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Heritage is all around us. We live our lives, whether consciously or not, against a 

rich backdrop formed by historic buildings, landscapes and other physical 

survivals of our past. But the historic environment is more than just a matter of 

material remains. It is central to how we see ourselves and to our identity as 

individuals, communities and as a nation. It is a physical record of what our 

country is, how it came to be, its successes and failures. It is a collective 

memory containing an infinity of stories. England’s history is a gradual 

accumulation of movement and arrivals, new stories attaching themselves to old. 

Urban and rural landscapes reflect this layering of experience and develop their 

own distinct characteristics. Building materials and styles can define and bind 

regions, localities and communities just as potently as ethnic background, dialect 

or sporting loyalties. Historic landscapes or iconic buildings can become a focus 

of community identity and pride and proclaim that identity and pride to the wider 

world. At a more local level a historic church or park can help define a 

neighbourhood and create a sense of local cohesion. Once lost, these defining 

features cannot be replaced. 

The Government’s statement: The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future  

(DCMS/DTLR 2001)
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oneintroduction

1.1.  Housing Market Renewal and Neighbourhood Action Plans (NAPS)

1.1.1. Housing Market Renewal is the Government’s new approach to tackling low housing 
demand and abandonment in the North of England and the Midlands. Nine sub-regional Market 
Restructuring Pathfinder Projects have been created to bring about market renewal and tackle 
associated high levels of crime and social exclusion. The East Lancashire Pathfinder includes parts 
of Blackburn, Hyndburn, Burnley, Pendle and Rossendale. 

1.1.2.  Within Burnley Borough Council’s Pathfinder ‘intervention area’ Neighbourhood Action 
Plans (NAPs)/Area Development Frameworks (ADFs) have been  prepared to guide the 
regeneration of the following priority areas, which are considered to be suffering from the worst 
deprivation and housing market failure:

 • Burnley Wood 
 • Daneshouse, Duke Bar and Stoneyholme
 • South West Burnley

1.1.3. The NAP areas represent a wide range of approaches used to meet the housing needs of 
the borough over the last 150 years. In particular, there is a predominance of pre-1919 terraced 
housing built to house the rapidly expanding population of Burnley during the Industrial 
Revolution. This type of property has experienced low demand and vacancy in the Pathfinder 
Intervention Area. Built at high densities with very little amenity space, close to the mills and 
factories that provided the main source of employment. It is considered that these dwellings were 
built for purposes that are no longer relevant to modern day housing expectations.

1.1.4. It is anticipated that housing clearance will form an essential part of housing market renewal 
schemes. There is concern amongst heritage bodies that extensive clearance of pre-1919 terraced 
housing, with little regard to the consideration of its historic merit, could radically alter Burnley’s 
distinctive industrial character.

1.2.  Heritage Appraisals 

1.2.1. The Importance of Heritage

Heritage encompasses not just buildings and streets but also gardens, parks, monuments, 
industrial complexes, waterways and roads, archaeological sites and open landscapes. It is 
estimated that only 5% of this resource is protected by statutory legislation. Our heritage also 
includes languages, stories, traditions and foods. An awareness of heritage gives people and 
places an identity and significance. It gives localities their distinctive character and marks their 
individuality as neighbourhoods and as part of the wider town.

1.2.2. The Purpose of Heritage Appraisals

Elements of Burnley’s historic environment are recognised as nationally or locally important and 
are protected by law through statutory designation such as Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas. However, the particular local historic character of a place is not always marked by any of 
these formal designations, even though it is appreciated and well known to local people. Heritage 
Appraisals are a method of recognising this special quality and are now becoming an established 
approach in Conservation Planning. 

1.2.3. Heritage Appraisals are being undertaken as part of the Neighbourhood Action Planning 
process to ensure that regeneration proposals are informed by a sound understanding of the 
heritage importance of the NAP areas and proper regard to their historic character and local 
distinctiveness. They will show how seemingly mundane, normal or everyday historic elements 
can contribute significantly to the overall quality and character of places or may be interesting in 
their own right. Opportunities to retain or enhance the local character will be identified through this 
process and will inform the production of urban design guides.

1.2.4. Heritage Appraisals offer an evaluation of heritage interest and characterisation of the NAP 
areas. This means understanding how the historical evolution of the NAP areas has shaped their 
present day character and distinctive qualities of the neighbourhoods. It is intended to use this 
understanding to guide regeneration proposals so that they acknowledge and build on that 
character. Heritage Appraisals recognise that change is desirable, but urges that it should respect, 
rather than detract from, the existing environment. 

1.2.5. Heritage Appraisals are a way of describing and understanding the NAP areas through 
providing an assessment of the elements, which give the neighbourhoods their distinctive 
character. These elements include, amongst others:

 • historical development and associations
 • pattern of street layouts and historic transport routes – canal, rail and road
 • activity and vitality of land-uses
 • building materials, styles and architectural detailing
 • quality and relationship of buildings
 • prominent landmarks, vistas and panoramas
 • setting and topography
 • trees, parks and open spaces

These elements may make a positive contribution or they may, in some instances, detract from the 
area. 

1.2.6. Heritage Appraisals will aim to:

• assess the origins and development of the NAP areas to provide a good 
 understanding of the historic environment of the neighbourhoods and its role in   
 modern life and local communities;

• define and evaluate the qualities which create the distinct character of the NAP   
 areas, their heritage resources and the contribution they make to the quality of the   
 townscape;

• identify opportunities to retain, strengthen and enhance local character and 
 identity; and

• inform the production of design guidance for the redevelopment and/or renovation   
 of the NAP areas that builds on strengthening distinctive local character and 
 identity.

This approach reflects the importance of local character in the definition of sense of place as 
emphasised in English Heritage’s policy statement The Power of Place (2001).
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twothe development of burnley
2.1. Physical Context

2.1.1. Location
Burnley is one of a number of closely neighbouring settlements, which lie along the valley of the 
River Calder and its tributaries. It is positioned on the western edge of the lower slopes of the 
Pennine Hills at the confluence of the River Calder and the River Brun. It was from the Brun that 
Burnley got its name, derived from Brun Lea, “the field near the Brun”. These rivers are now largely 
canalised and culverted through the built up areas of the town. 

 

2.1.2. Geology and Topography
The geology and topography of the area have influenced the development and character of 
Burnley through its climate, minerals, rivers and lines of communication. The underlying solid 
geology of the area consists of productive coal measures of the Carboniferous era, which 
contributed to the early industrial exploitation of the area. The drift cover consists primarily of 
Pennine drift with fine textured alluvium in the valley of the Calder. These are derived almost wholly 
from Carboniferous rocks and contain abundant sandstone and shale fragments. It is likely that 
locally quarried sandstone was the dominant building material from at least the sixteenth century.

2.1.3. Townscape
Burnley’s townscape and identity is inextricably linked to the major part it played in the textile 
revolution. A large part of Burnley’s Intervention Area was created (or in the case of the inner core 
redeveloped) during the Industrial Revolution. The rapid and concentrated development of Burnley 
during this period has created a rich and unique historic environment. The transport routes (rail, 
road and canal), warehouses, bridges, wharves, mills, weaving sheds and chimneys, housing, 
schools, shops and civic buildings associated with the industrial revolution still dominate Burnley’s 
townscape today providing a visual illustration of the connection between the past and the present.

2.2.  Historic Context

2.2.1. Burnley did not appear as a settlement until Saxon times when it was one of a group of 
hamlets or scattered farmsteads in the area.  By 1400, with a population of 600, Burnley ‘vil’ had 
become established and contained a church, a market and a fair and a fulling mill around St Peter’s 
Church area and the river Calder to the west.  Burnley gradually developed as a market town and 
by 1650, with a population of 1,500, was regarded at a national level as a small market town. At 
this time farming was the main industry and houses and cottages had been built in the hamlet and 
near some of the outlying farms.  Fields in the wider area were enclosed and owned or rented by 
townspeople.  Associated industries and trades developed to meet the needs of the growing town 
and woollen and linen cloth manufacturing were important industries in Burnley. The Church was 
the important centre of religion and local government.

2.2.2. Gradually the textile industry replaced agriculture and spinning and weaving in cottages 
became more important than work on the land.  Until the mid 18th Century the manufacture of 
woollens, worsteds and fustians took place mainly in workers’ homes.  After 1750 cotton 
manufacturing gradually replaced the woollen industry and the factory system, which involved the 
separation of home and work, developed.  Census returns for 1801 show Burnley’s population 
as 3,918 but at this time the town had expanded to the same plan and design as the handloom 
weavers’ cottages with some degree of simplistic comfort.

2.2.3. In comparison the first half of the 19th Century, when the population rose to 20,828 (1851), 
saw the unplanned development of back to back houses, cellar dwellings, and tenement houses 
crammed together within the core of the town from St Peter’s (Top O’th Town) to Westgate (Brig). 
Very few examples of back-to-back houses survive in Burnley today. These dwellings 
accommodated the families which arrived from far and near to earn a living in the mills and 
factories which were being developed.  At this time coal mining became more important and every 
trade and industry expanded to meet the needs of the expanding population. Living conditions for 
most people in these cramped and over crowded conditions were very poor with little, if any, 
sanitary provision and there was a recognition that improvements needed to be made. This 
resulted, together with national changes, in the gradual decline of the church’s responsibility in 
the government of the expanding and more complex town. The Improvement Act of 1846 “for 
better paving, lighting, cleansing, regulating and improving the town and for better supplying the 
inhabitants with gas and water” entrusted the government of the town to 60 Commissioners to be 
elected by the votes of ratepayers.

2.2.4. The town continued to expand in the second half of the 19th Century (97,043 population in 
1901) but it was a more regulated and planned expansion. Areas of land outside the development 
boundary of the town were made available for development and the houses were laid out in 
terraces with provision for sanitation and other amenities.  Burnley’s section of the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal had been completed in 1801, the East Lancashire Rail Line in 1848, and the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail Line in 1849. The canal had played a significant part in the 
development of industry in the first half of the 19th Century as a transport route for materials and 
a source of water. As the town continued to develop in the second half of the 19th Century the 
canal and rail transport corridors and the medieval footpath/road routes influenced the form of its 
development.

2.2.5. By the late nineteenth century, Burnley had secured a great majority of cotton 
operatives and associated industries, which were showing rapid growth and sophistication. The 
government of the town also progressed and in 1861 the Commissioners were replaced by the 
Burnley Town Council which was elected on a far more democratic basis than previously.  The 
Town Council  played a major role in the improvement, expansion and development of the town, 
initiating major schemes of public works. These included the provision of water and sanitation and 
symbolic gestures, such as the construction of town halls, churches, schools and hospitals. Public 
parks and squares are also significant features of this period.
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3.3 Architectural, Townscape &   
 Landscape Qualities

3.3.1. The area has a similar character to other NAP 
areas with its rows of stone built terraced houses 
which were constructed alongside factories in the 
second half of the nineteenth century to house the 
expanding workforce. However its size, position and 
setting, surrounded by open space on higher ground  
to the east, south and, to a lesser extent, the west 
and  a steeply sloping gradient down to lower Healey 
Wood/Burnley Wood to the north give the area a 
distinctive urban village character. Like other areas 
the main building material was local sandstone and 
welsh blue slate but, perhaps because the original 
house builder was a brick manufacturer, some of the 
terraces have been built with red brick rear walls and 
gables. Pavements and streets would have been 
surfaced with stone slabs and setts but, with the 
exception of a small section of Healey Wood Road to 
the north of Springhill Road (See Map F), these have 
now been replaced with concrete paving slabs and 
tarmac.  
  
3.3.2. Perhaps because of the smaller size of the community the range of non-residential 
buildings in the area was limited with only the weaving shed, the school and several 
terraced-end shops being constructed.

3.3.3. The layout of the streets including the weaving shed was planned as can be seen 
on the plan shown on the next page which is a copy of the plan submitted to the borough 
Council in 1881. The land was part of the Healey Laithe Estate and Healey Laithe Farm is 
shown on the plan, overlain by the proposed streets. Unlike some of the other areas, the 
layout was not restricted by ancient transport routes  but by the land form although the 
railway  line to the north and possibly the clay pit to the east created  additional 
barriers. An old trackway ran from lower Healey Wood Road along  the east of the area 
and  southwards to Lower Howarth Fold. A railway bridge had been constructed on 
Healey Wood Road to retain  this link (See Plan F Historic routes & key street patterns).  

threehealey wood appraisal
3.1. The Area

3.1.1. Healey Wood is a distinct area bounded to the north by the railway,  to the south 
and east by Major Open Space Areas and to the west by smaller open space areas and 
allotments (See Plan A).

3.2. Historic Development

3.2.1.  It is likely that the area was part of the medieval farmstead of Healey which 
Bennett  (I,p42) believes existed in the 11th Century and  states (1,p37) that the name 
Healey (Heley 1311, Helegh 1323) means  “high Field”.  Bennett also states (II, pp31&33)  
”by the 16th century the Whittaker family had acquired most of the Healey District” and 
“at Healey, in addition to the hall, there were more than eight cottages with folds, gardens, 
orchards and enclosures covering about 12 acres.”  Although Healey Hall was situated 
outside the Nap Area boundary (bounded by what is now Manchester Road, Clevelands 
Road, Hawthorne Road and Lansdowne Close) it seems likely that one of the cottages 
was situated within the Nap Area.  Merryweather’s Map of 1844 (survey 1841) shows 
Healey Cottage within the area, south of the proposed rail line to Todmorden.

3.2.2. The slow progression from agriculture to industry from the 17th to the beginning 
of the 19th century had no significant impact on the Healey Wood NAP area until 1849 
when the rail line to Todmorden was completed.  The first Ordnance Survey map of 1848 
(See Plan B) shows the railway and Healey Laithe Cottage. The only other transport route 
through  the area appears to be a track running along the line of Healey Wood Road,  
over the railway and southwards to Lower Howarth Fold. However, development of the 
lower Healey Wood area alongside the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, north of the railway 
had begun with the building of Healey Wood Mills (see Burnley Wood Heritage Appraisal).

3.2.3. In 1881 plans were submitted to the borough council for a weaving shed on 
Springhill Road and the layout of housing for building land at Healey Laithe Estate. The 
plan for the housing shows Healey Laithe Cottage as still in existence but to be cleared by 
the new housing. The weaving shed plans were submitted by The Spring Hill Shed 
Company Limited and the street layout plans by Messrs Berry and Smith, Brick 
Manufacturers.  Berry and Smith’s Brickworks, constructed some time after 1876, was 
sited on the northern side of the railway at the rear of lower Healey Wood Road and from 
these works a tramway passed underneath the railway to a clay pit at the rear of the 
present houses on Healey Wood Road (See Plans C & D). It is likely that the proposals for 
the shed and the housing were conceived jointly as both sets of plans show the two 
proposals.  Barretts 1883 Directory includes an entry for Berry and Smith and lists.
William Berry of Albert Terrace, Manchester Road and  David Smith of 12 Nelson Square.  
It seems likely that the street names Healey Wood Road and Laithe Street are derived 
from place names and that Berry Street was taken from the builder’s name. 

3.2.4. The terraced houses were constructed from 1881 to 1894, with an additional 
terrace, David Street in 1911 and 97-117 Berry Street in 1913 (See Plans C, D & E and 
3.3.5).

Above: Aerial View
Below: Healey Wood Road Railway Bridge
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3.3.4 With the exception of 
a short terrace of 7 houses on 
Springhill Road and the school, 
both aligned west to east, 
the houses were built in long 
terraced rows running north 
to south. Although the 1881 
proposed layout plan shows all 
the terraces of a similar length, 
the built terraces in the 
northern part of the area are 
longer than those to the south 
as can be seen in the aerial 
view  (page 6). The terraces 
followed the lie of the land 
which slopes downward from 
south to north, to take 
advantage of the natural slope 
for drainage  and sewerage 
systems.  This system of 
development allowed the 
maximum number of houses to 
be built at the lowest cost.

3.3.5. The rows of houses were then built one, or part 
of a  terrace, at a time as details were submitted to and 
approved by the borough council. The table opposite 
shows the names of the applicants  and the dates when 
details of individual blocks were submitted for the 
borough council’s permission. Although the blocks 
may not have been completed in this order, it does 
give some indication of development progress. Berry & 
Smith, the brick manufacturers from Marlborough Street 
appear to have developed most of the properties from 
1881 to 1887. Richard Bell, Builder, who lived in the 
area developed most of the later properties from 1889 
to 1894. David Street  and 97-117 Berry Street were 
not built until 1911 and 1913 respectively by Joseph 
Heap. These blocks were not included in the 1881 
layout plan and sit outside the compact 
rectangular form of the remainder of the area. It is not 
known whether other terraces were planned but 
numbering on David Street begins at 26, perhaps 
leaving the option of a further terrace to the north.

Overleaf: View of Area taken about 1895.

Year  Plan No.  Address   Developer

1881  2276   1-15 Berry Street  Berry & Smith
1881  2309   2-12 Berry  Street  Berry & Smith
1881  2276   45-55 Berry Street  Berry & Smith
1881  2308   2-32 Laithe Street     Berry & Smith
1882  2326   1-35 Laithe Street  Berry & Smith
1883  2609   56-90 Laithe Street  Berry & Smith
1883  2646   63-73 Healey Wood Rd William Berry
1886  2851   17-29 Berry St   Berry & Smith
1886  2894   31-43 Berry St            Berry & Smith
1886  2888   57-69Berry St            Berry & Smith
1886  2916   14-40 Berry St            Berry & Smith
1886  2928   1-13 Springhill Road  L & J Hargreaves,   
         Builder, Todmorden Rd
1886  2954   43-53 Laithe St  Berry & Smith
1886  2924   62-72 Healey Wood Rd Mrs. M Steel & 
         Mrs. M. Thornber
1886  2961   74-84 Healey Wood Rd J. Smith, Grocer, 
         17 Finsley Gate
1887  3027   69-79 Berry St   Berry & Smith
1887  3064   34-54 Laithe Street          Berry & Smith
1887  3051   75-85 Healey Wood Rd Chas Harris
1889  3478   42-48 Berry St   Berry & Smith
1889  3636   81-89 Laithe St  Richard Bell,Builder,   
         Laithe St.
1889  3628   87-105 Healey Wood Rd Richard Bell, Builder
1889  3473   86-92 Healey Wood Rd Richard Bell,Builder
1890  3780   98-116 Healey Wood Rd Richard Bell, Builder
1891  3972   55-79 Laithe St             Richard Bell,Builder
1892  4232   107-137 Healey Wood Rd Richard Bell, Builder
1893  4381   81-95  Berry St             Richard Bell,Builder
1894  4629   50-70 Berry St   Richard Bell, 
         Healey Wood Rd
1894  4615   118-144 Healey Wood Rd Richard Bell, 
         Healey Wood Rd
1911  7604   97-117 Berry St  Joseph Heap
1913  8148   26-48 David St   Joseph Heap

Likely Chronological Development of the Area

Layout of the Streets 1881

View from Healey Heights today
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healeywood
3.3.6. The houses are two storey, have a fairly balanced window to wall ratio and the 
windows and doors have a vertical emphasis which counters the horizontal nature of the 
rows of houses. The walls dominate from the street but from higher areas, the rows of 
blue slate roofs are a more dominant feature.

The houses on Berry Street and Spring Hill Road are garden fronted but, apart from 2-32 
and 1-23  Laithe Street all the other houses open directly onto the street. 

Except for 50-70 Berry St where the doorways are side by side, the houses have a 
rhythmic door – window, door – window arrangement at ground fl oor

2-14 and 3-17 Berry Street and 1-13 Springhill Road have bay windows to the ground 
fl oor.  Some of the blocks have double windows at ground fl oor level although many of 
the middle jambs have been removed as illustrated in the photograph above. Unusually 
1-13 Springhill Road and 97-117 Berry Street have double windows  at fi rst fl oor level, 
also illustrated opposite. The detailing of stone door and window lintels is simple although 
there are small variations and at  87-105 and 90 - 116 Healey Wood Road the upper and 
lower window and door lintels have a circular relief carving.  2-14 and 3-17 Berry Street 
have a stone sill band at fi rst fl oor level.

Two of the gables on the Healey Wood Road  properties (15 Springhill Rd & 2 Reservoir 
St) have carved stone name/date  plates -  Springhill Cottages and Healey View 
respectively. 

simple variations in lintel detailing

Stone name plates on gable ends
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Garden fronted properties on Berry Street & Laithe Street (far right)

Houses opening directly onto the street. Laithe Street (left), Healey Wood Road (right)      Doors side by side at 50-70 Berry Street

Bay windows & double fi rst fl oor 
windows. 1-13 Springhill Rd

Bay windows, arch headed windows & door 
openings & stone sill band. 3-17 Berry Streed

Double windows, Healey Wood Road Original 2 pane sliding sash windows   
with leaded glass. Note cellar window   
bricked up



3.3.7. Although the basic house size is similar throughout the 
area some of the houses provided additional accommodation 
to the rear with the addition of ‘outriggers’ as single storey 
sculleries, some with an additional bedroom at first floor 
above the scullery.  Some properties also provided an 
additional bedroom in an attic space and these properties 
can be identified by their roof lights. A number of the terraces 
were built with cellars and these can be identified by a 
window opening at ground level at the front of the property.

3.3.8. At the rear of the houses, required by Bye-Laws of the 
time, small back yards were enclosed by a 4-5’ wall and 
provided ash pit, toilet and drainage to the mains.  These 
facilities were a vast improvement on those which had 
existed prior to the 1854 Improvement Act in the older 
housing areas within the core of the town.

The illustrations opposite show a range of house types and 
the backyard arrangements.

3.3.9. Although there was not as wide a range of 
commercial and community buildings as in other larger 
neighbourhoods, a weaving shed and a school were built 
and some of the terraced blocks incorporated a corner shop.

Sculleries

2 storey brick outriggers

wStone 2 storey outriggers

Roof lights

Gable attic window

62 - 73 Healey Wood Road: no scullery outriggers 
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81 - 87 Laithe Street: lobbies & scullery outriggers

50 - 70 Berry Street: First Floor 
bedroom outriggers & attic  

bedrooms

3.3.10. Built at the same time as the early houses, by 
Springhill Shed Company Limited, the original plan for 
Springhill Shed (1881) shows a single storey weaving 
shed to the rear of a two-storey warehouse which adjoined 
Springhill Road  (See Plan F-Building of Heritage Value 
and Plans C D and E).  There were also engine and boiler 
houses with a 45 yard tall chimney at the rear, set back 
from the Springhill Road frontage, on  the western side 
of the weaving shed. The proposed front elevation of the 
warehouse building is shown below and shows the arch 
headed multi-pane windows and vertical-planked timber 
loading doors of the warehouse buildings of the time.

1881 plan of Springhill Shed Warehouse
frontage to Springhill Road,



The Library photograph of workers outside Springhill Shed in the 
1890’s shows that the two storey brick warehouse building had 
a slightly amended design with arch headed windows only at the 
two ends of the building but with stone sill and lintel bands 
running along the length of the building. The proposed warehouse 
also had vertical windows in the roof to give natural light in the loft 
space.  The typical ‘north light’ roof of the single storey weaving 
shed can still be seen from higher parts of Springhill Road and 
more clearly from higher back Berry Street although the glass 
has now been covered with refl ective aluminium material. The 
1881 plan shows the single storey weaving shed supported by 90 
evenly spaced metal columns and states that it is ‘to hold 1240 
looms’.  

Although the shed is not listed in Barretts 1883 Directory it is 
listed under the 1887 Directory under four separate ‘cotton 
manufacturers’:-

 
 • Holdsworth and Kenyon
 • Robert Walton
 • Septimus Whittaker
 • William Whitaker & Co

The weaving shed  was sited next to one of the streams which crossed the area and a mill pond/
reservoir was created to the south of the shed and is shown on the 1890,1910 and 1930 
Ordnance Survey Plans (See Plans C, D & E).  

3.3.11. The Education Act of 1870  aimed to provide free and 
compulsory education for all children and resulted in the 
establishment of the Burnley School Board in 1871.  
However, for a variety of reasons, the fi rst Board School (in 
Daneshouse) was not built until 1891 and the churches and 
chapels continued to provide schools for the expanding 
population.  Healey Wood School  (See Plan F – Building 
of Heritage Value) on Springhill Road between Healey Wood 
Road and Laithe Street  was one of these. The trustees 
of the area’s Parish Church, St Paul’s, which was on what 
is now a private car park on Saunder Bank (opposite the 
Health Centre) obtained permission for the school from the 
borough council in November 1882 and Bennett (IV p176) 
gives its date as 1884.  Several additions to the school were 
made by the Trustees until1897. The 1902 Education Act 
abolished the School Board and placed all schools, including 
the church schools, under the Education Committee of the 
borough council.

The illustrations (right) show the original Healey Wood Road 
frontage of the school and the school as it is to-day. The 
school retains its original character although the tall chimney 
and the bell tower have been removed. 

3.3.12. Although the area does not contain any freestanding 
purpose-built shops, some of the terraced housing blocks 
were built with a shop/dwelling at the end of the terrace.  
These shop properties were at 1 Berry Street and 90 Laithe 
Street and possibly at 55 Laithe Street.

Other houses were changed to shop/dwellings at a later date 
– 61 Berry Street (1892),  50 Berry Street (1895), 29 Laithe 
Street (date unknown) and 3 Berry Street (1920). The 
Burnley Co-operative Society which built many shops 
throughout Burnley during the nineteenth century created a 
shop at 55 Laithe Street/1 Reservoir Street in 1896.  
Unfortunately the fi le for this alteration has not been retained 
and it is not possible to say whether a house was converted 
to a shop or whether a shop was already in existence at this 
property.

View of north lightsbedrooms
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Springhill Shed to-day

Healey Wood School Plans

Healey Wood School

View from the Railway (1910) with the
school bell tower in the backgroundl

Original shop Berry St / Springhill Road

Springhill Shed about 1890



3.4 Changes and present character

3.4.1. The rows of terraced houses remain intact with only 
one end terraced property (63 Healey Wood Road) 
demolished in 2001because it had become derelict and, 
at the time, was considered uneconomic to refurbish. The 
area has not benefited from any area based housing renewal 
initiatives although individual houses have been improved 
by owners. Kitchen extensions have been built at the rear of 
houses, many of the houses have been stone painted in a 
range of colours and the rear brick elevations rendered and 
painted. More recently some of the properties have been 
stone cleaned, enhancing the original character of the area.  
A dormer extension has been built at the rear of a property 
on Laithe Street and is out of character with the original roof 
light attic windows which can be seen in the area (See Plan 
F- Unsympathetic development). 

3.4.2. During the second world war air raid shelters were 
built at the rear of many of the houses. They were built in 
brick with a thick concrete roof. Although some have been 
demolished or replaced with modern extensions, many 
remain. In 1941 British Celanese Limited, who occupied part 
of Springhill shed, obtained permission to construct 6 
air-raid shelters, each for 50 people within the eastern edge 
of the shed. The approved drawing states that “the 
reinforcement of shelter brickwork is to be carried out in 
accordance with Home Security Circular No290/1940” and 
the roof is shown as 8inch reinforced concrete.

3.4.3. The area has retained its essential character and 
compact form but, like many similar 19th Century housing 
areas, has suffered a loss of architectural detailing and from 
decline and lack of investment over the last two decades.  
Incidences of vacancy and abandonment appear to have 
varied over the years and the area has a mixture of well and 
poorly maintained properties creating a changeable and 
fragile housing market.  

3.4.4. One new detached property has been built (2000) on 
former allotment land opposite David Street. Although it has 
been built in sympathetic materials it is not in character with 
the terraced form of the area. (See Plan F-Unsympathetic 
Development)

3.4.5. The single storey weaving shed at Springhill Shed remains although the two storey 
warehouse building, engine and boiler houses  which fronted Springhill Road have been 
demolished (date unknown but prior to 1941) and a new rendered frontage created with 
parking and manoeuvring space in front of the building (See Plan F-Unsympathetic 
Development). A brick chimney remains although the top has been removed. The 
reservoir to the south of the shed has been filled and a car parking and manoeuvring area 
created.

3.3.13. As in other parts of Burnley, the tight  knit development of the terraced streets did 
not create opportunities for open space or greenery but, as now, the area was 
surrounded to the west, south and east by open countryside. Although much of this land 
may have been privately owned the 1890 Ordnance Survey Plan  (See Plan C) shows 
paths across these areas and what appears to be garden/allotment areas  to the west 
and east of the housing area. In addition, Healey Heights Recreation Ground, to the 
south, was the first of the borough council’s  recreation areas. Bennett (IV, p 37) states 
that the site was acquired in 1872.

3.3.14. The straight grid pattern of the streets and the slope of the land creates many  
views along the streets, southwards to Healey Heights, northwards to the town centre 
and beyond and to a lesser extent, eastwards to Howarth Fold  and westwards to the 
Clevelands Road housing area.

3.3.15. Because of the completeness of the original built form and its well documented 
development the Healey Wood NAP area has been identified as an Area of Heritage Value 
(See Plan F).
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Southwards to Healey Heights Southwards to Healey Heights

Northwards to the town centreNorthwards to the town centre

Eastwards to Howarth Fold

Westwards to Clevelands Road

Dormer, Laithe Street

Air-raid shelter

New detached dwelling-off David Street



3.4.6  As in many other areas, the corner shops have been  
affected by the development of supermarkets and only one 
shop now remains, on Laithe Street  in the former Co-op 
shop building. The other shops have been converted to 
dwellings.

3.4.7. The school, which has been under threat of closure 
for several years, has closed as part of Lancashire County 
Council’s restructuring plans for primary education.

3.4.8. Over the years much of the open space in and around 
the area has become public open space through land 
reclamation initiatives and some of these areas have been 
further improved and formalised recently. A ‘Doorstep Green’ 
has been created on former allotments between Evans 
Street and upper Berry Street with provision of a playground, 
sports pitch and additional tree planting. On a land-fi lled 
quarry at the rear of upper Healey Wood Road another play 
area has been created. Land to the south of  Spring Hill 
Shed has also been reclaimed and is now a pleasant green 
space.  Healey Heights, just outside the NAP boundary has 
also undergone improvements including substantial tree 
planting which is now maturing

3.4.9.  One signifi cant loss of character has been the replace-
ment  of stone setts and paving in the streets and back streets 
by tarmac and concrete paving slabs and the replacement of 
traditional cast iron lighting columns with concrete posts.  The 
only area where cobbles remain is at the junction of Spring 
Hill Road and Healey Wood Road, towards and on the railway 
bridge (See Plan F).

Former Co-op store, Laithe Street

Remaining stone setts Healey Wood Road
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Doorstep Green, Off Evans St. Football Area & toddlers playground

Play Area, rear Healey Wood Rd Landscaped area, south of Spring Hill Shed

Former Co-op store, Laithe Street



fourheritage and future regeneration

4.1.  The original plan form of Healey Wood remains largely intact but with some loss of 
architectural detailing.  One significant loss has been the demolition of the warehouse 
building at Springhill shed. A new detached dwelling has been built off David Street and 
does not respect the terraced form of the area. Unsympathetic changes are shown on 
Plan F-Heritage Appraisal.

4.2.  The area developed in response to the need for better living conditions and the 
expansion of the town as a consequence of the industrial revolution  and it has now 
become clear, two centuries later, that changes are necessary to improve  living 
conditions  for the 21st Century and beyond. Although Healey Wood does not suffer the 
same high levels of vacancy and dereliction as some of the larger NAP areas it has a 
fragile housing market. Well maintained and poorly maintained houses sit side by side with 
a variable number of vacant or abandoned properties pepper potted about the area.  

4.3.  It is vital that the heritage of the area is not lost as regeneration takes place and that 
the area’s distinctive character is respected and, whenever possible, enhanced. 
Interpreting and promoting heritage can be used as an important tool in the regeneration 
of an area to create a unique sense of place, engage local people and boost confidence 
and pride. This can be achieved by:

 • encouraging local schools and groups to carry out heritage studies and  
  projects
 • encouraging developers to consider heritage issues and incorporate them  
  into their proposals
 • re-introducing forgotten local neighbourhood names and traditions.

4.4. The challenge in regenerating the Healey Wood  Area is to create a sustainable 21st 
Century living environment which relates to the geography and history of the place and 
the lie of the land. Unlike other NAP areas there are no statutory or locally listed 
buildings, conservation areas, historic parks and gardens or tree preservations orders 
within or immediately bordering the area. However, several definitive footpaths lead from 
the area to the surrounding countryside to the south and east which is part of a Major 
Open Area identified in the Burnley Local Plan (See Plan A). Plan F summarises the 
findings of the appraisal identifying:-

 • Areas and buildings of local heritage value
 • Key routes and traditional street patterns
 • Views
 • Areas and buildings where unsympathetic changes have taken place

4.5.   The following guidelines aim to help all those involved in the regeneration process to 
meet this challenge:-

One:   Unlisted historic buildings and areas have an important role in the heritage and  
 townscape quality of the area.

Two:  If any clearance takes place it may give an opportunity to carry out 
 archaeological ground investigations prior to redevelopment.  All potential 
 redevelopment proposals should be discussed with Lancashire Records Office as  
 early as possible to assess any potential sites for investigation. 

       
In addition the following options must be considered:

 
 • Retaining building facades where structurally sound and economically  
  feasible 
 • Re-using stone, slate and other materials, including ornate stone door and 
  window surrounds
 • Incorporating historic features and name and date stones into new 
  buildings on site

Three:  Any new development must respect the form, materials and character of the area  
 and retain and re-establish traditional street patterns with traditional cobbled stone  
 surfaces where possible

Four:  Design Guidance for the Burnley Wood/Healey Wood area has been produced.

fiveplans
A      NAP Boundary and protected features
B       Extent of Urban Development 1844
C       Ordnance Survey Map 1890
D       Ordnance Survey Map  1910
E        Ordnance Survey Map 1930
F        Heritage Appraisal 
            

sixreferences
History of Burnley, Volumes I – IV   W.Bennett

Burnley     John Lowe,  Phillimore, 1985 

Lancashire Extensive Urban Survey: Burnley Archaeological
                 Assessment (Draft)  –  Egerton Lea Consultancy 2001 for 
                  Lancashire County Council

Barrett’s Directory of Burnley and District 1883 and1887

Archive Photographs    Lancashire County Library: Burnley Library

Merryweather’s Map of 1844  Lancashire County Library: Burnley Library
                                   

20  heritage appraisal heritage appraisal  21   






