation Area Appraisals:
as an essential tool for the identification, analysis and communication of the special character of a
Conservation Area, and to provide the basis for establishing effective management policies.

1.7 The preparation of a Conservation Area Appraisal involves researching the historic development
of the area and carrying out a townscape analysis and character assessment. This information guides
consideration of the boundaries of the Conservation Area as well as providing the context for ongoing
assessment of development proposals both within and surrounding the area. It identifies the
opportunities and priorities for enhancement and informs the policy framework for the determination
of development proposals.

Burnley’s Conservation Areas

Burnley is a borough of considerable historic interest with a range of streets and buildings
spanning many centuries. The borough currently has 10 Conservation Areas, varying in character
from urban to former rural village. They comprise:

Canalside
Burnley Town Centre
Jib Hill
Hurstwood
Padiham
Palatine (Square)
Harle Syke
Worsthorne
Burnley Wood
Top O' Th' Town
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Canalside Conservation Area

1.8 The Canalside Conservation Area was first designated in October 1988. It was extended in
August 1990 and again in March 1993. A further extension in February 1997, to enclose the whole
of the area known today as the Weavers’ Triangle and to include lengths of the Leeds and Liverpool
Canal that largely encircle the town centre, defines the current boundary. (See Map 1)

1.9 The Canalside Conservation Area has an overall length of 5.1 kilometres and covers an area
of some 34 hectares. It includes a fine collection of well-preserved canalside architecture and
engineering features, and is widely recognised as being one of the most important historic industrial
areas in England.

Picture 1.1 Burnley Wharf c.1910

Picture 1.2 Equivalent view 2009

5

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



1.10 The core part of the Conservation Area, the Weavers’ Triangle, played a key role in Burnley’s
success from the late-eighteenth through to the mid-twentieth centuries as a major manufacturing
centre for the cotton industry.

Picture 1.3 The Weavers' Triangle, c. 1905
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Picture 1.4 View from Westgate Bridge with Victoria Mill

1.11 Despite the decline of the cotton industry in Burnley in the second half of the twentieth century,
and accompanying neglect, dilapidation and a number of losses in the built environment, the area
remains remarkably intact and retains important physical reminders of the town’s manufacturing
heyday.

Context for this Appraisal

1.12 This Conservation Area Appraisal has been drafted in the context of current regeneration
initiatives for the Weavers’ Triangle. Part of the Conservation Area is the subject of a Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI) supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. It is also the subject of a major urban
regeneration scheme aimed at realising the area’s potential as a unique and vibrant historic quarter,
an initiative that is supported amongst others by the Council and English Heritage. The Weaver's
Triangle regeneration scheme forms a critical element of Burnley's wider Regional Growth Fund
programme. This appraisal and accompanying Management Plan will inform proposals in theWeavers
Triangle and the wider Canalside area.

1.13 The Canalside Conservation Area and Burnley Town Centre Conservation Area (adjacent to
the Canalside Conservation Area) were the subject of a Conservation Area Partnership (CAP) scheme
1998–2001, supported by English Heritage, the Single Regeneration Budget and the European
Regional Development Fund, which focused on repairs to listed buildings at risk.

The Preparation of this Appraisal

1.14 A draft Conservation Area Appraisal for the Canalside Conservation Area was prepared by
the Building Design Partnership (BDP) in August 2004 but was not adopted by the Council.

1.15 This assessment of the character and appearance of the Conservation Area is based on a
thorough survey of the area in summer 2009, and a more limited survey focusing on areas of change
in Autumn 2012. It relates to the extent of the Conservation Area as last reviewed in February 1997.
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1.16 This Conservation Area Appraisal has been prepared in accordance with the guidance as set
out by the English Heritage paper Understanding Place: Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal
and Management Plans, published in 2011. It incorporates previous comments of English Heritage,
the Weavers’ Triangle Trust and Burnley Civic Society.

The Status of this Appraisal

1.17 The successful management of Conservation Areas can only be achieved with the support
and input from stakeholders; in particular, local residents and property owners. The local community
has an important role to play and their decisions and actions with respect to their own property can
have significant impacts upon the character of a Conservation Area.

1.18 This document has been prepared as a draft for consultation. It will be subject to further
consultation with local amenity societies, residents and other stakeholders prior to approval by Burnley
Borough Council, with the view to its adoption by the Council as a Supplementary Planning Document.

1.19 This appraisal is intended to provide an overall framework and guide to the special character
of the area. It is not intended to be comprehensive, and the omission of any particular building, feature
or space should not be taken to imply that it is of no value or interest.

1.20 No part of this appraisal is intended to convey criticism of any individual or organisation.

Acknowledgements

1.21 Burnley Borough Council would like to thank The Weavers’ Triangle Trust; Councillor Roger
Frost; Towneley Hall; and Burnley Borough Central Library for providing historical information on the
Canalside Conservation Area, and the Oxford Archaeology North for their desk-based assessment
of the archaeological and historical importance of the Canalside Conservation Area.
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2 Planning Policy Framework
Conservation Areas

2.1 Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 imposes a duty
on local authorities to designate as Conservation Areas any “areas of special architectural or historic
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”. Local authorities
are also required from time to time to review the extent of Conservation Areas within their boundaries.

2.2 Once Conservation Areas are designated, Section 71 of the Act requires local planning authorities
to formulate and publish proposals for their preservation and enhancement, and to consult the public
on these proposals before publishing the final documents.

2.3 Section 72 of the Act also requires local authorities, in the general exercise of their planning
powers, to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of Conservation Areas and to protect them from adverse development.

2.4 Conservation Area designation introduces additional controls over development and provides
the basis for policies designed to preserve and enhance all aspects of the character or appearance
that define an area's special interest. This control is exercised through Planning Permission and
Conservation Area Consent, and includes the following:

New development is required to either preserve or enhance the character and appearance of
the Conservation Area.

There is a presumption in favour of retaining buildings and other structures which make a positive
contribution to a Conservation Area. With few exceptions, the demolition of buildings in a
Conservation Area cannot be undertaken without permission from the local planning authority.
An application for Conservation Area Consent must be made separately from any application
for Planning Permission for redevelopment of the site.

The installation of satellite dishes is restricted in Conservation Areas and Planning Permission
is usually required.

Alterations to the roof of a house (including dormers) are restricted in Conservation Areas and
Planning Permission is often needed.

There is also special protection for trees within Conservation Areas and anyone wishing to cut
down, lop, top or uproot such a tree, must, with limited exceptions, give six weeks' written notice
to the City Council of their intention. This is to allow the authority an opportunity to formally
inspect the tree and decide in the interest of public amenity, whether it is appropriate to make
a Tree Preservation Order.

Planning Policy Guidance

2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework, sets Government guidance on all aspects of planning
policy. It highlights the critical need to protect and enhance the nation's built heritage, as part of the
planning system's wider environmental role.

2.6 The Framework sets out 12 Core Planning Principles at paragraph 17, which underpin plan-
making and decision taking, including that planning should "Conserve heritage assets in a manner
appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life
of this and future generations."

10

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



2.7 At paragraphs 126- 141 the Framework sets out detailed guidance in relation to the conservation
and enhancement of the historic environment. It states that Local Plans should set out a positive
strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment. When assessing planning
applications, local authorities should "identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage
asset that may be affected by a proposals ( including by development affecting the setting of a heritage
asset) taking account of the available evidence". In this context heritage asset includes designated
assets such as buildings on the statutory list and scheduled ancient monuments; non- designated
assets such as locally listed buildings; and Conservation Areas. When making planning decisions,
any harm to the significance or setting of heritage assets should be balanced against the positive
aspects of a particular proposal.

2.8 The Framework sets out the following guidance specifically in relation to Conservation Areas
"Local Planning Authorities should look for opportunities for new development within Conservation
Areas...To enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the
setting that make a positive contribution to or better reveal the significance of the asset should be
treated favourably."

2.9 This Appraisal and related Management Guidance will provide a basis for informing planning
proposals and decisions within the Canalside Conservation Area.

Scheduled Monuments

2.10 Scheduled Monuments are protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas
Act 1979 and consent must be sought for any alterations that would affect their fabric and character.
The only structure in the Canalside Conservation Area that is included in the Schedule of Monuments
is Oak Mount Mill Engine House.

Listed Buildings – Statutory List

2.11 The Statutory List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest is administered by
English Heritage on behalf of The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. Buildings on the
Statutory List are protected under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.
Listed Building Consent must be sought for any alterations that would affect their character, both
externally and internally, and that of structures within their curtilage – for example outbuildings and
boundary walls.

2.12 The National Planning Policy Framework, and English Heritage's Planning for the Historic
Environment Practice Guide also provide detailed guidance in relation to Listed Buildings.

Listed Buildings – Local List

2.13 The Local List comprises buildings and other structures which are considered by the Council
and the local community as having special local architectural, historic or archaeological interest, and
that contribute to the environmental, social and cultural heritage of the Borough.

2.14 They comprise buildings considered for statutory listing which were given Grade III status, but
which have not subsequently been included in the Statutory List, together with buildings which have
been Locally Listed by resolution of Burnley Borough Council.

2.15 The use of ‘local lists’ is recognised and supported by English Heritage as an effective method
of identifying specific historic properties within the local environment worthy of special consideration
through the development control process.
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2.16 The Local List is advisory only and does not provide the Council with additional powers.
However, when a planning application for works to a Locally Listed Building is submitted, additional
care and sensitivity to the building, its fabric and setting will be expected. The building's inclusion on
a local list is a material consideration in the determination of planning applications.

Unlisted Buildings

2.17 Buildings and other structures that do not appear on either the Statutory or the Local List can
make a significant contribution to a Conservation Area. The English Heritage paper Understanding
Place: Conservation Area Designation, Assessment and Management, published in 2011, provides
specific guidance on the identification of such buildings, including: whether they reflect former uses
within the area; relate by age, style and materials to adjacent listed buildings or the general character
of the area; contribute to their setting and the quality of the spaces; or have landmark quality. Local
Plan policy also emphasises the importance of protecting locally important buildings, features and
artefacts.

Article 4 Directions

2.18 A key component of the character of a Conservation Area derives from its distinctive building
types and architectural details. The cumulative effect of seemingly minor changes, for example to
windows, doors, roof materials and external wall finishes, can have a major adverse impact on the
overall character of a Conservation Area.

2.19 Article 4 Directions, which are supplementary to the general provisions that are referred to
under paragraph 2.4 above, enable a local planning authorities to require that planning permission
be sought for types of development which, for private residential properties, are classified elsewhere
as permitted development.

2.20 There are currently no Article 4 Directions in force within the Canalside Conservation Area.

Burnley Local Plan

2.21 The Burnley Local Plan Second Review was adopted in April 2006, under Section 36 of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990. The Plan forms part of the Development Plan for the Borough
and the Policies are ‘saved’ pending production of a new- style revised Local Plan over the period of
2012- 2015 .

2.22 The Plan is a policy document that guides the Borough’s decisions on development and land
use and includes policies and proposals for the conservation and improvement of both the natural
and the built environment. It sets out how the Council will consider applications affecting land, property
and trees within the Borough’s Conservation Areas. It includes policies that relate generally to the
conservation and enhancement of the Borough’s heritage, local distinctiveness and community identity.

2.23 The Local Plan contains specific policies on a number of issues including:

Conservation Areas, including: designation and amendment; demolition within them, and
development within or adjacent to them

Statutorily and Locally Listed Buildings

Archaeology

The need for a high standard of design in all new development

Responding to and respecting areas of traditional construction
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Sustainable re- use of existing buildings, including a sequential test to be considered in relation
to proposals for demolition and redevelopment

Meeting the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and disabled people in the context of traffic
management

Nature conservation
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3 Summary of Special Interest
3.1 The Canalside Conservation Area testifies to Burnley’s vital role in the growth and success of
the Lancashire cotton industry from the end of the eighteenth century through to the beginning of the
twentieth century.

3.2 Burnley’s prosperity depended on its location astride the 204 kilometre long Leeds and Liverpool
Canal, constructed 1770–1816. The trans-Pennine Leeds and Liverpool was the longest canal in the
British canal system and connected the River Aire at Leeds to the east with the River Mersey at
Liverpool to the west. The canal linked concentrations of factory-based industries to their sources of
supply of raw materials and markets for manufactured goods, both at home and abroad, and served
to transform Burnley from a rural market town to a powerhouse of the Industrial Revolution.

3.3 The length of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal that passes through Burnley constitutes amicrocosm
of the canal as a whole. It encapsulates the abrupt transitions from noisy and hyper-active industrial
environments to tranquil open settings, and presents a spectrum of the engineering feats that went
into the canal’s construction.

3.4 The canal occupies an elevated and dominant position above the town centre. Panoramic views
are enjoyed fromwithin and across the town. The variety and distance of views across the Conservation
Area and beyond into the surrounding Lancashire countryside are greatly increased when viewed
outwards – whether from the open lengths of the canal towpath to the west and north east of the
industrial part, or in fleeting views through gaps between the numerous buildings and when crossing
its bridges.

3.5 Despite the decline of the cotton weaving industry in Burnley in the course of the twentieth
century, and accompanying neglect, dilapidation and selected losses in the built environment, the
part of the Conservation Area known as the Weaver’s Triangle represents one of the finest surviving
examples of a nineteenth century manufacturing landscape in England.

3.6 Important examples of all of the key elements remain: cotton spinning mills and weaving sheds;
coal supply routes, factory boiler houses and chimneys; workplaces of the numerous support industries;
secular and religious community buildings; a diversity of housing types; together with a significant
length of the canal itself complete with key features that characterised its construction and operation.

3.7 Today, the sights and sounds of manufacturing industry have been largely replaced by those
of traffic, and several of the major as well as minor buildings stand forlorn, disused and in varying
states of decay.

3.8 The national and international significance of the Weavers’ Triangle, especially, demands an
imaginative set of heritage-led solutions prioritised at realising the area’s regeneration potential.
Awareness and understanding of the heritage value of the Conservation Area as a whole is an essential
starting point for this. This Appraisal aims to contribute to this.

3.9 The significance of the mills and weaving sheds in the Conservation Area has increased
considerably as a result of demolitions across the north west since 1960s. Many of the buildings in
the Conservation Area are in a serious state of disrepair and without intervention will result in their
ultimate loss. This would have a significant impact upon the townscape and cultural heritage of
Burnley and that of the wider North West region.
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4 Location and Setting

4.1 Location and context
4.1.1 Burnley is situated on the edge of Pennine Lancashire surrounded by countryside at the
confluence of the Rivers Brun and Calder. The borough straddles the M65, 20 miles east of the M6,
which provides transport links to Manchester 25 miles to the south, Blackburn 11 miles and Preston
25 miles to the west and Leeds 60 miles to the south east.

4.1.2 The Canalside Conservation Area encircles and defines the town centre to the west, south
and east. The Conservation Area covers a total area of 34 hectares and incorporates a 5.1 kilometre
length of the Leeds to Liverpool Canal as it passes through Burnley. This can be seen in Map 1 in
the appendix.

4.2 General character and plan form
4.2.1 The Conservation Area is elongated and essentially linear in form. Its overall plan shape is
in the form of an open triangle, and it encloses Burnley town centre to the south, west and east.

4.2.2 The central section of the Conservation Area widens as the Leeds to Liverpool Canal passes
through the urban heartland of Burnley’s historic cotton manufacturing area. This area is known today
as the Weavers’ Triangle.

4.2.3 The Conservation Area varies substantially in character from a narrow and partly open
environment to the west, through wider and compactly-developed, mixed-use industrial and urban,
and back to narrow and partly open informal open to the east, creating two distinctive types of
character areas.

4.2.4 Overall, it comprises a canal length with an immense sense of place, industrial scale and
distinctive canal engineering.

4.2.5 The figure ground diagram below shows the balance of buildings and empty spaces across
the area. The diagram clearly shows the massive footprints of the industrial buildings within the core
of the Conservation Area, clustered around the canal corridor.

18

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



Picture 4.1 Figure Ground Diagram

4.3 Landscape setting
4.3.1 The character of the Canalside Conservation Area is largely distinguished by the relationships
between the canal and its landscape setting.

4.3.2 The Leeds to Liverpool Canal passes through Burnley at a constant height of 128 metres
above sea level. It occupies a level contour which is partly natural and partly manmade – the latter
where it crosses the valley of the River Calder and forms the Burnley Embankment at its eastern arm,
and is tunnelled through Gannow Top at its western arm.

4.3.3 The canal’s elevated position affords distant and panoramic views out over the town and the
surrounding countryside, and makes its principal buildings and engineering features highly visible
both across and from outside the Conservation Area.

4.3.4 To the south west, the principal manufacturing buildings and surviving tall chimneys of the
Weavers’ Triangle comprise the dominant cluster of landmark structures in the town.

19

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



4.3.5 To the east lies the canal’s ‘Straight Mile’ with its 12 to 18 metre high manmade embankment,
one of the most renowned engineering feats of the British canal system. This stretch of the canal
enjoys views of the town centre to its west, of the Weavers’ Triangle to the south west, and the
countryside of Pennine Lancashire to the north and east. As it continues northwards, skirting Thompson
Park, the canal takes on a distinctly more open, less urban feel.

4.3.6 The canal acts as a barrier to east-west urban movement to the town below, especially along
the Burnley Embankment.

4.3.7 The stretch of canal to the north west, between the Weavers’ Triangle and the entrance to
Gannow Tunnel, traverses the M65 and enjoys occasional panoramic views of Pennine Lancashire
to its north.
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5 Historic development and archaeology
5.1 The origins and historic development of the area
Burnley until the eighteenth century

5.1.1 Burnley did not appear as a settlement until Saxon times when it was one of a group of hamlets
or scattered farmsteads in the area. By 1400, with a population of 600, the town had become
established. The main settlement was located in the area around St Peter’s Church and the River
Calder to its west, and included a market, a fair, and a water-powered fulling mill (for the treatment
of woollen cloth).

5.1.2 By 1650, with a population of 1,500, Burnley was regarded at national level as a small market
town. At this time farming was the main industry. Gradually the textile industry replaced agriculture,
and spinning and weaving in cottages became more important than work on the land. Until the
mid-eighteenth century the manufacture of woollens, worsteds and fustians (heavy woollen cloth)
took place mainly in workers’ homes.

5.1.3 Factories, mainly for the production of woollen cloth, were first introduced into Burnley during
the eighteenth century, and the separation of home and workplace began. One of the earliest factories
was probably a dye house built at Westgate in 1736, becoming a fulling mill in 1741.

Leeds and Liverpool Canal

5.1.4 The Leeds and Liverpool Canal, the dominant man-made feature in Burnley’s townscape,
played a vital role in the town’s development in the first half of the nineteenth century, as it did in the
development of other industrial towns along its route.

5.1.5 At 204 kilometres the longest canal in Great Britain, the Leeds Liverpool was regarded as
one of the greatest engineering feats of its time. Burnley was still a rural market town before the
phased opening of its length of the canal in 1796–1801 triggered the town’s initial growth. The canal
took a considerable deviation to pass through Burnley, which indicates the importance that was
attached to linking the town to the canal system, as depicted in the sketch map below. These were
considered sufficient to warrant substantial investment in the major engineering projects which this
necessitated, notably the Burnley Embankment and the Gannow Tunnel.
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Picture 5.1 Sketchmap of the Leeds- Liverpool Canal

5.1.6 Following the full completion of the canal in 1816, one of the most important links that the
canal provided, via the Port of Liverpool, was to the American cotton fields. By the 1820s, this new
supply transformed the town’s staple production from wool to cotton. The canal allowed the easy
movement of raw materials, including the large quantities of coal required to power the mill boilers.
The steam engine was first introduced into Burnley’s factories in the 1790s, and by 1830 there were
32 steam engines in the town.

Picture 5.2 Industrial Burnley in 1854 – a lithographic view from Springhill

5.1.7 From 1842, industrialists were permitted to draw water from the canal to serve the growing
number of mill steam engines. By 1892, wholesale development along the canal, particularly in the
Weavers’ Triangle, had taken place, with industry and mills flanking the canal and backed by rows of
terraced housing. The Weavers’ Triangle and surroundings rapidly became an intensive industrial
area cheek by jowl with densely packed terraced dwellings for its workers.
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Arrival of the Railways

5.1.8 Arriving in Burnley first in 1848, with the opening of the East Lancashire Railway (serving
what became known as Burnley Central and Barracks Stations), and then with the opening of the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway in 1849 (serving the Manchester Road station), the railway system
soon superseded the canal as the most effective means of transporting goods. The lines of the tracks
ran as closely as possible to the canal, thus enabling the railway companies to derive maximum
benefit from the concentration of mills in the Weaver’s Triangle.

Burnley in the nineteenth century

5.1.9 The first half of the nineteenth century saw the unplanned development of back-to-back
houses, cellar dwellings and tenement houses crammed together within the core of the town, from
St Peter’s (Top O’th Town) to Westgate (Brig). These dwellings accommodated the families which
arrived from near and far to earn a living in the mills and factories. Living conditions for most people
in these cramped and over-crowded conditions were very poor with little, if any, sanitary provision,
and there was a recognition that improvements needed to be made.

Picture 5.3 Map of the area between Westgate and Manchester Road Bridges in
1827

Picture 5.4 Map of the area between Westgate and Manchester Road Bridges in 1848
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Picture 5.5 Map of the area between Westgate and Manchester Road Bridges in 1912

5.1.10 The town continued to expand in the second half of the nineteenth century, but it was a more
regulated and planned expansion. Areas of land outside the development boundary were made
available, and houses were laid out in terraces with provision for sanitation and other amenities.

5.1.11 The cotton trade reached its peak in 1911. At that time Burnley led the world in cotton cloth
production, having a record number of more than 100,000 looms at work in the town. The graph below
shows the rapid increase in cotton exports from Britain during the 19th Century, followed by a marked
decline in the early part of the 20th Century

Annual Average Per Decade Cotton Exports (Source: Abstract of 
British Historical Statistics by B.R Mitchell and P Deane)

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

1810-
1819

1820-
29

1830-
39

1840-
49

1850-
59

1860-
69

1870-
79

1880-
89

1890-
99

1900-
09

1910-
1919

1920-
1929

1930-
1938

Exports of Piece Goods (million yard)

Picture 5.6 Cotton Exports during 19th Century
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5.1.12 The industrialisation of Lancashire throughout the nineteenth century was accompanied by
enormous demographic change as new industries attracted workers from the countryside to urban
areas such as Burnley. The town’s population increased almost twenty-five-fold between 1801 and
1901, from 3,918 to 97,043. Growth during that period was relatively steady, with most decades seeing
a population increase of around 40%. The census returns also disclose the steady fall in Burnley’s
population since the peak in 1911. This overall population decline accompanied significant change
in the employment structure of the town as depicted in the graph below.
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Picture 5.7 Long term employment structure in Burnley (Source: LCC Lancashire Profile)

Burnley in the twentieth century

5.1.13 Burnley’s decline as a cotton manufacturing town started with the loss of key European
markets in the First World War, was intensified by the Depression in the 1930s, and was terminally
affected by competition from overseas producers in the decades following the Second World War.
The last of the cotton-based industries in the Weavers’ Triangle closed in 1990.
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Picture 5.8 c.1910 – The Weavers’ Triangle viewed from Westgate

5.1.14 Today, only a handful of textile- based industries remain in the Borough. However, Queen
Street Mill, outside the Canalside Conservation Area and to its north east, now operated as a working
museum, is the last operational steam- powered weaving mill in the World.

5.1.15 For a period following the SecondWorldWar, significant shifts in the economy brought about
change to Burnley, with aspects of its industrial past shed in its transition to a modern service-based
town. Redevelopment affected parts of the town centre, and the Weavers’ Triangle became encircled
and in part dissected by major roads for through traffic. This has affected access into and across the
core area of the Canalside Conservation Area, especially for pedestrians and cyclists. Several access
routes to the canal towpath are not suitable for wheelchair users. It has not, however, impaired general
access along and enjoyment of the canal itself.

The potential of heritage-led regeneration in the twenty first century

5.1.16 Today, the Weavers’ Triangle retains many elements of its textile heritage. Their value as
reminders of the town’s past is increasingly recognised as well as their potential as a springboard for
the future. Recent strategic public sector investment has sought to arrest decline in the area. Following
completion of an acquisition and urgent works programme, positive steps towards regeneration are
already being achieved through the refurbishment of Victoria Mill to provide a University Technical
College, and through the partnership between Barnfield and Burnley Borough Council to bring forward
more refurbishment and redevelopment projects within the area.
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Picture 5.9 Healey Wood, early 1900s

5.2 Archaeology
5.2.1 As Burnley developed through the nineteenth century, the form of the town’s development
was largely determined by the newly constructed canal and rail transport corridors. Earlier tracks and
roads, some dating back to the medieval period, also influenced the layout and expansion of the town.

5.2.2 The area has a wealth of buildings from the Industrial period that represent one of the finest
groupings of Industrial Period Structures in England. Surviving buildings include spinning mills,
weaving sheds, domestic terraces, inns, ironworks, recreation venues and transport structures.

5.2.3 Despite Burnley’s importance as a centre of cotton manufacture and in particular weaving,
there is only one recorded Scheduled Monument within the town’s urban area. This, the Oak Mount
Mill Engine and Engine House, is sited within the Canalside Conservation Area.

5.2.4 The full extent of survival and condition of below ground archaeological remains within the
study area is unknown.

5.2.5 Other interesting industrial remains within the Conservation Area include a brick cylindrical
structure with iron railings on top in Finsley Wharf yard. This is the remains of an entrance to an
underground railway that linked Towneley Colliery to the canal.
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Spatial Analysis
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6 Spatial Analysis
6.1 Character and interrelationship of spaces within the area
6.1.1 The character of the Canalside Conservation Area changes dramatically along its length,
embracing a succession of spaces that vary from highly enclosed corridors lined with industrial
buildings or natural landscape features to panoramic views of the town and open hillsides andmoorland.
The transitions between open and enclosed spaces are numerous and often abrupt.

6.1.2 Surviving mill chimneys are a common feature throughout the length of the Conservation
Area and a constant reminder of Burnley’s industrial past. These are located within and visible from
the Conservation Area.

6.1.3 The canal corridor is a major space that surrounds the town centre. It serves as a waterway
as well as a route for pedestrians, cyclists and joggers.

6.2 Key views and vistas
6.2.1 The views of the buildings in the Conservation Area demonstrate both the diversity of functions
and the overall continuity through similar building materials and construction methods.

6.2.2 The line of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal encloses three sides of the town centre and its
elevated position makes it the dominant man-made feature in the urban landscape.

6.2.3 The open lengths of the canal, principally to west and east of the Weavers’ Triangle, afford
a wide variety of framed and panoramic views into and across Burnley’s built up area and beyond
into Pennine Lancashire.

6.2.4 The mill corridor provides an ever changing sequence of industrial views. The canal is more
enclosed at this point, but the cleared site and historic streets provide glimpses of the town centre
below. The most visible townscape features in this area are the tall mills and chimneys.

6.2.5 A parallel sequence of ever-changing views occurs along the curved lengths of the canal at
its northern extremities, both west and east of the Weavers’ Triangle.
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7 Character analysis
7.1 Definition of character areas
7.1.1 The Canalside Conservation Area has an immense sense of place, industrial scale and
distinctive canal engineering.

7.1.2 The shape of the Conservation Area generally reflects the linear form of the canal. The
boundary widens in theWeavers’ Triangle section of the Conservation Area beyond the direct confines
of the canal to include buildings, engineering features and enclosures of direct historical association
to the canal. The character of the canalside changes considerably along its length and users encounter
views that vary from open moorland or townscape, to highly enclosed corridors lined with industrial
buildings or parkland.

7.1.3 The Conservation Area may be sub-divided into three distinctive Character Areas as follows:

Character Area 1 - The western canal arm from Gannow House to Westgate Bridge.
This length of the canal is essentially open in character and includes the Gannow Tunnel.

Character Area 2 - The Weaver’s Triangle from Westgate Bridge to Finsley Gate Bridge.
This length of the canal is essentially industrial-urban in character with enclosed spaces.

Character Area 3 - The eastern canal arm from Finsley Gate Bridge to Colne Road Bridge.
This length of the canal is essentially less urban in character, including a series of formal and
informal open spaces, and includes the Burnley Embankment, also known as the ‘Straight Mile’.

7.1.4 These character areas should not be viewed as exclusive from each other as there are strong
connections between them. Together, these three parts constitute a microcosm of the multi-faceted
rural-industrial-urban character of the entirety of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, from the River Aire
in Yorkshire to the River Mersey at the Liverpool Docks.

Character Area 1: The western canal arm from Gannow House to Westgate
Bridge

7.1.5 The boundary of the Conservation Area has been drawn tightly along the corridor between
Gannow House and Westgate Bridge, the towpath defining its extent for the majority of its length.
The boundary widens to include Gannow House and its former stable and coach house. These
buildings form an attractive and well preserved group at the western extremity of the Conservation
Area.

7.1.6 This end of the Conservation Area is dominated by the M65 flyover. Whilst the local canal
landscape at this point has a historic character worthy of preservation, the visible and audible intrusions
of the motorway impact severely on the quality of the local environment. The canal length at this end
of the Conservation Area is not a prominent feature, not least as it is at a level below rather than
above the surrounding landscape.

7.1.7 As it passes through the Whittlefield district, west of Gannow Tunnel, the canal suffers no
intrusions and is popular with recreational users.

7.1.8 The 511 metre long Gannow Tunnel which runs under the M65 and is not passable by foot
is a fine example of canal engineering. It took five years to build, opening for traffic in 1801. Such
engineering features are integral to the heritage of the canal signifying the ambitious engineering
practices used in its construction. The canal is carried above the motorway by Whittlefield aqueduct,
a largely unnoticed canal landmark from the motorway itself but which, from the canal, provides a
dramatic point of entry to the urban area of Burnley.
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Character Area 2: TheWeavers’ Triangle fromWestgate Bridge to Finsley Gate
Bridge

7.1.9 The Conservation Area boundary widens between Westgate Bridge and Finsley Wharf to
include the area known as the Weavers’ Triangle.

7.1.10 Occupying a position above and to the south-west of the town centre the Weavers’ Triangle
represents the core section of the industrial canal length in Burnley, alongside which an impressive
sequence of mills, weaving sheds and canal-related features enclose the canal corridor.

7.1.11 This area is widely recognised as being one of the most important Victorian industrial districts
in England. Despite extensive dereliction and demolition since the 1960s, the area is still remarkably
intact.

7.1.12 The area today is still characterised by the juxtaposition of multi-storey cotton spinning mills
and the high walls that enclose former weaving sheds, interspersed with community buildings and
fine examples of late Georgian and Victorian terraced housing.

7.1.13 The scale of materials and details used in the design of the buildings is generally massive,
bold and simple, but confidently undertaken in the functional traditions of the nineteenth century.

7.1.14 Westgate Bridge and Trafalgar Street form the north western gateway into the Weavers’
Triangle, and Finsley Gate Bridge forms the south eastern gateway. Both gateways are dominated
by landmark industrial buildings.

Westgate Bridge Area

7.1.15 This area marks the north western tip of the Weavers’ Triangle. From the busy road junction
there is a prominent view of the canal. The former Willie Holt’s Billiard Hall, the Mitre Inn, Belle Vue
Terrace and Belle Vue Mill provide a distinctive collection of historic buildings at this north western
part.

7.1.16 The north east side of Trafalgar Street is dominated by Victoria Mill. This imposing structure
is essential to the industrial character and scale of the canal corridor.

7.1.17 Belle Vue Terrace dates from the early nineteenth century and presents a high quality aspect
to both the canal and Westgate. Belle Vue Terrace forms a group with Belle Vue Mill and Belle Vue
Place when viewed from Westgate and the canal.

7.1.18 Fine examples of Victorian townhouses can be seen further down Westgate in the tall and
elegant Oakmount Terrace. The terraced housing above has now been demolished.

Sandygate (including Newtown)

7.1.19 Sandygate was once the main thoroughfare within the Weavers’ Triangle and one of the
few points where a road crosses the canal. It forms the historic core of theWeavers’ Triangle. Buildings
to the north of Sandygate Bridge have been demolished, with consequent loss of the enclosed
character at this point. The demolition of Clock Tower Mill in 2004 removed a significant landmark
within the Conservation Area.

7.1.20 To the south of the bridge, Slater Terrace is an unusual structure of terraced cottages over
a canalside warehouse, built for themill owner George Slater by JamesWiseman – who is remembered
in a street of that name across the canal. The terrace presents a fine frontage to the canal and from
Sandygate Bridge, creating an impressive waterfront environment.

7.1.21 Sandygate Bridge, built around 1796, is one of the few original canal bridge remaining in
Burnley. It was built to carry the road to Manchester via Coal Clough Lane and Cog Lane. It provides
views across Slater Terrace and the cleared site of Clock Tower Mill.
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7.1.22 Until recently, the most substantial surviving complex in the Weavers’ Triangle was that of
the Burnley Iron Works, to the north east of Sandygate Bridge, and consisting of George Street Mill
and Sheds and the Newtown Steelworks downhill towards the town centre. Today, the surviving,
blank, curved facade of the George Street Shed, at the edge of the towpath, is an important canalside
feature that encloses the canal corridor at this critical part of the Conservation Area.

7.1.23 The northern end of the complex, the former Newtown Steelworks, presents an impressive
frontage to the traffic-dominated Queens Lancashire Way.

7.1.24 Other notable buildings include Westgate Mill, The Maltings, Neptune House, Sandygate
Mill (previously Lords Printers), Plane Tree Hotel, and the former Habergham Eaves Parochial School
(now Dexters Paints).

Walker Hey Footbridge to Burnley Wharf

7.1.25 Walker Hey Footbridge was built by Burnley Corporation to provide a convenient short cut
between the mills and the town centre beyond. However there is no access to the canal at this point.
Previous to its construction, access over the canal was by way of either Sandygate or Manchester
Road. The bridge boasts fine views across the Conservation Area to the town centre and Pendle Hill
beyond. It is well used and in a good state of repair, having been restored in 1995. Still it affords an
important pedestrian route between Trafalgar Street and the town centre.

7.1.26 Trafalgar Mill is a large building and a landmark from the town centre, as well as contributing
to the regular and high wall fronting Trafalgar Street. The weaving shed was the last to produce cotton
cloth in the Weavers’ Triangle, with operations ceasing in 1990.

7.1.27 The irregular plan form of the neighbouring Thorneybank Mill gives rise to an uneven skyline,
and is a significant asset both in terms of the Trafalgar Street frontage and to this stretch of the canal.

7.1.28 Burnley Wharf is a fine collection of nineteenth century stone and grey slate canal side
warehouses and workshops. They form a high quality gateway from the Manchester Road Bridge.
This complex has been sensitively brought back into use as the Inn on the Wharf, the Weavers’
Triangle Visitor Centre (occupying the former Toll and Wharf Master’s House) and office
accommodation. It is an example of the sensitive restoration that could be achieved throughout the
Canalside Conservation Area.

7.1.29 The adjoining Healey Wood Road warehouses form an impressive 4 to 5 storey ‘wall’ to the
west side of the canal. Although somewhat overshadowed by the CentenaryWay flyover, the buildings
still dominate the stretch of canal adjacent to Manchester Road.

7.1.30 Nelson Square and Nelson House form an attractive collection of residential buildings, the
character of which has been impacted through loss of much of the historic architectural detailing,
especially at doors and windows.

Finsley Gate and Lambert Howarth

7.1.31 Finsley Gate is in part a zone of transition between the canal, the town centre, and the more
open character of the western and eastern arms of the canal. The land to the east of the canal lies
substantially lower than the canal itself, and hence the character is dominated by the buildings at
canal level. With the exception of the substantial former Lambert Howarth Complex on opposing sides
of the canal, which includes the Finsley Gate and Healey Royd Mills, there are few surviving historic
buildings in this part. These buildings are highly prominent from a number of locations within Burnley.
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Finsley Wharf

7.1.32 The canal company’s main boat yard was at Finsley Wharf. Here the company also had a
saw mill that supplied timber for their other maintenance yards. Boats were made and repaired here,
then launched sideways into the canal. To the east of the site is Finsley House (also known as Canal
House); it was built in circa 1700 and remodelled in the late eighteenth century. It was occupied by
the engineer responsible for operating Finsley Gate turn bridge, which was replaced by the current
road bridge in 1885. The site has a number of original features, including canal ramps, warehouses
and workshops. The surviving buildings are all of one or two storeys, surrounded by more open space
than was the case historically. It is one of the few remaining properties in the Canalside Conservation
Area that pre-date the construction of the canal.

Picture 7.1 Historic photograph of Finsley Wharf boat yard, before 1885

Character Area 3: The Eastern Canal Arm from Finsley Gate Bridge to Colne
Road Bridge

7.1.33 The boundary narrows and takes a sharp turn at Finsley Wharf extending northwards along
the Burnley Embankment, widening only to include the site of Park Mill and the dry docks and basin
at the former Bank Hall Colliery.

7.1.34 The Burnley Embankment or “Straight Mile” is considered to be one of the seven greatest
engineering feats of the British canal system. At around 12 to 18 metres high and just under one mile
(1,100 metres) it is the longest embankment on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. Most of the earth for
the construction came from the canal cuttings north of Burnley and still built into the banking can be
seen a number of lime kilns used during its construction.

7.1.35 The embankment provides an excellent vantage point for viewing the town centre and
surrounding grid-iron housing in the Bank Hall, Top o' the Town and Fulledge neighbourhoods. At
street level, the embankment provides an impediment to vistas between the town centre, and northern
neighbourhoods in both directions.
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7.1.36 Beyond the embankment the canal runs along the eastern boundary of Thompson Park, a
Grade II Registered Park and Garden. Open green space of a less formal nature extends to the east
as the canal passes over the River Brun on the Sandy Holme aqueduct.

7.1.37 Two canal bridges to the northern extremity of the Conservation Area (Sandy Holme Aqueduct
and Colne Road Bridge) have notable character. Strengthening alterations have been carried out in
the past, but significant historic interest remains.

7.1.38 Bank Hall Dry Dock is a former canal depot off Colne Road, including two small wharves.
The Conservation Area boundary widens to include the former wharf and the dry dock which served
the former Bank Hall Colliery, now the site of Bank Hall Park. These features create a pleasant
entrance to the adjacent park and provide a parking area for visitors. The adjacent Depot has a neutral
impact upon the appearance of this site.

Picture 7.2 Bank Hall Colliery Canal Basin in 1948

7.2 Activity and prevailing or former uses and their influence on the
plan form and buildings
7.2.1 The Leeds Liverpool Canal is the single most dominant man-made feature in the landscape,
forming the basis of the building layout in the area.

7.2.2 The special architectural interest of the Conservation Area derives from its historical
development. The Conservation Area accommodates a range of building types, which together form
its unique identity. In the heart of the Conservation Area industrial buildings predominate, their
construction spanning three centuries from the mid-eighteenth century into the early years of the
twentieth century. They effectively chart the progression of building techniques and architectural
tastes relating to industrial buildings throughout this period.
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7.2.3 The development of industry in the Weavers Triangle can be charted geographically from
west to east, with the original weaving and mill buildings being located immediately adjacent to the
canal. The scale of construction appears to have increased over time. To the north, the Lambert
Howarth works are an example of how over time brick construction replaced local stone as the
predominant constructionmaterial. Themill complexes developed over time, changing to accommodate
advances in technology or expansion. This adds significantly to their historic interest.

7.3 The qualities of the buildings and their contribution to the area

Key Building Type

7.3.1 The Conservation Area as a whole is an area of special architectural and historic interest.
This interest is created by the canal, individual buildings, structures, spaces and landscapes. It is
important in such an area to define the key building types that have influenced the development of
the Conservation Area.

7.3.2 The key building types within the Conservation Area include: spinning mills; engine and boiler
houses; weaving sheds; mill chimneys and other industrial buildings.

Spinning Mills

7.3.3 Spinning Mills are generally 4-6 storey structures with single or double pitched slate roofs.
Most mills are devoid of ornamentation, being constructed in the confident functional traditions of the
19th century. The roofs of spinning mills are usually surfaced with blue slates, usually laid unpatterned
and in diminishing courses. Gutters are generally of stone with cast iron water pipes. Windows were
painted timber dead lights or hoppers with multiple panes set in rectangular openings. Inside, spinning
mills are mostly constructed using timber floors supported in the outside walls and on cast iron columns.
The spacing of beams and columns depended upon the size and type of machinery used. Features
usually associated with spinning mills include stair towers and metal cantilevered escape stairs.
Notable examples can be seen at Victoria Mill on Trafalgar Street. Most towers are located on a
corner of the mill and often projected high above the top floor of the mill, making then important local
landmarks. The stair tower at Trafalgar Mill is finished with a familiar panelled cast iron water tower.
Another feature often found in association with spinning mills and warehouses is the arch headed
vertical-planked loading door. These are often formed with bold (and sometimes dressed) segmental
voussoirs.

Weaving Sheds

7.3.4 Weaving sheds are the predominant architectural form in the Conservation Area. From higher
viewpoints these weaving sheds made an impressive sight, but from ground level and indeed most
places within the Conservation Area most of these roofscapes were invisible behind plain walls. They
form an important part of the Conservation Area historically and architecturally but present challenges
for viable re- use.

7.3.5 Weaving sheds are vast, single-storey structures with flagged floors and long narrow strips
of northlight roofs. The roof structures are not usually visible from the canal corridor, other than from
within the heights of surrounding buildings or higher ground. Roof structures are held by a regular
grid of cast iron gutters and hollow, cast iron columns, the spacings relating to the type and method
of weaving adopted at the time of the shed’s construction. The Conservation Area is most unusual in
having a number of two-storey sheds such as those at Hope Works and Victoria Mill. Weaving sheds
are generally bound by high uninterrupted stone walls often meandering parallel to the line of the
canal, a good example being George Street Shed, windows were generally not necessary due to the
extent of roof glazing. These monolithic walls mean that the weaving sheds contribute significantly
to the townscape character, but often present blank and inactive facades to the canalside meaning
that some stretches of the towpath are unwelcoming.
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7.3.6 Several weaving sheds are set into the ground at a depressed plane. This is more common
in the Weavers’ Triangle than elsewhere in the borough due to the 25 metre change in level between
Trafalgar Street and Queens Lancashire Way. This type of building is under greater pressure from
demolition due to increasing site values, restrictive re-use and the cost of roof maintenance.

Mill Chimneys

7.3.7 The first mill chimneys to be constructed were small (less than 90ft), square and built of local
stone. Surviving examples are rare and only one still remains in the conservation area (Mount Pleasant
Street). In the later 19th century the familiar, stone built and often strapped, larger circular tapering
chimneys were a prominent feature in the area. The finest example remaining in the conservation
area is the 42m candlestick chimney at Oakmount Mill onWiseman Street. Other remaining examples,
even where in truncated form, are important landmarks which are an essential to the industrial character
of the area and provide a greater understanding of the historic canalside environment. Examples
include Victoria Mill chimney and the chimney at Slater Terrace.

Engines and Boiler Houses

7.3.8 Fine examples of tall, narrow engine houses can still be found at Slater Terrace and Oakmount
Mill. The former is topped with a cast iron panelled water tank, the latter being the more common
pattern, with pitched slate roof and coped gables. Natural lighting for these buildings is provided via
very tall arched headed multi-paned dead light windows, one in each gable. The engine house at
Oakmount Mill still contains its 1887 twin cylinder, cross compound engine, which is scheduled as
an Ancient Monument. Given the organic nature of many of the mill buildings, engines and boilers
were often relocated or replaced as technology advanced and mills expanded.

Other Industrial Buildings

7.3.9 The area contains predominantly elements of the textile manufacturing industry such as the
mills and sheds but the important aspect of machine production is also present in the Burnley Iron
Works. This company manufactured looms and other machines.

7.3.10 The Conservation Area includes a variety of other building types not solely or directly related
to textile production, these buildings highly enrich the character of the conservation area and include:
houses; ale-houses, inns and leisure-related buildings; education and religious establishments;

Housing

7.3.11 The Conservation Area contains two principal types of housing: traditional terraced workers’
cottages and grand houses for professionals such as canal engineers, mill owners and bankers.

7.3.12 The canal engineers house at Gannow to Nelson House, the regency villa and home of
Burnley’s first bankers, through to Georgian Town Houses and the humble workers cottage. The two
principal residential areas appear at Nelson Square and, more noticeably along Westgate. Belle Vue
Terrace dating from 1825 is a good example of lower middle-class town houses demonstrating the
clean and classical style of the Georgian period. These houses were occupied by business and
professional families who leased the cellars as separate dwellings. Fine examples of Victorian
townhouses can be seen further along Westgate in the tall and elegant Oakmount Terrace, 1880-81,
whose charm lies in the fact that many of the houses retain their original ornamental detail.

7.3.13 Slater Terrace was built between 1845 and 1850 for George Slater by James Wiseman. The
terrace is a unique structure of eleven two storey houses above a canalside warehouse with the front
doors opening onto a cast iron balcony over the canal, and there were small yards at the back. The
terrace itself housed one or two families per dwelling. Sometime after 1861 the two end houses were
converted into an engine and boiler house. The houses were last inhabited in 1900, after which the
dividing walls of the upper storey were removed to provide a winding room for Sandygate Mill.
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7.3.14 The essential feature of the majority of housing within the Conservation Area is the unity
within the terraces and that there is little variety between individual houses. Consequently,
unsympathetic alterations to any one house can spoil the character of the whole terrace, as can the
cumulative effect of even minor changes, such as alteration to rainwater goods, doors or windows,
or a change of roof material.

7.3.15 There are two residential properties within the Conservation Area which are inextricably
linked with the history of the canal and worthy of individual mention. These are Finsley House and
Gannow House, built in the eighteenth century and are examples of an architectural period otherwise
poorly represented in the urban area of Burnley.

7.3.16 Belle Vue Terrace was occupied by businesses and professional families. By the 1880s the
cellars were leased as separate dwellings for the working class. Slater’s Terrace is unusual and
notable because it combines housing with warehouse storage at the lowest level. These contrast well
and their history demonstrates the social history of the town.

Ale Houses, Inns and Leisure Buildings

7.3.17 Corners and areas of infill were often taken as sites for public houses and a range of other
social buildings reflecting the close knit nature of the industrial environment. TheWaterloo Inn (c1865)
at the junction of Sandygate and Trafalgar Street is one such example. The earliest surviving public
house in the Weavers Triangle is the late 18th century Neptune House on the corner of Neptune
Street and Sandygate, built on what was originally a pack-horse route. The late nineteenth century
Mitre Hotel at the junction of Wesgate and Accrington Road, is a locally listed building.

7.3.18 At the junction of Westgate and Sandygate is the Plane Tree Inn. The mock-Jacobean
frontage of this building was designed by Burnley architect, Charles Parsons, in 1895-7as a private
house for William Hopwood (cotton spinner and manufacturer) one of the town’s richest men.

7.3.19 Of particular interest is the former Willie Holt Billiard Hall (Grade II Listed), which is a fine
(and early) example of a specialised games hall. Designed in 1910 in the Arts and Crafts style, this
building is a rare example of its type in the region and is unusual in having a stone slate roof.

Education and Religious Establishments

7.3.20 Of particular interest is Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Hammerton Street and Habergham
Eaves Parochial School, Trafalgar Street. Built in 1839-40 Habergham Eaves Parochial School was
the church day school to Holy Trinity Church which stands behind the Mitre PH. The school was the
fifth day school to be built in Burnley and in 1871 was one of the largest schools in the town. Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church was founded by the Protestant Wesleyan Methodist Society and was built
in 1835. It is one of the earliest remaining chapels in the town.

Canal Related Engineering and Features

7.3.21 The Conservation Area is also characterised by Canal related engineering such as bridges,
of which Sandygate road bridge (stone) and Walker Hey (cast iron) footbridge are particularly fine
examples

7.3.22 Canal related engineering, including tunnels, bridges, embankments. aqueducts, mileposts,
horse pull-outs and ramps, are vital to understanding the history of the canal, these show how inland
freight was organised and how the canal was built and operated. During the construction of the canal,
the growing confidence of the engineers is reflected in the ambitious projects to provide a direct line
for the canal such as Gannow Tunnel and the Burnley Embankment.

7.3.23 A journey along the canal will take the visitor both under and over a number of fine canal
bridges. Original examples still exist at Sandygate (1796) and Manchester Road (now much altered
and extended). There are also examples of late nineteenth century wrought and cast iron footbridges
surviving along the canal, the most dramatic being the footbridge at Trafalgar Mill (1891-92) which
was originally erected by Burnley Corporation. This structure projects over the length of a weaving
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shed before crossing the canal and plunging down more than 40 steps to George Street. These
looped bridges, heavily latticed and painted, were rare in the Conservation Area. One such bridge
was located at Healey Wood, but it has now been substantially altered. It is thought that the Canal
Company planned to provide a series of these bridges to provide links to the town centre, but not
many were every built.

Landscape Features

7.3.24 The most important element is the canal itself and the varied nature of the corridor it creates.
In many locations within the central section of the conservation area the canal is highly enclosed,
being framed by the walls of mills and weaving sheds.

7.3.25 Open spaces include vacant sites cleared as a result of demolition and either suitable for
redevelopment or retention as improved landscaped areas. Public spaces include tow paths, Thompson
Park adjacent to the Canal at the western end of the Conservation Area and private alleyways and
rear yards

7.4 Local Details
7.4.1 The surviving buildings in the Conservation Area represent the evolution of architecture and
construction of buildings associated with the textile industry and weaving in particular. All periods in
the town’s textile history from the late eighteenth century to the early twentieth century are represented
along the length of the tow path.

7.4.2 The canal was a functional influence on the development and industrialisation of the town
and the Gannow Tunnel was a major engineering success story, constructed using early mining
techniques. The majority of the original uses within the Conservation Area depended on the canal.
The area was not exclusively associated with weaving, but the best preserved buildings are a reminder
of Burnley’s industrial past.

7.4.3 The Canal Company’s influence in the area extended beyond the canal itself. The Canal
Company was responsible for a significant proportion of buildings that remain in the Conservation
Area today. Canal Company buildings include the Finsley Gate depot a walled compound, warehouse,
stables, out buildings, a well and cottage; and Gannow House, the home of Samuel Fletcher the
Canal Engineer. Other significant developers were George Slater who built Clock Tower Mill
(demolished in 2004) and Slater’s Terrace; Robert Pickles & Sons Ltd, responsible for the mills near
the Gannow Tunnel; the Dydale family who were major employers in the Weaver's Triangle; and G.
B. Rawcliffe, a Burnley Architect responsible for Waterloo Foundry. An example of a local firm,
indirectly related to the textile industry is Thomas Ashworth and Co. Ltd. They were iron gate and
palisade makers who manufactured the wrought iron gates at Thorneybank Mill.

7.4.4 Several of the street names in the Conservation Area reflect the common practice of naming
streets and buildings after members of the royal family. Four streets within the Conservation Area
follow this tradition: King Street named after King George III 1760-1828. George III was not named
personally due to his unpopularity. Having named one street King Street the obvious choice was that
another should be Queen Street. George Street, was named after George IV who was Prince Regent
in 1810. Charlotte Street, was named after after George III’s wife. Nelson Square and Trafalgar
Street were named in honour of Nelson’s famous naval Battle of Trafalgar.

7.5 Prevalent local and traditional building materials and the public
realm
7.5.1 The early late eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings of the Conservation Area are
generally robust, functional industrial buildings without the elaborate detailing of mill buildings in
Manchester and Blackburn. Local building materials contribute to the character of the area and help
provide it with its local distinctiveness. The building materials used within the Canalside Conservation
Area are synonymous with the materials used throughout Burnley during the nineteenth century.
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7.5.2 Locally quarried sandstone is the traditional vernacular building material of the area. The
prevalent building material for mill buildings being bold pitch or rock faced local sandstone known as
‘mill shoddies’ or the more refined punch faced blocks, both of which are laid with tight joints and beds
which are often as large as 10” or 12” which gives the industrial architecture of the canalside a solid,
dignified and massive appearance firmly rooting them in the undulating landscape.

7.5.3 Red brick was used extensively for the internal walls of industrial buildings as combined with
cast iron it provided “fire proof” construction. It is not a highly visible component within the conservation
area, compared to the predominance of sandstone , but nevertheless it has become exposed where
structures have been demolished. Very few buildings used red brick externally. It was occasionally
used externally and Park Mill (1907) was one example, constructed during the final phase of textile
mill building in Burnley. However, the site was demolished and redeveloped for housing in 2008.

7.5.4 Welsh blue slate is the common roofing material for industrial and residential buildings alike.
Cast iron beams and columns allowed for the construction of north-light roofs to weaving sheds
providing the good lighting needed for quality control. Northlight roofs are set typically at 60 degrees
for the glazing (which is divided in wooden frames into narrow strips) and 30 degrees for the slated
pitch which is laid with diminishing courses and capped with blue terracotta, or occasionally stone,
ridges. A number of prominent buildings have had their traditional roof coverings replaced with asbestos
sheets. The former Billiard Hall on Trafalgar Street is unusual in having a stone slate roof.

7.5.5 Early nineteenth century housing was usually of uncoursed rubble or roughly hewn blocks
with watershot stone front and rear elevations. Later nineteenth century domestic buildings more
commonly had coursed rubble walls.

7.5.6 Public buildings tended to use ashlar blocks which gave them a more prestigious and refined
look.

7.5.7 Towards the end of the nineteenth century iron was increasingly adopted for the structural
components of larger buildings as well as for decorative features. Both cast and wrought iron are
used for a variety of structural and decorative elements in the conservation area. Its existence is most
evident in railings, columns, gates, rainwater goods, footbridges and escape stairs. Of particular
interest is the three stage dog-leg fire escape stair at Victoria Mill.

7.5.8 Timber, with a painted finish, is the traditional material of the window frames and panelled
doors of the area. Many examples of the original windows have been lost from the vacant buildings
and the window openings have been boarded/bricked up whilst the buildings await development.
Examples of the original surviving windows are found at Newtown Mill.

7.5.9 The canal edge is defined by huge bull-nosed copings resting on coursed stone walls and
the towpaths are principally compacted earth with some flagged sections.

7.5.10 Roads were originally constructed in a very simple way with stone setts without any gutter
stones later roads had stone cobbles, granite setts and stone flags with stone kerbs and channels
and cast iron fittings, some of which are still in evidence below more recent tarmac. Many of these
original details were lost during the street improvements in the mid 1980s.

7.6 A summary audit of the heritage assets
7.6.1 The Canalside Conservation Area includes 35 buildings and other structures on the Statutory
List (all achieving Grade II Status), of which the Oak Mount Mill Engine and Engine House is the only
Scheduled Monument, and 35 buildings and other structures on the Local List, all of which are
summarised below.
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7.6.2 The Conservation Area also includes a number of other buildings and structures that make
a positive contribution to the area and to the townscape but which do not feature on either the Statutory
or Local List. A selection of these is included in this section. It is one of the recommendations of this
Conservation Area Appraisal that an audit of these be undertaken as part of a wider review of the
Local List, in line with recently published English Heritage guidance.

7.6.3 Where buildings, structures, or features have not been specifically highlighted, it does not
necessarily follow that they are of no visual or historic value in the Conservation Area.

7.6.4 The statutory and locally listed buildings and structures detailed below are identified on Map
6. For ease of identification the map reference numbers have been included below.

Character Area 1: The western canal arm – GannowHouse toWestgate Bridge.

Canal Structures

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.5 West and East Portals of Gannow Tunnel

Two separate listings; both listed 29 September 1977.
These feature at either end of the 511 metre long tunnel, built 1796–1801 by Samuel Fletcher,
the canal engineer. Concave on plan, they are enriched with boldly decorative marks inscribed
by the mason. The tunnel was a major canal engineering success storey.
Condition: good.

7.6.6 Leeds and Liverpool Canal Boundary Marker above Gannow Tunnel

Listed 19 November 1997.
Located along the former footpath over the canal tunnel.
Condition: good but exposed to potential vandalism.

Housing

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.7 Gannow House and its former stable and coach-house, Gannow Lane

Two separate listings; both listed 2 July 1975.
Built c.1797 as the residence of the canal engineer, Samuel Fletcher. The stable and coach-house
were enlarged and altered c.1880 as the vicarage to the former Church of St John.
Condition: good.

Character Area 2: TheWeavers’ Triangle fromWestgate Bridge to Finsley Gate
Bridge.

Canal Related Structures

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.8 Canal Bridge, Sandygate

Listed 29 September 1977.
The oldest surviving, unaltered bridge within the Canalside Conservation Area, designed by the
canal engineer Samuel Fletcher, c.1796–1802; semi-elliptical arch.
Condition: good.

7.6.9 Walker Hey Footbridge
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Listed together with Trafalgar Mill (see below).
Built 1891–92 to give workers quicker access to the town centre.
Condition: good.

7.6.10 Canal Bridge, Manchester Road

Listed 19 November 1997
Public road bridge over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, built c.1796 and widened in the
mid-nineteenth century.
Condition: good.

7.6.11 North, Centre and South Warehouses, Burnley Wharf

Three separate listings: all listed 19 August 1997 and amended 19 November 1997.
Phased development. early to late nineteenth century, the latest part of this complex was
constructed in circa. 1890. The buildings form a group with the stable block, Wharfmaster’s
House, Toll House, boundary wall and gateways to the yard. North and Centre Warehouses
now partly converted to office use, South Warehouse and integral cottage to form the Inn on
the Wharf Public House.
Condition: good.

7.6.12 Stable Block, Burnley Wharf

Listed 9 January 1992
Built to serve draught horses at the Canal Wharf, c.1898, now an office and store. Red brick.
Condition: good.

7.6.13 Wharfmaster’s House and Toll Office, Manchester Road

Listed 19 July 1992
Built c.1878. Currently occupied by the Weavers Triangle Trust Visitors Centre.
Condition: good.

7.6.14 Canal Wharf boundary Wall and Gate Piers

Listed 9 January 1992
Dating from c.1800. Forms a group with the above mentioned buildings at Burnley Wharf. Two
massive gate piers in the yard were originally flanked by wrought iron gates. Gates have now
been removed.
Condition: good.

7.6.15 Finsley Wharf and Former Boatyard Warehouse

Listed 29 September 1997 and amended 19 November 1997

7.6.16 Forge

Listed 19 November 1997

7.6.17 Canal House (also known as Finsley House)

Listed 29 September 1997 and amended 19 November 1997,
These three properties form a group, associated with the former Finsley Boatyard and Wharf.
Condition: all derelict and poor.
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Local List

7.6.18 Canal Bridge, Westgate

Concrete construction in 1920s/1930s Art Deco Style. The bridge provides an important vantage
point for the Weavers’ Triangle. It contributes positively to the Conservation Area at canal level.
Condition: good.

7.6.19 Coal Chutes on canal wall, off Marlborough Street

Here, coal from Towneley Colliery was carried by ginney track and loaded on to boats.
Constructed in stone and iron.
Condition: poor.

7.6.20 Footbridge by Finsley Mill, off Finsley Gate

Attached to Finsley Mill
Condition: Poor

Industrial Buildings

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.21 Warehouse adjacent to Slater Terrace, Sandygate (see below under housing)

Listed 24 September 1990
Converted as an engine house to Sandygate Mill c.1860.
Condition: Improving. Urgent works and other improvements undertaken as part of theWeaver's
Triangle regeneration programme.

Canalside warehouse and attached former industrial building, Healey Wood Road at the junction with
Manchester Road

Two separate listings: both listed 19 November 1997. Both early to mid-nineteenth century.
Condition part good, part poor.

7.6.22 Victoria Mill, Trafalgar Street

Listed 3 June 1991
Built 1855 as a “throstle” Mill (throstle mills were built to accommodate spinning machine formerly
used to twist and wind fibres of cotton or wool continuously) enlarged 1889 as an integral four
storey spinning mill with adjoining, unusual, two-storeyed weaving shed. This building is a key
landmark within the Conservation Area.
Condition: Good. Urgent works undertaken. Building currently being converted to provide a
University Technical College.

7.6.23 Trafalgar Mill

Listed together with Walker Hey Footbridge (see above) 2 April 1991.
Original three storey cotton mill spinning mill, built 1846, enlarged and converted to an integrated
mill including weaving sheds 1867, further enlarged and heightened with the addition of the stair
tower in 1872. Now used for a variety of commercial and leisure uses.
Condition: good.
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7.6.24 Westgate: Belle Vue Mill

Listed 2 April 1991.
Former cotton weaving shed and warehouse, dated 1863.
Condition: poor.

7.6.25 Oak Mount Mill Engine House, Wiseman Street

Listed 6 October 1982 (also a Scheduled Monument)
Built c.1887 to serve the adjacent cotton mill. Forms a group with the associated mill chimney.
Condition: good.

7.6.26 Oak Mount Mill Chimney

Listed 6 October 1982
c.1867. A tapering cylindrical shaft over 37 metres high, and rated one of the finest surviving
chimneys in the area.
Condition: good.

Local List

7.6.27 Finsley Gate: Finsley Mill

Four storey mill, dating from 1829, with main range built 1866 with later extensions. It forms a
larger complex of canal side multi-storey mill buildings and is a key landmark. Together with
Healey Royd Mill, it contributes significantly to the appearance of the Conservation Area and
helps to frame the eastern end of the Weavers’ Triangle.
Condition: derelict and poor.

7.6.28 George Street Mill, Canalside Sheds and Newtown Steel Works.

The original complex formed the Burnley Iron Works, and included extensive premises for the
manufacture of textile machinery. The extensive weaving sheds, behind the curved wall that
encloses the canal tow path has recently been demolished. This complex occupies one of the
largest landholdings within the Conservation Area.
Condition: Newtown Works, good; George Street Works, weaving shed demolished, mill and
weaving shed walls remain derelict and poor.

7.6.29 Nos. 73–75 Hammerton Street

Sawmill and adjacent handloom weaver’s dwelling.
Condition: Fair

7.6.30 Whittaker and Clegg Chimney

Built c.1859 and originally 27 metres tall. It is an example of an early tall chimney. It is part of
the sawmill complex at 73-77 Hammerton street above.
Condition: Fair
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7.6.31 Moreplate Works

77 Hammerton Street, behind Mount Pleasant Chapel and Lava/Ignite.
Condition: Fair

7.6.32 Healey Royd Mill, Marlborough Street

Built c.1850; weaving shed recently demolished. It forms a larger complex of canal side
multi-storey mill buildings and is a key landmark. Together with Finsley Mill, it contributes
significantly to the appearance of the Conservation Area and helps to frame the eastern end of
the Weavers’ Triangle.
Condition: derelict and poor.

7.6.33 Sandygate Mill

Spinning mill and weaving shed built by George Slater 1858–59.
Condition:Fair.

7.6.34 Westgate Mill

Built 1886 as a cotton weaving shed.
Condition: fair

7.6.35 The Maltings, Sandygate

Built 1850 and 1890 to provide malt for the Bridge End Brewery.
Condition: fair

7.6.36 Square Stone Chimney, Stanley Street

Condition: poor

7.6.37 Waterloo Foundry, Trafalgar Street

Built 1883 – 85 as a machine engineering works.
Condition: fair

7.6.38 Thorneybank Mill

Built c.1860 as a spinning and weaving mill
Condition: fair

7.6.39 Oak Mount Mill, Wiseman Street

Condition: fair

Buildings that do not feature on either the Statutory or Local List
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7.6.40 Stanley Street/Canal: Print Works

Condition: fair

7.6.41 Park Mill

Built 1907
Largest floorplate of any buildings within the Conservation Area. Red brick used in external
construction.
Condition - Demolished in 2008

Housing

Statutory List: Grade II listed

7.6.42 Nos 72-74 Manchester Road

Listed 29 September 1977.
A pair of town houses, part of a row; now offices, c.1830–45.
Condition: fair.

7.6.43 Slater Terrace, Sandygate

Listed 29 September 1977 and amended 19 November 1997.
A highly unusual terrace of 11 former cottages over a warehouse, built c.1848–50 for the mill
owner George Slater. The upper residences were accessed by a continuous cast-iron balcony,
and there were small yards at the back. Converted c.1900 as a winding room for the adjacent
Sandygate Mill and now unoccupied.
Condition: Improving. Urgent works and other improvements recently undertaken. Part of wider
Weaver's Triangle regeneration programme.

7.6.44 Nos. 106-114 Westgate (Belle Vue Terrace)

Listed 2 April 1991
Terrace of five town houses built in two phases: nos. 106–112 before 1827, no. 114,
mid-nineteenth century. Condition good, but recent rehabilitation has led to the loss of some
historic joinery types and detailing, including at windows.

Local List

7.6.45 Accrington Road: No. 2

Condition: derelict and poor.

7.6.46 No. 83 Hammerton Street with Nos. 73-79 Manchester Road

Originally built as houses.
Condition: good.

7.6.47 Nos 81-83 Manchester Road

47

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



Fine pair of former town houses.
Condition good.

7.6.48 Nelson House, Nelson Square

One of the few surviving Regency period detached houses in Burnley, converted to a Masonic
Lodge in the twentieth century circa 1920s.
Built for the Holgates, who formed Burnley’s first bank, which eventually went bankrupt.
Condition: good, but marred by the addition of extensions and the loss of historic architectural
detailing, especially at windows.

7.6.49 Nos. 2–24 Nelson Square

These properties have group value with Nelson House on the opposite side of the road forming
an attractive historic streetscape.
Condition: generally good but marred by the unfortunate loss of historic architectural detailing,
especially at doors and windows.

7.6.50 Westgate

This street contains three terraces of fine examples of Victorian town houses. Many of the houses
contain some of their original ornamental detail.

7.6.51 Nos. 20–28 and 30–42 Westgate

Two terraces of modest mid-Victorian town house close to the town centre.
Condition: fair, and marred by the unfortunate loss of historic architectural detailing, especially
at doors and windows.

7.6.52 Nos. 56–86 Westgate

A terrace of 16 town houses built speculatively 1880-81.
Condition: fair, and marred by the unfortunate loss of historic architectural detailing, especially
at doors and windows.

7.6.53 No. 2 Wiseman Street

Condition: Fair

Buildings that do not feature on either the Statutory or Local List

7.6.54 39-43 Wiseman Street

3 early nineteenth century houses formally called Oak Mount. The doors and window surrounds
are classical architecture.

7.6.55 11 Stanley Street

Attractive colourful window edging and fenestration details. Architecturally interesting and
colourful building combining red brick with sandstone lintels and edging.
Condition Fair. Dominated by the Century Way flyover and overshadowed by Stanley Street car
parks.
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7.6.56 Hughes Street

Terraced housing
Condition: Fair, marred by the loss of original detail

7.6.57 Foot of Sandygate

Condition: Fair

Religious and Education

Statutory List: Grade II listed

7.6.58 Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Hammerton Street

Listed 29 September 1977.
Built c.1835 as a Methodist Chapel, altered c.1868–71 by the Baptist Society, with a Sunday
School added later.
Condition: fair.

7.6.59 Dexter Paints with attached railings

Listed 29 September 1977 and amended 19 November 1997.
Built 1840 as the Habergham Eaves Parochial School, with Tudor features; now a paint
warehouse.
Condition: fair.

Leisure

Statutory List: Grade II listed

7.6.60 Former Billiards Hall , Trafalgar Street

Listed 2 April 1991,
1910; designed by Samuel Keighley for Willie Holt. An early example of a specialised games
hall. Burnley’s best example of Art Nouveau architecture.
Condition: vacant and fair.

7.6.61 Former Plane Tree Public House, 4 Westgate

Listed 29 September 1977.
Built as a house and the residence of William Hopwood, cotton spinner and manufacturer;
remodelled as a public house 1895–97, when the Jacobean façade was constructed.
Condition; poor.

Local List

7.6.62 Neptune Street: Neptune House
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Dating from the late eighteenth century, this is the earliest public house in theWeavers’ Triangle.
It was named after the Roman God of the sea, showing its association with canal travellers. It
was previously called Neptune Inn.
Condition: fair

7.6.63 Trafalgar Street: Nelson Public House

Condition: fair.

7.6.64 Mitre Public House. Westgate Street (at the corner with Trafalgar Street) (Ref 66)

Former public house
Condition: derelict and poor

Buildings that do not feature on either the Statutory or Local List

7.6.65 Trafalgar Street: Waterloo Public House

Former public house, appears to be of similar merit to the Nelson Public House above which is
Locally Listed.
Condition: fair

7.6.66 Formerly Stork Hotel Westgate (now offices)

Condition: good.

Miscellaneous

Local List

7.6.67 Employment Exchange and Weights and Measures Office, Finsley Gate

Completed during Edward VIII’s brief reign and featuring his cipher and the date 1936 above
the entrance door.
Condition:good

Buildings that do not feature on either the Statutory or Local List

7.6.68 No. 76-78 Manchester Road

Currently occupied by offices.
Condition: good, although alterations have been made to the stone.

Character Area 3: The eastern canal arm from Finsley Gate Bridge to Colne
Road Bridge

Canal Structures

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.69 Aqueduct over the River Calder

Listed 19 November 1997

50

Canalside Conservation Area - Conservation Area Appraisal



Built 1795-96 by Robert Whitworth, engineer.
Condition: fair.

7.6.70 Sandy Holme Aqueduct, Thompson Park over River Brun

Listed 29 September 1977.
Condition: fair.

7.6.71 Canal Bridge, Colne Road

Listed 19 November 1997.
Public road bridge over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.
Built c.1790-96 by Robert Whitworth, engineer, widened c.1862–71.
Condition: good.

Local List

7.6.72 Burnley Canal Embankment

Also known of the “Straight Mile”. This represents a renowned piece of canal engineering.
Condition: Good

7.6.73 Aqueduct over Yorkshire Street

Originally constructed 1797, reconstructed as part of highway widening scheme in 1926.
Condition: Good

7.6.74 Ginney Track Pulley Block

Condition: fair

Industrial Buildings

Statutory List: all Grade II listed

7.6.75 Four Limekilns attached to Canal Embankment (off Yorkshire Street)

Listed 29 September 1977 and amended 19 November 1997.
Forming part of the retaining wall to the Burnley Embankment and built c.1796–1800.
Condition: Fair
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Picture 7.3 The four lime kilns in the early
1900s

Local List

7.6.76 Pair of Limekilns attached to Canal Embankment (off Chapel Street)

Condition: Fair

7.7 The contributionmade to the character of the area by the natural
environment and its biodiversity value
7.7.1 The canal acts as a landscape corridor, providing opportunities for wildlife movement and a
habitat for plants. The canal is designated as a Wildlife Link and Corridor under Policy E3 of the
Burnley Local Plan (adopted 2006). The plan does not permit new developments that will sever the
wildlife corridor or significantly detract from the function of the canal.

7.7.2 The tow path is an important link between the urban and rural sections of the town. Maintaining
the path in its entirety should be a priority to allow wildlife movement and encourage the dispersal of
plants and seeds. Maintaining and enhancing the tow path and canal links to its surroundings will
improve the overall quality of the environment.
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7.7.3 The Conservation Area is bounded by Thompson Park and less formal space around the
River Brun and Sandy Holme aqueduct. Maintaining these spaces will also improve the quality and
range of biodiversity within the Conservation Area.

7.7.4 The tow path is used for walking and cycling and there are sign points at intervals along the
canal setting out suggested walks.

7.8 Negative factors
7.8.1 Some significant elements of Burnley’s built industrial heritage, within the Canalside
Conservation Area are now in a critical state of decay. This affects the perception of their value, on
the part of visitors and residents alike.

Loss of historic buildings

7.8.2 The central part of the Conservation Area remains one of the finest surviving examples of the
nineteenth century industrial landscape in England. On the whole the area still contains most of its
original buildings and details, but there have been episodes of loss, most notably Clock Tower Mill
in 2004. Other losses have included the demolition of mill chimneys between 1930s and 1970s and
reduction in height of the few that remain. In the wider Conservation Area, the brick built locally listed
Park Mill at Leyland Road, has been demolished and redeveloped for new housing.

Loss of architectural detailing

7.8.3 Many buildings especially terraced houses have suffered the loss of key architectural features.
Although the effect of each individual loss is negligible the incremental unplanned change has had a
significant impact on the street scene and character of the Conservation Area.

7.8.4 Adjacent to the landscaped area between the canal and Cooper Street there is evidence that
coping stones have been forcibly removed from retained external walls of demolished premises.

Dereliction and Buildings at Risk

7.8.5 A large number of buildings are in a poor state of repair. Buildings display clear signs of
neglect with vegetation encroaching broken windows and disuse. The neglect and the relatively high
vacancy and dereliction rates are entirely detrimental to the area. Without any intervention many of
the buildings will continue to deteriorate and then require increased effort to stabilise and reconstruct
to prevent their ultimate loss. With the demise of the buildings both the townscape and cultural
heritage of the area will be irrevocably altered and lost.

7.8.6 The majority of these buildings are suffering from a conservation deficit, whereby it would
cost more to bring the buildings back into active use than the end value of the development. This
has placed several key landmark buildings at serious risk of losing their important architectural details
or more seriously collapsing.

7.8.7 Within the Weaver's Triangle a comprehensive programme of acquisitions, urgent works and
other improvements have been carried out to some of the area's key assets, and new uses, such as
the University Technical College in Victoria Mill, are helping to conserve and enhance the area's built
heritage.

7.8.8 The Leeds and Liverpool Canal survives in good condition and continues to be actively used
as a waterway. Similarly, many canal related structures, such as bridges and Gannow Tunnel are
maintained to navigation standard, although the former yard at Finsley Gate is currently derelict.
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7.8.9 Just to the north of Healey Royd Mill (the southern part of the Lambert Howarth complex)
there is evidence of collapse in sections of retaining wall along the offside (south) bank of the canal.
The remains of coal chutes can be seen in the canal wall alongside Healey Royd Mill. Here, coal
carried from Towneley Colliery by a ginney track was loaded onto boats.

7.8.10 A retaining wall has collapsed near the towpath adjacent to Ormerod Road, which , along
with other low quality boundary treatments in this locality gives this part of the Conservation Area an
unwelcoming 'backlands' feel.

Modern Interventions

7.8.11 Some of the more modern buildings within the Conservation Area detract from its character,
such as the car wash immediately adjacent to the Grade II listed Victoria Mill and the vacant depot
at the roundabout of Trafalgar Street/Centenary Way/Manchester Road (adjacent to the locally listed
terrace of Nelson Square). These premises are not consistent with the built environment of the
Conservation Area and do not preserve or enhance the character of the Conservation Area.

7.8.12 The area sandwiched between the Canalside and Palatine Conservation Areas, from Trafalgar
Street to the railway line, is highways dominated and, in the case of commercial uses, has been
developed in a piecemeal fashion that fails to respect the setting of either conservation area. What
heritage assets remain in this area are isolated, and dislocated from a wider context.

7.8.13 The site of the former Trafalgar Shed on Trafalgar Street is now occupied by a Renault
garage and petrol filling station. Whilst the site is outside the Conservation Area boundary, its built
form has an effect upon the character of the surrounding historic environment. In particular, the
treatment to the rear of the site consists of modern fencing fronting the canal which interrupts the
relatively continuous historic frontages of the canal corridor. The buildings on the site are of modern
design including lit company logos and canopies. They break the well-defined street frontage
established by the remaining mills (including Trafalgar Mill and Victoria Mill).

7.8.14 The industrial units and garages to Finsley Gate (to the south east of Centenary Way) do
not contribute to the area that sits on a lower level between the canal and the town centre.

7.8.15 Twentieth century highways development has resulted in major roads dissecting and encircling
the Conservation Area. This has caused the loss of original street patterns and affected access to
the Weaver’s Triangle area and canal tow path. Negative impacts also include the M65 dominating
views at the Western end of the Conservation Area beyond the Gannow Tunnel and Century Way
overshadowing historic buildings closer to the town centre.

Gap Sites

7.8.16 There are prominent examples of loss, most notably around the Sandygate Bridge core of
the Weavers Triangle. A 2 metre high wall has been retained to the car park behind Caledonia Mill,
which gives an impression of the building that formerly occupied the site and helps retain a sense of
the historic urban grain and street wall.

7.8.17 Following the demolition of the last remaining section of Clock Tower Mill (built in 1840) due
to its dangerous condition, this prominent and large site is currently being cleared. The site sits above
the steep slope of Sandygate to the junction with St James’ Street and the edge of the town centre.
Therefore it could provide a location for landmark, substantial development to replace that which has
been lost.

7.8.18 The former Sandygate Mill site is adjacent, and also offers potential.

7.8.19 The former Sainsbury's site near the straight mile is another significant gap site adjacent to
the Conservation Area boundary,
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7.8.20 Although these sites have the potential, they are currently vacant, used as a dumping ground
and often boarded up and would be dangerous to enter. The sites are difficult to maintain as many
of the worst vacant sites are in private ownership.

7.8.21 A large number of buildings are vacant and underused. This detracts from the overall
appearance of the Conservation Area. Many of these sites are boarded up with low quality hoarding
that detracts from the character of the Conservation Area in some instances.

The area has been used as a dumping ground for amongst other things, supermarket trolleys and
vehicle tyres.

7.9 Neutral areas
7.9.1 The car parks and grassed areas to the rear of the Lambert Howarth site (adjacent to
Marlborough Street) do not contribute to the merit of the Conservation Area. Whilst this open area
does not damage the industrial heritage character of the canal itself at this point, it does not provide
any enclosure or strong boundary to the area.

7.9.2 The urban form changes rapidly at the edges of the Conservation Area. To the south, between
Trafalgar Street and the railway there is a swathe of modern housing, a McDonald’s and a Kentucky
Fried Chicken (both with stone facing). The Centenary Way/Manchester Road roundabout does not
form a high quality gateway into the area.

7.9.3 The warehouse on Stanley Street presents an acceptable frontage to the canal and the Grade
II listed Healey Wood Road warehouse opposite, even though the local environment is dominated by
the twin traffic corridors of Centenary Way and Manchester Road.

7.9.4 In many locations a distinct change in character marks the boundary of the Conservation
Area. Palisade fencing runs continuously along Marlborough Street bordering the Lambert Howarth
site, which does not positively contribute to the character of the Conservation Area. The industrial
units to the south side of Marlborough Street are of neutral appearance.
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Community Involvement
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8 Community Involvement
8.1 This is the first consultation draft of the Conservation Area Appraisal. A public consultation
exercise will take place, which will involve the community and raise public awareness.

8.2 . Key consultees will be English Heritage, the Heritage Lottery Fund, local stakeholders including
the Weavers’ Triangle Working Group, Weavers Triangle Trust, Burnley Civic Trust, Councillors and
building owners.

8.3 One of the recommendations of this document is to continue with community engagement in
the future management of the conservation area, through education in the history of the buildings
and maintenance and development techniques that are in keeping with the area.
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The Setting of the Conservation Area
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9 The Setting of the Conservation Area
9.1 Although no formal boundary extensions are proposed in this appraisal, the following areas
contribute, or have the potential to contribute more strongly, to the setting of the Canalside
Conservation Area. Any proposals for development in the following areas should be sympathetic to
the Conservation Area and enhance its setting, as per guidance in the National Planning Policy
Framework. Map B7 shows the 5 areas in more detail

Option 1

Area 1:

The Renault garage on Trafalgar Street, which is of very different character to the surrounding
industrial buildings. Further development on, or comprehensive redevelopment of this area,
should take the opportunity to enhance the Conservation Area's setting.

Option 2

Area 2:

9.0.1 The Crown Court and adjacent buildings and car parks. This area contains Meadow Mill
which has a positive impact on the Conservation Area, being of similar construction to the
Canalside’s principal heritage assets.

Any proposals to redevelop this area should be done so sensitively, to tie in theWeaver’s Triangle
to the town centre with high- quality legible design and integrated public realm improvements.

Option 3

Area 3:

9.0.2 The immediate surroundings of FinsleyWharf, including the terraced housing at the
eastern end of Marlborough street . The character of the site is largely defined by the raised
ground to the south and east that creates the bowl effect. The terraces to the east and south
rise above theWharf and provide an extremely strong backdrop and boundary. Any redevelopment
of sites within this area would need to replicate the strong sense of enclosure created by the
existing terraced housing.
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Option 4

Area 4:

The area of land containing Susan Mill and its chimney. The mill and chimney are of considerable
merit, and a key element of the setting of the Conservation Area at this point. Any development
proposals for this area should respect and enhance the Conservation Area’s setting, and seek
to preserve and enhance Susan Mill and the chimney in accordance with national guidance on
non- designated heritage assets

Option 5

Possible Extension 5:

The area of land including Central Mill and its chimney, which is an important landmark to the
east of the canal. These buildings should be preserved and enhanced through the planning
system, and any redevelopment proposals should respect the Conservation Area's setting.
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10 Summary and Conclusions
Issues

10.1 Key conservation issues that are affecting the Canalside Conservation Area are:

Empty statutory and locally listed buildings, some in a poor state of repair, that are vacant, and
for which appropriate uses are hard to identify
A historic lack of investment in sustaining the future of the buildings and building structures has
caused the decline set out above.

Many of the properties are suffering from a “conservation deficit” to repair and bring the historic
buildings back in to use. This has resulted historically in a lack of private sector investment to
bring schemes forward .
The character of some terraced streets has been eroded by the cumulative effects of insensitive
alterations and development.
Gap sites have been created within and adjacent to the Conservation Area by the demolition of
buildings in the past. Lack of investment means they are often vacant derelict and overgrown.

Opportunities

10.2 The Weavers’ Triangle section of the Conservation Area is subject to a Townscape Heritage
Initiative (THI) supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). This fits into a wider urban regeneration
initiative focusing on realising the area’s potential as a unique and vibrant historic quarter. These
programmes are supported by the Council, English Heritage, and other private and public sector
partners and have a real potential to turn around the fortune of the area in conjunction with a
management strategy for the area.

10.2 Urgent works and other improvements have been undertaken for some of the Weavers
Triangle's key assets, and this investment is already yielding fruit through the University Technical
College development of Victoria Mill. Further new uses are planned which will breathe new life into
the area, and ensure that the built environment is conserved and enhanced in an appropriate manner.

10.2 Public realm improvements within the Weaver's Triangle, at Sandygate Square, and in the
wider area, such as the Ropewalks Community Garden adjacent to the Canalside Community Centre,
have enhanced the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

Recommendations

10.3 The Canalside Conservation Area, in particular Character Area 2 (The Weaver’s Triangle) is
in need of substantial regeneration. The first priority should be to protect the building from further
decline. This has already been achieved with a number of significant assets. Further work should
focus on buildings at risk and identify priorities for future investment based on available resources.

10.4 In order to preserve and enhance the character of the Canalside Conservation Area it is
recommended that the following actions are undertaken:

Places that contribute to the Area's setting should be identified in the Management Plan, and
managed appropriately through the planning process
A full review of the local list should be carried out. This should make recommendations regarding
buildings that should be added to or withdrawn from the list. This will be undertaken as part of
a wider review of the local list for Burnley.
A clear strategy for exercising statutory planning controls, including the use and geographical
scope of Article 4 Directions. This work will be undertaken in a comprehensive, Borough- wide
way as part of the heritage strategy of the Local Plan
Where necessary, planning, architectural and legal resources should be used to serve Urgent
Works Notices and Repair Notices to protect buildings at risk.
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Identify suitable conditions that should be attached to Conservation Area Consent and Listed
Building Consent e.g. negotiations with LPA, retention of key features on street/canal frontages.
This might include reinstating lost architectural features.
The Council's Annual Monitoring report should assess the effectiveness of the Management
Plan, and identify where heritage assets are likely to be at risk. As a general principle it is
desirable to retain all of the buildings which are identified as being of merit within the area. Of
the building types in the area, the weaving sheds are likely to prove to be the most difficult to
adapt to new viable uses. They are however a key part of Burnley’s history and tradition as a
weaving town.

Drawing on wider Green Infrastructure planning work, an audit of open space and wildlife in the
Conservation Area should be undertaken. This should identify any other opportunities for building
on existing recreational activities or introducing new activities, improving access and opportunities
for native planting.
Consideration should be given to improving education and training to ensure long term
commitment to conserving the areas historic and architectural assets.

Next Steps

10.5 This document and the accompanyingManagement Planmust be adopted as a Supplementary
Planning Documents (SPD) before they can carry weight as formal planning policy. This will be carried
out using the Council’s adoption procedures. This will involve consultation with the Council, with
national statutory bodies, stakeholder and local residents, owners and tenants.

10.7 Monitoring change in a Conservation Area is an important consideration. This document will
be reviewed and updated on a regular basis in line with Burnley Borough Council’s statutory
requirements.

Conclusions

10.8 The Canalside Conservation Area contains a fine collection of well preserved canalside
architecture and engineering features and is widely recognised as being one of the most important
historic industrial areas in England. Its value has increased as a result of the loss of other areas.

10.9 The Weavers’ Triangle played a fundamental role in Burnley’s industrial successes in the late
eighteenth century to early twentieth century. Despite the decline of the Conservation Area and
accompanying neglect, dilapidation and losses the area remains remarkably intact and retains
significant architectural reminders of this period and is an important part of the nation’s cultural heritage
and sense of national identity.

10.10 The area as a whole and many of its key buildings are suffering from severe dereliction,
neglect and decay. It is important that action is taken to secure the long term future of the area and
ensure that the important architectural and historic assets are not lost forever.

10.11 The appraisal has been drafted in the context of the current regeneration initiatives in the
Weaver’s Triangle (Character Area 2) in particular the Townscape Heritage Initiative and identifies
the features within the Canalside Conservation Area that are of special architectural or historic merit
and considered worth of special attention, protection and improvement.

10.12 The information set out in this Conservation Area Appraisal will inform the production of the
Conservation Area Management Plan. Once the Conservation Area Appraisal has been adopted it
will be used to inform development control decisions. It will also be used as a basis for future funding
applications to repair derelict properties, restore traditional features and other environmental works.
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Appendix A Contact details
A.1 For further information, or to comment on this draft document, please contact:

A.2 Gareth Fort
Regeneration & Planning Policy
Burnley Borough Council
1st Floor, Parker Lane Offices
Burnley
BB11 2DY
E-mail: ldf@burnley.gov.uk
Telephone: 01282 425011 ext 3307
www.burnley.gov.uk/planning
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Appendix B Maps
B.1 Conservation Area Boundary

 

Picture B.1 Canalside Conservation Area
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B.2 Burnley Town Centre in 1890

Picture B.2 The Conservation Area in 1890
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B.3 Burnley Town Centre in 1910

Picture B.3 The Conservation area in 1910
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B.4 Burnley Town Centre in 1930

B.5 Scheduled Monument, Statutory and Locally Listed Buildings

B.6 Views and Vistas

 

Picture B.4 Views, Vistas and Landmarks
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B.7 The Setting of the Conservation Area

 

Picture B.5 Areas highlighted in red are those which contribute, or have the potential to
contribute more strongly, to the setting of the Conservation Area
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B.8 Conservation Character Areas

 

Picture B.6 Character Areas
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