
Brun Valley Forest ParkBrun Valley Forest Park
exhibition in towneley Hall

Visit the wild aBout Burnley
Visit the wild aBout Burnley

Treecreeper
All year round

A small, very active bird that lives in trees. It 
has a long, slender, down curved bill which 
it uses to catch spiders and insects hiding 
under the bark.

There are around 200,000 pairs in the UK.

Tree bumblebee
March to July

A recent arrival to Burnley, first recorded 
in 2010. Often found nesting in  bird boxes. 
Easily identified with a reddy/brown head, 
black body and a white tail. The queen lays 
eggs in spring, these hatch into worker 
bees, which are all female. The workers bring 
nectar and pollen to the nest to feed the  
young bees. Sting-less males hatch during 
late spring and early summer, and mate with 
new queens. The new queens hibernate 
in autumn and winter, emerging the next 
spring to start a new generation of bees.

Holly
Mature trees can grow up to 15m and live for 
300 years. Leaves are dark green, glossy, 
oval and spiky. Leaves in the upper parts of 
the tree are usually smooth. The berries are 
a vital source of food for birds in winter, and 
are also eaten by small mammals such as 
wood mice and dormice. Holly wood is the 
whitest of all woods, and is heavy, hard and 
fine grained. It is commonly used to make 
walking sticks. 

Woodmouse
Mainly active at night, wood mice are good 
climbers, jumpers and swimmers. 
There is approximately one wood mouse for 
every two people in the UK. They have many 
predators, including foxes, cats and owls. 
Average life expectancy of just 12 months. 
Feeds on berries, nuts, seeds, caterpillars 
and worms. In the autumn they gather food 
stores of berries and seeds which is kept in 
underground burrows. 

TaWny oWl 
All year round

Tawny owls are nocturnal, heard calling at 
night, but much less often seen. Roosts 
during the day in woodland up against a 
tree trunk or among ivy. Look for pellets 
below roosting places. They eat small 
mammals, small birds, frogs, fish, insects and 
worms. The familiar ‘too-wit too-woo’ call 
is actually a male and female owl calling to 
each other - the female makes the ‘too-wit’ 
sound and the male answers with ‘too-woo’. 
Young tawny owls face a difficult time once 
they leave the nest, with two out of every 
three likely to die within their first year.

speckled Wood
April to October

Not seen in Pennine Lancashire before 
2000. Now found in woodland around the 
Brun Valley Forest Park where they feed 
on honeydew (aphid secretions) in the tree 
tops and are rarely seen feeding on flowers. 
The male speckled wood butterfly often
perches in sunny spots, waiting for a passing 
female, spiralling into the air to chase off a 
rival male and then returning to its perch.
The speckled wood butterfly is unique 
among the butterflies of the British Isles in
that it can winter either as a caterpillar or a 
pupa.

orange-Tip male and female
April to June

Males are unmistakeable; white butterflies 
with bright orange wing tips. Females 
are white with black wing tips. Both have 
mottled green underwings. Females lay 
single eggs on the underside of flower buds. 
The caterpillars are green and hard to spot. 
Orange-tip caterpillars are cannibals, they 
will eat each other if they are on the same 
plant. Caterpillars winter as a chrysalis. 
Adults emerge in April.

Jay
All year round

Shy woodland birds, more obvious in 
autumn when in search of acorns, beech 
mast and hazelnuts to bury for winter food. 
Jays are the most colourful members of 
the crow family. Listen for the screaming call 
which tells you a jay is about and watch for a 
bird flying between the trees with a flash of 
white on the rump.

HorseTail
April to October

Found in woodland clearings grows up to 
one metre tall. Horsetails are one of the 
oldest plant families in existence. They were 
around about 350 million years ago, even 
before dinosaurs roamed the earth.

broad-bodied cHaser
May to September

Emerges as an adult dragonfly in May 
after spending the first two years of its life 
underwater feeding on small fish, tadpoles 
and small insects. Males are blue and the 
females are yellow. Seen flying around 
bramble patches and the stream edges 
hunting for insects which they catch in mid 
air.

Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk

WilloW
Catkins appear in early spring. Once 
pollinated by the wind, catkins develop 
into woolly seeds. Most willows can also 
propagate themselves by lowering their 
branches to the ground, which then develop 
roots. Goat willow catkins are an important 
food source for bumblebees and moths  in 
early spring. Traditionally willows were used 
to relieve pain, and the painkiller Asprin is 
derived from salicin, found in the bark of all 
willow species. 

bramble
Bramble patches provide food and shelter 
for many species of insect. The white or 
pale pink flowers appear between May and 
September. The juicy black fruits, which
appear in late summer and early autumn, 
are eaten by birds and mammals. Provides 
safe nesting sites for birds and habitat for 
other small animals.
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planTain
Flowers April to September.

A rosette of dark green leaves that lie close 
to the ground. The flowers are on a narrow 
spike, giving the plant the alternative name 
of ‘rats’ tails’

common spoTTed orcHid
Flowers between June and August.

This is Britain’s most common orchid, 
growing up to 60cm high, and is found in 
many different habitats including woodland, 
roadside verges, hedgerows and meadows.

oak Tree
One of the longest lived native trees and 
supports an enormous range of insects.  
Grow to well over 30 metres and can live for 
1,000 years or more. Acorns grow in clusters 
and are an important source of food for 
many birds and small mammals, particularly 
jays and squirrels who cache away the 
acorns to eat later when food is scarce. 
Oaks lose their distinctive lobed and wavy 
leaves in winter. 

Harlequin ladybird
April to October.

A non native ladybird and they are eating 
our native British ladybirds. Research has 
shown that seven out of eight UK ladybird 
species studied had declined over five 
years following the arrival of the harlequin 
in 2004. The harlequin is now the second 
most commonly found ladybird species in 
the UK. Large numbers hibernate indoors 
and in wall cavities during cool winter 
weather.

goldfincH
Seen all year round. Look for them feeding 

on thistle seeds and insects in summer.
This area provides good habitat for 
goldfinch, with scattered bushes and trees 
and meadows with thistles, other seeding 
plants and plenty of insects. A colourful 
finch with a bright red face and yellow wing 
patch, they have a liquid twittering song and 
call. Their long, fine beaks allow them to get 
at seeds from thistles and teasels.

broWn HaWker
June to August.

A large dragonfly with obvious golden brown 
wings. Both males and females have strong 
yellow stripes on the sides of the body. 
feeding on small flies and midges found 
along the meadow, they catch their insect-
prey mid-air and can hover or fly backwards  
The adult dragonfly hatch in early summer 
after spending two to three  years 
underwater as larvae.  Adult dragonflies only 
live for about a month, just time to mate 
and lay eggs.

common frogHopper cuckoo spiT 
June to Sept.

The Common Froghopper to many of us 
is ‘cuckoo-spit’ which is found on plants 
during the spring and summer. In fact, it 
is  the young froghoppers which live in the 
protective frothy mass of bubbles. The adult 
is a champion jumper and is able to leap 
70cm into the air. Both adults and nymphs 
feed on plant sap using specialised, sucking 
mouthparts.

rosebay WilloWHerb
Flowers July to September.

Rosebay willowherb is found on waste 
ground, river sides and woodland glades 
and was known in London as bombweed for 
colonising WWII bomb craters. 

The tall spires of large pink flowers are an 
important source of nectar for bees and 
butterlies and the leaves that spiral the 
stem like a staircase around are eaten by 
the elephant hawk moth caterpillar. Look 
out for the caterpillars in late summer at the 
top of flowers.

HedgeHog
April to November.

When threatened they will roll into a 
tight ball, with the spines providing sharp 
protection from predators. Feeds on worms, 
slugs, frogs and even bird eggs. They have 
about 5000 spines. Each spine lasts about 
a year then drops out and a replacement 
grows. Hedgehogs hibernate through winter.  

House sparroW
All year round.

Feed on insects and seeds. Records show 
a severe decline in the UK house sparrow 
population, numbers dropping by over 75 
per cent. Some of the possible reasons 
are the loss of  available food, increased 
pollution and the loss of suitable nesting 
sites.

orange-Tip 
April to June.

Male Orange-tips have white wings with 
orange wing tips with a dark spot 
Females are white with black wing tips. Both 
the male and female have mottled pattern 
of yellow and black scales on underside 
of their wings. This provides excellent 
camouflage when the butterfly is at rest on 
plants with its wings closed. The caterpillars 
are cannibals, eating any other orange-tip 
caterpillars they  find on the  Cuckooflower 
plant on which they feed on.

rowley

robin
All year round.

Males and females look identical, young 
birds have no red breast and are spotted 
with golden brown. Robins sing nearly all 
year round. They are very territorial and are 
quick to drive away intruders. They will sing 
at night next to street lights.
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Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk
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sycamore
Mature trees grow to 35 metres and can 
live for 400 years. Sycamore is attractive to 
aphids which support their predators, such 
as ladybirds, hoverflies and birds. The flowers 
provide a good source of pollen and nectar 
to bees and other insects, and the seeds 
are eaten by birds and small mammals. The 
winged seeds are known as ‘helicopters’. 
Sycamores are  tolerant of pollution and are 
planted in towns and cities.

cinnabar
May to August.

The caterpillars of cinnabar moth are yellow 
with black hoops, feed in groups on ragwort 
and other related plants. 
Cinnabar moths fly very late at night, when 
they are attracted to light. They rest during 
the day in low vegetation and are easily 
disturbed.

Wood mouse
All year round.

They gather food stores of berries and 
seeds in the autumn, which are kept in 
underground burrows or sometimes in old 
birds’ nests. Mostly nocturnal. they have 
many predators, including foxes, cats, owls 
and birds of prey. To avoid being eaten  
wood mice make spectacular leaps and 
even shed the end of their tail if caught.

sToaT
All year round.

A small predator well adapted for hunting 
rats and rabbits. They easily kill adult rabbits 
that are much larger than themselves with 
a bite to the base of the skull. Stoats are 
active during the day and at night.  They 
have one litter of six to twelve kits a year.

greaT TiT
All year round.

The largest of the British tits, a common
woodland bird and a visitor to gardens and 
parks. Nests are made anywhere there is a 
hole, usually in a tree or box, but pipes and 
letter boxes have also been used. In winter, 
great tits flock together with other tits to 
roam the woodland looking for food.

Horse cHesTnuT and conker
Grows to a height of around 28m, and can 
live for up to 300 years. The flowers provide 
a rich source of nectar and pollen for 
insects, particularly bees. Once pollinated by 
insects, each flower develops into a glossy 
red-brown conker inside a spiky green husk, 
which falls in autumn. 

Every year on the second Sunday 
in October, Ashton Conker Club, in 
Northamptonshire, hosts the World Conker 
Championships. Thousands flock to the 
venue to watch as modern day gladiators 
fight for glory armed only with a nut and 12 
inch (30cms) of string.

long-eared baT
May to October.

Found in open deciduous woodland where it 
catches flies and moths in flight and also
plucks insects such as beetles, earwigs and 
spiders off leaves and bark. Small prey is
eaten in flight, but larger insects are taken 
to a perch. The ears of brown long-eared 
bats are nearly as long as the body. In winter 
it roosts in tunnels, trees and buildings. 
Hibernating at very cold temperatures, 
often just above freezing point. Can live for 
up to 30 years.

rosebay WilloWHerb
Flowers July to September.

Rosebay willowherb is found on waste 
ground, river sides and woodland glades 
and was known in London as bombweed for 
colonising WWII bomb craters. The tall spires 
of large pink flowers are an important source 
of nectar for bees and butterflies. 

asH
When fully grown can grow to a height of 35 
metres. The twigs are smooth with black, 
velvety buds. Ash coppices well, which 
traditionally provided wood for firewood and 
charcoal. Wood  also used in the production 
of music instruments such as electric 
guitars and drums.

bramble
Bramble patches provide food and shelter 
for many species of insect. The white or 
pale pink flowers appear between May and 
September. The juicy black fruits, which 
appear in late summer and early autumn, 
are eaten by birds and mammals. Provides 
safe nesting sites for birds and habitat for 
other small animals.

Wood anemone
March and May.

A pretty spring flower of woodlands, its 
white flowers bloom before the canopy 
becomes too dense. Low-growing, with 
deeply lobed leaves and a thin red stem.

widow Hill
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Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk

rosebay WilloWHerb
Woodmouse

Horse cHesTnuT

long-eared baT

sToaT

cinnabar moTH
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greaT TiT
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rosebay WilloWHerb and 
elepHanT HaWk moTH

Flowers July to September.
Rosebay willowherb is found on waste 
ground, river sides and woodland glades
and was known in London as bombweed for 
colonising WWII bomb craters.

The tall spires of large pink flowers are an 
important source of nectar for bees and
butterlies and the leaves that spiral the 
stem like a staircase around are eaten by
the elephant hawk moth caterpillar. Look 
out for the caterpillars in late summer at the
top of flowers.

greenfly
April  to October.

Settling in huge numbers on the leaves and 
sucking the sap and life, out of the plant. 
Feed by piercing the leaf of the host plant 
and sucking up the sap. Sap is mostly sugar, 
the excess sugar excreted by the greenfly as 
a sugary droplet called honeydew.  Female 
greenfly produce live young at a rate of  five 
per day. There are always plenty of greenfly 
for ladybirds to feast upon.

siskin
Mainly October to April.

A  colourful little bird with a forked tail.  Feed 
on  conifer, alder and birch seeds. They are 
quite acrobatic using their feet to bring 
hanging food into reach, also visit gardens to 
feed on  nuts in bird feeders. 

ringleT
June to August.

This butterfly is a recent arrival, first seen 
here in 2007 The small circles on the 
underwings, which give the butterfly its 
name, vary in number and size.

Brun Valley Forest Park provides an ideal 
habitat, with woodland rides and glades and 
damp grassland where grasses are lush and 
tall. Bramble is a favourite nectar source. 
Adults fly with a characteristic bobbing flight 
even in dull, cloudy conditions.

long-Tailed TiT
All year round.

Gather in excitable flocks in the winter 
flitting through the treetops and 
hedgerows and roosting huddled together 
along branches. Their nests expand to 
accommodate their growing chicks. They 
achieve this by weaving spider webs into the 
ball of feathers, moss and lichen. A larger 
nest can contain up to 2000 feathers. 

pussy WilloW
Catkins provide an important early source 
of pollen and nectar for bees and other 
insects.  Birds use goat willow to forage for 
caterpillars and other insects. Willows can 
propagate themselves by lowering their 
branches to the ground, which then develop 
roots. Traditionally willows were used to 
relieve pain, and the painkiller Asprin is 
derived from salicin, a compound found in 
the bark of all willows. 

ladybird and larva
March to October.

Adults winter in tree holes, under tree bark 
or under stones. Found anywhere there 
are aphids on plants. Seven-spot ladybirds 
are the gardener’s best friend as they 
are predators both as an adult and larva, 
devouring. more than 5,000 aphids during 
their year-long life

acorns
Acorns grow in clusters and are an 
important source of food for many birds 
and small mammals, particularly jays and 
squirrels who cache away the acorns to 
eat later when food is scarce. By the time 
an oak tree is 70 to 80 years old, it will be 
producing thousands of acorns.alder

The common alder grows to around 30 
meters and flowers February to March. 
Found in wet habitats near rivers, streams 
or lakes being able to withstand flooding and 
poor soils. Alders help to stabilise riverbanks 
and prevent soil erosion. The wood is used 
to make clogs and broom handles.

Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk

sycamore
Mature trees grow to 35 metres. Sycamore 
is attractive to aphids which support their 
predators, such as ladybirds, hoverflies and 
birds. The flowers provide a good source of 
pollen and nectar to bees and other insects, 
and the seeds are eaten by birds and small 
mammals. The winged seeds are known 
as ‘helicopters’. Sycamores are  tolerant of 
pollution and are planted in towns and cities.
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7-spoT ladybird larva
WilloW

ringleT

large elepHanT HaWk moTH caTerpillar
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sparroWHaWk
All year round.

Sparrowhawks have bright yellow long legs 
and long talons. Females are larger than 
males. Sparrowhawk numbers declined 
drastically as a result of pesticide use in the 
1970s but the population has now recovered 
and there may be as many as 35,000 pairs 
in the UK. 

frogs and spaWn
March to October.

Adult frogs emerge in early spring and 
head straight to a pond to breed.  Clumps 
of spawn  are laid in ponds anytime from 
March onwards. Four weeks later tadpoles 
hatch out.  They feed on algae and water 
fleas. They leave the water as tiny froglets, 
usually in early summer. Adults and tiny 
new froglets spend autumn preparing 
for hibernation feeding on insects, slugs 
and worms. Frogs close  their large eyes 
to enable them to swallow food which is  
pushed down when  their eyes are closed.

sTickleback
All year round.

Males build a nest on the bottom of the 
pond and once the female has laid eggs in 
the nest he chases off the female and stays 
and guards the nest until the eggs have 
hatched. About a 100 young leave the nest 
and the male continues to look after them 
for another week or more. The youngsters  
feed on water fleas and tiny worms and take 
about a year to develop into adults.

small TorToisesHell
April  to October.

A medium-sized, butterfly common in parks 
and gardens where it feeds on Buddleia and 
other flowers. It is on the wing throughout 
the warmer months, having several broods, 
and overwinters as an adult. The caterpillars 
feed on common nettle.

nuTHaTcH
All year round.

Has a short tail, large head and a 
woodpecker like bill. They climb up and 
down tree trunks, feeding on insects and 
nuts and seeds such as hazelnuts and 
beechmast.  Nests in holes in trees. The 
name nuthatch is derived from nut hacker, 
reflecting the bird’s method of opening up 
nuts by jamming them into a crevice then 
hammering at them.

grey squirrel
All year round.

Active during the day, foraging for food in 
trees and on the ground. In the autumn 
they spend time storing nuts to eat during 
the winter. A non-native species introduced 
to the UK in the 19th Century from North 
America. They out compete our native red 
squirrels for food. They also carry a deadly 
pox virus which does not affect them but 
kills reds. 

auTumn leaves
During the summer leaves use sunlight and 
air to make the tree’s food. In winter there 
is less sunlight, and the air grows colder. 
When these changes happen the leaves 
change colour putting on a fantastic display 
of autumn colours. The falling of the leaves 
helps the tree survive winter. When spring 
arrives bringing warm air and longer sunlight 
days, the tree will sprout new leaves and 
start growing.

daubenTon’s baT
May to September.

Daubenton’s bats catch flies just above the 
water, sometimes plucking the insect from 
the water surface with their feet. In the 
summer months the bats roost near water 
under bridges and holes in trees.

peacock buTTerfly
April  to October.

Found in woodland clearings. It is 
unmistakable, with red wings with black 
markings and distinctive eyespots on 
wings and can make a hissing sound to 
deter predators by rubbing its wings. 
The underside is almost black, perfect 
camouflage when the butterfly is at rest 
on a tree trunk, or whilst hibernating over 
winter. The caterpillars munch on nettles.

rabbiT
All year round.

Feed on herbs,  grasses and clover. In the 
winter months they eat twigs, bark and 
buds. They breed three to four times each 
year. Each pregnancy produces three to 
eight babies, called kits . After four to 
five weeks, a kit can care for itself. In 
two or three months it is ready to start 
a family of its own. Thumping their back 
legs sends a warning to others that 
there is a predator about.

HedgeHog
April  to November.

When threatened they will roll into a 
tight ball, with the spines providing sharp 
protection from predators. Feeds on worms, 
slugs, frogs and even bird eggs They have 
about 5000 spines, each spine lasts about 
a year then drops out and a replacement 
grows. Hedgehogs hibernate throughout 
winter.  
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When James Witham Thompson died in 
1920, he generously bestowed money to 
the Burnley corporation to build a park 
for the town’s residents. One day as he 

was travelling on the top deck of one of 
the town’s trams, he glanced over at the 
grounds here and thought they would 
make an excellent spot for a park. 

Opened in July 1930. His generosity and 
vision created a lasting asset for the town, 
which is now grade II listed in recognition 
of its significance. 

The Park has Green 
Flag status, the 
national standard for 
public parks.

auTumn leaves

frogs and spaWn

daubenTons baT

HedgeHog

grey squirrel

sTickleback sparroWHaWk

common frog

peacock buTTerfly

rabbiT

peacock buTTerfly caTerpillar

small TorToisesHell buTTerfly

tHomPson Park

nuTHaTcH
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Hazel and nuT
Leaves are oval, toothed edged and hairy 
with a  pointed tip. The yellow male catkins 
appear before the leaves and hang in 
clusters, from mid-February. The female 
flowers develop into oval nuts with a woody 
shell, which hang in groups of one to four. 
Hazelnuts are also eaten by woodpeckers, 
squirrels, jays and  small mammals. Hazel 
flowers provide early pollen as a food for 
bees.

buTTercup
A common wildflower which flowers early, 
providing early season nectar and pollen for 
visiting insects.

ink cap 
May to November.

Found in parks and gardens on stumps at 
the base of trees or where fallen timber 
has become buried under dead grass. 
Poisonous. A powerful mushroom; it has 
been known to burst through tarmac and 
even to lift the corners of paving stones.

cinnabar moTH  and ragWorT
May to August.

The caterpillars of cinnabar moth are 
yellow with black hoops, feeding in groups. 
The bright colours of the caterpillar warns 
predators that they are distasteful, a result 
of feeding on the poisonous ragwort plant. 
Adult cinnabar moths fly very late at night, 
when they are attracted to light. They rest 
during the day in low vegetation and are 
easily disturbed.

The bright yellow flowers of ragwort are also 
an important nectar source for butterflies, 
bees, moths and flies.

pied WagTail
Seen all year round.

A long-tailed black and white bird. Wagging 
its tail up and down, it can be seen dashing 
about over lawns in search of small insects. 
In winter gathers at dusk to form large 
roosts in Burnley town centre.

minnoW
All year round.

Found in the River Brun which runs through 
Bank Hall. A small fish 6-10cms long; lives 
in groups and feeds on algae and  insects. 
The minnow is an important food source 
for  larger fish such as  the brown trout.   
Minnows are a good indicator of the quality 
and oxygen content of streams and rivers.

sTarling
All year round.

Look black at a distance but when seen 
closer they are very glossy with a sheen of 
purples and greens. Their flight is fast and 
direct and they walk and run on the ground 
searching for insects and grubs in the soil. 
Noisy and spend a lot of the year in flocks. 

common spoTTed orcHid 
Flowers between June and August.

Britain’s most common, growing up to 
60cm tall. Found in many different habitats, 
including woodland, roadside verges, 
hedgerows and meadows.

lime
The leaves are dark green in colour and 
heart-shaped. The leaves are eaten by the 
caterpillars of many moth species. Aphids 
feeding on the leaves sap, provide a valuable 
source of food for birds and ladybirds. The 
flowers provide nectar and pollen for insects, 
particularly bees. Lime bark was traditionally 
used to make rope.

sand marTin
Summer migrant March - October.

Agile fliers, feeding mainly over water 
catching small insects. Migrates to Africa to 
spend the winter.

sWifT
April to August

A summer visitor, spends the winter in 
Africa. A superb flier, they even sleep on 
the wing. Look out for screaming parties of 
them flying at high speed above the nearby 
houses. Swifts are the last of the summer 
migrants to arrive and one of the first to 
leave in early August.

ladybird
Adults winter in tree holes, under tree bark 
or under stones. Found anywhere there 
are aphids on plants. Seven-spot ladybirds 
are the gardener’s best friend as they 
are predators both as an adult and larva, 
devouring more than 5,000 aphids during 
their year-long life.

meadoW broWn 
Middle of June to September.

Widespread and common, flying low over 
the vegetation and can be seen even in 
damp weather. Caterpillars feed on a wide 
range of meadow grasses while the adult 
butterfly feeds on the nectar of flowering 
plants including bramble, knapweed and 
ragwort. Adult butterflies live for about 5 – 12 
days, mating and laying eggs.

Illustrations - C
H

RIS SH
IELD

S A
rtist &

 W
ildlife Illustrator - w

w
w

.illustratedw
ildlife.com

D
esign - G

A
RY SM

A
LES - garysm

ales@
gm

ail.com
          Content ©

 Burnley Council 20
15

Once the location of Burnley’s biggest 
colliery, which included a dry dock for boat 
maintenance, a canal depot, two wharves, a 
separate branch of canal and a ginny track. 

The mine was closed by the Coal Board on the 
17th of April 1971 when 571 miners received their 
notice. 

Now the site of Bank Hall Park an urban habitat 
containing amenity grasslands, wildflower 
meadows, planted shrubberies and mature 
parkland trees.

common spoTTed orcHid

cinnabar moTH caTerpillar

7-spoT ladybird

cinnabar moTHsand marTin

ink cap

minnoW

Hazel leaves and nuT

sTarlings
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BrownsideBrun Valley Forest ParkBrun Valley Forest Park
exhibition in towneley Hall

Visit the wild aBout Burnley
Visit the wild aBout Burnley

kesTrel
All year round.

Look out for these birds hovering overhead, 
watching for any movement before 
swooping down to catch an unwary mouse 
or vole.

alder
The common alder grows to around 30m 
and flowers February to March. Found in 
wet habitats near rivers, streams or lakes 
being able to withstand flooding and poor 
soils. Alders help to stabilise riverbanks and 
prevent soil erosion. Alder wood was used to 
make clogs and broom handles.

goldfincH
Seen all year round.

Look for them feeding on thistle seeds and 
insects in summer. A colourful finch with a 
bright red face and yellow wing patch, they 
have a liquid twittering song and call. Their 
long, fine beaks allow them to get at seeds 
from thistles and teasels.

blackcap
Breeding birds arrive in April.

The male has a black cap, and the female 
a chestnut one. Feeding on  insects, such 
as caterpillars, flies and spiders from among 
the shrubs and trees. Spends the winter 
in Africa although some birds winter in 
England, feeding on fruit, and berries.

ringleT
June to August.

This butterfly is a recent arrival, first seen 
here in 2007.  The small circles on the 
underwings, which give the butterfly its 
name, vary in number and size. Brun Valley 
Forest Park provides an ideal habitat, with 
woodland rides, glades and damp grassland 
where grasses are lush and tall. Bramble is a 
favourite nectar source.

Adults fly with a characteristic bobbing flight 
even in dull, cloudy conditions.

souTHern marsH orcHid
Flowers May to June

Favours damp ground. A single plant was 
discovered in 2013 and will hopefully colonise 
the suitable areas of damp grassland.

The leaves are unmarked. The flowers vary 
in colour from dark pink to rosy purple. The 
flower lip is broad and is three lobed and 
often marked with small dots, speckles or 
dashes.

common sHreW
All year round.

A long pointed nose, tiny eyes and red 
teeth. Shrews must eat every 2-3 hours to 
survive, feeding on insects, earthworms and 
small slugs They do not hibernate and live 
for  around 12 months. Often found dead 
and abandoned by cats, due to  a liquid 
produced from glands on the skin  which is 
foul tasting. The number of shrews in Britain 
is around 41 million.

purple HairsTreak
June to August.

Found mostly in the canopy where the 
butterflies food source is honeydew. Seen 
mostly in the late afternoon of a warm 
summer’s day. The caterpillars feed on the 
leaves of the oak.oak

A large tree, grows up to 40m tall.
One of the longest lived native trees and 
supports an enormous range of insects. The 
acorns on Sessile oak have no stalk as the 
acorn cup grows directly on  the branch. 

yeW
Can reach 400 to 600 years of age. A  
yew tree in Wales is believed to be around 
4,000 years old. The fruit is eaten by birds 
such as the blackbird, mistle thrush, song 
thrush, fieldfare and small mammals such as 
squirrels. Traditionally the wood was used 
to make long bows and tool handles. One of 
the world’s oldest surviving wooden artifacts 
is a yew spear head, estimated to be about 
450,000 years old. Anti-cancer compounds 
are harvested from the foliage and used in 
modern medicine. All parts of the tree are 
poisonous.

mole
All year round.

Moles are industrious diggers and can 
create 20m of tunnel per day leaving 
behind mounds of earth on the surface 
as they dig their tunnels. Feeding mainly 
on earthworms. An 80g mole needs 50g 
of earthworms per day. Moles sometimes 
collect and store earthworms alive in special 
chambers. The stored worms are paralysed 
by a bite to the head (the moles saliva is 
poisonous). Lifespan 3 years.

red fox
Seen all year round.

Foxes are omnivores with a varied diet of 
small mammals, especially field voles and 
rabbits, which are the major source of food, 
with earthworms, beetles, fruit (particularly 
blackberries). Small birds and eggs are also 
eaten.

They hunt early morning and late 
evening. Females give birth to 4/5 
cubs and can live up to nine years.
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Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an extensive 

network of paths, managed woodland, 
wildlife meadows, wetlands and formal 
parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated by 
coal mines, brick works, clay pits, railway 
sidings and sewage works, which have 
been restored to nature over the last 

50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk

ringleT

oak leaves and acorns
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comma
April to October.

Comma butterflies hibernate over winter, 
the ragged edges and brown under-wing
colour hide hibernating adults amongst 
dead leaves. The caterpillars feed mostly on 
nettles and look like bird droppings flecked 
with brown and white markings. 

black-Headed gull
Chocolate-brown head in spring and 
summer. For the rest of the year it has 
a white head.  A quarrelsome noisy bird 
usually seen in small groups or flocks, often 
gathering into larger parties where there is 
plenty of food, or when they are roosting.

collared dove
All year round.

Since the UK’s first breeding collared doves 
were recorded in the mid-1950s, their 
numbers have sky-rocketed to make them 
one of the top ten most common garden 
birds. 

blue TiT
One of our most attractive and most 
recognisable bird. Feeds on insects, 
caterpillars, seeds and nuts. In winter, family 
flocks join up with other tits as they search 
for food. A garden with four or five blue tits 
at a feeder at any one time may be feeding 
20 or more different birds every day. 

rose/rose Hips
Dog-rose is a scrambling shrub, with sweet-
scented pink or white flowers that appear 
in June and July. In the autumn it produces 
bright red rosehips that are often eaten by 
birds and small mammals such as voles.

sTarling
All year round.

Look black at a distance but when seen 
closer they are very glossy with a sheen of 
purples and greens. Their flight is fast and 
direct and they walk and run on the ground 
searching for insects and grubs in the soil. 
Noisy and spend a lot of the year in flocks.

sWalloW
April to October.

Fast and agile, swallows spend most of their 
time on the wing, feeding on small insects.
Found in areas where there is a good supply 
of small insects, such as meadows and over
water. A summer migrant from Africa, 
a round trip of 10,000 miles every year, 
covering about 200 miles each day at 
speeds of 17-22 miles per hour. Migration 
is hazardous and many birds die from 
starvation and exhaustion, especially during 
bad weather.

bumblebee
February to October.

Bumblebees feed on pollen and nectar. The 
pollen provides them with proteins and the
nectar supplies them with sugar for energy. 
As they feed, they perform a vital role in
pollinating many plants and trees. Twenty- 
five species of bumblebee have been 
recorded in the UK. Bumblebees are social 
insects, and a nest, or colony may contain 
around 200 bees. Male bumblebees survive 
until late autumn and then die off with the 
onset of winter.

Mated queen bumblebees hibernate 
through the winter and emerge in February. 

peacock
April to October.

Found in woodland clearings. It is 
unmistakable, with red wings with black 
markings and distinctive eyespots on 
wings and can make a hissing sound to 
deter predators by rubbing its wings. 
The underside is almost black, perfect 
camouflage when the butterfly is at rest 
on a tree trunk, or whilst hibernating over 
winter. The caterpillars munch on nettles.

silver bircH
Grows up to 25m tall but is relatively short-
lived at 80 years. Traditionally used for 
carving utensils, bark was used for leather 
making and twigs were bound together to 
make brushes called besoms.

WaxWing
Waxwings are winter visitors from 
Scandanavia . Feeding on berries they soon 
strip a rowan, hawthorn or cotoneaster 
plants bare. Seeing one of these beautiful 
birds brightens up any dull winter’s day.
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creeping buTTercup
These are a common wildflower in these 
damp meadows, providing early-season 
nectar and pollen for visiting insects.

Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk

sTarlings

creeping buTTercup
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peacock buTTerfly

bumblebee
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HedgeHog
April to November.

When threatened they will roll into a 
tight ball, with the spines providing sharp 
protection from predators. Feeds on worms, 
slugs, frogs and even bird eggs They have 
about 5000 spines, each spine lasts about 
a year then drops out and a replacement 
grows. Hedgehogs hibernate throughout 
winter.  

House marTin
April to October.

A distinctive white rump with a forked 
tail, spends much of its time on the wing 
collecting insect prey. The bird’s mud nest 
is usually constructed below the eaves of 
buildings. They are summer migrants and 
spend their winters in Africa.

common HaWker
June to October.

Can be seen hunting along the canal side 
or surrounding grassland hunting for small 
insects and even smaller dragonflies. They 
are very agile flyers able to hover, glide and 
fly forwards ,sideways and backwards.

guelder rose
A small tree frequently planted along 
roadsides or in gardens and parks. The 
flowers appear in June and July and are 
followed by clusters of red berries. The 
red berries are a favourite winter food of 
blackbirds and thrushes.

garden spider
May to November.

They spin orb webs on bushes and in 
vegetation to catch flying insects. Waiting 
in the centre of the web to rush out and 
wrap any flying insects  trapped in the web 
in sticky silk. After mating, the female builds 
a silken cocoon to protect her eggs. The 
spiderlings hatch the following May.

rook
All year round.

Rooks are very sociable birds, and you’re 
not likely to see one on its own. They feed 
and roost in flocks in winter. Nesting in 
large groups called Rookeries. They feed 
on insects such as leatherjackets and 
earthworms but  they will also eat carrion, 
fruit and seeds.

roWan berries
Rowan is a small tree frequently planted 
in towns and gardens with creamy-white 
spring flowers and clusters of bright red 
autumn berries. The berries are a rich 
source of autumn food for birds, especially 
blackbirds and thrushes.
The colour red was considered to be the 
best colour for fighting evil, and so the 
rowan, with its bright red berries, has long 
been associated with magic and witchcraft.

sWifT
April to August.

A summer visitor spending the winter in 
Africa. A superb flier, even sleeping on the 
wing. Look out for screaming parties of 
them flying at high speed above the nearby 
houses. The last of the summer migrants to 
arrive and one of the first to leave in early 
august.

red fox
Seen all year round.

Foxes are omnivores with a varied diet 
of small mammals which  are their major 
source of food, especially field voles and 
rabbits. Earthworms, beetles, fruit, small 
birds and eggs are also eaten. They hunt 
early morning and late evening. They make 
dens in enlarged rabbit burrows. Females 
give birth to 4/5 cubs. Foxes can live up to 
nine years.

redWing
A winter migrant from Scandinavia. Its 
creamy stripe above the eye and orange-
red flank patches make it distinctive. They 
roam across the  parkland feeding on  snails, 
earthworms, berries and fruit.

silver bircH
Grows up to 25m tall but is relatively short-
lived at 80 years. Birch can withstand the 
wind, hard frosts and strong sunshine and 
are  valuable shelter from the weather for 
parkland animals. Traditionally used for 
carving utensils, bark was used for tanning 
and twigs were bound together to make 
brushes called besoms.

Wood pigeon
Seen all year round.

The UK’s largest and commonest pigeon, 
Its cooing call is a familiar sound as is the 
loud clatter of its wings when it flies away. 
The majority of young birds are likely to die 
within their first 12 months, but the record 
age for a ringed wild bird is over 16 years old.

House sparroW
All year round.

Feed on insects and seeds. Records show 
a severe decline in the UK house sparrow 
population, numbers dropping by over 75 
per cent. Some of the possible reasons 
are the loss of  available food, increased 
pollution and the loss of suitable nesting 
sites.

Brun Valley Forest Park is managed by 
Burnley Council and Lancashire County 
Council, in partnership with park friends 
groups and others. It provides an 

extensive network of paths, managed 
woodland, wildlife meadows, wetlands and 
formal parkland for the public to enjoy.

The Brun Valley was once dominated 
by coal mines, brick works, clay pits, 
railway sidings and sewage works, which 
have been restored to nature over the 

last 50 years and wildlife is returning in 
abundance. Enjoy your visit, please take 
your litter home with you and report any 
problems to greenspaces@burnley.gov.uk
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