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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Hapton

Description:   

The site comprises ancient semi-natural woodland situated along both sides of Castle Clough Brook.  The 
woodland is listed in the Lancashire Inventory of Ancient Woodland (Provisional) , (English Nature, 
1994).

In places ash is frequent with occasional wych elm and locally frequent alder.  The field layer includes 
enchanter’s-nightshade, opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, herb-robert, yellow pimpernel, wood-sorrel, 
bluebell, dog’s mercury, nipplewort, common figwort, red campion, wood speedwell, hairy-brome and hard fern. 
 Flushed areas support species such as meadowsweet, ragged-robin, marsh bedstraw and marsh thistle.  Along 
the eastern bank of the brook alder dominates over a sparse field layer.  Elsewhere in the wood pedunculate 
oak dominates with hazel, hawthorn and crab apple in the understorey.

Site Name: Shuttleworth Wood

Site Ref: 73SE08

Grid Ref: SD789325

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 3.82 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 June 1998

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd1)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Padiham
Ribble Valley Simonstone

Description:   

The site comprises plantation woodland on an ancient woodland site occupying a steeply sloping clough above 
Dean Brook. 

The wood is dominated by sycamore and beech with occasional horse-chestnut and some, probably natural, wych 
elm, ash, pedunculate oak, alder, hawthorn, hazel and bird cherry.  Rhododendron occurs frequently in the 
southern half of the wood, with occasional snowberry.  The ground flora is dominated by creeping soft-grass, 
with abundant bluebell.  Other species present include frequent dog’s mercury, enchanter’s nightshade, ivy, 
bracken and lady-fern and occasional common bistort and ramsons.  A number of other species characteristic 
of ancient woodland are present on the lower slopes near the brook.  These include wood anemone, 
opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, wood avens, hairy woodrush, yellow pimpernel and wood sorrel.  The upper 
slopes are species-poor.

Site Name: Lower Dean Wood

Site Ref: 73SE09

Grid Ref: SD781338

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 3.92 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 June 1998

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd2)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Hapton

Description:   

The site comprises a complex mosaic of habitats including neutral grassland, acid grassland, modified bog, 
flushes and scattered scrub and trees.  The M65 motorway, the Leeds/Liverpool Canal and the East Lancashire 
railway line dissect the site.

Neutral grassland is typically dominated by tufted hair-grass.  False oat-grass is also abundant, 
Yorkshire-fog is frequent and cock’s-foot, common bent and common couch are occasional.  Tall-herb species 
such as great willowherb, rosebay willowherb and common nettle are often abundant or locally dominant.  
Species-rich areas support plants including greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, common bistort, ragged-robin, 
common knapweed, common spotted-orchid, lesser spearwort, meadow crane’s-bill, meadow vetchling, great 
burnet, goat’s-beard, zigzag clover and glaucous sedge.

Acid grassland tends to be dominated by wavy hair-grass, with mat-grass co-dominant in places.  Tormentil, 
sheep’s-fescue, creeping soft-grass and common sedge are also present.  This dry grassland grades into 
marshy grassland with the following species: purple moor-grass, soft-rush, sharp-flowered rush, common 
cottongrass, hare’s-tail cottongrass, marsh thistle, heather and heath-rush.

Small, species-rich flushes are associated with the wetter areas of Pollard Moor in the south of the site.  
Plants occurring here include tufted hair-grass, Yorkshire-fog, hammer sedge, hard rush, soft-rush, 
sneezewort, ragged-robin, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, common knapweed, common spotted-orchid, devil’s-bit 
scabious, selfheal, meadowsweet, glaucous sedge and carnation sedge.

There is frequent hawthorn, elder, grey willow and goat willow; occasional downy birch, pedunculate oak and 
bramble; and rare sycamore, holly and alder.  Isolated specimens of whitebeam and gorse occur.

Site Name: Pollard Moor, Hapton Common and Bently Wood Green

Site Ref: 73SE13

Grid Ref: SD794323

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 20.77 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 February 2001

Private

Other Information/Comments:

The site includes sections of two areas of common land, namely Hapton Common (CL No. 14) and Pollard Moor (CL 
No. 109).  North West Water laid a pipeline across the site in recent years.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Habitat Mosaics (Hm3)

10 October 2014Page 1 of 1
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Cliviger

Description:   

The site comprises sloping ground to the south of Broughton’s Wood, Cliviger.  The lower slopes support 
species-rich grassland.

Grassland on the lower slopes supports a variety of flowering plants and grasses, including Common and 
Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Pignut, Bitter Vetch, Eyebright, Field Wood-rush, Autumn Hawkbit and 
Devil’s-bit Scabious.   Flushing (water moving down the slope) creates extensive areas of wet habitat and as 
a result sedges such as Carnation and Common Sedge are abundant over much of the field. Drier banks support 
a more acidic flora, with species such as Mat-grass, Tormentil and Heath Bedstraw.  Trees (Oak, Ash, Alder 
and Rowan) occur in the north-east of the field below Broughton’s Wood

The more gently sloping ground in the south-east of the site has been agriculturally improved and as a 
result is of less botanical interest.

Site Name: Broughton's Pasture

Site Ref: 82NE06

Grid Ref: SD872290

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 1.96 Date written/last updated:

01 January 2006

21 November 2011

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Lowland Meadows, Lowland Dry Acid Grassland and Lowland Fens are Priority Habitats in the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Grassland (Gr3)

10 October 2014Page 1 of 1
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Cliviger

Description:   

The site comprises south-west facing banking sloping down to the A646 on the edge of a large field situated 
just north of Cliviger. The banking supports species-rich grassland.

The sward is mainly neutral in character with small patches of more acidic grassland where the soil is 
thinner. The upper slopes are more herb rich with grasses becoming dominant towards the bottom of the 
banking.

Grasses present across the site include abundant Common Bent, Sweet Vernal-grass, Yorkshire-fog and Red 
Fescue, and occasional to locally frequent Quaking-grass, Cock's-foot, Creeping Soft-grass, Perennial 
Rye-grass and Crested Dog's-tail. Additional grasses present include Heath-grass, Tufted Hair-grass, False 
Oat-grass, Wavy Hair-grass, Mat-grass and Meadow Foxtail.  Other flowering plants present include occasional 
to locally frequent Common Bird's-foot-trefoil, Red Clover, Tormentil, Pignut, Field Wood-rush, Ribwort 
Plantain, Eyebright, Common Sorrel and Meadow Vetchling.  Other plants of interest include Rough Hawkbit, 
Harebell, Devil's-bit Scabious, Mouse-ear Hawkweed, Selfheal, Heath Bedstraw, Sheep's-sorrel, Cat's-ear, 
Lesser Stitchwort, Lady's-mantle, Common Knapweed, Glaucous Sedge, Zig-zag Clover and Spring 
Sedge.

Hawthorn scrub is scattered across the site.

Site Name: Low Side Banking

Site Ref: 82NE09

Grid Ref: SD868296

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 0.9 Date written/last updated:

21 November 2011

07 December 2011

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Lowland Meadows is a Priority Habitat in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Grassland (Gr3)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Burnley
Pendle Reedley Hallows

Description:   

The site comprises species-rich grassland situated along the western side of the Leeds/Liverpool 
canal.

The western section of the site supports flushed neutral grassland with hawthorn scrub and scattered 
pedunculate oak.  The grassland sward is dominated by common bent, creeping bent, sweet vernal-grass, 
Yorkshire-fog and creeping buttercup, with common knapweed, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, selfheal, 
devil’s-bit scabious, meadow vetchling, sneezewort, common spotted-orchid, autumn hawkbit, meadowsweet, wild 
angelica, bugle and glaucous sedge.

Grassland in the eastern section has a similar composition, with additional species including pignut, 
cat’s-ear, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, bluebell, mouse-ear hawkweed and quaking-grass.

Site Name: Barden Lane Fields

Site Ref: 83NW10

Grid Ref: SD840352

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 2.81 Date written/last updated:

01 January 1996

01 March 2003

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Grassland (Gr3)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Burnley
Pendle Brierfield, Reedley Hallows

Description:   

The site comprises a section of the Leeds/Liverpool canal, running from Old Hall Street in the south to 
Junction 12 of the M65 in the north.  Aquatic and marginal vegetation is present in the canal itself, and 
the towpath and banks support a range of habitats, including species-rich grassland, tall-herb vegetation 
and scrub.

A rather sparse aquatic flora includes Common Duckweed, Ivy-Leaved Duckweed, Fennel Pondweed and Perfoliate 
Pondweed.  Marginal vegetation includes species such as Gipsywort, Reed Sweet-grass, Marsh Horsetail, Reed 
Canary-grass, Meadowsweet, Water Mint, Marsh Woundwort, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Yellow Iris, Wild Angelica 
and Soft-rush.

Grassland tends to be dominated by grasses such as False Oat-grass, Yorkshire-fog and Cock’s-foot, with Red 
Fescue, Crested Dog’s-tail, sweet Vernal-grass and Yellow Oat-grass.  Other plants present include Meadow 
Vetchling, Herb-robert, Meadow and Creeping Buttercup, Hedge Woundwort, Sneezewort, Common Knapweed, Tufted 
Vetch, Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Common Spotted-orchid, Tormentil, Eyebright, Zigzag Clover, Cat’s-ear, 
Oxeye Daisy, Bush Vetch, Broad-leaved Willowherb and Creeping Cinquefoil.

Lady-fern and Male-fern occur occasionally amidst the grassland, whilst other ferns such as Wall-rue and 
Maidenhair spleenwort are found on the mortared joints of walls.  There are also stands of tall-herb 
vegetation with Rosebay Willlowherb, Common Nettle and Cleavers.

Scattered scrub is present with Osier, Goat Willow, Rusty Willow, Hawthorn, Ash, Elder, Blackthorn, 
Dog-rose, Sycamore, Bramble, Wych Elm, Downy Birch and Alder.

Site Name: Leeds/Liverpool Canal Section, Old Hall Street to M65 Junction 12

Site Ref: 83NW11

Grid Ref: SD841352

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 12.04 Date written/last updated:

21 November 1997

25 February 2014

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Artificial Habitats (Ar1)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Briercliffe, Worsthorne-with-Hurstwood

Description:   

The site comprises an extensive mosaic of habitats situated along approximately 3.5km of the Rivers Don and 
Brun.  Included are areas of species-rich grassland, flushes, broad-leaved woodland and scrub.  Some of the 
woodland is ancient, semi-natural in character. 

Goit Wood and Scrogg’s Wood in the north-west of the site support semi-natural woodland and scrub.  Downy 
birch dominates, accompanied by abundant pedunculate oak, sycamore and alder.  Rowan, hawthorn and hazel are 
frequent and wych elm, bird cherry, ash and sessile oak are occasional.  The ground flora is dominated by 
creeping soft-grass, with frequent bluebell, wood-sorrel, lady-fern, broad buckler-fern and bramble.  
Flushed areas support species such as opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, giant horsetail, marsh hawk’s-beard, 
meadowsweet and marsh-marigold.  The remains of an old mill stream (The Goit) on the edge of Goit Wood flows 
into a fishing pond used as a breeding site by common toad.  Land to the north-west, above the wood,  
supports a diverse mixture of planted and natural scrub over species-rich grassland.  Scrub includes 
willows, hawthorn, rowan, hazel, ash, blackthorn, pedunculate oak, common alder and grey alder.  Ground 
flora species include meadow crane’s-bill, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, selfheal, common spotted-orchid, 
perforate St. John’s-wort, zigzag clover, marsh woundwort, meadowsweet and glaucous sedge.

On the south side of the River Brun, Ridge Wood is a semi-natural woodland dominated by alder and ash, with 
 downy birch, rowan and sycamore.  The ground layer supports abundant creeping soft-grass and broad 
buckler-fern, and frequent bluebell, wood-sorrel, bramble and butterbur.  Other species present include 
dog’s mercury, opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, meadowsweet and giant horsetail. To the west and east of  
Ridge Wood there is planted scrub of varying age and composition.  On the lower slopes the planted scrub 
merges with semi-natural scrub, including hawthorn, goat willow and grey willow.  Open areas support acid 
and neutral, flushed grassland with species such as meadowsweet, wild angelica, selfheal and common 
spotted-orchid.  

The central and eastern sections of the site support substantial areas of species-rich, neutral grassland 
(with scattered scrub).  Sweet vernal-grass, common bent, crested dog’s-tail and Yorkshire-fog tend to 
dominate, accompanied by plants such as cat’s-ear, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, selfheal, sneezewort, common 
knapweed, autumn hawkbit, bitter-vetch, wild strawberry, devil’s-bit scabious, yellow rattle, eyebright and 
great burnet.  Flushed areas contain species such as reed canary-grass, rushes, great willowherb, 
marsh-marigold, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, ragged-robin, marsh violet and common valerian.  More acidic 
grassland occurs in places with mat-grass, wavy hair-grass and sheep’s-fescue.  A diverse range of scrub 
species occur, including alder, hawthorn, blackthorn, pedunculate oak, grey willow, crack willow, ash and 
rowan.  

A very rich ground flora is found in woodland in a deep gully to the south-west of Cockden and at 
Runklehurst Wood (to the east of Musty Haulgh).  Species present include bluebell, red campion, sanicle, 
hairy woodrush, common dog-violet, wood-sorrel, enchanter’s-nightshade , yellow pimpernel, water avens and 
wood sage.

Site Name: River Don - Brun Valley

Site Ref: 83SE01

Grid Ref: SD859335

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 57.41 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 June 1998

Private
Public
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83SE01 River Don - Brun Valley

Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Briercliffe, Worsthorne-with-Hurstwood

Description:   

The site comprises an extensive mosaic of habitats situated along approximately 3.5km of the Rivers Don and 
Brun.  Included are areas of species-rich grassland, flushes, broad-leaved woodland and scrub.  Some of the 
woodland is ancient, semi-natural in character. 

Goit Wood and Scrogg’s Wood in the north-west of the site support semi-natural woodland and scrub.  Downy 
birch dominates, accompanied by abundant pedunculate oak, sycamore and alder.  Rowan, hawthorn and hazel are 
frequent and wych elm, bird cherry, ash and sessile oak are occasional.  The ground flora is dominated by 
creeping soft-grass, with frequent bluebell, wood-sorrel, lady-fern, broad buckler-fern and bramble.  
Flushed areas support species such as opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, giant horsetail, marsh hawk’s-beard, 
meadowsweet and marsh-marigold.  The remains of an old mill stream (The Goit) on the edge of Goit Wood flows 
into a fishing pond used as a breeding site by common toad.  Land to the north-west, above the wood,  
supports a diverse mixture of planted and natural scrub over species-rich grassland.  Scrub includes 
willows, hawthorn, rowan, hazel, ash, blackthorn, pedunculate oak, common alder and grey alder.  Ground 
flora species include meadow crane’s-bill, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, selfheal, common spotted-orchid, 
perforate St. John’s-wort, zigzag clover, marsh woundwort, meadowsweet and glaucous sedge.

On the south side of the River Brun, Ridge Wood is a semi-natural woodland dominated by alder and ash, with 
 downy birch, rowan and sycamore.  The ground layer supports abundant creeping soft-grass and broad 
buckler-fern, and frequent bluebell, wood-sorrel, bramble and butterbur.  Other species present include 
dog’s mercury, opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, meadowsweet and giant horsetail. To the west and east of  
Ridge Wood there is planted scrub of varying age and composition.  On the lower slopes the planted scrub 
merges with semi-natural scrub, including hawthorn, goat willow and grey willow.  Open areas support acid 
and neutral, flushed grassland with species such as meadowsweet, wild angelica, selfheal and common 
spotted-orchid.  

The central and eastern sections of the site support substantial areas of species-rich, neutral grassland 
(with scattered scrub).  Sweet vernal-grass, common bent, crested dog’s-tail and Yorkshire-fog tend to 
dominate, accompanied by plants such as cat’s-ear, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, selfheal, sneezewort, common 
knapweed, autumn hawkbit, bitter-vetch, wild strawberry, devil’s-bit scabious, yellow rattle, eyebright and 
great burnet.  Flushed areas contain species such as reed canary-grass, rushes, great willowherb, 
marsh-marigold, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, ragged-robin, marsh violet and common valerian.  More acidic 
grassland occurs in places with mat-grass, wavy hair-grass and sheep’s-fescue.  A diverse range of scrub 
species occur, including alder, hawthorn, blackthorn, pedunculate oak, grey willow, crack willow, ash and 
rowan.  

A very rich ground flora is found in woodland in a deep gully to the south-west of Cockden and at 
Runklehurst Wood (to the east of Musty Haulgh).  Species present include bluebell, red campion, sanicle, 
hairy woodrush, common dog-violet, wood-sorrel, enchanter’s-nightshade , yellow pimpernel, water avens and 
wood sage.

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd2)

Grassland (Gr3)

Habitat Mosaics (Hm3)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Briercliffe

Description:   

The site comprises an area of land to the east of the Michelin Tyre Factory and adjacent industrial units.  
Of particular interest is a pond with a seasonally fluctuating water level and associated areas of swamp, 
grassland and scrub. 

The amphibians present include breeding great crested newts with smooth newts and common toad.  The pond 
supports an assemblage of breeding dragonflies and damselflies - the regionally scarce emerald damselfly as 
well as common hawker and common darter dragonflies and azure, blue-tailed and large red damselflies.

The open water has abundant bog pondweed and common duckweed, occasional broad-leaved pondweed and common 
stonewort.  The swampy areas beside the pond and elsewhere on the site are dominated by bulrush and common 
spike-rush with hard rush around the margins.  Other frequent species include jointed rush, toad rush, 
greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, tufted forget-me-not, lesser spearwort, cuckoo-flower, glaucous sedge, marsh 
willowherb, common marsh-bedstraw and occasional sneezewort, common yellow sedge, great willowherb, hoary 
willowherb, branched bur-reed, bog mosses (Sphagnum) and narrow buckler-fern, an uncommon plant in 
East Lancashire.

The grasslands and disturbed ground around the pond and swampy areas includes species such as tufted 
hair-grass, Timothy, Yorkshire fog, yarrow, common spotted-orchid, common knapweed, creeping thistle, curled 
dock, creeping buttercup, field horsetail, white clover and zig-zag clover. 

The adjacent scrub consists of self-sown grey willow, goat willow and silver birch with planted sycamore, 
grey alder, ash, crack willow and white willow.

Butterfly species include green-veined white, small heath, meadow brown, small copper, large skipper and 
small skipper.

Site Name: Michelin Factory and Smallshaw Industrial Estate Grounds

Site Ref: 83SE02

Grid Ref: SD859339

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 5.14 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 March 2001

Private
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83SE02 Michelin Factory and Smallshaw Industrial Estate Grounds

Other Information/Comments:

The site adjoins BHS 83SE01 River Don - Brun Valley Biological Heritage Site.Great crested newt is a European 
Protected Species.  It is protected under UK law by the Conservation (Natural Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994 and 
also by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  This means it is illegal to kill, injure, disturb or interfere 
with young or adult newts, their eggs or tadpoles.  It is also illegal to damage or destroy the places where they live, 
including their ponds and places where they hibernate.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Amphibians (Am1a)?

Dragonflies and Damselflies (Od4)?
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Burnley, Cliviger

Description:   

The site comprises a pond and surrounding habitat in the grounds of Towneley Park.  The site supports a 
notable assemblage of dragonflies and damselflies and four species of amphibians.  

The following dragonflies and damselflies breed at the site: brown hawker, common hawker, common darter, 
large red damselfly, blue-tailed damselfly, common blue damselfly and azure damselfly.  Good numbers of 
common frog, common toad, palmate newt and smooth newt breed in the pond.

Good marginal vegetation fringes the open water.  Stands of reedmace, water horsetail or reed canary-grass 
dominate, accompanied by plants such as water forget-me-not, brooklime, yellow iris, water mint and floating 
sweet-grass.  Tall herb/damp grassland adjacent to the pond supports the following species:  tufted 
hair-grass, marsh bedstraw, lesser spearwort, wild angelica, soft-rush, marsh marigold, greater 
bird’s-foot-trefoil, meadow vetchling, rosebay willowherb and common nettle.  Drier grassland is present on 
higher ground and the sward here includes crested dog’s-tail, cock’s-foot, red fescue, meadow foxtail, 
Yorkshire-fog, meadow buttercup and common sorrel.  Scattered trees and scrub are present, including 
pedunculate oak, alder, ash, rowan, sycamore, poplars, birch, willow, hazel, elder and hawthorn.  A number 
of black poplar trees are present in the north-east of the site.

Site Name: Deer Pond

Site Ref: 83SE03

Grid Ref: SD860313

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 1.35 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 September 1999

Public
Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Amphibians (Am3b)

Dragonflies and Damselflies (Od5)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Cliviger

Description:   

The site comprises two adjacent woodlands - Ormerod Wood and Gin Wood - situated on gently sloping ground 
along the southern side of the River Brun, to the west of Hurstwood.  Although trees have been planted, the 
woodland ground flora is ancient, semi-natural in character.

The canopy is dominated by sycamore, with occasional oak, rowan, wych elm, lime and beech and rare Scot’s 
pine and horse-chestnut.  Hawthorn, hazel and elder form the understorey, with rhododendron locally 
dominant. The ground flora includes wood anemone, ramsons, enchanter’s-nightshade, wood-sorrel, bluebell, 
herb-robert, dog’s mercury, red campion, great wood-rush, hairy-brome, wood avens, wood horsetail, bramble, 
yellow pimpernel, giant bellflower, lady-fern and broad buckler-fern.  Bracken dominates locally.  Flushed 
ground supports plants such as opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, marsh-marigold, brooklime and giant 
horsetail and a calcified spring is present within the woodland.  In the more sandy, acidic soils in the far 
west of the site, downy birch occurs and by the river common alder and occasional bird cherry are found.  
Several exotic species occur along the river margins, including monkeyflower, pink purslane and pick-a-back 
plant.

The site also includes an area of land between the woods, which supports a mosaic of tall-herb vegetation 
and grassland.  Species present include rosebay willowherb, great willowherb, meadowsweet, tufted 
hair-grass, creeping soft-grass, marsh thistle, common marsh-bedstraw and hairy sedge.

Site Name: Ormerod and Gin Woods

Site Ref: 83SE04

Grid Ref: SD877315

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 9.02 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 March 1999

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd2)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Briercliffe, Worsthorne-with-Hurstwood

Description:   

The site comprises semi-natural, ancient woodland occupying sloping ground on the northern side of Swinden 
Water.  The wood is listed in the Lancashire Inventory of Ancient Woodland (Provisional), (English 
Nature, 1994).  The site also includes a small section of land on the southern side of Swinden Water which 
supports a series of flushes.

Over much of the site birch and oak dominate the canopy, accompanied by ash.  The understorey, which is 
sparse in parts, comprises hazel, holly, rowan and whitebeam.  The field layer includes bluebell, 
wood-sorrel, dog’s-mercury and lady-fern, with species such as meadowsweet, marsh-marigold, marsh 
hawk’s-beard, remote sedge and wood horsetail on damper ground.  Alongside Swinden Water alder dominates, 
with guelder-rose and goat willow also present.  The ground layer includes marsh-marigold, meadowsweet, reed 
canary-grass, nipplewort, great horsetail, wood avens, dog’s mercury, butterbur and giant fescue.  

At the western end of the site, on the southern side of Swinden Water, a series of flushes are present 
where the steep slopes have subsided.  Plants occurring here include marsh bedstraw, herb-robert, soft-rush, 
jointed rush, wood horsetail, mat-grass, common sedge, hairy sedge and bog moss (Sphagnum sp).  Scrub 
and trees are colonising this area.  Indian balsam is present.

Site Name: Houghton Hag

Site Ref: 83SE05

Grid Ref: SD870332

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 11.62 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 January 2005

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Site boundary amended 01/05.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd1)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Hapton

Description:   

The site comprises a mosaic of habitats, including open water, marginal vegetation, grassland, tall-herb 
vegetation, swamp, scrub and woodland.

The southern section of the site comprises an area of open water with dense willow scrub.  Stands of reed 
sweet-grass and bulrush are present.  Higher ground to the west of the waterbody supports neutral grassland 
with scattered scrub.  The following grassland species occur:  crested dog’s-tail, sweet vernal-grass, 
Yorkshire-fog, meadow vetchling, selfheal, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, common knapweed, common 
spotted-orchid, soft-rush and hard rush.  Tall-herb vegetation is locally dominant.

A fast-flowing stream connects the southern waterbody to a larger area of water to the north.  The 
streamsides supports neutral grassland, scrub and young woodland comprising alder, ash, hawthorn and 
elder.

The northern section of the site comprises a small fishing lake.   Marginal vegetation around the lake is 
dominated by reed sweet-grass, yellow iris and bulrush, with other species including soft-rush, hard rush, 
wild angelica, gipsywort, water mint and hemlock water-dropwort.  Neutral grassland adjacent to the 
waterbody supports species including false oat-grass, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, common knapweed, common 
spotted-orchid and blue-eyed grass.  Land along the south-western side of the lake has been planted with 
alder and birch.  To the south-east of the lake there is an area of swamp with reed sweet-grass, reed 
canary-grass, Indian balsam, meadowsweet and rosebay willowherb.

The site provides a valuable habitat for birds.  The following species have been recorded: little and great 
crested grebe, tufted duck, teal, grey heron, mute swan, lapwing, snipe, redshank, meadow pipit, redwing, 
sedge warbler, willow warbler and moorhen.

Site Name: Lower House Lodges

Site Ref: 83SW02

Grid Ref: SD807325

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 7.67 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 June 1998

Private

Other Information/Comments:

The site formerly supported lodges that have been subject to drainage and used for landfill.

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Artificial Habitats (Ar1)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Burnley

Description:   

The site comprises land alongside the Preston-Colne railway line which has been modified by landraising at 
some time prior to the 1939?45 war.  It now carries a series of unimproved grasslands, tall herb and scrub 
communities.

The east?facing slopes support a mosaic of tall ruderal herbs, such as rosebay willowherb, and acid 
grassland and a small amount of heather.

The top of the mound is generally level; it supports species?rich neutral grassland.  The southern half of 
the site is presently grazed by tethered ponies; the northern half is unmanaged.  Great burnet is abundant, 
with frequent Lady's? mantle (Alchemilla glabra), meadow vetchling and common knapweed together with a 
range of other grassland species including:  adder's?tongue fern, field wood?rush, glaucous sedge, bistort, 
selfheal, ribwort plantain and autumn hawkbit.  Taller grasses such as false oat?grass and cocksfoot are 
present in the unmanaged area.

There are a series of shallow depressions in the central area of the mound.  Here the vegetation is adapted 
to the damper conditions and species such as sneezewort, great willowherb, tufted hair?grass, hairy sedge 
and a number of rush species are present.

The species?rich grassland communities present are believed to resemble the species?rich agricultural 
grasslands that existed in this area prior to the last war but have now disappeared due to agricultural 
improvement.

The presence of meadow brown and small tortoiseshell butterflies and 5?spot burnet moth suggests that the 
site may also support a range of other grassland invertebrates.

Hawthorn and willow are scattered thinly over the site.

Site Name: Oswald Street

Site Ref: 83SW04

Grid Ref: SD839339

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 2.76 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 June 1999

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Grassland (Gr3)

Artificial Habitats (Ar1)
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Districts: Parishes:
Burnley Burnley
Pendle Reedley Hallows

Description:   

The site comprises broad-leaved woodland on the steep slopes above Pendle Water.  The woodland ground flora 
is ancient, semi-natural in character.

The canopy is dominated by sycamore, accompanied by frequent ash, oak and beech and rare horse-chestnut.  
Alder is locally frequent by the river.  The understorey comprises hawthorn, elder, holly, rowan, wych elm 
and bird cherry.  Saplings of sycamore, ash and beech are common.  On the upper slope the ground flora is 
dominated by bramble, creeping soft-grass and tufted hair-grass, with bluebell, wood-sorrel, wood anemone, 
red campion, hedge woundwort, wood avens and rosebay willowherb.  The lower slope and areas of flat ground 
by the river support ramsons, herb-robert, wild angelica, marsh hawk’s-beard, enchanter’s-nightshade, 
opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, lady-fern, broad buckler-fern and hairy-brome.  Indian balsam is present 
along the river’s edge.

Site Name: Heald Wood

Site Ref: 83SW06

Grid Ref: SD836348

Approved:

Owner/Occupier:

Area (ha): 2.65 Date written/last updated:

01 September 1993

01 July 1997

Private

Other Information/Comments:

Guideline(s) for Site Selection:

Woodland and Scrub (Wd2)
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