
BURNLEY’S  
LOCAL PLAN:  
ISSUES AND OPTIONS
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How to find out more
Your views are important to us, but we recognise 
that the planning system is not always easy to 
understand. The policy and environment team is 
available to help guide you through the process. 
There will be a number of opportunities to meet 
planning officers face-to-face at a series of 
drop-in sessions:

Monday 17th February,  
11am – 2pm and 4.30pm – 6pm 
Linkbridge Community Centre, Swinless Street

Tuesday 18th February,  
11am – 2pm and 4.30pm – 6pm 
Pop Up Shop, 4 Burnley Road, Padiham 

Wednesday 19th February,  
11am – 2pm and 4.30pm – 6pm 
Howard Street Community Centre

Friday 21st February,  
11am – 2pm and 4.30pm – 6pm 
Belmont Community Centre, Belmont Grove

We are also consulting on the Local Plan Issues 
and Options Sustainability Appraisal which 
assesses the options being put forward against 
a range of social, environmental and economic 
factors. This is available to view in online at 
burnley.objective.co.uk/portal/ or hard copies can 
be viewed at Contact Burnley and Burnley Central 
and Padiham libraries. We encourage you to look 
at this document and send us your comments.

Next Steps
This consultation is the first stage in developing a 
new Local Plan for Burnley. Once consultation on 
the Issues and Options document has finished, 
comments will be analysed and these will help 
inform the development of a single Preferred 
Option Local Plan. 

For further information, please contact the policy 
and environment team: 
 01282 425011 ext. 3308, 3292 or 3296

 localplan@burnley.gov.uk

Policy & Environment
PO Box 29 Parker Lane 
Burnley BB11 2DT
01282 425011
burnley.gov.uk



What is the Local Plan?
The Government requires local authorities to 
draw up a 15 year plan containing policies and 
proposals that will guide future decisions about 
how land will be used. This is called the Local 
Plan and, once it is adopted by the council, it 
is the starting point for determining planning 
applications. It will set out policies on what will, or 
will not be permitted. It will also identify land for 
housing, business space and other facilities and 
will show those parts of the borough that will be 
protected. 

A detailed and comprehensive evidence base 
has been used to inform the Local Plan. More 
information about this can be found on the 
council’s website, www.burnley.co.uk/localplan. 

Burnley’s Local Plan is at an early stage of 
production and nothing is set in stone. We want 
to share with you the Local Plan’s vision for the 
future, the issues that will have to be addressed if 
this vision is to be achieved, and options for sites 
and policies to be taken forward. No decisions 
have been made and you may have alternative 
suggestions.

Key Contents
The Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation 
Document describes the borough as it is now and 
looks at the issues currently facing the borough. 
It then sets out a vision for the place that Burnley 
will be in 2030 and the goals that the Local 
Plan will have to achieve if the issues are to be 
addressed and the vision realised. 

Various options for growth, policies and sites have 
been put forward. We need your views on these 
and we would also welcome any ideas you may 
have for other options. 

We are also seeking your views on development 
control policy options. Your responses to these 
options will directly help to develop the policies to 
be included in the adopted Local Plan for use in 
the determination of planning applications. 

What are the Options?
How much new development should the Local 
Plan accommodate?

At this stage, three growth options are suggested :

1. A low growth option that would provide 
enough land for 60 homes a year and a 
total of 30 hectares for employment use

2. A medium growth option that would provide 
enough land for 100 homes a year and a 
total of 60 hectares for employment use

3. A high growth option that would provide 
enough land for 150 homes a year and a 
total of 90 hectares for employment use

Where should  
this new growth go?
Four options are put forward for comment: 

1. Focus on the existing built up area – this 
option focuses on the regeneration of the 
existing urban areas of Burnley and Padiham

2. Focus on public transport corridors – this 
option focuses on development in areas 
that are well-served by public transport, 
including key corridors in the rural area

3. Focus on economic growth – this option 
focuses on areas that would be more 
attractive locations for housing and 
employment uses, including greenfield 
sites outside the existing urban area

4. No Local Planning Framework – this option 
considers where development might be 
located if the market was allowed to lead 

The council is not promoting any particular option 
at this stage. The purpose of the suggestions is to 
stimulate debate and generate other ideas about 
growth and where it might be located.

‘This leaflet is a short summary of the Burnley Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation document 
which sets out options for the future development of Burnley and explains how you can have a say on 
the kind of place you want the borough to be. The full document is available to view on the Council’s 
consultation website at burnley.objective.co.uk/portal/ or hard copies can be viewed at Contact Burnley 
and Burnley Central and Padiham libraries’

Other Key Local  
Plan Policy Issues
Housing
•	 What sort of housing should be built to 

encourage more people to live in the borough?

•	 How should different housing needs be met?

Employment
•	 What existing employment areas 

should be protected?

•	 How should future employment 
needs to be met?

Shopping and Leisure 
•	 How should Burnley and Padiham 

town centres be protected as the 
focus for shopping, leisure and 
other uses, such as offices?

•	 A new boundary is suggested for 
Burnley town centre and for its main 
and secondary shopping areas

•	 How should the borough’s tourism 
potential be exploited?

Environment
•	 What policies should be included to 

ensure that issues relating to climate 
change, such as flooding, are tackled?

•	 What are the borough’s natural and built 
assets and how should these be protected 
and enhanced to ensure that the borough’s 
unique character is not diluted?

Infrastructure
•	 How should the plan ensure that there 

is sufficient transport, education, health 
and other infrastructure provision? 

•	 What policies should be included 
to promote renewable energy and 
low carbon technologies?

How to Comment
All policy options are set out in the Local Plan 
Issues and Options Consultation Document. 
This document includes specific questions and it 
would be helpful if you could respond to these. 
You don’t need to answer them all. We’d welcome 
your feedback on those sections that interest you 
or those about which you have a view. You can 
respond in two ways:

•	 Using the council’s online consultation 
system: burnley.objective.co.uk/portal/ 

•	 Using a comment form, copies of which are 
available from Contact Burnley, Burnley 
Central Library, Padiham Library or the policy 
and environment team on 01282 425011 ext. 
7205 or email: localplan@burnley.gov.uk

The deadline for all responses is 5pm on Monday 
31st March 2014. Unfortunately, responses 
received after this deadline will not be accepted.

The Issues and Options Consultation Document lists more than 50 sites that could be taken forward for 
housing, employment and town centre uses. We don’t envisage that we will need all of these sites but 
we want your view on which are the best to take forward. We also need your help to identify sites to 
accommodate gypsies and travellers.

A plan showing the sites can be viewed at: http://bit.ly/1dMeOcY


