
Provision for Muslim Burials

Burnley Council has been working over the past months with the Burnley Muslim Burial 
Committee to improve the burial service provided for the Muslim faith.

This leaflet sets out the standard of service available from the council for those requiring a 
burial in the Muslim tradition.

24 hour Service

The council is able to offer a Muslim burial within a 24 hour period, 7 days a week provided 
that the necessary paperwork and documentation provided by the applicant for burial is in 
order (the only exception being the 25th December).

The service will allow for weekend and public holiday burials to take place at 2pm 

Shrouded Burials

Provision of a shroud/un-coffined burial is permissible provided that mourners are available 
to handle the body. The council must be informed when the burial is booked as to whether 
a coffin is to be used or a shroud. This is because different grave preparation is required for 
this type of burial.

For public health reasons a shrouded/un-coffined burial is not permissible if the death was 
as a result of a notifiable disease.

Muslim Sections in the Cemetery

The council provide a choice of two specific Muslim sections within Burnley Cemetery. One  
is an extension to the original site at the bottom of the cemetery bordering onto Billington 
Road and a second site has been allocated at the top of the cemetery opposite Cemetery 
Lane. Appropriate signage will be provided.
 

Grave Spaces

All Muslim graves are prepared in accordance with Muslim practice. This means that they 
are orientated to allow the body to face Mecca. In case of shrouded/un-coffined burials the 
grave is boarded to ensure that no soil covers the deceased person. Mourners are allowed 
to backfill the grave if they so wish.
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Provision of Prayer Facilities

Upon request the council is able to provide prayer facilities at the cemetery.

Training

Training will be provided for all council staff involved in Muslim burials and this will be done 
in consultation with the Muslim Burial committee.

Future Long Term Plans

Burnley Borough Council is currently looking at the requirement for an extension to Burnley 
Cemetery and planning for the future. The requirements of the Muslim faith will be taken 
into consideration with the involvement of the Muslim burial committee within this process

For further information please contact:  Your local Masjid


